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Refolution  and  Difcovery  prepare  for  their  Depar^ 
ture  from  Ulietea. 

ON  Tuefday,  the  2nd  of  September,  we  re-em- 
barked, in  order  to  return  to  Matavai,  re- 
voking in  our  minds  the  extraordinary  fcene  at  the 
moral,  as  related  in  the  preceding  chapter,  and  to 
'which  we  had  been  eye-witnefTes.  In  the  way,  we 
paid  a  vifit  to  Towha,  who  had  continued  in  the 
little  ifland,  where  we  met  him  the  day  before. 
Some  converfation  pafTed  between  him  and  Otoo  ; 
and  the  latter  entreated  Captain  Cook,  once  more, 
to  join  them  as  ap  ally  in  their  war  againfl  Eimeo. 
By  his  pofitive  refufal  he  entirely  loft  the  good  opi- 
nion of  his  chief.  Before  we  took  our  leave,  Otoo 
took  an  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  folemnity,  at  which 
we  had  been  prefent.  Among  other  interrogato- 
ries, he  aflced  particularly,  Ifitanfwered  our  ex- 
pectations? What  opirjion  we  entertained  of  its 
efficacy?  And,  whether  fuch  religious  a6ls  and  cere- 
monies were  frequent  in  our  own  country  ?  We 
had  been  filent  during  the  celebration  of  the  horrid 
ceremony  ;  but,  at  the  clofe  of  the  extraordinary 
fcene,  freely  expreffed  our  fcntiments  on  the  fubjeft 
to  Otoo,  and  his  attendants;  confequently,  Captain 
Cook  did  not  conceal  his  deteftation  of  it,  in  this 
converfation  with  Towha.  Exclufive  of  the  barba- 
rity of  the  bloody  cuftom,  he  urged  the  unreafona- 
blencfsofit,  alledging,  that  fuch  a  facrifice,  inftead 
of  making  the  Eatooa  propitious  to  their  nation, 
would  exite  his  vengeance ;  and  that,  from  this 
very  circumftance,  he  concluded,  their  intended  ex- 
pedition againft  Maheine  would  be  unfuccefsful. 
This  was  proceeding  to  great  lengths  upon  conjec- 
ture; but  there  was  little  danger  of  being  miftaken  ; 
for,  refpe8ing  this  war,  three  parties  were  formed 
it)  the  ifland,  one  violent  in  its  favour,  another  in- 
different about  it,  and  a  third  the  avowed  fupporters 
of  Maheine,  and  his  caufc.     Under  thefe  circum- 

ftarices, 
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ilances,  it  was  not  probable  that  fach  a  plan  of  mili- 
tary operations  would  be  fettled,  as  could  infure 
fuccefs.  Omiah  acted  as  interpreter,  in  conveying 
the  captain's  fentiments  on  this  fubje(^  to  Towha, 
and  hefupportcd  his  objections  with  inch  fpirit,  that 
the  chief  appeared  to  be  extremely  angry ;  efpecially, 
on  being  informed,  that  if  he  had  taken  away  the 
life  of  a  man  in  England,  as  he  had  done  here,  his 
rank  would  not  have  protefted  him  from  an  igno- 
minious death.  Upon  this  he  exclaimed,  maeno ! 
maeno!  (vileh  vile!)  and  would  not  hear  a  fyllable 
more  about  it.  Many  of  the  natives  were  prefent 
at  this  debate ;  particularly  the  fervants  and  atten- 
dants of  Towha ;  and  when  Omiah  mentioned  the 
punifhment  that  would  be  infiided,  in  England, 
upon  the  greateft  chief,  if  he  dared  to  kill  the 
meaneft  fervant,  they  liftened  very  attentively  ;  and 
perhaps,  on  this  fubjecl,  they  thought  differently 
from  their  mafier.  Leaving  Towha,  we  proceeded 
to  Oparree,  where  Otoo  folicited  us  to  pafs  the 
night.  We  landed  in  the  evening,  and  on  our  way 
to  his  habitation,  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
how  thefe  people  amufe  themfelves  in  their  private 
heevas.  We  faw  about  a  hundred  of  -them  fitting 
in  a  houfe  ;  in  the  midft  of  whom  were  two  women, 
and  an  old  man  behind  each  of  them,  beating  gently 
on  a  drum,  and  the  women,  at  intervals,  finging 
with  great  foftnefs  and  delicacy.  The  aflemWy 
were  very  attentive,  and  feemed,  as  it  were,  ab- 
forbed  in  the  pleafure  the  mufic  gave  them ;  few 
of  them  taking  any  notice  of  us,  and  the  perform- 
ers never  once  ceafed.  When  we  arrived  at  Otoo's 
houfe  it  was  alraoft  d^rk.  Here  we  were  entertained 
with  one  of  their  public  heevas,  or  plays,  in  which 
his  three  fillers  reprefented  principal  characters. 
This  they  call  a  heeva  raa,  and  no  perfon  is  fuffered 
to  enter  the  houfe,  or  area,  where  it  is  exhibited. 
This  is  always  the  cafe,  when  the  royal  fillers  are 
performers.     There  is  a  famenefs  in  their  drama, 

that 
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that  admits  of  little  or  no  variation,  as,  perhaps, 
to  foreigners,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  lan- 
guage and  manners  of  a  country,  there  may  ap- 
pear to  be  in  every  ftage  exhibition,  wherever  per- 
formed.    Be  that  as  it  may,  we  now  beheld  a  more 
numerous  and  brilliant  company  of  performers  af~ 
■fembled  for  our  entertainment,  than  we  had  ever 
feen  on  any  flage  in  the  tropical  iflands  before.     On 
this  occafion,  the  drelTes  were  entirely  new,  and  by 
far  more  elegant  and  pidurefque  than  formerly ; 
the  number   of  dancers  were  increafed  ;  and  they 
acquitted  themfelves  in  a  very  diftinguifhed  manner. 
Ten  young  ladies  compofed  the  firll  group,  with 
their  heads  moft  magnificently  ornamented  with 
.  beads,  red  feathers,  fliells  of  the  moft  beautiful  co- 
lours, and  wreathed  with  flowers  in  fo  elegant  a 
ftyle,  as  hardly  to  be  excelled.     A  party  of  warriors 
"were  next  introduced,  dreffed  in  their  war  habits, 
confifting,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  of  different 
coloured  cloth,  of  their  own  manufacture,  fo  in- 
genioufly  fafhioned,  and  blended  together  with  fo 
much  art,  as,  with  the  helmits  that  cover  their 
heads,  to  fill  the  ftage  with  men,  of  whofe  majeftic 
figure  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  an  idea.     Thefe  were 
armed    with   fpears,    lances,    and  clubs;  and  ex- 
hibited all  the  forms  of  attack  and  defence,  which 
are  praclifed  in  real    adion.     The  principal  per- 
fchmers  were  the  king's  brother,  his  three  fiilers, 
and  we  may  add,  a  chief  of  a  gigantic  ftature,  who 
difplayed  fuch  furprizing  grimaces  and  diftortions 
of  face  and  countenance,  by  way  of  provocation 
and  challenge,  as  were  not  only  laughable  in  fome 
attitudes,  but  terrible  in  others.     After  thefe  dif- 
appeared,  the  players  came  forward,  and  performed 
a  more  ferious  piece  than  we  had  yet  feen,  at  which 
the   natives  fat  graver  and  more  compofed  than 
ufual ;  though  fome  comic  interludes,  wherein  four 
men  were  performers,  feemed  to  afford  greater  en- 
tertainment to  the  numerous  audience,     The  whole 
3  concluded 
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concluded  with  a  dance  of  ten  boys,  drefTed  in  every 
refpecl  like  the  girls  in  the  firftfcene,  with  their  hair 
flowing  in  ringlets  down  their  ftioulders,  and  their 
heads  ornamented  in  a  very  beautiful  ftyle. 

The  next  morning  being  the  3d,  we  proceeded  to 
Matavai,  leaving  Otoo  at  Oparree  ;  but  his  mother, 
fifters,  in  fhort  all  the  royal  family,  and  many  wo- 
men, attended  us  on  board,  and  Otoo  followed  a  fliort 
time  after.  During  our  abfence  from  the  fhips,  the 
fupply  of  fruit  had  been  fcanty,  nor  had  they  many 
vifitors ;  but  after  our  return  we  had  plenty  both 
of  company  and  provilions.  On  the  4th  a  party 
of  us,  among  whom  was  Otoo,  dined  aftiore  with 
Omiah,  who  had  provided  excellent  fare,  conlifting 
of  fifh,  fowls,  pork,  and  puddings.  Dinner  being 
over,  the  captain  accompanied  Otoo  to  his  houfe, 
where  he  found  all  his  fervants  very  bufy  in  getting 
a  quantity  of  provilions  ready.  Among  other  arti- 
cles was  a  large  hog,  which  they  killed  in  his  pre- 
fence.  There  was  alfo  a  large  pudding,  the  v/hole 
procefs  of  which  the  captain  faw.  It  was  compofed 
of  bread-fruit,  plantains,  taro,  and  pandanus  nuts, 
each  rafped,  fcraped,  or  beat  up  very  fine,  and  baked 
by  itfelf.  A  quantity  of  the  juice  of  cocoa-nut- 
kernels  was  put  into  a  large  tray,  or  wooden  vefl'el ; 
in  which  the  other  articles  from  the  oven  were  put, 
together  with  feme  hot  ftones,  in  order  to  make  the 
contents  fimmer.  Three  or  four  perfons  were  em- 
ployed in  llirring  up  the  feveral  ingredients,  till 
they  were  perfectly  incorporated,  and  the  juice  of 
the  cocoa-nut  was  turned  to  oil ;  and,  at  laft,  the 
whole  mafs  was  nearly  of  the  confiftency  of  a  hafty 
pudding.  Some  of  thefe  puddings  are  excellent, 
and  few  that  we  make  in  England  equal  them. 
This  being  made,  and  the  hog  baked,  they,  together 
with  two  living  hogs,  fome  bread-fruit,  and  cocoa- 
nuts,  were  fcnt  on  board  the  Refolution,  followed  by 
Otoo,  and  all  the  royal  family. 

Friday  the  5th,  in  the  evening,  a  young  ram  of 

the 
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the  cape  breed,  and  carefully  brought  up  on  board 
Our  Ihip,  was  killed  by  a  dog  ;  an  accident  the  more 
regretted,  by  its  being  the  only  one  we  had  of  that 
kind,  and  one  only  of  the  Englifh  breed  was  now 
remaining.  On  the  7th,  at  the  clofe  of  day,  we 
exhibited  fome  fire  works,  before  a  vail  concourfe 
of  people,  many  of  whom  were  highly  entertained, 
but  the  <rreater  number  were  much  terrified  with  the 
exhibition  ;  infomuch,  that  they  could  hardly  be 
prevailed  on  to  keep  together,  to  the  conclufion  of 
the  entertainment.  A  table  rocket  was  the  laft.  It' 
flew  off  the  table,  and  difperfed  the  whole  crowd  in 
an  inftant ;  even  the  moil:  refolute  of  them  flew  with' 
the  utmoft  precipitation.  On  Monday,  the  8th,  a- 
party  of  us  dined  with  Oedidee,  v^iomade  the  trip 
to  the  fouthward  with  Captain  Cook,  in  his  former 
voyage.  Our  table  was  furniflied  plentifully  with 
fifh  of  divers  forts,  and  pork.  The  hog,  which 
weighed  about  thirty  pounds,  was  alive,  dreffed,  and 
on  the  table,  within  the  hour.  Soon  after  we  had 
dined,  Otoo  came  to  us,  and  afked  the  captain,  if 
his  belly  was  full  ?  who  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
"  Then  come  along  with  me,'*  faid  Otoo.  The  cap- 
tain attended  him  to  his  father's,  where  he  faw  fe- 
veral  people  employed  in  dreiling  two  girls,  with 
fine  cloth,  after  a  very  fingular  fafhion.  There  were- 
feveral  pieces,  one  end  of  each  was  held  over  the 
heads  of  the  girls,  while  the  remainder  was  wrapped 
round  their  bodies  under  the  arm  pits.  The  upper 
ends  Avere  then  let  fall,  and  hung  in  folds  to  the 
ground,  over  the  other,  fo  as  to  bear  fome  refem- 
blance  to  a  circular  hoop-peticoat :  lately,  round  the 
outfide  of  all,  were  wrapped  feveral  pieces  of  cloth, 
of  various  colours,  which  confiderably  increafed  the 
lize  ;  it  being  five  or  fix  yards  in  circuit ;  and  the 
weight  of  'this  fingular  attire  was  as  much  as  the 
poor  girls  could  well  fupport.  To  each  were  hung 
two  taam.ees,  or  breaft-plates,  in  order  to  embellifli 
the  whole,  and  give  it  a  pictuiefque  appearance. 

Thus 
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Thus  equipped,  they  were  taken  on  board,  together 
with  feveral  hogs,  and  a  quantity  of  fruit,  the  whole 
beincr  a  prefent  to  our  commander  from  Otoo's  fa- 
ther!' Thofe  who  are  dreffed  in  this  manner,  are 
called  atee  ;  but,  this  ceremony  is  never  performed, 
except  where  large  prefents  of  cloth  are  to  be  made. 
We  never  faw  it  practifed  upon  any  other  occaiion  ; 
but,  both  Captain  Cook  and  Captain  Gierke  had  cloth 
prefented  them  afterwards  wrapped  round  the  bear- 
ers in  the  fame  manner.  On  the  9th,  we  received  a 
prefent  of  five  hogs,  and  fome  fruit,  from  Otoo  •, . 
and  one  hog,  and  fome  fruit  from  each  of  his  fifters. 
Other  provifions  were  alfo  in  abundance  •,  and  great 
quantities  of  mackarel  having  been  caught  by  the 
natives,  for  two  or  three  days  fucceffively,  fome  of 
them  were  fold  at  the  tents,  and  in  the  (liips  ;  indeed, 
Otoo  was  equally  attentive,  to  fupply  our  wants, 
and  contribute  to  our  amufement.  On  the  loth 
he  treated  a  party  of  us  at  Oparree  with  a  play ;  in 
which  his  three  lifters  were  again  performers,  hav- 
ing each  of  them  new  and  very  elegant  drefles.  This 
day  Captain  Cook  went  to  fee  an  embalmed  corpfe, 
near  the  refidence  of  Otoo.  On  enquiry,  it  was 
found  to  be  the  remains  of  Tee,  a  chief  well  known 
to  him,  when  he  laft  vifited  this  iiland.  It  was  ly- 
ing in  an  elegant  toopapaoo,  in  all  refpecls  fimilar  to 
that  at  Oheitepeha,  in  which  the  remains  of  Wa- 
heiadooa  are  depofited.  We  found  the  body  was 
under  cover,  within  the  toopapaoo,  and  wrap- 
ped up  in  cloth.  At  the  captain's  defire,  the  per- 
ibn  who  had  the  care  of  it,  brought  it  out,  and 
placed  it  on  a  kind  of  bier,  fo  as  to  allow  a  perfect 
view  of  it.  The  corpie  having  been  thus  exhibited, 
he  ornamented  the  place  with  mats  and  cloths,  dif- 
pofed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  produce  a  plealing 
effeft.  The  body  was  entire  in  every  part ;  putre- 
faction feemed  hardly  to  be  begun  :  and  not  the 
kalt  difagreeable  fmell  proceeded  from  it;  though 
this  is  one  of  the  hotteft  climates,  and  Tee  had  been 
No.  54.  9  L  dead 
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dead  above  fnnr  months.  There  was,  indeed,  s^ 
drinking  of  the  mufcular  parts  and  eyes,  but  the 
iiair  and  nails  wei  e  in  their  original  liate,  and  the 
•feveral  joints  were  pUable.  On  enquiry  into  the 
nnethod  of  thus  preierving  their  dead  bodies,  we 
were  informed,  that  foon  ai-'ter  they  are  dead,  they 
are  difemboweled,  by  drawing  out  the  inteftines, 
and  other  vifcera  ;  after  which  the  whole  cavity  is 
fluffed  with  cloth  ;  that,  when  any  moifture  ap- 
peared, it  was  immediately  dried  up,  and  the  bodies 
rubbed  all  over  with  perfumed  cocoa-nut  oil,  which, 
frequently  repeated,  prcferved  them  feveral  months ; 
after  which  they  moulder  away  gradually.  Omiah 
told  us,  that  the  bodies  of  all  their  great  men,  who 
die  a  natural  death,  are  thus  prefcrved,  and  expofed 
■to  public* view  a  confiderable  time  after.  At  firft, 
they  are  exhibited  every  fine  day,  afterwards  the 
intervals  become  greater,  andatlall  thev  a^e  feldom 
to  be  feen.  In  the  evening  we  took  leave  of  Otoo^ 
and  departed  from  Oparree. 

On  Friday  the  jiath,  all  the  royal  family,  except 
the  king  himfelf,  honoured  us  with  a  vilit.  The 
chief,  they  faid,  was  gone  to  Attahooroo,  to  affiil 
at  another  human  facrilice,  fent  from  Tiaraboo,  to^ 
be  offered  up  at  the  morai.  This  fecond  inilance, 
within  fo  fliort  a  period,  was  a  melancholy  proof, 
that  the  victims  of  this  bloody  fuperftition  are  very 
numerous  among  this  humane  people.  'Jlie  captain, 
would  have  been  prefent  at  this  facrifice  alfo,  had 
he  been  earlier  informed  of  it,  but  now  it  was  too 
late.  For  the  fame  reafon,  he  mifled  being  at  a, 
public  tranfadion,  the  preceding  day,  when  the 
king,  with  great  folemnity,  reflored  to  the  adhe- 
rents of  the  late  king  Tootaha,  the  lands  and  pof- 
fi^ffipns,  of  which,  after  his  death,  they  had  been 
deprived.  On  the  i  3th  Otoo  returned  from  exer-< 
ciling  his  royal  duties  ;  and  on  the  14th,  we  were 
honc^ured  with  his  company,  when  the  two  captains, 
for  the  firft  time,  mounted  en  horfeback,  and  rode 
2  round 
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round  the  plain  of  Matav^i,  to  the  aflonifliment  of 
a  vaft  train  of  fpectators,  who  gazed  upon  them 
Tvith  as' much  furprife  as  if  they  had  been  centaurs. 
Both  the  horfe  and  mare  were  in  good  cafe,  and 
looked  extremely  well.  What  the  captains  had  be* 
gan  was  repeated  daily,  by  one  or  other  of  cur  peo- 
ple ;  and  yet  the  curiofity  of  the  natives  continued 
unabated.  After  they  had  feen  and  underftood  the 
ufe  of  thefe  noble  animals,  they  were  exceedingly 
delighted  with  them  5  and  we  were  of  opinion,  that- 
they  conveyed  to  them  a  better  idea  of  the  greatnefs 
of  other  nations,  than  all  the  novelties  that  had  hi- 
therto been  carried  among  them.  On  the  15th, 
Etary,  or  Olla,  the  god  of  Bolabola,  removed  from 
our  neighbourhood  to  Oparree,  attended  by  feveral 
failing  canoes.  It  was  faid,  Otoo  did  not  approve 
of  his  being  fo  near  our  ftation,  where  his  people 
could  conveniently  invade  our  property.  Otoo,  we 
acknowledge,  took  every  prudent  method  to  pre- 
vent thefts  and  robberies,  and  it  was  owing  princi- 
pally to  his  regulations  that  fo  few  were  committed. 
He  had  ereited  a  fmall  hisufe  or  two  behind  our 
poft,  and  two  others  near  our  tents,  between  the 
river  and  the  fea.  Some  of  his  people  kept  watch 
continually  at  all  thofe  places ;  and  as  his  father  re- 
fided  ufually  on  Matavai  Point,  we  were,  in  a  man- 
ner, furrounded  by  them.  They  not  only  defended 
us  in  the  night  from  thieves,  but  they  had  an  op* 
portunity  of  obferving  every  thing  that  paffed  in 
the  day,  and  were  ready  to  receive  contributions 
from  iach  girls,  as  were  privately  connected  v;ith 
our  people,  which  was  ufually  done  every  morning  j 
fo  that  the  meafiires  he  ha-d  taken  to  fecure  our  fafety, 
anfwered  the  more  eiTential  purpofe  of  enlarging  his 
own  profits.  Otoo  acquainted  Captain  Cook,  that 
his  prefence'  was  required  at  Oparree,  where  an 
audience  was  to  be  given  to  the  great  perfonage 
from  Bolabola,  and  defired  his  company  thither. 
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The  captain  confeiited  readily,  expecting  to  meet 
with  lomething  deferving  of  notice. 

Accordingly,  Tuefday  the  i6th,  ourparty,among 
whom  was  Mr.  Anderfon,  let  out.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, occurred,  that  was  interefting  or  curious. 
Etary  and  his  followers  prefented  forne  coarfe  cloth, 
and  hogs,  to  Otoo,  with  a  fet  fpeech.  After  this, 
a  confultaticjn  was  held  between  them  and  fome 
other  chiefs,  about  their  expedition  to  Eimeo.  Etary, 
at  firft,  difapproved  of  it ;  but  his  objeftions  were, 
at  length,  over-ruled.  It  appeared,  indeed,  the 
next  day,  it  was  too  late  to  deliberate  on  this  bufi- 
nefs  ;  for  Tovvha,  Potatou,  and  another  chief,  had 
already  gone  on  the  expedition,  with  the  fleet  of 
Attahooroo  ;  and,  in  the  evening,  a  mefienger  ar- 
rived with  intelligence,  that  they  had  reached  Eimeo; 
that  there  had  been  fbmelkirmifhes  ;  but  that  the 
lofs,  or  advantage,  on  either  lide,  had  been  very  in- 
conilderable.  On  the  1 8th,  in  the  morning,  Captain 
Cock,  JVIr.  Anderfon,  and  Omiah,  went  again  to 
Oparree,  accompanied  by  Otoo,  taking  with  them 
the  fheep  which  the  captain  intended  to  leave  upon 
the  ifinnd.  Thefe  were  an  Englifh  ram  and  ewe, 
and  three  Cape  e\ves,  all  u'hich  the  captain  made  a 
prefcnt  of  to  Otoo.  Each  of  the  three  cows  had 
taken  the  bull ';  he  therefore  thought  it  advifeable 
to  divide  them,  and  carry  one  part  to  Ulietea* 
With  this  view  he  ordered  them  to  be  brought  be*- 
iore  him,  and  propofed  to  Etary,  that  if  he  would 
leave  his  Spanilh  bull  with  Otoo,  he  fhould  have 
oui-  Englifh  bull  and  one  of  the  cows.  To  this  pro*- 
\K)M  Etary,  at  firft,  flarted  fome  objections  ;  but, 
at  latl,  agreed  to  it.  However,  as  the  cattle  were 
putting  into  the  boat,  one  of  Etary's  followers  op- 
pofed  the  making  any  exchange  whatever.  Upon 
this,  and  the  captain  fui'pecling,  that  Etary  had 
agreed  to  the  arrangement,  for  the  prefent,  only  to 
pleafe  him,  he  dropped  the  idea  of  an  exchange  ; 
and  Jcteruiined  linaliy  to  leave  them  all  with  Otoo  ; 
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whom  he  ftridly  enjoined  not  to  fufFer  them  to  be 
Removed  from  Oparree,  till  he  fliould  have  got  a 
ftock  of  young  ones  ;  which  he  might  then  difpofe 
of  to  his  friends,  or  fend  to  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
This  matter  being  fettled,  our  gentlemen  left  Etary, 
and  attended  Otoo  to  another  place,  not  far  dif- 
tant,  where  they  found  the  fervants  of  a  chief, 
waiting  with  a  hog,  a  pig,  and  a  dog,  a  prefent 
from  their  m after  to  the  king.  Thefe  were  deli- 
vered, with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and  an  harangue, 
in  which  the  fpeaker  enquired  after  the  health  of 
Otoo,  and  of  all  his  principal  people.  This  com- 
pliment was  re-echoed  in  the  name  of  Otoo,  by  one 
of  his  minifters ;  and  then  the  difpute  with  Eimeo 
was  formally  difcufled.  The  deputies  of  the  chief 
were  advocates  for  profecuting  the  war  with  vigour, 
adviiing  Otoo  to  offer  a  human  facrifice  on  the  oc- 
cafion.  Another  chief,  who  conftantly  attending 
the  perfon  of  Otoo,  took  the  other  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  and  fupported  his  opinion  againft  a  war,  with 
great  flrength  of  argument.  Otoo  received  re- 
peated meffages  from  Towha,  urging  him  to  haften 
to  his  affiftance ;  a.nd  the  captain  was  rK)w  convinced 
that  he  never  entered  heartily  into  the  fpirit  of  this 
war.  Having  dined  with  Otoo,  our  party  returned 
to  Matavai,  leaving  him  at  Oparree. 

On  Friday,  the  1 9th,  we  were  very  fparingly  fup- 
plied  with  fruit,  as  we  had  been  the  day  before. 
Otoo  being  informed  of  this,  he,  and  his  brother, 
who  had  particularly  attached  himfelf  to  Captaia 
Gierke,  came  from  Oparree,  with  a  large  fupply  for 
both  fliips.  Next  day,  the  20th,  all  the  royal  fa- 
mily came  with  prefents,  fo  that  now  we  had  more 
provifions  than  we  could  confume.  Our  water  and 
wood  having  been  already  taken  on  board,  nothing 
remained  but  to  ftrike  the  tents,  and  bring  off  the 
things  belonging  to  the  officers  and  men  who  were 
Rationed  on  thore;  and  the  commodore  began  to 
ihink  of  quitting  the  iHand,  that  he  might  have 
-      .  ruflieienc 
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fufficient  time  for  viiiting  others  in  the  neighbour-i 
hood.  We  therefore  removed  our  obfervatories  and 
inftriiments  from  the  iliore,  and  bent  the  fails; 
Several  of  the  failors  being  very  defirous  to  flay  at 
Otaheite,  Otoo  interefted  himfelf  in  their  behalf, 
and  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  Captain  Cook  to 
grant  their  requeft ;  but  he  rejected  peremptorily 
every  application  of  that  kind,  though  often  re- 
peated j  nor  would  he  fuffer  any  of  the  natives  to 
enter  on  board,  though  many  would  gladly  have 
accompanied  us  wherever  we  intended  to  fail,  and 
that  too  after  they  were  allured,  that  we  never  in- 
tended to  vilit  their  country  any  more;  Some  of 
the  women  alfo  would  have  followed  their  Ehoo- 
noas,  or  Pretanne  hufbands,  could  they  have  been 
permitted  ;  but  our  commander  was  equally  averfe 
to  the  taking  any  of  the  natives  away,  as  to  the  leav- 
ing any  of  our  own  people  behind.  He  was  fenfiblej 
that  when  once  clayed  with  enjoyment,  they  would 
reciprocally  pine  for  home,  to  which  it  Vv^ould  not 
be  in  their  power  to  return  ;  and  that  for  a  little 
prefent  gratification,  they  would  rifque  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  remaining  part  of  .their  lives.  The 
king,  when  he  found  he  could  not  obtain  his  wifhes 
in  this  refpeCl,  applied  to  Captain  Cook  for  another 
favour,  which  was  to  allow  our  carpenters  to  make 
hirh  a  chelt,  or  prefs,  to  fecure  the  treafures  he  had 
accumulated  in  preferits  :  he  even  begged,  that  a 
bed  might  be  placed  in  it,  where  he  intended  to 
ileep.  'J  his  requeft  the  captain  readily  granted  j 
and  while  the  workmen  were  employed,  in  making 
this  uncommon  piece  of  furniture,  they  were  plen- 
tifully fupplied  with  barbicued  hogs,  and  fuch  dain- 
ties as  the  country  afforded,  and  were  fo  carefully 
attended  and  protected,  that  they  did  not  lofe  fa 
much  as  a  hngle  nail.^  It  was  fome  of  thefe  work- 
men that  Otoo  was  fo  defirous  to  retain  ;  but  they 
were  of  too  much  confequence  on  board  to  be 
parted  with,  had  there  been  no  other  motive  for 
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bringing  them  away ;  nor  was  Otoo  much  con-» 
qerned  about  the  departure  of  the  reft.  While  he 
was  conftant  in  attending  the  operations  of  our  car- 
penters, Omiah  had  frequent  conferences  with 
him,  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  travels.  He  aftoniflied 
him  more  by  the  relation  he  gave  of  the  raagniliT 
cence  of  the  morais  in  Pretanne,  than  by  all  the 
wonders  with  which  he  had  before  furprized  him. 
When  he  told  him  that  the  king's  morai  was  open 
to  all  comers,  and  that  the  perfons  of  the  deceafed 
kings  were  to  be  feen  as  perfeft  to  appearance  as 
when  in  the  vigour  of  youth,  he  feemcd  to  lament, 
that  his  date  of  exiftence  was  to  be  limited  with  his 
life  ;  and  that  his  remains  were  to  perifh,  while  his 
morai  preferved  no  memorial,  that  he  had  ever  had 
a  being.  Omiah  endeavoured  to  imprefs  him  with 
an  idea  of  the  magnificence  of  the  tombs  of  the  dead 
that  were  to  be  feen  in  the  morais  of  Pretanne  ;  but 
having  nothing  to  compare  them  to,  he  was  un» 
able  to  make  himfelf  fufficiently  underftood ;  nor 
was  he  more  luccefsful  in  defcribing  the  folemn 
grandeur  of  the  places  of  public  worfhip,  where 
the  people  alfembled  every  feventh  day,  and  at 
other  ftated  times,  to  offer  up  their  prayers  to  the 
good  fpirit.  Of  the  fplendor  of  the  theatres  he 
could  fpeak  more  intelligibly.  When  Omiah  told 
Otoo  of  the  magnitude  of  the  palaces,  and  houfes, 
in  Pretanne;  of  their  decorations  and  furniture ; 
of  the  extent  of  their  plantations  ;  and  the  multi- 
tude of  living  animals  with  which  they  were 
ftocked  ;  he  liitened  to  him  with  peculiar  attention, 
as  not  doubting  the  truth  of  his  relation  ;  but  when 
he  attempted  to  defcribe  the  roads,  and  the  rapi- 
dity with  which  people  travel  in  carriages,  drawn 
by  four  footed  animals,  he  feemed  all  amazement : 
no  child  could  ever  exprefs  greater  furprize  at  Gul- 
liver's travelling  to  the  moon  on  ganzas,  than  Otoo, 
when  Omiah  affared  him,  they  could  traverfe  an 

extent 


1^60  Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

extent  of  ground  equal  to  the  whole  length  of  the 
ifland  of  Otaheite,  in  a  fingle  day. 

On  Sunday  the  21ft,  Otoo  came  on  board,  to  In- 
form us,  that  the  war  canoes  ofMatavai,andof  three 
other  diftrifts,  were  going  to  join  thofe  belonging 
to  Oparree,  and  that  part  of  the  illand,  where  there 
would  be  a  general  review.     The  fquadron  of  Ma- 
tavai  was  foon  in  naotion,  and  after  parading  for 
fome  time  about  the  bay,  aflenribled  afhore,  near  the 
middle  of  it.     Captain  Cook  now  went  in  his  boat 
to  take  a  furvey  of  it.     What  they  call  their  war 
canoes,  which  are  thofe  with  ftages  whereon  they 
light,  amount  to  about  60  in  number;  and  there 
are  nearly  as  many  more  of  a  fmaller  fize.     The 
captain  was  ready  to  have  attended  them  to  Oparr 
ree ;  but  the  chiefs  refolved  that  they  would  not 
move  till  the  next  day.     This  happened  to  be  a  for- 
tunate delay  ;   as  it  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
getting  fome  infight  into  their  manner  of  fighting. 
He  therefore  defired  Otoo  to  give  orders,  that  fome 
of  them  Ihould  go  through  the  neceffary  manoeuvres. 
Accordingly  two  of  them  were  ordered  out  into  the 
bay ;  in   one  of  which  Otoo,  Captain  Cook,  and 
Mr.  King  embarked,  and  Orpiah  went  on  board  the 
other.     As  foon  as  they  had  got  fufficient  fea-room, 
they  faced,  advanced,  and  retreated  by  turns,  as 
quick  as  their  rowers  could  paddle.     In  the  mean 
time,  the  warriors  on  the  ftages  flouriflied  their 
weapons,  and  played  a  variety  of  antic  tricks,  which 
could  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  rouling 
their  pallions,  to  prepare  them  for  the  onfet.     Otoo 
flood  by  the  fide  of  one  ilage,  giving  the  necefiary 
orders  when    to   advance,    and  when   to   retreat. 
Great  judgment,  and  a  very  quick  eye  feems  to  be 
requifite    in   this    department,    to   feize  every  ad- 
vantai^e,    and  to   avoid  everv  difadvantacre.     At 
length  the   two  canoes  clofed  ftage  to  ftage  ;  and 
after  a  fevere,  though  ihort  conflicl,  all' the  troops 
on  Otoo's  finge  were  fuppofcd  to  be  killed,  and 
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Omiah  and  his  aflbciates  boarded  them  ;  when  in- 
ftantly  Otoo,  and  the  paddlers  in  his  canoe,  leaped 
into  the  fea,  as  if  reduced  to  the  neceility  of  pre- 
ferving  their  lives  by  fwimming.  But,  according 
to  Omiah*s  reprefentation,  their  naval  engagements 
are  not  always  conducted  in  this  manner:  for  they 
fometimes  la{h  the  two  veffels  together  head  to  head, 
and  fight  till  all  the  warriors  on  one  fide  or  the 
other  are  killed  ;  yet  this  cjofe  combat  is  never  prac- 
tifed,  except  when  the  contending  parties  are  deter- 
mined to  conquer,  or  die.  Indeed,  in  this  inftance, 
one  or  the  other  muft  infallibly  happen ;  for  they  never 
give  quarter,  unlcfs  it  be  to  referve  their  prifoners 
for  a  more  cruel  death  the  day  following.  All  the 
power  and  ftrength  of  the  Society  Iflands  lie  folely 
in  their  navies.  A  general  engagement  on  land 
we  never  heard  of;  and  all  their  decifive  actions 
are  on  the  water.  When  the  time  and  place  of  bat- 
tle are  fixed  by  both  parties,  the  preceding  day  and 
night  are  fpcnt  in  feafting  and  diverfions.  When 
the  day  dawns,  they  launch  the  canoes,  make  every 
neceffary  preparation,  and  with  the  day  begin  the 
battle ;  the  fate  of  which,  in  general,  ckcides  the 
difpute.  The  vanquifhed  endeavour  to  fave  them- 
felves  by  a  precipitate  flight ;  and  thofe  who  reach 
the  fhore  fly,  with  their  friends,  to  the  mountains ; 
for  the  victors,  before  their  fury  abates,  fpare  nei- 
ther the  aged,  women,  nor  children.  They  aflemble 
the  next  day,  at  the  morai,  to  return  thanks  to  the 
Eatooa  for  the  victory,  and  offer  there  the  flain  and 
the  prifoners,  as  facrifices.  A  treaty  is  then  fet  on 
foot ;  and  the  conquerors  obtain  ufually  their  own 
terms  ;  whereby  large  difl:ricts  of  land,  and  even 
■whole  ifl,ands,  fometimes  change  their  proprietors 
and  mafl:ers,  Omiah  faid  he  was  once  taken  pri- 
foner  by  the  men  of  Bolabola,  and  conducted  to 
that  ifland,  where  he,  and  many  others  would  have 
fuffered  death  the  next  day,  had  they  not  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  efcape  in  the  night, 
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When  the  mock-fight  was  concluded,  Omiah  put 
on  his  fuit  of  armour,  mounted  a  ftage  in  one  of 
the  canoes,  and,  thus  equipped,  was  paddled  all 
along  the  fliore  of  the  bay,  that  every  one  might 
have   a   perfect  view  of  him.     His  coat  of  mail, 
however,  did  not  engage  the  attention  of  the  mul- 
titude fo  much  as  was  expected  ;  the  novelty  being 
in  a  great  degree  loft  upon  fome  of  them,  who  had 
feen  it  before  ;  and  there  were  others,  who  had  con- 
ceived fuch  a  diflike  to  Omiah,  from  his  folly  and 
imprudence  at  this  place,  that  they  would  hardly 
look  at  any  thing  that  was  exhibited  by  him,  how- 
ever fingular  and  new.     This  day  notice  had  been 
given   to  Otoo   of  our  intentions  to  fail  with  the 
firft  fair  wind  ;  in   confequence  of  which  on  the 
22nd,  in  the  morning,  he  came  onboard,  defiring 
to  know  when  we  propofed  to  depart,  and,  at  the 
fame  time  exprell'ed  great  concern  at  our  fudden  re- 
folution.     He  brought  with  him  hogs,  fruit,  and 
other  valuable  productions  of  the  ifland.     No  peo- 
ple on  earth  could  exprefs  their  gratitude  with  more 
feeming  fmcerity  and  cordiality,  than  the  king  and 
his    chiefs,    for  the   prefents   they  had    received, 
nor  were  our  commander  and  officers  wanting  in 
fuitable  returns.    The  captain  having  heard  of  there 
being  a  good  harbour  at  Eimeo,  had  informed  Otoo 
and  his  party,  that  he  would  vifit  that  ifland  in  his 
paiTage  to  Iluaheine  ;  and  they  propofed  now  to  ac- 
company him,  and  that  their  fleet  fhould  fail,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  reinforce  Towha.     Being  ready 
to  take  our  departure,  the  captain  fubmitted  to 
them  the  appointment  of  the  day.     The  Wednef- 
day  following  was  fixed  upon,  when  he  was  to  re- 
ceive on  board  Otoo,  his  father,  mother,  and  the 
whole  family.     Thefe  points  fettled.  Captain  Cook 
propofed   fetting   out    immediately    for    Oparree, 
where  all  the  fleet  was  to  aflemble  this  day,  in  order 
to  be  reviewed.     But  as  he  was  getting  into  his 
boat,   news  arrived,  that  a  treaty  had  been  con- 
cluded 


To   THE    Pacific  Ocean,  &c.     1563 

eluded  between  Towha  and  Maheine,  and  that 
Towha's  fleet  had  returned  to  Attahooroo.  From 
this  unexpefted  event,  the  war  canoes,  inftead  of 
rendezvouling  at  Oparree,  were  ordered  to  their 
refpe<5tive  diftri6ls.  Captain  Cook,  however,  fol- 
lowed Otoo  to  Oparree,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King 
and  Omiah.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  a  meffenger 
from  Eimeo  made  known  the  conditions  of  the  peace, 
or  rather  truce,  it  being  only  for  a  limited  time. 
The  terms  being  difadvantageous  to  Otaheite,  Otoo 
was  cenfured  leverely,  whofe  delay,  it  was  faid, 
in  fending  reinforcements,  had  obliged  Towha  to 
fubmit  to  a  difgraceful  accommodation.  It  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  currently  reported,  that  Towha, 
refenting  the  treatment  he  had  received,  had  de- 
clared, that  immediately  after  our  departure,  he 
would  join  his  forces  to  thofe  of  Tiaraboo,  and  at- 
tack Otoo.  This  called  upon  the  captain  to  declare, 
that  he  was  determined  to  efpoui'e  the  intereft  of 
his  friend  ;  and  that  whoever  prefumed  to  attack 
him,  by  any  combination  of  parties,  fliould  expe- 
rience the  weight  of  his  di'fpleafure,  when  he  re- 
turned to  that  ifland.  This  declaration,  probably, 
had  the  defired  efFed ;  for,  if  Towha  did  entertain 
any  fuch  hoftile  intention  at  firft,  we  heard  no  more 
of  the  report.  Whappai,  the  father  of  Otoo,  highly 
difapproved  of  the  peace,  and  cenfured  Towha  for 
concluding  it.  This  old  chief  wifely  confidered, 
that  Captain  Cook's  going  with  them  to  Eimeo, 
might  have  been  of  Tmgular  fervice  to  their  caufe, 
though  he  fliould  not  take  an  active  part  in  the 
quarrel.  He  therefore  concluded,  that  Otoo  had 
aded  prudently  in  waiting  for  the  captain,  though 
it  prevented  his  giving  that  early  affiftanceto  Towha 
which  he  expefted.  While  we  weredifcourfing  on 
this  fubjedt,  a  mefTenger  arrived  from  Towha,  de- 
firing  the  attendance  of  Otoo  the  next  day,  at  the 
morai  in  Attahooroo,  to  return  thanks  to  the  Eatooa 
for  the  peace  he  had  concluded.  Captain  Cook's 
company  was  requefted ;  but,  being  much  out  of 
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order^  chofe  to  decline  attending  them.     Defirous, 
however,  of  knowing  what  ceremony  might  be  ex- 
hibited on  fuch  an  occafion,  he  fent  Mr.  King  and 
Omiah  to  obferve  the  particulars,  and  returned  on 
board,  attended  by  Otoo's  mother,  his  three  fitters, 
and   feveral   other  women.     At  firft  the  captain 
imagined  that  this  numerous  train  came  into  his 
boat,  in  order  to  get  a  paflage  to  Matavai.     But 
they  aflured  him,  they  intended  palling  the  night 
on  board,  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  the  diforder 
he  complained  of ;  which  was  a  rheumatic  pain, 
extending  from  the  hip  to  the  foot.     He  accepted 
the  friendly  offer,  had  a  bed  prepared  for  them 
upon  the  cabin  floor,    and  fubmitted   himfelf  to 
their  diredions.     He  was  firft  defired  to  lie  down 
among  them ;  when  all  thofe  who  could  get  near 
him,  began  to  fqueeze  him  with  both  hands  all  over 
his  body,  but  more  particularly  on  the  parts  com- 
plained of,  till  they  made  his  bones  crack,  and  his 
fleili  became  almoft  a  mummy.     In  fhort,  after  fuf- 
fering  this  fevere  difcipline,  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  he  was  happy  to  get  away  from  them.     The 
operation,  however,    gave   him  immediate  relief, 
and  encouraged  him  to  undergo  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  difcipline,  before  he   retired  to  bed ;  and  it 
was  fo  effedual,  that  he  found  himfelf  pretty  ealy 
the  whole  night  afcer.     His  female  phyficians  very 
obligingly  repeated  their  prefcription  the  next  morn- 
ing, before  they  left  him,  and  again  in  the  evening, 
when  they  returned ;  after  which  the  cure  being 
perfected,  they  took  their  leave  of  the  captain  the 
following  morning.     This  is  called  by  the  natives 
romee,  an  operation  far  exceeding  that  of  the  flefh- 
brufh,  or  any  external  friction.     It  is  univerfally 
practiced  among  thel'e  iflanders.     Captain  Wallis, 
and  his  firft  lieutenant,  had  the  fame  operation  per- 
formed upon  them.    If  at  any  time,  a  perfon  appears 
languid  and  tired,  and  fits  down  by  any  of  them, 
they  pra6lice  the  romee  upon  his  legs,  and  it  always 
has  an  exceeding  good  eflect. 

4  On 
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On  Thurfday  the  25th,  Otoo,  Mr.  King,  and 
Omiah,  returned  from  Attahooroo  ;  and  Mr.  King 
favoured  us  with  a  narrative  of  what  he  had  feca  to 
the  following  purport.  "  At  fun-fet,  we  embarked 
in  a  canoe,  and  left  Oparree.  About  nine  o'clock, 
we  landed  at  that  extremity  of  Tettaha,  which  joins 
to  Attahooroo.  The  meeting  of  Otoo  and  Towha, 
I  expeded  would  be  interefting.  Otoo,  and  his  ?it- 
tendants,  feated  themfelves  on  the  beach,  near  the 
canoe  in  which  Towha  fat.  He  was  then  afleep ; 
but  being  awakened,  and  Otoo's  name  mentioned 
to  him,  a  plantain  tree  and  dog  were  immediately- 
laid  at  Otoo's  feet ;  and  feveral  of  Towha's  people 
came  and  converfed  with  him.  After  I  had  been, 
for  fome  time,  feated  clofe  to  Otoo,  Towha  neither 
ftirring  from  his  canoe,  nor  faying  any  thing  to  us, 
I  repaired  to  him.  He  alked  me,  if  Toote  wasdif- 
pleafed  with  him  ?  I  anfwered  no  ;  that  he  was  his 
taio ;  and  that  I  was  ordered  to  repair  to  Attahooroo, 
to  let  hira  know  it.  Omiah  then  entered  into  a  long 
converfation  with  this  chief,  but  I  could  not  gather 
any  information  from  him.  On  my  returning  to 
Otoo,  he  defired  that  I  would  go  to  eat,  and  then 
to  lleep  ;  in  confequence  of  which  Omiah  and  I  left 
him.  On  my  queftioning  Omiah  on  that  head,  he 
faid,  Towha  was  lame,  and  therefore  could  not  ftir  ; 
but  that  he  and  Otoo  would  foon  converfe  in  pri- 
vate. This  was  probably  true ;  for  thofe  we  left 
with  Otoo  came  to  us  in  a  little  time  ;  and  about  ten 
minutes  after,  Otoo  himfelf  arrived,  when  we  all 
went  to  fleep  in  his  canoe.  The  next  morning  the 
ava  was  in  great  plenty.  One  man  drank  to  fuch 
excefs  that  he  loft  his  fenfes,  and  appeared  to  be 
convulfed.  He  was  held  by  two  men,  who  bufied 
themfelves  in  plucking  off  his  hair  by  the  roots* 
I  left  this  fpe<5lacle  to  fee  a  more  affecting  one :  it 
was  the  meeting  of  Towha  and  his  wife,  with  a 
young  girl,  who  was  faid  to  be  his  daughter.  After 
the  ceremony  of  cutting  their  heads,  and  difcharg- 
iog  plenty  of  blood  and  tears,  they  wallied,  em- 
braced 
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braced  the  chief,  and  appeared  perfectly  uncon- 
cerned. But  the  young  girl's  fufferings  were  not 
yet  concluded,  Terridiri  (Oberea's  fon)  arrived  j 
and  flie,  with  great  compofure,  repeated  thofe  cere- 
monies to  him,  which  flic  had  juft  performed  on 
meeting  her  father.  Towha  having  brought  in  a 
war  canoe  from  Eimeo,  I  enquired  if  he  had  killed 
the  people  belonging  to  her,  and  was  informed,  that 
there  was  not  a  Tingle  perfon  in  her  when  ftie  was 
captured.  About  ten  o'clock  we  left  Tettaha,  and 
landed  clofe  to  the  moral  of  Attahooroo,  early  in 
the  afternoon.  Three  canoes  lay  hauled  upon  the 
beach,  oppolite  the  morai,  having  three  hogs  in 
each.  We  expecled  the  folemnity  would  have  been 
performed  the  fame  afternoon  ;  but  nothing  w  as 
done,  as  neither  Towha  nor  Potatou  had  joined  us. 
A  chief  came  from  Eimeo  with  a  fmall  pig,  and  a 
plantain  tree,  which  he  placed  at  Otoo's  feet.  They 
converled  feme  time  together,  and  the  Eimeo  chief 
often  repeating  the  words  warry,  warry,  "  falfe,** 
Otoo  was  probably  relating  to  him  what  he  had 
heard,  and  the  other  contradicbed  it.  The  next 
day,  Towha  and  Potatou,  with  feven  or  eight  large 
canoes,  arrived,  and  landed  near  the  mom.  Se- 
veral plantain  trees  were  brought  to  Otoo,  on  be- 
half of  different  chiefs.  Towha  remained  in  his 
canoe.  The  ceremony  commenced,  by  the  princi- 
pal prieft  bringing  out  the  maro,  wrapped  up,  and 
a  bundle  of  a  conic  fhape.  Thefe  were  placed  at 
the  head  of  what  I  fuppofed  to  be  a  grave.  Then 
three  priefts  fat  down  at  the  other  end  of  the  grave ; 
having  with  them  a  plantain  tree,  a  brancTi  of  fome 
other  kind  of  tree,  and  the  iheath  of  a  flower  of 
the  cocoa-nut.  The  priefts  feparately  repeated  fen- 
tences ;  and,  at  intervals,  two,  fometimes  three, 
chanted  a  melancholy  lay,  very  little  attended  to 
by  the  natives.  This  kind  of  recitative  continued 
near  an  hour.  Then,  after  a  fliort  prayer,  the  chief 
prieft  uncovered  the  maro,  and  Otoo  rofeup,  wrap- 
ping 
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ping  it  about  him,  and  holding  in  his  hand  a  bonnet, 
compofed  of  the  red  feathers  of  the  tropic  bird, 
mixed  with  other  blackifli  feathers.  He  ftood  op- 
poiite  the  three  priefts,  who  continued  their  prayers 
for  about  ten  minutes  ;  when  a  man  rifmg  fuddenly 
from  the  crowd,  faid  fomething  ending  w ith  heiva ! 
and  the  people  echoed  back  to  him  three  times 
Earee  !  The  company  then  repaired  to  the  oppolite 
fide  of  a  large  pile  of  ftones,  where  is  the  king's 
morai ;  which  is  not  much  utilike  a  large  grave. 
Here  the  fame  ceremony  was  again  performed,  and 
ended  with  three  cheers.  The  maro  was  now  wrap- 
ped up,  and  ornamented  by  the  addition  of  a  fmall 
piece  of  red  feathers.  The  people  proceeded  to  a 
large  hut,  near  the  morai,  where  they  feated  them- 
felves  in  folemn  order.  An  oration  was  made  by  a 
man  of  Tiaraboo,  which  ended  in  about  ten  minutes. 
He  was  followed  by  another  of  Attahooroo  :  Pota- 
tou  fpoke  next,  and  with  much  more  fluency  and 
grace  than  any  of  them.  Tooteo,  Otoo's  orator, 
exhibited  after  him,  and  then  a  man  from  Eimeo. 
Some  other  fpeeches  were  made,  but  not  attended 
to.  Omiah  faid,  that  the  fubftance  of  their  fpeeches 
recommended  friendfhip,  and  not  fighting ;  but  as 
many  of  the  fpeakers  exprefled  themfelves  with 
great  warmth,  there  were,  perhaps,  fome  recrimi- 
nations, and  proteftations  of  their  future  good  in- 
tentions. In  the  midft  of  their  harangues,  a  man 
of  Attahooroo  rofe  up,  having  a  fling  faftened  to 
his  waifl:,  and  a  large  flone  upon  his  flioulder.  Af- 
ter parading  for  about  fifteen  minutes  in  the  open 
fpace,  and  chanting  a  few  fliort  fentences,  he  threw 
the  ft:one  down.  This  ftone,  together  with  a  plan- 
tain tree  that  lay  at  Otoo's  feet,  were,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  fpeeches,  carried  to  the  morai,  one 
of  the  priefts,  and  Otoo  with  him,  faying  fome- 
thing on  the  occafion.  Returning  to  Oparree,  the 
fea  breeze  having  fet  in,  we  were  obliged  to  land, 
and  had  a  pl^afant  walk  from  Tiettaha  to  Oparree. 

A  tree. 
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A  tree,  with  two  large  bundles  of  dried  leaves  fuf- 
pendcd  upon  it,  pointed  out  the  boundary  of  the 
two  diflrids.  We  were  accompanied  by  the  man 
who  had  performed  the  ceremony  of  the  flone  and 
fiing.  With  him  Otoo's  father  held  a  long  conver- 
fation,  and  appeared  extremely  angry.  He  was 
enraged,  as  I  underftood,  at  the  part  which  Towha 
had  taken  in  the  Eimeo  bulinefs." 

From  what  can  be  judged  of  this  folemnity,  as 
related  from  Mr.  King,  it  had  not  been  only  a 
f hankfgiving,  as  Omiah  told  us,  but  rather  a  con- 
firmation of  the  treaty.  The  grave,  mentioned  by 
Mr.  King,  appears  to  be  the  very  fpot  where  the 
celebration  of  the  rites  began,  when  the  human 
facrifice  was  offered,  at  which  Captain  Cook  was 
prefent,  and  before  which  the  victim  was  laid.  It 
is  here  alfo  that  they  firft  inveft  their  kings  with  the 
maro.  Omiah,  who  had  feen  the  ceremony  when 
Otoo  was  made  king,  defcribed  the  whole  folemnity 
when  we  were  here ;  which  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
that  now  related  by  Mr.  King,  though  perhaps  upon 
a  very  different  occafion.  The  plantain-tree  is  al- 
ways the  firft  thing  introduced  in  all  their  religious 
ceremonies,  as  well  as  in  all  their  public  and  private 
debates,  and  probably  on  many  other  occafions. 
While  Towha  was  at  Eimeo,  he  fent  one  or  more 
meffengers  to  Otoo  every  day.  Every  meflenger, 
at  all  times,  carried  a  young  plantain-tree  in  hisi 
hand,  which  he  laid  at  the  feet  of  Otoo  before  he 
mentioned  his  errand,  after  which  he  feated  himfelf 
before  him  and  related  particulars.  When  two 
men  are  in  fuch  high  difpute  that  blows  are  ex- 
-peded  to  enfue,  if  one  Ihould  lay  a  plantain-tree 
before  the  other,  they  both  become  cool,  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  argument  without  further  animofity. 
Jt  is  indeed  the  olive  branch  of  thefe  people  upon 
all  occafions. 

On  Friday,  the  26th,  all  the  women  were  ordered 
to  be  put  on  {hoiQ  j  a  talk  not  eafily  eflfecled,  mofl 
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of  them  being  very  unwilling  to  depart :  nor  was  it 
of  much  confequence,  as  they  found  means  to  fol- 
low us  afterwards  to  Huaheine,  Ulietea,  and  the 
other  Society  Ifles ;  nor  did   they  leave  us  till  our 
final  departure  to  our  northern  difcoveries,  never 
more  to  return.     Our  friends  knowing,  by  this,  we 
were  upon  the  point  of  failing,  they  all  paid  us  a 
vilit,  and  brought  more  hogs  than  we  wanted  ;   for 
we  had  fufficient  for  our  prcfent  ufe,  and  had  no  fait 
left  to  preferve  any.     ()n  the  27th,  Captain  Cook 
accompanied  Otoo  to  Oparree  ;  and  before  he  left  it, 
took  a  furvey  of  the  cattle  and  poultry  which  he  had 
configned  to  his  friend's  care.     Every  thing  was  in 
a  promiiing  way,  and  properly  attended  to.     Two 
of  the  geek,  and  two  of  the  ducks  were  fitting; 
but  the  pea-hen  and  turkey-hen  had  neither  of  them 
began  to  lay.     He  took  four  goats  fiom  Otoo,  two 
of  which  he  intended  to  leave  at  Ul-etea,  and  to 
referve  two  for  the  ufe  of  any  other  iilands  he  might 
touch  at  in  his  pafTage  to  the  north.     On  the  28th, 
Otoo  came  on  board,  and  informed  Captain  Cook 
that  he  had  got  a  canoe,  which  he  dJited  he  would 
take  with  him  as  a  prefent  from  the  earee  of  Ota- 
heite  to  the  earecrahie  no  Pretanne.     The  captaia 
was  highly  pleafed  with  Otoo  for  this  mark  of  his 
gratitude.     At  firft,  the  captain  fuppofed  it  to  have 
been  a  model  of  one  of  their  veflels  of  war,  but  it 
proved  to  beafmail  ivahah,  about  i6  feet  long.     It 
was  double,  and  probably  had   been  built  for  the 
purpofe,  and  was  decorated  with  carved  work,  like 
their  canoes  in  general.     It  being  too  large  to  take 
on  board,  the  captain  could  only  thank  him  for  his 
good  intention,  but  the  king  would  have  been  much 
better  pleafed   if  his  prefent  could  have  been  ac- 
cepted.    The   following  circumftance,  concerning 
Otoo,  will  Ihew  that  the  people  of  this  iHand  are 
capable  of  much  addrefs  and  art  to  accomplifh  their 
purpofes.     Among  other  things  which  the  captain 
had  at   different  times  given  to  this  chief,  vvas  a 
No.  S5*  9N  fpying-. 
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fpying-glafs :  having  been  two  or  three  days  pof- 
lelTed  of  it,  he  perhaps  grew  tired  of  his  glafs,  or 
difcovered  that  it  could  not  be  of  any  ufe  to  him  ; 
he  therefore  carried  it  privately  to  Captain  Gierke, 
telling  him,  that  he  had  got  a  prefent  for  him,  in 
return  for  his  friendfhip,  which  he  fuppofed  would 
be  agreeable  :  "  but  (fays  Otoo)  Toote  muft  not  be 
informed  of  this,  becaufe  he  wanted  it,  and  I  refnfed 
to  let  him  have  it."  Accordingly,  he  put  the  glafs 
into  Captain  Clarke's  hands,  afluring  him,  at  the 
lame  time,  that  he  came  honeftly  by  it.  Captain 
Gierke,  at  firft,  wiflied  to  be  excufed  from  accept- 
ing it ;  but  Otoo  infifted  that  he  (hould,  and  left  it 
with  him.  A  few  days  after,  he  reminded  Captain 
Gierke  of  the  glafs  ;  who,  though  he  did  not  wifli 
to  have  it,  was  yet  defirous  of  obliging  Otoo  ;  and 
thinking  a  few^  axes  would  be  moft  acceptable,  pro- 
duced four,  and  offered  them  in  exchange.  Otoo 
immediately  exclaimed,  "  Toote  offered  me  five  for 
it."  Well,  fays  Captain  Gierke,  if  that  be  the  cafe, 
you  fhall  not  be  a  lofer  by  your  friendfliip  for  me  j 
there  are  fix  axes  for  you.  He  readily  acceptedl 
them,  but  again  defired  that  Captain  Cooke  might 
not  be  made  acquainted  with  the  tranfaclion. 

By  calms,  and  gentle  breezes  from  the  weft,  we 
were  detained  here  feme  time  longer  than  we  ex- 
pected, during  which  the  fhips  were  crowded  with 
our  friends,  and  furrounded  with  canoes,  for  none 
of  them  would  quit  the  place  till  we  departed.  At 
length,  on  Monday  the  29th,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M, 
the  wind  came  at  eaft,  and  we  weighed  anchor. 
When  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery  were  under  fail, 
to  oblige  Otoo,  and  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  his 
people,  we  fired  feveral  guns ;  after  which  all  our 
friends,  except  his  majefty,  and  two  or  three  more, 
took  leave  of  us  with  fuch  lively  marks  of  forrow 
and  affection,  as  fufficiently  teftified  how  much  they 
regretted  our  departure.  Otoo  being  defirous  of 
feeing  the  Refolution  fail,  llie  made  a  ftretch  out 
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to  fea,  and  then  in  again  immediately,  when  the 
king  took  his  laft  farewell,  and  went  afhore  in  his 
canoe.     It  was  ftriclly  enjoined  to  the  captaia  by 
Otoo,  to  requeft,  in  his  name,  the  Eareerahie  no 
Pretanne,  to  fend  him  by  the  next  fliip  fome  red 
feathers,  and  the  birds  which  produce  them,  alfo 
axes,  half  a  dozen  mufquets,  powder  and  fiiot,  and 
by  no  means  to  forget  horfes.     When  thefe  people 
make  us  a  prefent,  it  is  cuftomary  for  them  to  let 
us  know  what  they  expeft  in  return  -,  and  we  find 
it  convenient  to  gratify  them,  by  which  means  our 
prefents  come  dearer  to  us  than  what  we  obtain  by 
barter.     But  being /ometimes  preiTed  by  occafional 
fcarcity,  we  could  have  recourfe  to  our  friends  for 
a  fupply,  as  a  prefent,  when  we  could  not  get  it  by 
any  other  method.     Upon  the  whole,    therefore, 
this  way  of  traffic  was  full  as  advantageous  to  us  as 
to  the  natives.     In  general,  we  paid  for  each  lot  or 
feparate  article  as  we  received  them,  except  in  our 
intercourfe  with  Otoo.     His  prefents  were  fo  nu- 
merous, that  no  account  was  kept  between  him  and 
the  captain.    Whatever  this  chief  defired,  if  it  could 
be  fpared,  was  never  denied  him,  and  the  captain 
always  found  him  moderate  in  his  demands. 

If  the  captain  could  Kive  prevailed  on  Omiah  to 
fix  his  refidence  at  Otaheite,  we  fhould  not  have 
quitted  the  iiland  fo  foon  as  we  did :  for  there  was 
not  even  a  probability  of  our  being  better  fupplicd 
with  provifions  eifewhere,  than  we  continued  to  be 
here,  even  at  the  time  of  our  leaving  it.  Befides, 
fuch  a  friendfhip  and  confidence  fublifted  between 
us  and  the  inhabitants,  as  could  hardly  be  expected 
at  any  other  place  ;  and  it  was  rather  extraordinary, 
had  never  once  been  interrupted  or  fufpended  by 
any  accident  or  mifunderftanding,  nor  had  there 
been  a  theft  committed  worthy  of  notice.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  their  regularity  of  condu<5^ 
refulted  from  their  fear  of  interrupting  a  traffic 
which  might  procure  them  a  greater  fhare  of  our 

9  N  2  commodities 


1572    C00K*S   THIRD    AND    LAST    VoYAGE 

commodities  than  they  could  obtain  by  plunder  or 
pilfering.  This  point,  indeed,  was  fettled,  in  fonne 
degree,  at  the  firit  interview  with  their -chiefs,  after 
our  arrival ;  for  the  commodore  declared  then  to  the 
natives,  in  the  moil  decifive  terms,  that  he  would 
rot  fufler  them  to  rob  us,  as  they  had  formerly 
done.  Omiah  was  lingularly  ufeful  in  this  bufinefs, 
being-  inftrucled  by  the  captain  to  point  out  to  them 
the  happy  confequences  of  their  honcfl  condu<fl, 
and  the  fatnl  mifchiefs  that  muil  attend  a  deviation 
from  it.  But  the  chiefs  have  it  not  always  in  their 
power  to  prevent  thefts ;  they  are  often  robbed 
themfelves  -,  and  complain  of  it  as  the  worft  of 
evils.  The  mofl  valuable  things  that  Otoo  received 
from  us,  were  left  in  the  captain's  pofltilion  till  the 
day  before  we  failed,  the  king  declaiing  that  they 
could  be  no  where  fo  fafe.  From  the  acquiiitioii 
of  new  riches,  the  inducements  to  pilfering  muft 
certainly  have  increafed,  and  the  chiefs  are  fenfible 
of  this,  from  their  being  fo  extremely  deiirous  of 
having  chefls.  The  few  that  the  Spaniards  left 
am.cng  them  are  highly  prized  ;  and  they  are  con- 
tinually aj[king  us  for  fom.e.  "We  have  already  men- 
tiontd  one  having  been  made  for  Otoo,  at  his  re- 
quefi:,  the  dimenfions  of  which  were  eight  feet  in 
length,  five  in  breadth,  and  about  three  in  depth. 
Locks  and  bolts  are  not  confidered  as  a  fufficient 
fecuiity,  but  it  muft  be  hrge  enough  for  two  peo- 
ple to  flcep  upon,  and  confequently  guard  it  in  the 
night. 

It  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  we  could  not 
get  any  diilind  account  of  the  time  when  the  Spa- 
niards arrived,  the  time  they  flaid.  and  when  they 
departed.  The  more  we  made  enquiry  into  this 
matter,  the  more  we  were  convinced  of  the  inca- 
pability of  mofl  of  thefe  people  to  remember,  cal- 
culate, or  note  the  time,  when  paft  events  hap- 
pened, efpecially  if  for  a  longer  period  than  eighteen 
or  twenty  months-     It  however  appeared,  from  ihe 
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infcription  upon  the  crofs,  and  by  the  information 
of  the  natives,  that  two  Ihips  came  to  Oheitepeha 
Bay,  in  1774,  not  long  after  Captain  Cook  left  Ma- 
tavai,  which  was  in  May  the  fame  year.     The  live 
(lock  they  left  here  conhfted  of  one  bull,fome  goats, 
hogs,  and  dogs,  and  the  male  of  another  animal, 
which  we  were  afterwards  informed  was  a  ram»,  at 
this  time  at  Bolabola.     The  hogs,  being  large,  have 
already  much  improved  the  bieed  origmally  found 
by  us  upon  the  ifland  ;  and,  on  our  arrival,  were 
very  numerous.     Goats  are  aJfo  in  plenty,  there 
being  hardly  a  chief  without  them.     The  dogs  that 
the  Spaniards  put  afhore  are  of  two  or  three  forts  ; 
had  they  all  been  hanged,  inftead  of  being  left  upon 
the  ifland,  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  natives. 
A  young  ram  we  had  fell  a  vidim  to  one  of  thefe 
animals.     Four  Spaniards  remained  on  Ihore  when 
their  fhips  left  the  ifland,  two  of  whom  were  priefl:s, 
one  a   fervant,  and  the   other  was  much  careffed 
among  the  natives,  who  diftinguifhed  him  by  the 
name  of  Mateema.     He  feems  to  have  fo  far  ftudied 
their  language,  as  to  have  been  able  to  fpeak  it  j  and 
to  have  been  indefatigable  in  imprefiingin  the  mihds 
of  theOteheiteans  exalted  ideasof  thegicatnefsof  the 
Spanifli  nation,  and  inducing  them  to  think  meanly 
of  thatot  theEnghlh.     He  even  afliired  them,  thart 
we  no  longer  exitted  as  an  independent  nation  ;  that 
Pretanne  was  but   a  fmall  ifland,  which  they  had 
entirely  deftroyed  ;  and   as  to  Captain  Cook,  they 
had  met  with  him  at  fca,  and  with  a  few  Ihot  had  fent 
his  fliip,  and  every  foul  in  her,  to  the  bottom,  fo 
that   his   vifiring   Otaheite  was,  of  courfe,  at  this 
time,  very  unexpeded.     Many  other  improbabili- 
ties were  propagated  by  this  Spaniard,  and  believed 
by  the  inhabitants  ;  but  Captain  Cook's  returning 
to  Otaheite  v/as  confidered  as  a  complete  refutation 
of  all  that   Mateema  had  advanced.     "With  what 
views    the   priefts   remained   cannot  eafily  be  con- 
ceived.    If  it  was  their  intention  to  convert  the 
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natives  to  the  catholic  faith,  they  certainly  have 
not  fuccceded  in  a  fingle  inftance.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear, indeed,  that  they  ever  attempted  it ;  for  the 
natives  fay,  they  never  converfed  with  them,  either 
on  this  or  any  other  fubje<^.  The  priefts  reiided 
the  whole  time  at  Oheitepeha  ;  but  Matcema  roved 
about  continually,  vilitingmany  parts  of  the  ifland. 
^4fter  he  and  his  companions  had  (laid  ten  months, 
two  fhips  arriving  at  Otaheite  took  them  on  board, 
and  failed  in  five  days.  Whatever  defign  the  Spa- 
niards might  have  had  upon  this  ifland,  their  hafty 
df  parture  ihews  they  have  now  laid  it  alide.  They 
endeavoured  to  make  the  natives  believe,  that  they 
intended  to  return,  and  would  bring  with  them 
houfes,  ail  kinds  of  animals,  and  men  and  women 
who  were  to  fettle  on  the  ifland.  Otoo,  when  he 
mentioned  this  to  Captain  Cook,  added,  that  if  the 
Spaniards  fhould  return,  he  would  not  permit  them 
to  enter  Matavai  fort,  which,  he  faid,  was  ours. 
The  idea  pleafed  him  ;  but  he  did  not  confider  that 
an  attempt  to  complete  it  would  deprive  him  of  his 
kingdom,  and  his  people  of  their  liberty.  Though 
this  fhews  how  eafily  a  fettlement  might  be  effedled 
at  Otaheite,  it  is  hoped  that  fuch  an  event  might 
never  take  place.  Our  occafional  vifits  may  have 
been  of  fervice  to  its  inhabitants,  but  (confidering 
how  moil  European  eftablifhments  among  Indian 
nations  are  conducted)  a  permanent  fettlement  at 
this  ifland  \\ould,  probably,  give  them  juft  caufe  to 
lament  that  our  fiiips  had  ever  difcovered  it.  In- 
deed, a  meafure  of  this  kind  can  hardly  ever  be  fe* 
rioufly  thought  of,  as  it  can  neither  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofcs  of  public  ambition,  nor  of  private  avarice. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  Captain  Cook 
received  a  vifit  from  one  of  the  two  natives  of  this 
ifland  who  had  been  taken  to  Lima  by  the  Spaniards. 
It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  we  never  faw  him 
afterwards,  efpccially  as  the  captain  received  him 
with    uncommon    civility.     It  was  fuppofed  that 
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Omiah,  from  motives  of  jealoufy,  had  kept  him 
from  the  captain,  he  being  a  traveller,  who,  in  fome 
degree,  might  vie  with  himfelf.  Our  touching  at 
TenerifFe  was  a  lucky  circumftance  for  Omiah,  who 
prided  himfelf  in  having  vifited  a  place  belonging 
to  Spain,  as  well  as  this  man.  Captain  Gierke,  who 
had  ieen  the  other  traveller,  fpoke  of  him  as  a  low 
fellow,  a  httle  out  of  his  fenfes  :  and  his  own  coun- 
trymen entertained  the  fame  opinion  of  him.  In 
Ihort,  thofe  two  adventurers  feemed  to  be  held  ia 
little  or  no  efteem.  They  had  not  been  fo  fortu- 
nate, it  is  true,  as  to  return  home  with  fuch  valu- 
able property  as  had  been  bellowed  upon  Omiah, 
whofe  advantages  are  fo  great  from  having  been  at 
England,  that  if  he  Ihould  hnk  into  his  original  fiate 
of  indolence,  he  has  only  himfelf  to  blame  for  it ; 
and  we  are  inclined  to  think  this  will  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  indifcreet  behaviour.  Some  time  be- 
fore, the  captain,  his  unchangeable  friend  and  pa- 
tron, had  made  up  a  fuit  of  colours  for  him,  but 
he  confidered  them  as  too  valuable  to  be  ufed  at  this 
time,  and  therefore  patched  up  a  parcel  of  flags  and 
pendants,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  a  dozen,  which 
hefpread  on  different  parts  of  his  canoe.  This,  as 
might  be  expected,  drew' a  great  number  of  people 
to  look  at  her.  He  had  completely  locked  himlelf 
with  cloth  and  cocoa-nut  oil,  , which  are  better  and 
more  plentiful  atOtaheite  than  at  any  of  the  Society 
Ifles,  infomuch,  that  they  are  confidered  as  articles 
of  trade.  Omiah  would  not  have  behaved  (o  incon- 
liftently,  as  he  did  in  many  inftances,  had  it  not 
been  for  his  filler  and  brother-in-law,  who,  toge- 
ther with  a  few  felect  companions,  engrofTed  him 
to  themfelves,  in  order  to  ftrip  him  of  every  arti- 
cle he  pofTelTed  :  and  they  would  certainly  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  if  Captain  Cook  had  not  taken  the  mcfl 
ufeful  articles  of  his  property  into  his  pofTeflion. 
However,  Omiah  would  not  have  been  faved  from 
rain,  if  the  captain  had  permitted  thefe  relations 
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and  friends  of  his  to  have  accompanied  him  to  his 
intended  place  of  fettlement  at  Huaheine.  This, 
indeed,  was  their  intention,  but  our  commodore  dif- 
appointed  their  farther  views  of  plunder,  by  forbid- 
ding them  to  appear  at  Huahtine,  while  he  conti- 
nued at  the  Society  Iflands,  and  they  knew  him  well 
enough  not  to  comply. 

OnTiiefday,  the  goth, having  {ailed  from  Otaheite, 
we  continued  our  courfe  under  double  reefed  top- 
fails,  and  flood  for  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  of 
Eimeo.  Omiah,  in  his  canoe,  arrived  there  before 
us,  and  endeavoured,  by  taking  fome  neceffary 
meafures,  to  (hew  us  the  beft  anchoring  place.  We 
were  not,  however,  without  pilots,  having  feveral 
natives  of  Otaheite  on  board,  and  among  them  not 
a  few  women.  Unwilling  to  rely  wholly  on  tliefe 
guides,  two  boats  were  fent  to  examine  the  harbour, 
when,  obferving  the  iignal  made  for  fafe  anchorage, 
we  flood  in  with  both  the  fliips  clofe  up  to  the  head 
of  the  inlet,  where  we  cafl  anchor  in  ten  fathoms 
water,  over  a  bottom  of  foft  mud,  and  moored  with 
a  havvfer  fafl  to  the  fhore.  The  name  of  this  har- 
bour is  Taloo.  It  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  in  the  diflricl  of  Oboonohoo,  or 
Poonohoo,  and  runs  above  two  miles  between  the 
hills,  S.  or  S.  by  E.  It  is  not  inferior  to  any  har- 
bour that  we  have  met  with  in  this  ocean,  both  for 
fecurity  and  goodnefs  of  bottom.  It  has  alfo  this 
lingular  advantage,  that  a  fhip  can  fail  in  and  out 
with  the  reigning  trading  wind.  Several  rivers  fall 
into  it,  one  of  which  is  lb  confiderable,  as  to  admit 
boats  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up,  where  the  water  is 
perfectly  frefh.  The  banks,  on  the  fides  of  this 
llream,  are  covered  with  what  the  natives  call  the 
pooroo-tree,  on  which  they  fet  no  value,  as  it  ferves 
only  for  firing :  fo  that  wood  and  water  may  be 
procured  here  widi  great  facility.  The  harbour  of 
Parowroah,  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  ifland,  is  about 
two  miles  to  the  eaflv/ard,  and  is  much  larger  within 
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than  that  of  Taloo  -,  but  the  opening  in  the  reef  lies 
to  leeward  of  the  harbour,  and  is  confiderably  nar- 
rower. Ther€  are  two  or  three  more  harbouis  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  but  they  are  not  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  thofe  we  have  already  mentioned.  We 
were  received  by  the  natives  of  Eimeo  with  every 
mark  of  hofpitality,  great  numbers  of  whom  came 
aboard  thefhips,but  from  mere  motives  of  curiofity, 
for  they  brought  nothing  with  them  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  barter. 

On  Wednefday  the  ift  of  October,  our  live  ftock 
was  landed,  our  carpenters  fent  out  to  cut  wood, 
and  our  purveyors  to  collect  hogs.  Here  we  found 
Omiah,  who, on  his  arrival,  had  been  divertinghimfelf 
and  the  natives  with  his  feats  of  arms,  and  had  raifed 
their  curiofity  to  a  very  high  degree,  by  acquaint- 
ing them  with  our. attention  of  paying  them  a  vifit, 
as  no  European  fhip  had  ever  anchored  at  their 
ifland  before.  The  next  day,  being  the  2nd,  feve- 
ral  canoes  arrived,  from  diftant  parts,  bringing  with 
them  a  copious  fupply  of  bread-fruit,  cocoa-nuts, 
and  a  few  hogs,  which  were  exchanged  for  beads, 
nails,  and  hatchets  ;  red  feathers  being  not  fo  much 
demanded  here  as  at  Otaheite.  This  day,  in  the 
morning,  Captain  Cook  received  a  viiit  from  Ma- 
heine,  the  chief  of  the  ifland.  He  approached  the 
Ihip  with  as  great  caution  and  deliberation,  as  if  he 
apprehended  mifchief  from  us,  knowing  us  to  be 
friends  of  the  Otaheiteans ;  for  tiiefe  people  have  no 
idea  that  we  can  be  in  friendfliip  with  any  one^ 
without  adopting  his  caufe  againft  his  enemies^ 
This  chief  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  who,  we 
are  told,  is  filler  to  Oamo,  of  Otaheiteq  whoie  death 
we  heard  of  while  we  remained  at  this  ifland.  Cap- 
tain Cook  made  them  prefents  of  fuch  articles  as 
feemed  rnoii  to  ftiike  their  fancy  ;  and  after  flaying 
about  half  an  hour,  they  went  on  ihore  ;  foon  a^ter 
they  returned  with  a  large  hog,  prefenting  it  as  a 
return  for  the  captain's  favour  j  but  he  made  them 
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an  additional  gift  to  the  full  value  of  it ;  after  which 
they  went  on  boaid  the  Difcovery  to  vifit  Captain 
Clei  ke.     Maheine,  fupported  with  a  few  adherents, 
has  made  himfelf,  in  ibrne  degree,  independent  of 
Otaheite.     He  is  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of 
age,  and  is  bald-headed,  a  circumftance  rather  un- 
common, in  thefe  illands,  at  that  age.     He  feemed 
afhamed  of  fhowing  his  head,  and  wore  a  kind  of 
turban  to  conceal  it.     Whether  they  confidered  this 
deficiency    of  hair  difgraceful,   or  whether    they 
fuppofed  we  confidered  it  in  that  light,  is  not  eafy 
to  determine  ;    the  latter,    however,  appears  the 
moft  probable,  from  the  circumftance  of  theirhaving 
feen  us  fliave  the  head  of  one  of  the  natives,  whom 
we  detected  ftealing.     They  naturally  concluded, 
therefore,  that  this  was  a  kind  of  punifhment  in- 
Aided   by  us  upon  all  thieves  ;  and  fomc  of  our 
gentlemen,  whofe  heads  were  but  thinly  covered 
with  hair,  were  violently  fufpefted  by  them  of  be- 
ing tetos.     Towards  the  evening,  Captain   Cook 
and  Omiah  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  rode  along 
the  fliore.     Omiah  having  forbid  the  natives  to 
follow  us,  our  train  was  not  very  numerous  ;  the 
fear  of  giving  offence  having  got  the  better  of  their 
curiofity.     The  fleet  of  Towha  had  been  ftationed 
in  this  harbour,  and  though  the  war  was  but. of 
Ihort  duration,  the  marks  of  its  devaftation  were 
very  numerous  and  every  where  confpicuous.     The 
trees  had  lort  all  their  fruit,  and  the  houfes  in  the 
neighbourhood  had  been  burnt,  or  otherwife  de- 
ftroyed. 

On  Monday  the  6th,  we  hauled  the  fliip  off  into 
the  ftream,  intending  to  put  to  fea  the  next  day, 
but  the  following  difagreeable  incident  prevented 
it.  We  had,  in  the  morning,  fent  our  goats  afhore 
to  graze;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  natives  con- 
trived to  {leal  one  of  them,  notwithftanding  two 
men  had  been  appointed  to  look  after  them.  This 
was  a  confiderable  lofs,  as  it  interfered  with  the 
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captain's  views  of  flocking  other  iflands  with  thofe 
animals:  he,  therefore,  was  determined, 'if  pofli- 
ble,  to  recover  it.     On  the  7th,  we  received  intel- 
ligence, that  it  had  been  conveyed  to  Maheine,  who 
was,  at  that   time,  at  Parowroah  harbour.     Two 
elderly  men  oiFered  their  fervices  to  con(;lLicl  any  of 
our  people  to  him,  in  order  to  bring  back  the  goat. 
The  captain,  therefore,  difpatched  fome  of  our  peo- 
ple in  a  boat,  charged  with  a  meffage  to  that  chief, 
and  infilled  on  both  the  goat  and  the  thief  being 
immediately  given  up.     Maheine  had,  only  the  day 
before,  requelled  the  commodore  to  give  him  two 
goats;  but,  as  there  were  none  of  thefe  animals  at 
fome   other   iflands,    he   refufed  to   gratify    him. 
Willing,  however,  to  oblige  him  in  this  particular, 
he  delired  an  Otaheite  chief,  then  prefent,to  requelt 
of  Otoo,  in  his  name,  to  convey  two  goats  to  Ma- 
heine; and  to  infure  his  compliance,  lent  him,  by 
the  fame  chief,  a  quantity  of  red  feathers,  equal  in 
value  to  the  two  goats  that  were  required.     The 
commodore  expelled   that  Maheine,   and  all  the 
other  chiefs  of  the  ifland,  would   have  been  per- 
fectly fatisfied  with  this  arrangement ;  but  he  was 
miftaken,  as  the  event  clearly  proves.     Little  fuf- 
pecling  that  any  one  would  prefume  to  Ileal  a  fe- 
cond,  while  the  necefl'ary  meafures  were  taken  to 
recover  the  firfl,  the  goats  were  again  put  afhore  this 
morning',  and  a  boat,  as  ufual,  was  fent  for  them 
in   the   evening.     While  our  people  were  getting 
them  into  the  boat,  one  was  conveyed  away  un- 
difcovered.     As  it  was  miffed  immediately,  we  ex- 
pected  to  recover  it  without  much  trouble,  as  it 
could  not  have  been  carried  to  any  coniiderable 
diftance.     Several  of  the  natives  fet   out  after  it, 
different   ways  ;  for  they   all  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  us,  that  it  muft  have  llrayed  into  the  woods  ; 
not  one  of  them  admitting  that  it  was  flolen.     We 
we're,  however,  convinced  of  the  contrary,  v.'hen 
we  found  ijot  one  of  the  purfuers  rpcurned:  tlieir 
9  O  2  intention 
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intention  being  only  to  amufe  us,  till  their  prize  was 
fafely  ciepofited;  and  nighn  coming  on  prevented 
all  farther  fearch.  At  this  infcant,  the  boat  returned 
with  the  other  goat,  and  one  of  the  perfons  who 
had  purloined  it.  I'he  next  morning  being  Wed- 
nefday  the  Hth,  moil  of  the  natives  were  moved  off. 
They  had  cairied  with  them  a  corpfe  that  lay  on  a 
toopapoo,  oppofite  the  (hip  ;  ar.d  Maheine,  we  were 
informed,  had  retired,  to  the  remotcft  part  of  the 
ifland.  It  now  plainly  appeared,  that  a  regular  plan 
had  been  projected  to  fteal  what  the  comniodore  had 
rcfufed  to  give ;  and  that,  having  reftored  one, 
they  were  dttei  mined  not  to  part  with  the  other, 
which  was  a  female,  and  with  kid  ;  and  the  com- 
modore was  equally  refolved  to  have  it  back  again  : 
he,  therefore,  applied  to  the  two  eldeily  men,  who 
had  been  inilru mental  in  recovering  the  firft,  who 
informed  him  that  this  had  been  taken  to^  place  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  called  Watea,  by  Ha- 
moa,  who  was  the  chief  of  that  diftriO  ;  but  that 
it  would  be  delivered  up,  if  we  fent  and  demanded 
it.  They  fhewed  a  willingnefs  to  condiift  fome  of 
our  people  to  the  fpot ;  but  findmg  that  a  boat 
might  go  and  return  in  one  day,  one  was  immedi- 
ately difpatched  with  two  of  our  officers,  Mr.  Ro- 
berts, and  Mr.  Shuttlcworth  ;  one  to  remain  with 
the  boat,  if  ihe  could  not  get  to  the  place,  while 
the  other  went  with  the  guides,  accompanied  by 
fom.e  of  our  people.  The  boat  returned  in  the 
evening,  when  we  v.'ere  informed  by  the  officers, 
that,  after  proceeding  in  the  boat  as  far  as  rocks  and 
ilioals  would  permit,  Mr. Shuttlcworth  landed ;  and, 
attended  v/ith  two  marines,  and  one  of  the  guides, 
went  to  the  houfe  of  Hamoa,  at  Watea,  where,  for 
fome  time,  they  were  amufed  by  the  natives,  who 
pretended  they  had  fent  for  the  goat,  and  that  it 
would  foon  be  produced.  But  as  it  did  not  arrive, 
and  night  approaching,  Mr.  Shuttleworth  refolved 
to  give  over  the  fruitlcfs  fearcb,  and  return  to  his 
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boat.  Captain  Cook  now  lamented  that  he  had 
firoceeded  lb  far  in  the  bufinefs,  feeing  he  could  not 
retreat  with  credit,  nor  without  giving  encourage- 
ment .to  other  iflanders  to  rob  us  with  impunity. 
Upon  confulting  with  Omiah,  and  the  two  old 
men,  they  advifcd  us,  without  heiitation,  to  ad- 
vance up  the  country  with  a  party  of  men,  and 
fhoot  every  perfon  they  Ihould  meet  with.  The 
captain  did  not  approve  of  the  bloody  part  of  this 
counfel ;  neverthelefs,  early  the  next  morning,  being 
the  9th,  he  fet  out  with  thirty-live  of  our  people, 
accompanied  by  Omiah,  one  of  the  old  men,  and 
three  attendants.  Lieutenant  Williamfon  was  aifo 
ordered  round  the  weftern  part  of  the  ifland,  with 
three  armed  boats,  to  meet  us.  We  had  no  fooner 
landed,  than  the  few  remaining  natives  fled  before 
us.  The  lirfl  perfon  we  met  with  on  our  march, 
was  in  a  kind  of  perilous  lituation  ;  for  Omiah,  the 
inftant  he  beheld  him,  alked  Captain  Cook  if  he 
fliould  Ihoot  him  ;  fo  fully  was  he  perfuaded,  that 
the  advice  given  us  was  immediately  to  be  carried 
into  execution  ;  but  the  captain  gave  orders  both 
to  him  and  our  guide,  to  let  it  be  made  known, 
that  it  was  not  our  mtention  to  deftroy  a  fingle  na- 
tive. Thefe  joyful  tidings  foon  circulated,  and  pre- 
vented the  flight  of  the  inhabitants.  Alcending 
the  ridge  of  hills,  on  our  road  tQ  Watea,  we  were 
informed  that  the  goat  had  been  carried  the  fame 
way,  and  could  hardly  have  palTed  the  hills  :  wc 
therefore  marched  up  in  great  filence,  cxpeding  to 
furprize  the  party  who  were  bearing  off  the  prize  ; 
but,  when  we  arrived  at  the  uppermoft  plantation, 
we  were  told,  that  the  animal  we  were  in  learch  of, 
had,  indeed,  been  kept  there  the  lirft  night,  but, 
the  next  morning,  was  conveyed  to  Watea.  We 
made  no  farther  enquiry,  till  we  came  within  light 
of  Watea,  where  we  were  directed  to  Hamoa's  houfe 
by  fome  people,  who  alfo  informed  us,  that  the  goat 
>vas  there.  We  fully  expected  to  obtain  it  on  oar 
4  arrival ; 
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arrival ;  but,  having  reached  the  houfe,  the  people 
there  denied  that  they  had  ever  feen  it,  or  knew  any 
thing  about  it.     Hamoa  himfelf  appeared,  and  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  to    the  fame   effecl.     On  our  firft 
coming  to  Watea,  feveral  men  were  feen,  running 
to  and  fro  in  the  woods,  with  clubs  and  darts  in 
their  hands  ;  andOmiah,who  had  ran  towards  them, 
was  affaulted  with  ftones ;  hence  it  appeared,  that 
they  intended  to  oppofe  any  attempt  that  we  might 
be  induced* to  make  ;  but,  on  feeing  the  ftrength  of 
our  party,  had  given  up  the  defign  :  we  were  con-? 
firmed  in  this  opinion,  by  obferving,  that  all  their 
houfes  were  empty.     After  having  colle6led  a  few 
of  the  natives  together,  Omiah  was  direded  to  ex- 
poftulate  with  them  on  the  abfurdity  of  their  con- 
duct, and  to  let  them  know,  we  had  received  fuffi-i 
cient  information  that  the  goat  was  in  their  poiTef- 
jQon ;  and  that,  if  it  was  not  without  delay  delivered 
up,  we  fhould  burn  all  their  houfes  and  canoes  ; 
yet,  notwithftanding  this  expofculation,  they  per- 
iifted  in  their  denial  of  having  any  knowledge  of 
it :  in  confequence  of  which  we  fet  fire  to  eight  of 
their  houfes,  and  three  war  canoes,  all  which  were 
prefently  confumed.     We  afterwards  marched  off 
to  join  the  boats,  at  that  time  eight  miles  from  us  ; 
and,  in  our  rout,  burnt  fix  other  war  canoes,  with- 
out any  oppofition  ;  on  the  contrary,  many  of  the 
natives  affiited  us,  perhaps,  more  from  fear  than 
any  other  motive.     Omiah,  who  was  at  fome  dif- 
tance  before  us,  came  back  with  information,  that 
a  number  of  men  were  affembled  to.  attack  us.     We 
prepared  to  receive  them  ;  but,  inftead  of  enemieSj 
they  were  petitioners,  with  plantain  trees  in  their 
hands,  which  they  laid  down  before  us,  entreating 
the  commodore  to  fpare  a  canoe  that  lay  upon  the 
fpot,  which  he  readily  complied  with.     About  four 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  Wharra- 
rade,  where  our  boats  were  waiting  for  us.     This 
diftrict  belongs  tQ  Tiarataboonoue  5  but  this  chiet, 

together 
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together  with  the  other  principal  people  of  the  place, 
had  fled  to  t|;ie  hills  ;  though  we  made  no  attack  on 
their  property,  they  being  in  amity  with  Otoo. 
Here  we  remained  about  an  hour,  in  order  to  reft 
ourfelves,  and  afterwards  fet  out  for  the  fhips-, 
where  we  arrived  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  ^ 
but  no  tidings  of  the  goat  had,  at  that  time,  been 
received  ;  and,  of  courfe  the  operations  of  the  day 
had  been  ineffectual. 

On  Friday  the  loth,  early  in  the  morning,  a  meC- 
fenger  was  fent  off  to  Maheine,  charged  with  this 
peremptory  refolution  of  the  captain,  that  if  he 
perfifted  in  his  refufal  to  deliver  up  the  goat,  a  lin- 
gle  canoe  fliould  not  be  left  upon  the  iiland  ;  and 
that  hoftilities  fhould  never  ceafe,  while  the  ftolen 
animal  remained  in  his  poffeflion.  That  the  meilen- 
ger  might  perceive  the  captain  was  in  earneft,  he 
ordered  the  carpenter,  in  his  prefence,  to  breakup 
three  canoes  that  lay  at  the  head  of  the  harbour ; 
and,  by  his  order,  the  planks  were  taken  on  board, 
to  ferve  as  materials  to  build  a  houfe  for  Omiah,  at 
the  place  where  he  intended  to  fix  his  refidence. 
From  hence,  our  commander,  properly  attended, 
went  to  the  next  harbour,  where  he  deftroyed  eight 
more  canoes,  and  returned  on  board  about  feven 
in  the  evening.  On  his  arrival,  he  was  informed, 
that  the  goat  had  been  returned  half  an  hour  be- 
fore ;  and  it  appeared  from  good  intelligence,  that 
it  came  from  the  very  place,  where  the  inhabitants, 
the  day  before,  declared  they  knew  nothing  about 
it ;  but,  from  the  mefiage  dehvered  to  the  chief  in 
the  morning,  he  perceived,  that  the  captain  was 
not  to  be  trifled  with.  Thus  ended  this  trouble- 
fome  and  unfortunate  bufinefs,  equally  to  be  re- 
gretted by  the  natives,  and  by  Captain  Cook.  He 
was  grieved  to  reflect,  that,  after  refufmg  to  afTift 
his  friends  at  Otaheite,  in  the  invaflon  of  this 
ifland,  he  Ciould  fo  foon  be  obliged  to  engage  in 
i)oftilities  againft  its  inhabitants  5  which,  perh.aps, 
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were  more  injurious  to  thera,  than  Towha's  expe- 
dition. In  a  memorandum  of  occurrences,  penned 
by  one  ot  our  oflicers,  we  find  a  much  lefs  favour- 
able account  of  this  affair  than  the  above  ;  the  cir- 
cumftances  are  thus  related  by  that  gentleman. 

*'  On  the  2ncl  of  Oclober,  Maheine,  accompanied 
by  other  chiefs  came  on  board  the  Difcovery,  v^rith 
large  hogs  by  way  of  prelents  ;  and  were  prefented 
in  return  with  axes,'  hatchets,  looking-glaffes,  &c. 
.our  purveyors  were  likewife  much  gratified,  by 
the  fuccefs  they  met  v/ith  in  marketing  ;  purchafing 
the  largeft  hogs  for  the  mereft  trifles  ;  as  for  in- 
ftance,  a  hog  of  200  weight,  for  twelve  red  feathers, 
and  fo  in  proportion.  But  this  friendly  intercourfe 
was  foon  changed  to  a  fcene  of  defolation,  that  no 
injury  we  received  from  the  pilfering  difpofition  of 
the  inhabitants  could  juftity.  The  people  had 
brought  us  every  thing  their  iiland  afforded,  and 
had  left  it  to  the  generofity  of  the  purchafers  to 
give,  in  return,  whatever  they  pleafed  :  but  unfor- 
tunately a  goat  from  our  live  Ifock  was  miffing. 
It  had  been  fecretly  conveyed  away  in  the  ftight, 
from  the  paftures  in  which  they  were  placed  to  feed, 
notwithftandingthevigilance  of  theguard  appointed 
to  look  after  them.  With  the  lofs  of  this  animal, 
no  doubt  a  great  prize  to  the  thief,  the  earee  of  the 
iiland  was  made  acquainted  by  Captain  Cook,  and 
a  peremptory  requifition  made  to  have  it  refi:ored, 
on  pain  of  having  his  country  laid  wafte,  his  {hip- 
ping defcroyed,  and  himfelf  perfonally  punilhed 
for  the  crime  of  his  fubject.  The  king  promifed 
his  affiftance,  and  required  time  for  enquiry  ;  but, 
as  foon  as  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  he  abfconded,  and 
was  no  more  feen.  The  goat  being  ftill  miffing,  and 
no  means  ufed  for  recovering  and  reff:oring  it,  2 
party  from  both  fliips,  with  the  marines  in  a  body, 
were  ordered  out,  to  carry  the  threats  of  our  com- 
mander into  execution.  For  three  days,  fuccef- 
fively,  they  continued  their  devaftations,  burning 

and 
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•and  deftroying  200  of  the  beft  houfes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  as  many  of  their  large  war  canoes  ;    at 
the  fame  time,  cutting  down  their  fruit  trees,  and 
deftroying  their  plantations.    The  natives  who  lived 
at  a  diftance,  hearing  of  the  havock  that  was  made 
near  the   bay,  filled  their  canoes  with  flones  and 
funk  them,  with  a  view  to  their  prefervation  ;  but 
that  availed  them  nothing  ;  for  the  captain  ordered 
boats  to  be  manned  and  armed  ;  the  canoes  that 
were   funk  to   be  weighed  up  and  dellroyed  -,  in 
fliort,  a  general  defohtion  to  be  carried  through  the 
whole  illand,    fliould  the  goat  be   ftill  withheld. 
Add  to  this,  that  two  young  natives  of  quality  be- 
ing found  on  board  our  fhip,  were  made  prifoners, 
and  told  they  were  to  be  put  to  death,  if  the  goat 
fliould  not  be  reflored  within  a  certain  time.     The 
youths    proteiled   their  own  innocence,    and  dif- 
claimed  all  knowledge  of  the  guilty  perfons ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  every  preparation  was  appa- 
rently made  for  putting  them  both  to  death.     Large 
ropes  were  carried  upon  the  main  deck,  and  made 
fall  fore  and  aft ;  axes,  chains,  &c.  were  placed  upon 
the  quarter  deck,  in  fight  of  the  young  men,  whofe 
terrors  were  increafed  by  the  information  of  Omiah, 
who  gave  them  to  underftand  that,  by  all  thefe  fo- 
lemn  preparations,  their   doom  was  finally  deter- 
mined.    Under   thefe   gloomy   apprehendons   the 
poor  youths  remained  till  the  9th,  v/hen,  about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  a  body  of  between  50  arid 
60  natives  were,  ieen  from  the  fliip  haftcning  to  the 
harbour,  who,  when  they  came  near,  held  up  the 
goat  in  their  arms,  in  raptures  that  they  had  found 
it,  and  that  it  was  Itili  alive.     The  joy  oF  the  im- 
prifoned  young  men  is  not  to  be  expreifed  ;  and 
when  they  were  releafed,  inftead  of  ihewing  any 
{igns  of  refentment,  they  were  ready  to  fall  dowa 
and  W£>rfliip  their  deliverers.     It  can  fcarce  be  cre- 
dited, when  the   devaftation  ceafed,  how  foon  the 
injury  they  had  fufrered  was  forgotten,  and  piovi^ 
No.  s^,  9  F  fipns 
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iions  again  brought  to  market,  as  if  no  violence 
had  ever  been  committed  by  us ;  only  the  earee  of 
the  ifland  never  made  his  appearance.  All  this  while 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  vi^ere  wit- 
nefi'es  of  the  feverity  with  which  this  theft  was  pu- 
nifhed  ;  but  itfeemed  to  make  no  unfavourable  im- 
preffion  upon  them  j  for  they  continued  their  good 
oillces  as  long  as  we  rem^ained  in  the  Society  Ifles." 
On  Saturday  the  nth,  our  intercourfe  with  the 
natives  was  renewed ;  feveral  canoes  bringing  bread- 
fruit and  cocoa-nuts  to  the  fhips ;  whence  our  com- 
mander concluded,  they  were  confcious  of  having 
m.ei  ited  the  treatment  they  had  received  ;  and  that 
the  caufe  of  his  difpleafure  being  now  removed,  they 
apprehended  no  farther  mifchief.  Being  now  about 
to  take  our  departure  from  Eimeo,  we  Ihail  firfl  jufl 
remark,  that  there  is  very  little  diflerence  between 
the  produce  of  this  ifl?md,  and  that  of  Otaheite  ; 
but  the  difference  in  their  women  is  remarkable. 
Thofe  of  Eimeo  have  a  dark  hue,  are  low  in  ftature, 
and  have  forbidding  features.  We  would  obferve 
farther,  the  appearance  of  Eimeo  beai  s  not  the  leaft 
refemblance  to  that  of  Otaheite.  The  latter  being 
a  hilly  country,  has  little  low  land,  except  fome 
deep  valleys,  and  a  fiat  border  that  almofi:  fur- 
rounds  it  near  the  fea.  Eimeo  has  ftecp  rugged 
hills,  running  in  different  direci:ions,  leaving  large 
valleys,  and  gently  rifmg  grounds  about  their  Gdes. 
The  hills,  though  rocky,  are  generally  covered  with 
trees  almoft  to  the  tops.  At  the  bottom  of  the  har- 
bour of  Taloo,  the  ground  generally  rifcs  to  the  foot 
of  the,  hills:  but  the  flat  border  on  the  fides,  be- 
comes quite  fleep  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fea. 
This  produces  a  profpecl  {'uperior  to  any  thing  we 
faw  at  Otaheite.  In  the  low  grounds,  the  foil  is  a 
yellowifli  (Hff  m.ould;  on  the  lower  hills  it  is  blacker, 
iind  more  loofe ;  and  the  flone  which  compofes  the 
Iiills,  is  of  a  bluifli  colour,  interfperfed  with  fome, 
j)articlcs  of  glimmer.     Near  the  place  where  our 
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fhips  were  ftationed,  are  two  large  (iones,  concern- 
ing which  feme  faperftitious  notions  are  entertained 
by  the  natives.  They  confider  them  as  brother  and 
iifter ;  that  they  are  eatooas,  or  divinities  ;  and  that 
they  came  from  Uhetea,  by  fome  iupernatural 
means. 

Having  procured,  atthisifland,  a  large  quantity 
of  fire-wood,  an  article  we  could  not  fupply  our- 
felves  with  at  Matavai,  there  being  not  a  tree  but 
what  is  ufeful  to  the  inhabitants,  and  likewife  a 
number  of  hogs,  bread-fruit,  and  cocoa-nuts,  at 
nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  weighed,  having  a  fine  breeze 
down  the  harbour  ;  but  it  was  fo  faint  and  variable, 
that  we  were  not  out  at  fea  before  noon,  at  which 
time  we  directed  our  courfe  to  Huaheine,    Omiah 
having  previoufly  fet  fail  before  us.     In  the  night, 
the  weather   being  hazy,  he  loft  fight  of  the  Ihip 
and  fired  his  gun,  which  w^as  anfwered  by  the  ile- 
folution.     On  Sunday  the  12th,  we  came  in  fight 
of  Huaheine,  and,  at  noon,  anchored  at  the  nor- 
thern entrance  of  Owharre  Harbour,  fituated  on  the 
weft-fide  of  the  ifland.     Omiah,  in  his  canoe,  en- 
tered the  harbour  juft  before  us,  but  did  not  land  ; 
and  though   many  of  his  countrymen  crov,ded  to 
fee  him,  he  did  not   take  much  notice  of  them. 
Great  numbers  alfo  came  off  to  the  fhips,  infomuch 
that  we  were  greatly  incommoded  by  them.     Our 
pafiengers  immediately  informed  them  of  ourtranf- 
adions  at  Eimeo,  multiplying,  by  ten  at  leaft,  the 
number  of  canoes  and  houfes  that  we  had  deftroyed. 
Captain    Cook  was  not  much   difpleafed  at  their 
giving  this  exaggerated  account,  as  he  found  that  it 
made  a  confiderable  imprefiion  upon  all  Vv^ho  heard 
it ;  fo  that  he  had  hopes  it  wou'd  induce  the  natives 
of  this  iOand  to  treat  him  in  a  better  manner  than 
they  had  done  in  his  former  vifit.     The  next  morn- 
ing, vs^hich  v^as  the    13th,  all  the  principal  people  - 
of  the  iiland  came  to  our  fliips.     This  was  juft  what 
our  commodore  wiflied,  as  it  was  now  high  time 
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to  fettle  Omiah,  and  he  fuppofed  that  the  prefence 
of  thefe  chiefs  would  enable  him  to  efFeft  it  in  a 
fatisfactory  manner.  But  Omiah  now  feemed  in- 
clined to'eitabhfli  himfelf  at  Ulietea  ;  and  if  he  and 
Captain  Cook  could  have  agreed  with  refped:  to  the 
mode  of  accomplifliing  that  delign,  the  latter  would 
have  confented  to  adopt  it.  His  father  had  been 
deprived  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bolabola,  when 
they  fubdued  Ulietea,  of  fome  land  in  that  iiland  ; 
and  the  captain  hoped  he  ihould  be  able  to  get  it  re- 
ilored  to  the  fon  without  difliculty.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  was  neceflary  that  Omiah  ihould  be  upon 
friendly  terms  with  thofe  who  had  become  mafiers 
of  the  iiland  ;  but  he  would  not  liilen  to  any  fucli 
propofal,  and  was  vain  enough  to  imagine  that  the 
captain  Would  make  ufe  of  force  to  reinflate  him  in 
his  forfeited  lands.  This  prepoffefiion  preventing 
his  being  fixed  at  Ulietea,  the  captain  began  to  con- 
fider  liuaheine  as  the  more  proper  place,  and  there- 
fore determined  to  avail  himJelf  of  the  prefence  of 
the  chief  men  of  that  ifland,  and  propoie  the  affair 
to  them. 

The  fhips  were  no  lefs  crov.ded  with  hogs,  than 
with  chiefs,  the  former  being  poured  in  upon  us 
f after  than  the  butchers  and  lalters  could  difpatch 
them.  Indeed,  for  feveral  days  after  our  arrival, 
fome  hundreds,  great  and  fmall,  were  brought  on 
board  ;  and,  if  any  wererefufed,  they  were  thrown 
into  the  boats,  and  left  behind.  Bread-fruit,  bana- 
noes,  plantains,  cocoa-nuts,  and  yams,  were  brought 
in  theiame  plentiful  proportions,  and  piirchafed  for 
trifles.  At  Otahcite  we  had  heard,  that  our  old 
friend  Oree  was  no  longer  the  chief  of  Huaheine, 
and  that  at  this  time  he  refided  at  Ulietea.  Indeed 
he  never  had  been  more  than  regent  during  tho 
minority  of  Taireetareea,  the  preient  earee  rahie; 
bi.'t  he  c;id  not  give  up  the  regency  till  he  was  com- 
pelled thereunto.  His  two  fons,  Opoony  and  Tcwha, 
were  the  firft  who  paid  us  a  viiit,  coming  on  board 
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before  the  iliip  was  well  in  the  harbour,  and  bring- 
in"-  with  them  a  prefent ;  for  which  they  received, 
in^return,  red  feathers,  &c.  Red  feathers  are  here, 
as  at  Otaheite,  a  very  remarkable  commodity,  with 
which  the  feamen  madQ  purchafes  of  cloth,  and 
other  manufadures  of  the  ifland  :  thofe  who  were 
followed  by  their  mifles  from  Otaheite,  kept  fepa- 
rate  tables  for  them,  at  a  fm.all  expence  ;  while  the 
mifles  catered  and  cooked  for  their  mates,  who 
feafted  every  day  on  barbicued  pigs,  ftewed  fowls, 
roafted  bread-fruit,  and  a  variety  of  other  delica- 
cies, purchafed  by  the  ladies  for  the  mereit  trifles. 
Among  our  foremaft-men  were  many  who  laid  in 
ftore  of  thefe  good  things  for  their fupport,  in  cafe  of 
being  reduced  to  fliort  allowance  ;  and  they  had 
reafon,  afterwards,  to  confole  themfelves  on  their 
provident  care. 

The  captain  now,  after  the  hurry  of  bufinefs  in 
the  morning  was  over,  prepared  to  make  a  vifit  in 
forni  to  Taireetareea,  the  earee  rahie,  or  prefent 
reigning  king  of  the  ifland.  Omiah,  who  was  to 
accompany  him,  drefled  himfelf  very  properly  on 
the  occaflon,  and  provided  a  handfome  prefent  for 
the  chief  himfelf,  and  another  for  his  Eatooa.  Their 
landing  drew  moft  of  the  vifitors  from  the  (hips, 
who,  with  many  others,  aflemblcd  in  a  large  houfe. 
The  concourfe  of  people  became  very  great,  the 
major  part  of  whom  feemed  ftouter  and  fairer  than 
thofe  of  Otaheite ;  and  the  number  of  men  who 
appeared  to  be  of  confequencewas  alfoniuchgreater, 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  ifland.  The 
captain  waited  fome  time  for  the  king  ;  but  when 
he  appeared,  we  found  his  prefence  might  have  been 
difpcnfed  with,  as  his  age  did  not  exceed  ten  years. 
Omiah,  who  fl:ood  at  a  little  diftancs  from  the  cir- 
cle of  great  men,  began  with  making  his  ofl^ering 
to  the  gods,  which  confifted  of  cloth,  red  feathers, 
&c.  Another  offering  fucceeded,  which  was  to  be 
given  to  the  gods  by  the  young  chief  5  and  after 
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that,  feveral  other  tufts  of  red  feathers  were  pre- 
fented.     The  different  articles  were  laid  before  a 
prieft,  being  each  of  them  delivered  with  a  kind  of 
prayer,   which    was   fpoken   by   one   of   Omiah's 
friends,   though  in  a  great  meafure  dictated  by  him- 
felf.     In  thefe  oraifons  he  did  not  forget  his  friends 
in  England,  nor  thofe  who  had  conducted  him  fafe 
back  to  his  native  country.     The  earee  rahie  no 
Pretanne,    the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Toote  (Captain 
Cooke),  Tatee  (Captain  Clerke),  were  mentioned 
in  every  one  of  them.     Thefe  offerings  and  prayers 
being  ended,  the  prieft  took  each  of  the  articles  iri 
order,  and,  after  repeating  a  concluding  prayer,  fent 
every  one  of  them  to  the  morai.     After  the  per- 
formance of  thefe  religious  rites,  Omiah  feated  him- 
felf  by  the  captain,  who  beftowed  a  prefent  on  the 
young   prince,    and  received   another    in    return. 
Some  arrangements  were  next  agreed  upon,  relative 
to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  intercourfe  between 
us  and  the  natives :  to  whom   the  captain   pointed 
out  the  mifchievous  confequences  that  would  attend 
their  plundering'us,  as  on  former  occafions.     The 
eftabliflimerit  of  Omiali  was  then  propofed  to  this 
affembly  of  chiefs.     They  were  informed,  that  we 
had  conveyed  him  into  England,  where  he  was  well 
receiveH  by  the  great  King  of  Pretanne,  and  his 
Earees ;  and  had    been    treated,  during  his  whole 
ftay,  with  all  the  marks  of  regard  and  affe6lion ; 
that  he  had  been  brought  back  again,  and  enriched 
with   a  variety    of  articles,  which,  it  was  hoped, 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  his  countrymen  •,  and 
that,  befides   the  two  horfes  which  were  to  con- 
tinue with  him,  many  other  new  and  ufeful  animals 
had   been  left   at   Otaheite,  which  would  fpeedily 
multiply,  and  furnifli  a  fullicient  number  for  the 
ufe  of  all  the  neighbouring  iilands.     The  captain 
then  gave  them   to  underlland,  it  was  his  earneft 
rcqueft  that  they  would  give  his  friend,  Omiah,  a 
piece  of  land,  upon  which  he  might  build  a  houfe, 
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raife  provifionsforhimfelf  and  family ;  adding,  that 
if  he  could  not  obtain  this  at  Huaheine,  either  by  do- 
nation or  purchafe,  he  was  refolved  to  carry  him  to 
Ulietea,  and  fettle  him  there.  We  obferved  that 
this  conclufion  feemed  to  gain  the  approbation  of 
all  the  chiefs  ;  and  the  reafon  was  not  lefs  obvious. 
Omiah  had  vainly  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  cap- 
tain would  ufe  force  in  reftoring  him  to  his  father's 
poiTeliions,  in  Ulietea  ;  and  he  had  talked  at  random, 
on  this  Aibjecl,  among  fome  chiefs,  at  this  meeting, 
who  now  expected  that  they  fliould  be  ailifted  by  us 
in  an  invafion  of  Ulietea,  and  driving  the  Bolabo- 
lans  out  of  that  ifland.  It  being  proper,  therefore, 
that  they  fliould  be  undeceived  in  this  particular, 
the  captain,  with  this  view,  fignified  to  them,  in 
the  moft  decilive  manner,  that  he  would  neither 
give  them  any  ailiftance  in  fuch  an  enterprize,  nor 
even  fuffer  it  to  be  put  in  execution,  while  he  re- 
mained in  their  feas ;  and  that,  if  Omiah  eftabliflied 
himfelf  in  UJietea",  he  fhould  be  introduced  as  a 
friend,  and  not  forced  upon  the  people  of  Bolabola 
as  their  conqueror.  This  peremptory  declaration 
immediately  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  fentiments  of 
the  council ;  one  of  whom  expreffed  himfelf  to 
thiseffed:  that  the  whole  ifland  of  Huaheine,  and 
whatever  it  contained,  were  Captain  Cook's,  and 
therefore  he  might  difpofe  of  what  portion  he 
pleafed  to  his  friend  :  but,  though  Omiah  feemed 
much  pleafed  at  hearing  this,  to  make  an  offer  of 
what  it  would  be  improper  to  accept,  the  captain  con- 
dered  as  offering  nothing :  he  for  this  reafon  de- 
fired  them  to  mark  out  the  particular  fpot,  and 
likewife  the  exact  quantity  of  land,  which  they 
intended  to  grant  for  the  fettlement.  Upon  this, 
fome  chiefs,  who  had  retired  from  the  affembly,  ' 
were  fent  for  ;  and,  after  a  fliort  confultation,  the 
commodore's  requeft  was  unanimoufly  complied 
with,  and  the  ground  immediately  fixed  upon,  ad- 
jianing  to  the  houfe  where  the  prefent  meeting  was 
1  held. 
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held.  It  extended  along  the  ftiore  of  the  harbour, 
about  200  yards;  its  depth,  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hill,  was  fomewhat  more ;  and  a  proporti- 
onable part  of  the  hill  was  comprehended  in  the 
gr^nt. 

This  affair  being  fettled,  on  Saturday,  the  i8th, 
a  tent  was  pitched  on  fhore,  a  poft  eftablifhed,  and 
the  obfervatorics  erecled.  As  this  was  one  of  the 
moft  plentiful  of  the  Society  Ifles^  it  was  propofed 
to  make  fome  ftay  here,  in  order  to  careen  the  Ihips, 
and  to  lay  in  proviiions  for  future  ufe.  This  was 
the  more  necelTary,  as  we  were  to  fail  to  countries 
wholly  unknown,  where  it  was  uncertain  what  ac- 
commodations we  misfht  meet  with,  or  to  what 
diliiculties  we  might  be  fubjecl.  The  beds  and  fur- 
niture of  every  kind  were  therefore  unladen,  and 
every  crevice  of  the  fhips  examined,  fcrapcd, 
wafhed  with  vinegar,  and  fmoked.  While  this  laft  ' 
operation  was  performing,  the  lower  port-holes 
were  left  open,  for  the  rats  to  make  their  efcape  ; 
in  fliort,  a  thorough  revihon  was  directed  to  be  made 
of  every  thing  on  board,  as  well  to  cleanfe  the  fur- 
niture from  vermin,  as  to  remove  the  danofer  of  in- 
feAion  from  putrid  air,  generated  by  a  perpetual 
fucceflion  of  multitudes  of  people,  between  decks, 
ever  hnce  our  arrival  at  Otaheite.  The  fick  were, 
at  the  fame  time,  landed  for  the  benefit  of  the  air, 
and  every  means  ufed  to  recover,  and  to  pi  eferve 
them  in  health  v/hen  recovered.  Amongj  the  lick 
was  Captain  Gook  himfelf,  for  whofe  recovery  the 
crews  of  both  (liips  were  under  much  concern,  as 
the  fuccefs  of  thti  voyage  was  thought  in  a  great 
meafure  to  depend  upon  his  care  and  conduct.  By 
the  doctor's  advice,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  fleep 
on  fliore;  where  he  was  alliduoufly  attended,  night 
and  day,  by  the  furgeons  of  both  fliips,  who 
watched  him  alternately,  till  he  was  out  of  danger. 
As  loon  as  he  was  able,  he  rode  out  every  day  with 
Omiah  on  horfeback,  followed  by  the  natives,  who, 
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a^traftedby  the  novelty  of  the  fight,  flocked  from 
the   remotcft  parts   of  the  ifland  to  be  fpecT:ators. 
We  alfo  during  our  ftay  in  this  harbour,  carried  the 
bread  on  fliore  to  clear  it  of  vermin.     The  number 
of  cock-roaches  that  infefted  the  fliip  at  this  time  is 
almoft  incredible.     The  damage  we  fuftained   by 
them  was  very  confiderable ;  and  every  attempt  to 
deftroy  them  proved  fruitlefs.     If  any  kind  of  food 
was  expofed  for  a  few  minutes,  it  was  covered  with 
thefe  noxious  infefts,  who  foon  pierced  it  full  of 
holes,  fo  that  it  refembled   a  honeycomb.     They 
proved  particulariy  deftruclive  to  birds  which  had 
been  fluffed  for  curiofities,  and  were  fo  fond  of  ink, 
that  they  eat  out  thp  writing  on  the  labels  faftened 
to  different  articles ;  and  the  only  thing  that  pre- 
ferved  books  from  their  ravages,  was  the  clofenefs 
of  their  binding,  which  prevented  thefe  voracious 
deftroyers  from  infmuating  themfelves  between  the 
leaves.     According  to  Mr.  Anderfon,  they  were  of 
two  forts,  the  blatta  orientalis,  and  germanica.^    The 
former  had  been  carried  home  in  the  Refulution,  in 
her  laft  voyage,  where  they  withftood  the  feverity 
of  the  wiffter,  in  i77^»  though  ftie  was  in  dock  all 
the  time.     The  latter  had  only  made  their  appear- 
ance fmce  our  leaving  New  Zealand ;  but  had  in- 
creafed  fo  faft,  that  they  now  got  even  into  our  rig- 
finT-;  fo  that  when  a  fail  was  loofened,  thoufands  of 
them  fell  upon  the  decks.     Though  the  mentales 
were  in  infinite  numbers,  they  feidom  came  out  but 
in  the  night,  when  they  made  a  particular  noife  in 
crawling  about :  and,  befides  their  difagreeable  ap- 
pearance, they  did  great   mifchief  to   our  bread, 
which  dainty  feeders  would  have  ill-reliihed,  being 
fo  befpattered  with  their  excrement. 

The  carpenters  and  caulkers  had  no  fooner  com- 
pleted their  bufmefs  on  board,  than  they  were  or- 
dered on  ftiore  to  erect  a  houfe  for  Omiah,  wherem 
he  might  fccure  the  various  European  commodities 
that  he  had  in  his  poffeffion  :  at  the  fame  time,  others 
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of  our  people  were  employed  in  making  a  garden 
for  his  life,  planting  vines,  fhaddocks,  melons,  pine- 
apples, and  the  feeds  of  various  kinds  of  vegetables  ; 
all  which  were  in  a  flourifhing  ftate  before  our  de- 
parture from  the  ifland.  Omiah  began  now  to  pay 
a  ferious  attention  to  his  own  affairs,  and  heartily 
repented  of  his  ill-judged  prodigality  at  Otaheite.. 
Here  he  found  a  brother,  a  fifter,  and  a  brother-in- 
law,  the  fifter  havins:  been  married  :  thefe  did  not 
plunder  him,  as  his  other  relations  had  lately  done  ; 
it  appeared,  however,  that  though  they  had  too 
much  honefty  and  good-nature  to  do  him  any  in- 
jury, yet,  they  were  of  too  little  confequence  in  the 
ifland,  to  do  him  any  real  fervices,  having  neither 
authority  nor  influence  to  protecl  his  property  or 
his  perfon.  Thus  circumftanced,  he  ran  great  rifque 
of  being  flripped  of  every  thing  he  had  received 
from  his  generous  benefadors,  as  foon  as  hefliould 
ceafe  to  be  within  the  reach  of  our  powerful  pro- 
tection. He  was  now  on  the  point  of  being  placed. 
Ini  a  very  fingular  fituation,  that  of  the  only  rich. 
man  in  the  kingdom  and  community  of  which  he 
was  to  be  a  member  ;  and  being  mailer  of  an  accu- 
mulated quantity  of  a  fpecies  of  treafure,  which 
his  countrymen  could  not  create  by  any  art  or  in- 
duftry  of  their  own,  it  was  natural,  therefore,  to 
imagine,  that  while  all  were  defirous  of  fharing  this 
envied  wealth,  all  would  be  ready  to  join  in  at- 
tempts to  ftrip  its  fole  proprietor.  As  the  moll 
likely  means  of  preventing  this.  Captain  Cook  ad- 
vifed  him  to  diftribute  fomc  of  his  moveables  among 
two  or  three  of  the  principal  chiefs  \  who,  on  be- 
ing thus  gratified,  might  be  induced  to  favour  him 
with  their  patronage,  and  fliield  him  from  the  in- 
juries of  others.  Omiah  promifed  to  follow  this 
advice,  and  we  heard,  before  we  failed,  this  prudent 
Itep  had  been  taken.  The  captain,  however,  not 
confiding  wholly  in  the  operations  of  gratitude, 
had  lecourfe  to  thcmoie  forcible  and  cffedualmo- 
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tive  of  Intimidation,  taking  every  opportunity  of 
notifying  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  make  another  vifit  to  their  ifland,  after  hav- 
ing been  abfent  the  ufual  time  •,  and  that  if  he  did 
not  find  his  friend  in  the  fame  ftate  of  fecurity  in 
which  he  Ihould  leave  him  at  prefent,  all  thofe  who 
had  been  his  enemies  might  expect  to  become  the 
objects  of  his  refentment.  This  menacing  declara- 
tion will,  probably,  have  fome  efFecl ;  for  our  fuc- 
ceffive  vifits  of  late  years  have  induced  thefe  Iflanders 
to  believe,  that  our  fhips  are  to  return  at  certain 
periods  ;  and  while  they  continue  to  entertain  fuch  a 
notion,  which  the  captain  thought  a  fair  ftratagem 
to  confirm,  Omiah  has  fome  profpecT:  of  being  fuf- 
fered  to  thrive  upon  his  new  plantation. 

On  Wednefday,  the  2  2d,  the  intercourfe  of  trade 
and  friendly  offices,  between  us  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Huaheine,  was  interrupted  ;  for,  in  the  evening, 
one  of  the  latter  found  m.eans  to  get  into  Mr.  Bay- 
ley's  obfervatory,  and  carry  off  a  fextant,  unob- 
ferved.  Captain  Cook  was  no  fooner  informed  of 
this  theft,  than  he  went  alhore,  and  defired  Omiah 
to  apply  to  the  chiefs,  to  procure  reditution.  He 
accordingly  made  application  to  them,  but  they 
took  no  rieps  towards  recovering  the  inftrument, 
being  more  attentive  to  a  heeva,  that  was  then  ex- 
hibiting, till  the  captain  ordered  the  performers  to 
defift.  Being  now  convinced  he  was  in  earneft, 
they  began  to  make  fome  enquiry  after  the  delin- 
quent, who  was  fitting  in  the  midll  of  them,  with 
fuch  marks  of  unconcern,  that  the  captam  was  in 
great  doubt  of  his  being  guilty,  particularly  as  he  de- 
nied it.  Omiah  alfuring  him  this  was  the  perfon, 
he  was  fent  on  board  the  Refolution,  and  put  in 
irons.  This  raifed  an  univerfal  ferment  among  the 
iflanders,  and  the  whole  body  fled  with  precipita- 
tion. The  prifoner  being  examined  by  Omiah,  was 
with  fome  difficulty  brought  to  confefs  where  he  had 
concealed  the  fextant,  and  it  was  brought  back  un- 
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hurt  the  next  morning.  After  this,  the  natives 
recovered  from  their  conflernation,  and  began  to 
gather  about  us  as  ufual.  As  the  thief  appeared  to 
be  a  fhamelefs  villain,  the  commodore  pnnifhed  him 
with  greater  fevcrity  than  he  had  ever  done  any  for- 
mer culprit  ;  for,  beSdes  having  his  head  and  beard 
Ihaved,  he  ordered  both  his  ears  to  be  cut  off,  and 
his  eye-brows  to  be  fleed,  than  which  ho  punifh- 
ment  could  have  fubje^led  him  to  greater  difgrace. 
In  this  bleeding  condition  he  was  fent  afhore,  and 
expofed  as  a  Ipcclacle  to  intimidate  the  people  from 
meddling  with  what  was  not  their  own.  The  na- 
tives looked  with  horror  upon  the  man,  and  it  was 
eafy  to  perceive  that  this  aft  gave  them  general  dif- 
guft :  even  Omiah  •was  affected,  though  he  endea- 
voured to  juftify  it,  by  telling  his  friends,  that  if 
fuch  a  crime  had  been  committed  in  the  country 
where  he  had  been,  the  thief  would  have  been  fen- 
tenced  to  lofe  his  life.  Bat,  how  well  foever  he 
might  carry  off  the  matter,  he  dreaded  the  confe- 
quences  to  hiinfelf,  which,  in  part,  appeared  in  a 
few  days,  and  were  probably  more  feverely  fqlt  by 
him,  foon  after  we  were  gone. 

Saturday,  the  25th,  a  general  alarm  was  fpread, 
occafioned  by  a  report,  that  one  of  our  goats  had 
been  ftolen  by  the  above  mentioned  thief ;  and 
though,  upon  examination,  we  found  every  thing 
fafe  in  that  quarter,  yet  it  appeared,  that  he  had 
deftroyed  and  carried  off  from  Qmiah's  grounds, 
feveral  vines  and  cabbage  plants  ;  that  he  had  pub- 
licly threatened  to  put  him  to  death,  and  to  (ct  lire 
to  his  ho'jfe,  as  foon  as  we  fhould  quit  this  place. 
To  prevent  his  doing  any  further  mifchief,  the  cap- 
tain ordered  him  to  be  feized,  and  confined  again 
on  board  the  fhip,  with  a  view  of  cai  rying  h.irn  (^ff 
the  illand  •,  and  this  intencion  feemed  to  give  gene- 
ral fatisfaclion  to  all  the  chiefs.  He  was  a  native  of 
Bolabola ;  but  there  were  too  many  of  the  people 
here  ready  to  co-operate  with  hira  in  all  his  deiigns, 
'■  •:      ..    ^.  :  •••■-.We 
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We  had,  indeed,  always  met  with  more  trouble- 
fome  people  in  Huaheine,  than  in  any  other  of  the 
adjacent  iflands ;  and  it  was  only  from  fear,  and 
the  want  of  proper  opportunities,  that  induced 
them  to  behave  better  now.  Anarchy  and  confu- 
fion  feemed  to  prevail  among  them.  Their  earee 
rahie,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  was  but  a  child  ; 
and  we  did  not  obferve,  that  there  was  one  indivi- 
dual, or  any  fet  of  men,  who  held  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment for  him  ;  fb  that  whenever  any  mifunder- 
ftanding  occurred  between  us,  we  never  knew,  with 
fufficient  precifion,  to  whom  it  was  necefl'ary  to  ap- 
ply, in  order  to  effecl  an  accommodation,  or  pro- 
cure redrefs.  On  Thurfday,  the  30th,  early  in  the 
morning,  our  prifoner,  the  Bolabola-man,  found 
means  to  efcape  from  his  confinement,  and  out  of 
the  fhip,  carrying  with  him  thelhackle  of  the  bilboo- 
boit  that  had  been  put  about  his  leg,  which  was 
taken  from  him  as  foon  as  he  arrived  on  fliure,  by 
one  of  the  chiefs,  and  given  to  Omiah,  who  quickly 
came  on  board,  to  inform  the  captain,  that  his 
mortal  enemy  was  again  let  loofe  upon  him.  We 
found,  upon  enquiry,  that  the  fentry  placed  over 
the  prifoner,  and  even  the  whole  watch  in  that 
part  of  the  fhip  where  he  was  confined,  having  fallen 
afleep,  he  feized  the  favourable  opportunity,  took 
the  key  of  the  irons  out  of  the  drawer  into  which 
he  had  feen  it  put,  and  fet  himfelf  at  liberty.  This 
efcape  convinced  the  commodoie,  that  his  people 
had  been  very  remifs  in  their  night-duty;  which 
rendered  it  necefTary  to  chaftife  thofe  who  were  now 
in  fault,  and  to  eftablilii  fome  new  regulations  that 
might  prevent  fimilar  negligence  in  future.  We 
were  pleafed  at  hearing,  afterwards,  that  the  fellow 
who  efcaped,  had  gone  over  to  Ulietea  ;  but  it  was 
thought  by  fome, he  only  intended  to  conceal  himfelf 
till  our  departure,  when  he  would  revenge  the  indig- 
nity we  had  treated  him  with,  by  open  or  fccret 
attacks  upon  Omiah.     The  houfe  of  this  great  man 

being 
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being  now  nearly  finifhed,  many  of  his  moveables  were 
carried  afhore.  Among  other  articles  was  a  box  of 
toys,  which  greatly  pleafed  the  gazing  multitude : 
but  as  to  his  plates,  difhes,  drinking  mugs,  glafles, 
and  the  whole  train  of  houfehold  apparatus,  fcarce 
one  of  his  countrymen  would  even  look  at  them, 
Omiah  himfelf  began  to  think,  that  they  would  be 
of  no  fervice  to  him  ;  that  a  baked  hog  was  more 
favory  than  a  boiled  one  ;  that  a  plantain  leaf  made 
as  good  a  di£h  or  plate  as  pewter  ;  and  that  a  cocoa^ 
nut  fhell  was  as  convenient  a  goblet  as  one  of  our 
mugs.  He  therefore  difpofed  of  moft  of  thefe  arti- 
cles of  Englifli  furniture  among  the  crew  of  our 
fhips ;  and  received  from  them,  in  return,  hatchets, 
and  other  iron  implements,  which  had  a  more  in- 
trinfic  value  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Among  the 
numerous  prefents  bellowed  upon  him  in  England, 
fireworks  had  not  been  omitted ;  fome  of  which 
we  exhibited  in  the  evening  of  the  2  Stir*,  before  a 
great  number  of  people,  who  beheld  them  with  a 
mixture  of  pleafure  and  fear.  Thofe  that  remained 
were  put  in  order,  and  left  with  Omiah,  purfuant 
to  their  original  deftination. 

We  now  began  to  make  preparations  for  our  de- 
parture from  Pluaheine,  and  got  every  thing  off 
from  the  fhore  this  evening,  except  a  goat  big  with 
kid,  a  horfe  and  a  mare,  which  were  left  in  the  pof- 
I'eflion  of  Omiah,  who  was  now  to  be  finally  fepa- 
rated  from  us.  We  gave  him  alfo  a  boar,  and  two 
fows,  of  the  Englifii  breed ;  and  he  had  got  two 
fows  of  his  own.  The  horfe  had  covered  the  mare 
during  our  continuance  at  Otaheite;  fo  that  the 
introduction  of  a  breed  of  horfes  into  thefe  iflands, 
has  probably  fucceeded,  by  this  valuable  prefent. 
With  regard  to  Omiah's  domeftic  eftablifhment,  he 
had  procured  at  Otaheite,  four  or  five  toutous  or 
people  of  the  low^er  clafs  ;  the  two  young  New  Zea- 
landers  remained  with  him,  and  his  brother,  with 
f^me  others,  joined  him  5  fo  that  his  family  now 
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confifted  of  ten  or  eleven  perfons :  if  that  can  be 
juftly  denominated  a  family,  to  which  not  one  fe- 
male belonged.  The  houfe  which  our  people  ereded 
for  him  was  24  feet  by  18,  and  ten  feet  high  •,  it 
was  compofed  of  boards,  which  were  the  fpoils  of 
our  military  operations  at  Eimeo,  and  in  the  con- 
ftru<^ion  of  it,  as  few  nails  as  pojflible  were  ufed, 
left  an  inducement  fhould  arife,  from  a  defire  of 
iron,  to  pull  it  down.  It  was  agreed  upon,  that 
immediately  after  our  departure,  he  Ihould  ered  a 
fpacious  houfe,  after  the  fafliion  of  his  own  coun- 
try ;  one  end  of  which  was  to  be  brought  over  that 
we  had  built,  fo  as  entirely  to  enclofe  it  for  greater 
fecurity.  In  this  work,  feme  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
ifland  promifed  to  contribute  their  affiftance  ;  and 
if  the  intended  building  fhould  cover  the  ground 
which  was  marked  out  for  it,  few  of  the  houfes  in 
Huaheine  will  exceed  it  in  magnitude.  Omiah's 
European  weapons  confifted  of  a  fowling  piece,  two 
pair  of  piftols,  feveral  fwords,  cutlafles,  a  mufket, 
bayonet,  and  a  cartouch  box.  After  he  had  got  on 
fhore  whatever  belonged  to  him,  he  invited  feveral 
times  the  two  captains,  and  moft  of  the  ofiicers  of 
both  (hips  to  dine  with  him  ;  on  which  occaftons 
his  table  was  plentifully  fpread  with  the  beft  provi- 
fions  that  the  ifland  could  afford.  Omiah,  thus 
powerfully  fupported,  went  through  the  fatigues 
of  the  day  better  than  could  have  been  exped:ed 
from  the  defpondency  that  appeared  in  his  counte- 
nance, when  firft  the  company  began  to  aflemble. 
Perhaps  his  awkward  fituation,  between  half  Eng- 
lifli  and  half  Indian  preparations,  might  contribute 
not  a  little  to  embarrafs  him  -,  for  having  never  be- 
fore made  an  entertainment  himfelf,  though  he  had 
been  a  partaker  at  many  both  in  England  and  in  the 
iflands,  he  was  yet  at  a  lofs  to  conduct  himfelf  pro- 
perly to  fo  many  guefts,  all  of  them  fuperior  to 
himfelf  in  point  of  rank,  though  he  might  be  faid 
to  be  fuperior,  in  point  of  fortune^  to  rnoft  of  the 
2  chiefs 
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chiefs  prefent.  Nothing,  however,  was  wanting  to 
imprefs  the  inhabitants  with  an  opinion  of  Omiah's 
confequence.  The  drums,  trumpets,  bagpipes, 
hautboys,  flutes,  vioHns,  in  fliort,  the  whole  band 
of  mufic  attended,  and  took  it  by  turns  to  play- 
while  dinner  was  getting  ready  ;  and  when  the 
company  were  featcd,  the  whole  band  joined  in  full 
concert,  to  the  admiration  of  crowds  of  the  inha- 
bitants, who  were  afTcmbled  round  the  houfe  on 
this  occafion.  The  dinner  conlifted,  as  ufual,  of 
the  various  productions  of  the  ifland,  barbicued 
hon-s,  fowls  drcffcd,  fome  after  the  manner  of  the 
country,  and  others  after  the  Englifh  fafhion,  with 
plenty  of  wine  and  other  liquors,  with  which  two 
or  three  of  the  chiefs  made  very  free.  Dinner 
over,  heevas  and  fire-works  fucceeded,  and  when 
night  approached,  the  multitudes  that  attended  us 
fpeclators  dilperfed,  without  the  leaft  diforder.  Be- 
fore we  fet  fail,  the  commodore  caufed  the  follow- 
ing infcription  to  be  cut  in  the  front  of  Omiah's 
houfe : 

Georgius  fertii/s,  Rex,  i  NoveJnbrls,   1777. 
■KT        ''  K Refohit'wn,  Jac.  Cook,  Pr. 
\  Difcovcry,  Car.  Clerke,  Pr. 

Noi^'ember  2nd,  on  Sunday,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
we  took  the  advantage  of  an  eafterly  breeze,  and 
failed  out  of  Owharre  harbour.  \Vhile  here,  we 
had  procured  more  than  400  hogs,  many  of  them 
large.  Though  it  had  been  found  in  former 
voyages,  that  moft  of  them  which  were  carried  to 
fea  alive  refufed  to  eat,  and  confequently  were  foon 
killed,  yet  we  refolved  to  make  one  experiment 
more  ;  and  by  procuring  large  quantities  of  yams, 
and  other  roots,  on  which  they  were  accuftomed  to 
feed  on  fliore,  we  ventured  to  take  a  few  in  each 
fhip  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  our  carpenters  had  pre- 
pared ft  yes  for  their  reception  in  thofe  parts  where 

they 
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they  might  remain  cool.  Moft  of  our  friends,  na- 
tives of  Huaheine,  continued  on  board  till  our  vef- 
fels  were  under  fail ;  when  the  captain,  to  gratify 
their  curiofity,  ordered  five  of  the  grent  guns  to  be 
fired.  Then  they  all  left  us,  except  Omiah,  who 
remained  till  we  were  out  at  fea.  We  had  come  to 
fail  by  a  hawfer  fallened  to  the  fliore,  which  in 
cafting  the  ihip,  parted,  being  cut  by  the  rocks,  and 
its  outer  end  was  left  behind  :  it  therefore  became 
necelTary  to  difpatch  a  boat  to  bring  it  on  fhore. 
In  this  boat  Omiah  went  afhore,  and  took  a  very 
afFedionate  and  final  leave  of  the  captain,  never  to 
fee  him  more.  He  had  endeavoured  to  prevail  on 
Captain  Cook  to  let  him  return  to  England,  which 
made  his  parting  with  him  and  our  officers  the  more 
affecting.  If  tears  could  have  prevailed  on  our 
commander  to  let  him  return,  Omiah's  eyes  were 
never  dry ;  and  if  the  tendered  fupplications  of  a 
dutiful  fon  to  an  obdurate  father  could  have  made 
any  impreffion,  Omiah  hung  round  his  neck  in  all 
the  feeming  agony  of  a  child  trying  to  melt  the 
heart  of  a  reluctant  parent.  He  twined  his  arms 
round  him  with  the  ardour  of  inviolable  friendfliip, 
till  Captain  Cook,  unable  any  longer  to  contain 
himfelf,  broke  from  him,  and  retired  to  his  cabin, 
to  indulge  that  natural  fympathy  which  he  could 
not  refill,  leaving  Omiah  to  dry  up  his  tears,  and 
compofe  himfelf  on  the  quarter  deck.  On  his  re- 
turn, he  reafoned  with  his  friend,  upon  the  impro- 
priety of  his  requeft  ;  reminding  him  of  his  anxie- 
ties while  in  England,  left  he  fhould  never  more  have 
been  permitted  to  return  home  ;  and  now  that  he 
had  been  reftored  to  his  friends  and  country,  at  a 
great  expence  to  his  royal  mafter,  it  was  childilli  to 
entertain  a  notion  of  being  carried  back.  Omiah 
renewed  his  tears  and  faid,  he  had  indeed  wiflied  to 
fee  his  country  and  friends ;  but  having  feen  them 
he  was  contented,  and  would  never  long  for  home 
again.  Captain  Cook  allured  him  of  his  beft  wilhes. 
No.  56.  9  R  but 
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but  his  inftructions  mufl:  be  obeyed,  which  were  to 
leave  him  with  liis  friends.  Such  was  the  parting 
icene  between  Omiah  and  his  patron  ;  nor  were  the 
two  New  Zealand  bo^^s  under  lefs  concern  to  leave 
us  than  Omiah.  They  had  ah-eady  leaiTied  to  fpeak 
JEnghlh  enough  to  exprefs  their  hopes  and  their 
fears.  They  hoped  to  have  gone  along  with  the 
fl-iips,  and  cried  bitterly  when  they  underftood  they 
were  to  be  left  behind.  Thence  arofe  a  new  fcene 
between  Omiah  and  his  fervants,  that,  had  not  the 
officers  on  the  quarter  deck  interpofed,  might  have 
ended  unfortunately  for  the  former;  for  they  re- 
fufed  to  quit  the  fhip,  till  they  were  compelled  to 
it  by  force,  which  would  have  been  no  eafy  matter, 
the  eldeft,  nearfixteen,  being  of  an  athletic  make  j 
and  the  youngeft,  about  eleven,  a  giant  of  his  age. 
They  were  both  tradlable  and  obliging,  till  they 
found  they  were  to  be  left  at  Huaheine,  but  know- 
ing this  at  our  departure  from  that  place,  they  grew 
defperate  till  fubdued.  They  difcovered  dilpoiir 
tions  the  very  reverfe  of  the  iflanders,  among  whom 
they  were  deftined  to  abide  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives ;  and,  inftead  of  a  mean,  timid  fubr 
miffion,  they  fhewed  a  manly  determined  refolution 
not  to  be  fubdued,  though  overcome ;  and  ready, 
if  there  had  been  a  poffibility  to  fucceed,  to  have 
made  a  fecond  or  even  third  attempt  to  have  re- 
gained their  liberty.  We  could  never  learn  Captair^ 
Cook's  reafon,  for  refuting  to  take  on  board  fome 
of  thofe  gallant  youths  from  New  Zealand,  who, 
no  doubt,  would  have  made  ufeful  hands  in  the 
high  latitudes  we  were  about  to  explore,  and  would 
befides  have  been  living  exhibitions  of  a  people, 
whofe  portraits  have  been  impei-fectly  depicted  even 
by  our  beft  draughtfmen.  There  is  a  dauntlefs 
fierccnefs  in  the  eyes  and  contenance  of  a  New 
7^ealand  warrior,  which  the  pencil  of  the  moil:  emi- 
nent artift  cannot  imitate  ;  and  we  lament  the  non- 
importation of  a  native  from  every  climate,  where 

nature 
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nature  had  marked  a  vifible  diftinftlon  in  the  cha- 
raaers  of  perfon  and  mind.  Having  bid  farewel  to 
Omiah,  he  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  king  m  the 
boat,  who  informed  us,  he  had  wept  all  the  time 

he  was  going  alhore.  r  .•  c  -v- 

Thouffh  we  had  now,  to  our  great  fatisfaction, 
broucrht  Omiah  fafe  back  to  the  very  fpot  from 
whence  he  was  taken,  it  is  probable  we  left  him  m 
a  fituation  lefs  defirable  than  that  which  he  was  m 
before  his   connection  with  us:  not  that,  having 
tafted  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  he  muft  become 
more  wretched  from  being  obliged  to  relmquifh  all 
thouirhts  of  continuing  them,  but  merely  becauie 
the  advantages  he  received  from  us,  have  placed 
him  in  a  more  hazardous  fituation,  with  refpeft  to 
his  perfonal  fafety.     From  being  greatly  careffed  in 
England,  he  had  loft  fight  of  his  primary  condition, 
and  did  not  confider  in  what  manner  his  acqui  1- 
tions,  either  of  knowledge,  or  of  wealth,  would 
be  eftimated    by  his  countrymen,  at  his  return  ; 
which  were  the  only  things  whereby  he  could  re- 
commend himfelf  to  them  now,  more  than  before, 
and  on  which  he  could  lay  the  foundation  either  ot 
his  future  greatnefs  or  happinefs.     He  appeared  to 
have,  in  fome  meafure,  forgotten  their  cuftoms  m 
this  refpecT:,  and  even  to  have  miftaken  their  genius  5 
ocherwife  he  muft  have  been  convinced  of  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  he   would  find  in  gettmg  himfelt 
admitted  as  a  man  of  rank,  where  there  is  fcarcely 
a  fingle  inftance  of  a  perfon's  being  raifed  from  an 
inferior  ftation  even  by  the  greateft  merit.     Hank 
feems  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  power  and  diftmc- 
tion  here,  and  is  fo  pertinacioufty  adhered  to,  that, 
unlefs  a  perfon  has  fome  degree  of  it,  he  will  be 
contemned  and  hated,  if  he  pretends  to  exercilc 
any  authority.     This  was  really  the  cafe,  m  fome 
degree,  with  Omiah  :  though  his  countrymen  were 
rather  cautious  in  expreffing  their  fentiments  while 
we  continued  among  them.     Neverthelefs,  had  he 
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made  a  proper  ufe  of  the  prefents  he  brought  with 
faim  from  Great  Britain,  this,  with  the  knowledge 
he  had  gained  by  travelUng,  might  have  enabled 
him  to  have  formed  the  moft  advantageous  connec- 
tions :  but  he  exhibited  too  many  proofs  of  a  weak 
inattention  to  this  obvious  means  of  promoting  his 
intereft.  He  had  formed  fchemes  of  a  higher  na- 
ture, perhaps,  with  more  truth,  it  may  be  faid, 
meaner  ;  for  revenge,  rather  than  a  defire  of  great- 
nefs,  appeared  to  influence  him  from  the  beginning. 
His  father  was  certainly  a  man  of  confiderable  proper- 
ty in  Uhetea,  when  that  ifland  w^as  fubdued  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Bolabola,  and  with  many  others,  fled 
for  refuge  to  Huaheine,  where  he  died,  and  left  Omi- 
ahjwith  feveral  other  children,  who  thus  became  en- 
tirely dependant.  In  this  fituation  Captain  Fur- 
ncaux  took  him  up,  and  brought  him  to  England. 
Whether  he  expected,  from  the  treatment  he  there 
met  with,  that  any  alliftance  would  be  afforded  him 
againfl  the  enemies  of  his  father  and  his  country  ; 
or  whether  he  had  the  vanity  to  fuppofe,  that  his 
own  fuperiority  of  knowledge,  and  perfonal  cou- 
rage, would  be  iufficient  to  difpoflefs  the  conquerors 
of  Uhetea,  is  uncertain  ;  but,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  voyage,  this  was  his  conflant 
topic.  He  would  not  pay  any  attention  to  our  re- 
monftrances  on  fuch  an  inconfiderate  determina- 
tion, but  was  difpleafed,  whenever  more  reafonable 
counfels  were  propofed  for  his  beneiit.  Nay,  he 
was  fo  ridiculoufly  attached  to  his  favoui  ite  fcheme, 
that  he  affected  to  believe  the  Bolabolans  would  cer- 
tainly quit  the  conquered  ifland,  as  foon  as  they 
Ihould  have  intelligence  of  his  arrival  in  Otaheite. 
As  we  proceeded,  however,  on  our  voyage,  he  be- 
gan to  perceive  his  error  ;  and,  by  the  time  of  our 
arrival  at  the  Friendly  Iflands,  had  fuch  apprehen- 
lions  of  an  unfavourable  reception  in  his  own 
country,  that  he  was  inclined  to  have  remained  at 
Tongataboo,  under  the  protedion  of  his  friend 
I  Feenou. 
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Feenou.    At  thefe  iflands  he  fquandered  away  a 
conlid^rable  part  of  his  European  treafure ;  and  he 
was  equally  imprudent  at  Otaheite,  till  Captain  Cook 
put  a  flop  to  his  profufion.     He  alfo  formed  fuch 
improper  connexions  there,  that  Otoo,  though  at 
firft  difpofed  to  countenance  him,  afterwards  ex- 
preffed  openly  his  difapprobation  of  his  condudt. 
He  might,  however,  have  recovered  the  favour  o£ 
that  chief,  and  have  fettled,  to  great  advantage,  in 
Otaheite,  as  he  had  formerly  lived  fo.me  years  there, 
and  was  now  honoured  with  the  notice  of  Towha, 
whofe  valuable  prefent  of  a  large  double  canoe  has 
been  already  mentioned.     But  he  continued  unde- 
termined to  the  laft,  and  probably  would  not -have 
adopted  the  plan  of  fettlement  in  Huaheine,  if  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  not  fo  politively  refufed  to  employ 
force  in  reflioring  him  to  the  poffeflion  of  his  father's 
property.     Omiah's  greateft  danger,  in  his  prefent 
Situation,  will  arife  from  the  very  imprudent  decla- 
rations of  his  antipathy  to  theBolabolansj  forthofe 
people,  from  motives  of  jealoufy,  will  undoubtedly 
endeavour  to  render  him  obnoxious  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Huaheine ;  and  as  they  are  now  at  peace 
with  that  ifland,  they  may  eafily  accomplilh  their 
defigns.     This  circumftance  he  might,  with  great 
eafe,  have  avoided  ;   for  they  were  not  only  free 
from  any  averlion  to  him,  but  the  old  chief,  who 
is  reputed  by  the  natives  of  the  Society  Iflands,  to 
be  a  prieft,  or  god,  even  offered  to  reinftate  him  in 
his  father's  lands:  but  he  peremptorily  refufed  this  ; 
and,  to  the  very  laft,  continued  fixed  in  his  refolu- 
tion  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  fatisfying 
his  revenge  in  battle.     To  this  he  is  perhaps  not  a 
little  ftimulated   by  the  coat  of  mail  he  brought 
from  England  ;  cloathed  in  which,  and  furnifUed 
with  fire-arms,  he  idly  imagines  he  fliall  be  invinci- 
ble.    But   the   defects  in  Omiah's  character  were 
confiderably  overbalanced  by  his  great  good  nature, 
and  docile  tradable  difpofition.     Captain  Cook,  du- 
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ring  the  whole  time  he  was  with  him,  feldom  had 
realon  to  be  ferioufly  difpleafed  with  his  general 
conducl.     His   grateful    heart   ever   retained   the 
higheft  fenle   of  the  favours  conferred  on  him  in 
England;  nor  will  he  ever  be  unmindful  of  thofe 
who  honoured  him  while  in  that  kingdom,  with 
their  friendfhip  and  protedion.     Though  he  had  a 
tolerable  Ihare  of  underilanding,  he  fhewed  little 
application  and  perfeverance  in  exerting  it,  fo  that 
he  had  but  a  general  and  im  per  fed  knowledge  of 
things.     He  was  not  a  man  much  ufed  to  obferva- 
tion  ;  otherwife,  he  might  have  conveyed   to  his 
ilative  country  many  elegant  amufements,  and  ufe- 
fiil  arts,  to  be  found  among  the  Friendly  Iflanders  ; 
but  we  never  perceived,  that  he  endeavoured  .to 
makehimfelf  mafter  of  any  one  of  them.  Such  indif- 
ference is,  indeed,  the  characleriftic  foible  of  his 
countrymen.     Though  they  have  been  vifited  by 
Europeans,  at  times,  for  thefe   ten  years  paft,  we 
could  not  difcern  the  flighteft  veftige  of  any  attempt 
to  profit  by  this  interview,  nor  have  they  hitherto 
imitated  us  but  in  very  few  refpeds.     It  muft  not, 
therefore,  be  expeded,  that  Omiah  will  be  able  to 
introduce  among  them  many  arts  and  cuftoms,  or 
much  improve  thofe  to  which  they  have  been  familia- 
rized by  long  habit.  We  truft,  however,  that  he  will 
exert  his  endeavours  to  bring  to  perfcdion  the  vari- 
ous fruits  and  vegetables  that  were  planted  by  us» 
which  will  be  no  fmall  acquifuion.     But  the  princi- 
pal advantage  thefe  iflands  are  likely  to  receive  from 
the  travels  of  Omiah,  will  probably  arife  from  the 
animals  that  have  been  left  among  them;  which,  per- 
haps, they  never  would  have  obtained,  if  he  had 
not  come  over  to  England.     When  thefe  multiplyj 
Otaheite,  and  the  Society  Ifles,  will  equal  any  place 
in  the  known  world,  with   refped  to  provifions. 
Omiah's  return,  and  the  fubfiantial  proofs  he  had 
difplaycd  of  Britifh  liberality,  encouraged  many  to 
ofier  themfelves  as  volunteers  to  accompany  us  to 
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Pretanne  ;  but  our  commodore  took  every  oppor- 
tunity of  exprelling  his  fixed  determination  to  re- 
jed  ail  applications  of  that  kind :  and  Omiah,  who 
was  ambitious  of  remaining  the  only  great  travel- 
ler among  them,  being  afraid  the  commodore  might 
be  prevailed  upon  to  place  others  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  as  rivals,  frequently  reminded  him  of  the  de- 
claration of  the  Earl  of  .Sandwich,  that  no  ©thers 
of  his  countrymen  were  to  be  carried  to  England. 
When  the  captain  was  about  to  bid  farewel  to 
Omiah,  he  gave  him  his  laft  lefTons  of  inftruftion 
how  to  act :  directing  him  at  the  fame  time  to  fend 
his  boat  over  to  Ulietea,  his  native  ifland,  to  let 
him  know  how  the  chiefs  behaved  to  him  in  the 
abfence  of  the  fhips.  If  well,  he  wis  to  fend  by 
the  melTenger  three  white  beads  :  if  they  ieizedupon 
hisftock,  or  broke  in  upon  his  plantation,  three  red^ 
beads :  or  if  things  remained  juft  as  we  left  them, 
he  was  to  fend  three  fpotted  beads. 

As  foon  as  the  boat,  in  which  Omiah  was  con- 
veyed afhore,  had  returned,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  hawfer,  to  the  fhip,  we  hoiiled  her  in,  and  flood 
over  for  Ulietea  without  delay.  The  next  morning, 
being  the  3d,  we  made  fail  round  the  fouthern  end 
of  that  ifland,  for  the  harbour  of  Ohamaneno.  We 
met  with  light  airs  and  calms  alternately,  fo  that  at 
twelve  o'clock  we  were  ftill  at  the  diftance  of  a 
league  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  ;  and  while 
we  were  thus^  detained,  Oreo,  the  chief  of  the 
ifland,  with  his  fon  and  fon-in-law,  came  off  to  pay 
us  a  vifit.  All  the  boats  were  now  hoifted  out,  and 
fent  a-head  to  tow,  being  aflifted  by  a  flight  fou- 
therly  breeze.  This  foon  failing,  and  being  fuc- 
ceeded  by  an  eafterly  one,  which  blew  right  out  of 
the  harbour,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  at  its  en- 
trance, about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  to  warp  in, 
which  employed  us  till  night.  We  were  no  fooner 
within  the  harbour,  than  our  fliips  were  furrounded 
with  canoes,  filled  with  the  natives,  who  brought 
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a  fupply  of  fruit  and  hog?,  which  they  exchanged 
for  our  commodities.  The  following  day,  the  Re- 
folution  was  moored  clofe  to  the  northern  fhoi  e,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  the  Difcovery 
along  fide  the  fouthern  fliore.  In  the  mean  time. 
Captain  Cook  returned  Oreo's  vifit,  and  prefented 
that  chief  with  a  red  feathered  cap  fromTongataboo, 
a  fhirt,  a  linen  gown,  and  a  few  other  things  of  lefs 
value.  Oreo,  and  fome  of  his  friends,  then  ac- 
companied him  on  board  to  dinner. 

On  Thurfday  the  6th,  we  landed  the  remainder 
of  our  live  ftock,  fet  up  the  obfervatories,  and  car- 
ried the  neceffary  inftruments  on  fhore.  The  two 
fuccceding  days.  Captain  Cook,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr. 
Bayley,  obferved  the  fun's  azimuths,  both  on  fhore 
and  aboard,  with  all  the  compafles,  in  order  to  dif- 
xover  the  variation.  Nothing  remarkable  happened, 
till  very  early  in  the  morning  of  Thurfday,  the  i  3th, 
when  a  fentinel,  at  the  obfervatory,  named  John 
Harrifon,  deferted,  taking  with  him  his  mufquet 
and  accoutrements.  As  foon  as  we  had  gained  in- 
telligence which  way  he  was  gone,  a  party  was  de- 
tached in  fearch  of  him  ;  but  they  returned  in  the 
evening  without  fuccefs.  The  next  day  the  captain 
applied  to  the  chief  concerning  this  affair,  who 
promifed  to  fend  a  party  of  the  iflandeis  after  the 
fugitive,  and  gave  us  hopes  that  he  fliould  be 
brought  back  in  the  courfe  of  that  day.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  happen  ;  and  we  had  reafon  to  ima- 
gine, that  the  chief  had  taken  no  fleps  to  find  him. 
At  this  time  a  confiderable  number  of  the  natives 
were  about  the  fliips,  andfeveral  thefts  committed, 
the  confequences  of  which  being  apprehended  by 
tbem,  very  few  came  to  vifit  us  the  next  morning. 
Oreo  himfelf  caught  the  alarm,  and  iled  with  his 
whole  family.  Captain  Cook  confidered  this  as  a 
good  opportunity  to  infifl  upon  their  delivering  up 
the  deferter ;  and  having  heard  he  was  at  a  place 
called  Hamoa,  fituate  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ifland, 
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he  repaired  thither  with  two  armed  boats,  attended 
by  a  native.  In  our  way,  we  met  with  the  chief, 
who  embarked  with  us.  The  captain,  with  a  few 
of  his  men,  landing  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  fpot,  marched  up  to  it  with  great  expedition, 
left  the  light  of  the  boats  fliould  give  the  alarm, 
and  allow  the  offender  fufficient  time  to  efcape  to 
the  mountains.  This  precaution  proved  unnecelTa- 
ry  ;  for  the  natives  of  that  part  of  the  ifland  hav- 
ing obtained  information  of  the  captain's  approach, 
were  prepared  to  deliver  the  deferter.  He  was 
found  with  his  mufquet  lyiag  before  him,  feated 
betwixt  two  women,  who,  the  inftant  that  the 
captain  entered  the  houfe,  rofe  up  to  plead  in  his 
vindication.  As  fuch  proceedings  deferved  to  be 
difcouraged,  the  captain  with  a  ftern  look,  bid  them 
be  gone  ;  upon  which  they  burft  into  tears,  and 
retired.  Paha,  the  chief  of  that  diftricl,  now  came 
with  a  fucking  pig,  and  a  plantain-tree,  which  he 
was  on  the  point  of  prefenting  to  Captain  Cook,  as 
a  peace-offering,  who  rejected  it ;  and  having  or- 
dered the  chief  to  quit  his  prefence,  embarked  with 
Harrifon  in  one  of  the  boats,  and  returned  to  the 
ihips.  After  this,  harmony  was  fpeedily  reflored. 
The  delinquent  made  no  other  cxcufe  for  his  con- 
duct, than  that  the  natives  had  enticed  him  away  ; 
which  perhaps  was  in  a  great  meafure  true,  as 
Paha,  and  the  two  women  above-mentioned,  had 
been  at  the  fliip  the  day  before  his  defertioa.  As 
he  had  remained  upon  his  poft  till  within  a  few 
minutes  of  time  in  which  he  was  to  be  relieved  by 
another,  the  punifliment  he  received  was  not  very 
fevere.  About  a  fortnight  after  we  had  arrived  at 
Ulietea,  Omiah  difpatched  two  of  his  people  in  a 
canoe,  with  intelligence,  that  he  continued  undif- 
turbed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Huaheine,  and  that 
every  thing  fucceeded  with  him,  except  that  his 
goat  had  died  in  kidding.  This  information  v/as 
accompanied  with  a  requeft,  that  Captain  Cook 
No.  ^6,  9  S  would 
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would  fend  him  another  goat,  and  alfo  two  axes. 
Pleafed  with  this  additional  opportunity  of  ferving 
his  friend,  the  captain  fent  back  the  meflenger  to 
Huaheine,  on  the  i8th,  with  the  axes,  and  a  male 
and  female  kid.  On  Wednefday,  the  19th,  our 
commander  of  his  Majefty's  Ihip,  the  Refolution, 
delivered  to  Captain  Clerk  his  inftructions  how  to 
proceed  in  cafe  of  feparation,  after  quitting  thefe 
illands,  of  which  the  following  is,  we  believe,  a 
true  copy. 

Injiruclions  delivered  hy  Captain  James  Cook,  to  Captain 
Charles  Gierke,  Commander  of  his  Majejlfs  Shipy 
the  Difcovery^  Wednefday  the  i^th  of  Nove?nbery 
1777. 

«  WHEREAS  the  paffage  from  the  Society 
Iflands,  to  the  northern  coaft  of  America,  is  of 
confiderable  length,  both  in  diftance  and  in  time, 
as  a  part  of  it  muft  be  performed  in  the  very  depth 
of  winter,  when  gales  of  wind  and  bad  weather 
muft  be  expeded,  and  may  poflibly  occalion  a  fepa- 
ration, you  are  to  take  all  poiTible  care  to  prevent 
this.  But  if,  notwithftanding  all  our  care  to  keep 
company,  you  fhould  be  feparated  from  me,  you 
are  firft  to  look  for  me  where  you  laft  faw  me. 
Not  feeing  me  in  five  days,  you  are  to  proceed  (as 
directed  by  the  inftruftions  of  their  lordftiips,  a 
copy  of  which  you  have  already  received)  for  the 
coaft  of  New  Albion  ;  endeavouring  to  fall  in  with 
it  in  the  latitude  of  45  deg.  In  which,  and  at  a 
convenient  diftance  from  land,  you  are  to  cruize 
for  me  ten  days.  Not  feeing  me  in  that  time,  you 
are  to  put  into  the  firft  convenient  port,  in,  or  to 
the  north  of  that  latitude,  to  recruit  your  wood  and 
water,  and  to  procure  refreftiments.  During  your 
ftay  in  port,  you  are  conftantly  to  keep  a  good 
look-out  for  me.  It  will  be  neceflary,  therefore, 
to  make  choice  of  a  ftation,  fituated  as  ne^r  the  fea 

coaft 


To  THE  Pacific  Ocean,  Sec.     i^ii 

Goaft  as  poffible,  the  better  to  enable  you  to  fee  me, 
when  I  may  appear  in  the  offing.  Should  1  not 
loin  you  before  the  ift  of  next  April,  you  are  to 
put  to  fea,  and  to  proceed  northward  to  the  latitude 
of  s^  deg.  in  which,  and  at  a  convenient  diftance 
from  the  coaft,  never  exceeding  15  leagues,  you 
are  to  cruize  for  me  till  the  loth  of  May.  Notfee- 
ing  me  at  that  time,  you  are  to  proceed  north- 
ward, and  endeavour  to  find  a  paffage  into  the  At- 
lantic Ocean,  through  Hudfon's  or  Baffin's  Bays, 
as  direded  by  the  above-mentioned  inRructions. 

«  But  if  you   fliould  fail  in  finding  a  paffage 
through  either  of  the  faid  bays,  or  by  any  other 
way,  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  may  render  it  unfafe 
for  you  to  remain  in  high  latitudes,  you  are  to  re- 
pair to  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  m 
Kamptfchatka,  in  order  to  refrefh  your  people,  and 
to  pafs  the  winter.     Neverthelefs,  if  you  find,  that 
you  cannot  procure  the  neceffary  refrefhments,  at 
the  faid  port,  you  are  at  liberty  to  go  where  you 
fliall  think  proper  -,  taking  care  before  you  depart 
to  leave  with  the  governor  an  account  of  your  in- 
tended deftination,  to  be  delivered  to  me  upon  my 
arrival :  and  in  the  fpring  of  the  enfuing  year,  1779, 
you  are  to  repair  back  to  the  above-mentioned  port, 
endeavouring  to  be  there  by  the  loth  of  May,  or 
fooner.    If  on  your  arrival,  you  receive  no  orders 
from,  or  account  of  me,  fo  as  to  juftify  your  pur-^ 
fuing  any  other  raeafures  than  what  are  pointed  out 
in  thebefore  mentioned  inftruaions,  your  future  pro- 
ceedings are  to  be  governed  by  them.  You  are  alfo  to 
-comply  with  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  inftruaions,  as 
have  not  been  executed,  and  are  not  contrary  to 
thefe  orders.    And  in  cafe  of  your  inabihty,  by 
ficknefs,  or  otherwife,  to  carry  thefe,  and  the  in- 
flruaions  of  their  lordfhips  into  execution,  you  are 
to  be  careful  to  leave  them  with  the  next  officer  m 
command,  who  is  hereby  required  to  execute  them 
in  the  beft  mannej  he  can." 

^  S  2  ^» 
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On  Monday  the  24th,  in  the  morning,  Mr.  M— , 
middiipman,  and  the  gunner's  mate,  two  of  the 
Difcovery's  people,  were  miffing.  They  had  em- 
barked in  a  canoe,  with  two  of  their  Otaheitean 
mifles,  the  preceding  night,  and  were  now  at  the 
other  end  of  the  iiland.  As  the  midfhipman  had 
cxprefled  a  defire  of  continuing  at  one  of  the  So- 
ciety Illands,  it  was  extremely  probable,  that  he 
and  his  companion  had  gone  off  with  that  intent. 
Captain  Gierke,  therefore,  with  two  armed  boats, 
and  a  detachment  of  marines,  fet  out  in  queft  of 
the  fugitives,  but  returned  in  the  evening  without 
fuccefs.  From  the  behaviour  of  the  iflanders,  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  they  intended  to  conceal  the 
deferters  ;  and,  with  this  view  had  deceived  him 
with  falfe  information,  directing  him  to  feek  for 
them  where  they  could  not  be  found.  He  was  not 
niifiaken  •,  for,  the  next  morning,  intelligence  was 
brought,  that  the  two  runaways  were  in  the  ifle  of 
Otaha,  with  a  view  to  continue  their  courfe  to  Ota- 
beite,  as  foon  as  they  hard  furnifhed  themfelves  with 
provifions  for  the  voyage.  Thefe  not  being  the 
only  perfons  in  the  fliips  who  were  defirous  of  re- 
maining at  thefe  favourite  iflands,  it  was  neceffary, 
in  order  to  give  an  effeclual  difcouragement  to  any 
further  defertion,  to  recover  them  at  all  events. 
Captain  Cook,  therefore,  determined  to  go  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them  himfelf,  having  obferved  that  the  na- 
tives feldom  attempted  to  amufe  him  with  falfe  in- 
formation. He  accordingly  fet  out  with  two  armed 
boats,  accompanied  by  Oreo  himfelf.  They  pro- 
ceeded, without  ftopping  at  any  place,  till  they 
came  to  the  eailern  fide  of  Otaha,  where  they  put 
afhore ;  and  the  chief  ,  difpatched  a  man  before 
him,  with  orders  to  feize  the  fugitives,  and  keep 
them  till  the  captain  and  his  attendants  fliouid  ar- 
rive with  the  boats :  but  vi'hen  arrived  at  the  place 
where  they  expeded  to  find  them,  they  were  in- 
formed, that  they  had  quitted  the  ifland,  and  pro- 

ceeded 
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ceeded  to  Bolabola  the  day  before.  The  captain, 
not  chufing  to  follow  them  thither,  returned  to  the 
fhips,  with  a  full  determination  to  have  recourfe  to 
a  meafure,  which  he  had  reafon  to  believe  would 
compel  the  natives  to  reftore  them.  On  Wednef- 
day  the  26th,  foon  after  day-break,  Oreo,  with  his 
fon,  daughter,  and  fon-in-law,  having  come  on 
board  the  Refolution,  the  commodore  refolved  to 
detain  the  three  laft,  till  our  deferters  ftiould  be  de- 
livered up.  With  thisview  Captain  Gierke  invited 
them  on  board  his  fhip  :  and,  as  foon  as  they  had 
entered  his  cabin,  a  fentinel  was  placed  at  the  door, 
and  the  window  fecured.  This  proceeding  greatly 
furprized  them  -,  and  Captain  Gierke  having  ex- 
plained the  reafon  of  it,  they  burft  into  tears,  and 
begged  he  would  not  kill  them.  He  protefled  he 
would  not,  and  that  the  moment  his  people  were 
brought  back,  they  fliould  be  releafed.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  remove  their  uneafy  apprehenfions, 
and  they  bewailed  their  expected  fate  in  lilent  for- 
row.  The  chief  being  with  Captain  Cook  when  he 
received  intelligence  of  this  affair,  mentioned  it 
immediately  to  him,  imagining  that  this  ftep  had 
been  taken  without  his  knowledge  and  approbation. 
The  captain  inftantly  undeceived  him  ;  and  then  he 
began  to  entertain  a  fear  with  refpe61:  to  his  own 
perfonal  fafety,  and  his  countenance  indicated  the 
greateft  perturbation  of  mind  :  but  the  captain  foOn 
quieted  his  fears,  by  telling  him,  that  he  was  at 
liberty  to  quit  the  fhip  whenever  he  chofe,  and  to 
take  fuch  fleps  towards  the  recovery  of  our  two 
men,  as  he  ftiould  judge  heft  calculated  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  that,  if  he  fhould  meet  with  fuccefs, 
his  friends,  on  board  the  Difcovery,  fliould  be  re- 
leafed  from  their  confinement :  if  not,  that  they 
Jhould  be  carried  away  with  us.  The  captain  added, 
that  the  chief's  condud,  as  well  as  that  of  many  of 
his  countrymen,  in  not  only  aflifting  thefe  two  men 
in  making  their  efcape,  but  in  endeavouring,  at 

this 
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this  very  time,  to  prevail  upon  others  to  follow 
them,  would  juftify  any  meafure  that  Ihould  ferve 
to  put  a  flop  to  luch  proceedings.  All  this  was 
done,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  to  intereft  the 
people  of  the  ifland  in  the  purfuit  after  the  fugitives, 
and,  to  this  end,  the  captain  promifed  a  reward  of 
large  axes,  and  other  valuable  articles,  to  any  of 
the  natives  who  Ihould  be  inftrumental  in  appre- 
hending and  bringing  them  back.  The  confine- 
ment of  part  of  the  royal  family  might  feem  hard 
ufage,  yet  it  had  its  effed,  and  without  this  fleady 
refolute  proceeding  the  deferters  would  never  have 
been  recovered.  The  boats  of  the  Difcovery  went 
day  after  day  to  all  the  adjoining  iflands,  without 
being  able  to  learn  the  leaft  trace  of  them  ;  and  this 
they  continued,  till  having  fearched  every  ifland 
within  the  diftance  of  two  days  fail,  they  were 
obliged  to  give  over  any  farther  fearch,  as  fruitlefs. 
The  explanation  of  the  motives  upon  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  a6fed,  feemed  to  remove,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, that  general  confternation  into  which  Oreo, 
and  his  people  prefent,  were  at  firft  thrown.  But, 
though  relieved  from  all  apprehenlions  with  regard 
to  their  own  fafety,  they  were  flill  under  the  deepeft 
concern  for  the  prifoners  in  the  Difcovery.  Num- 
bers of  them  went  under  the  ftern  of  the  fliip,  in 
canoes,  and  lamented  their  captivity,  with  long 
and  loud  exclamations.  The  name  of  Poedooa 
{which  was  that  of  Oreo's  daughter)  refounded  from 
every  quarter  J  and  the  women  not  only  made  a 
moft  difmal  howling,  but  ftruck  their  bofoms,  and 
cut  their  heads  with  fharks  teeth,  which  occafioned 
a  confiderable  eflunon  of  blood. 

The  chief  now  difpatched  a  canoe^  to  Bolabola, 
with  a  meffage  to  Opoony,  king  of  that  ifland,  in- 
forming him  of  what  had  happened,  and  requeft- 
ing  him  to  feize  the  two  deferters,  and  fend  them 
back.  The  meffenger,  who  was  the  father  of  Oreo's 
fon-in-law  Pootoe,  came  to  receive  the  captain's 
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commands  before  his  departure;  who  flriclly  en- 
joined him  not  to  return  without  the  fugitives,  and 
to  tell  Opoony,  from  him,  that,    if  they  had  left 
the  ifle  of  Bolabola,  he  muft  fend  canoes  in  purfuit 
of  them.     But  the  impatient  natives,  not  thinking 
proper  to  truft  to  the  return  of  our  people  for  the 
releafe  of  the  prifoners,  were  induced  to  meditate 
an  attempt,  which,  if  it  had  not  been  prevented, 
might  have  involved  them  in  flill  greater  diftrefs. 
Between  five  and  fix  o'clock.  Captain  Cook,  who 
who  was  then  on  fhore,  abreaft  of  the  fliip,  ob- 
ferved  all  their  canoes,  in  and  about  the  harbour, 
began  to  move  oflP.     He  enquired,  in  vain,  for  the 
caufe  of  this ;  till  fome  of  our  people,  caUing  to  us 
from  the  Difcovery,  informed  us,  that  a  body  of 
the  iflanders   had  feized  Captain  Clerke  and  Mr. 
Gore,  as  they  were  walking  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  Ihips.     The  commodore,  ftruck  with  the  bold- 
nefs  of  this  fcheme  of  retaliation,  which  feemcd  to 
counteraft   him  in  his  own   way,  inflantly  com- 
manded his  people  to  arm  ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes, 
a  ftrong  party,  under  the  condud:  of  Mr.  King,  were 
fent  to  the  refcue  of  the  two  gentlemen.     At  the 
fame  time  two  armed  boats,  and  a  party,  under  Mr. 
Williamfon,  were  difpatched,  to  intercept  the  fly- 
ing canoes  in  their  retreat  to  the  fhore.     Thefe  de- 
tachments had   fcarcely   gone  out  of  fight,  when 
intelligence  arrived,  which   convinced  us  we  had 
been  mifinformed  ;  and  they  were  immediately,  in 
confequence  of  this,  called  in.     However,  it  ap- 
peared from  feveral  corroborating  particulars,  that 
the  natives  had  aftually  formed  the  defign  of  feizing 
Captain  Clerke  ;  and  they  even  made  no  fecret  in 
{peaking  of  it  the  following  day.    But  the  principal 
part  of  the  plan  of  their  operations  was  to  have  fecured 
the  perfon  of  Captain  Cook.     He  was  accuflomed  to 
bathe  every  evening  in  the  frefh  water ;  on  which 
occafions  he  frequently  went  alone,     and  was  un- 
armed.   Expeding  him  to  go  this  evening,  as  ufual, 

they 
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they  had  refolved  upon  feizing  him,  and  Captain 
Gierke  likewife,  if  he  had  accompanied  him.  But 
our  commander,  after  confining  the  chief's  family, 
had  taken  care  to  avoid  putting  himfelf  in  their 
power ;  and  had  cautioned  Captain  Clerke  and  the 
officers,  not  to  go  to  any  conliderable  diftance  from 
the  fhips.  Oreo,  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon, 
alked  our  commodore,  three  or  foui'  times,  if  he 
would  not  go  to  the  bathing  place  j  till  at  length 
finding  that  the  captain  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon,  he  retired,  with  his  people,  notwithftanding 
all  our  intreaties  to  the  contrary.  Having  no  fuf- 
picion,  at  this  time,  of  their  defign.  Captain  Cook 
imagined,  that  a  fudden  panic  had  feized  them, 
which  would  be  foon  over.  Being  difappointed 
with  refpecl  to  him,  they  fixed  upon  thofe  whom 
they  thought  more  in  their  power.  It  was  a  fortu- 
nate circumllance  that  they  did  not  fucceed  in  their 
defign,  and  that  no  mifchief  was  done  on  the  occa- 
fion  ;  no  mufquets  being  fired,  exrrpt  tv.  o  or  three 
to  fl:op  the  canoes  ;  to  which  firing,  perhaps  Cap- 
tain Clerke  and  Mr.  Gore  owed  their  fafety ;  but 
Mr.  King  afcribesthis  to  the  captain's  walkmgwith  a 
pifiiol  in  his  hand,  which,  he  fays,  he  once  fired ; 
at  which  time  a  party  of  the  iflandcrs,  armed  with 
clubs,  were  marching  towards  them,  but  difperied 
on  hearing  the  report  of  the  m.ufquets.  This  con- 
fpiracy  was  firfl:  difcovered  by  a  girl,  who  had  been 
brought  from  Huaheine  by  one  of  our  officers. 
Happening  to  overhear  fome  of  the  Ulieteans  fay, 
that  they  would  idze  Captain  Clerke  and  Mr.  Gore, 
fhe  immediately  ran  to  acquaint  the  firll  of  our 
people  that  fhe  met,  with  the  defign.  Thofe  who 
had  been  intrufted  with  the  execution  of  the  plan, 
threatened  to  put  her  to  death,  as  foon  as  we  fhould 
quit  Ulietea,  for  difappointing  them.  Being  aware 
of  this,  we  contrived  that  the  girl's  friends  fhould 
come  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  and  take  her  out  of 
the  fhipj  to  convey  her  to  a  place  where  flie  might 
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remain  concealed,  till  an  opportunity  Ihould  offer 
for  her  efcaping  to  Huaheine. 

On  Thurfday  the  27  th,  the  tents  were  ftruck,  the 
obfervatories  took  down,  which,  with  the  live  ftock, 
were  brought  on  board  the  ihips.     We  then  un- 
moored, and  moved  a  little  way  down  the  harbour, 
where  we  anchored  again.     In  the  afternoon,  the 
natives  gathered  round,  and  came  on  board  our 
Clips,    as  ufual.      One   party   acquainted  Captain 
Cook,  that  the  fugitives  were  found,  and  that  in  a 
few  days  they  would  be  brought  back,  requefting 
at  the  fame  time  the  releafeof  theprifoners.     But 
the  captain  paid  no  regard  to  cither  their  informa- 
tion or  petition ;  on  the  contray,  he  renewed  his 
threatnings,  which  he  declared  he  would  put  in  exe- 
cution, if  the  men  were  not  delivered  up.     In  the 
fucceeding  night   the  wind   blew  in  hard  fqualls, 
which  were  accompanied  with  heavy  fhowers  of  rain. 
In  one  of  thefe  fqualls,  the  cable  whereby  theRefolu- 
tion  was  riding  at  anchor,  parted ;  but  as  we  had 
another  ready  to  let  go,  the  fhip  was  quickly  brought 
up  again.    On  the  29th,  having  received  no  account 
from  Bolabola,   Oreo  fet   out  for  that  ifland,    in 
fearch  after  the  deferters,  deliring  Captain  Cook  to 
follow  him,  the  next  day,  with  the  ftiips.     This 
was  the  captain's  intention  j  but  the  wind  prevented 
our  getting  to  fea.     On  the  30th,  about  five  o'clock, 
P.  M.  a  number  of  canoes  were  feen,  at  a  diftance, 
making  towards  the  fliips ;  and  as  they  approached 
nearer  we  heard  them  ling  and  rejoice,  as  if  they 
had  fucceeded  in  finding  what  they  went  in  fearch 
of.     About  iix,  they  came  fo  nigh,  that  we  could 
difcern,  with  our  glailes,  the  deferters  faftened  toge- 
ther,   but  without  their  milTes.     They   were   no 
fooner  brought  on  board,  than  the  royal  prifoners 
were  releafed,  to  the  unfpeakable  joy  of  all  but  the 
two  fugitives,  who  were  under  great  apprehenfions 
of  fuffering  death.     Their  puniftiment,  however, 
%vas  not  fo  feveie  as  might  have  hcsfi  especled. 
No.  57.  9T  S— 
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was  turned  before  the  maft,  where  he  continued 
to  do  duty  while  there  was  little  or  nothing  to  do  ; 
but  on  afking  forgivenefs,  was  reftorcd  to  his  for- 
mer ilation  on  the  quarter  deck.  It  appeared  that 
their  purfuers  had  followed  them  from  one  ifland  to 
another  from  Ulietea  to  Otaha,  from  Otaha  to  Bo- 
labola,  from  Bolabola  to  the  little  ifland  of  Toobaee, 
where  they  were  found,  but  where  we  never fliould 
have  looked  for  them,  had  not  the  natives  traced 
them  out.  They  were  taken  by  Pootoe's  father,  in 
confequence  of  the  firft  meffage  fent  to  Opoony. 

On  the  I  ft  of  December,  notice  was  given  to  the 
Otaheitcan  milTes,  that  they  muft  all  prepare  to  de- 
part, the  fhips  being  in  readinels  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, and,  perhaps,  never  to  return  to  the  Society 
Illands  any  more.  This  news  caufed  great  lamen- 
tation and  much  confulion.  They  were  now  at  a 
great  diftance  from  home,  and  every  one  was  eager 
to  get  what  fhc  could  for  herfelf  before  fhe  was 
parted  from  her  beloved.  Moft  of  them  had  already 
ftript  their  mates  cf  almcft  every  thing  they  pol- 
feffed,  and  thofe  who  had  ftill  fomething  in  referve 
Jed  a  fad  life  till  they  fliared  it  with  them.  It  was 
not  till  the  7th,  to  which  time  we  were  confined  in 
the  harbour  by  a  contrary  wind,  that  we  could 
clear  the  fhips  of  thefe  troublefome  gentry. 
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TIm  Refolution  and  Difcovery  leave  Ulietea,  and  dired: 
their  courfe  to  the  7/land  of  Bolabola — Remarks  on  the 
-prefent  and  former  State  of  Ulietea — The  Ships  ar- 
rive at  Bolabola.^  with  Oreo  and  others — Captain 
Cook  applies  to  Opoony  for  Monf.  Bougainville^  s  anchor 
— Reafons  for  pur  chafing  it — They  quit  the  Society 
JJlandi — Bolabola  and  its  Harbour  defcribed^ Bra- 
very 
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very  of  its  Inhabitants- — H'lftorical  Account  of  the 
Redu^ion  of  Otaha  and  Ulictea — Animals  left  at 
the  above  I/lands— Method  of  faltingFork  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Ships — Cur  for y  Remarks  ref petting  Ota- 
heite  and  the  Society  IJlands — Additional  Stiiuures 
to  the  former  Accounts  of  Otaheite,  t>y  Mr,  Anderfon 
—Of  the  Country  in  ge?ieral— Productions — Natural 
Hijiory — Defcription  of  the  Natives — Their  Lan- 
^ua^e  —  Diet — Liquors — Different  Meals — Co?inec~ 
tions  between  the  two  Sexes — Their  Cujtoms — -Syjiem 
,  of  Religion— Superjhtions — Traditions — An  hijlori- 
cal  Legend — Of  the  regal  Dignity — DiJiinBions  of 
Kank^  and  Funijlwients  — Peculiarities  belonging 
to  the  adjacent  I /lands — Their  Na?nes  and  thofe  of 
their  Gods — Limits  of  their  Navigation — The  Refo- 
lution  and  Difcovery  prepare  for  failing  to  the  North  ;y 
in  quejl  of  the  grand  and  principal  Object  of  this 
Voyage — A  curious  geographical  and  hijlorical  De- 
fcription of  the  North'WeJi  Parts  of  North  America^ 
and  of  the  mojl  remarkable  Iflands  fitiiated  north  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  in  the  Eafiern  Sea, 

SUNDAY,  the  yth  of  December,  at  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.  we  weighed  and  made  (ail  with  a  light 
breeze  at  the  north-eaft  point.  During  the  preced- 
ing week,  we  had  been  viiiced  by  perlbns  from  all 
quarters  of  the  ifland,  who  afforded  us  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  hogs  and  green  plantains,  fo  that  the 
time  we  remained  wind-bound  in  the  harbour  was 
not  totally  loft  ;  for  green  plantains  are  an  excel- 
lent fuccedaneum  for  bread,  and  will  keep  good 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  Belides  being  furni&cfll 
with  thefe  provilions,  we  alfo  took  in  plenty  of 
wood  and  water.  The  Ulieteans  appeared  to  be  in 
general  fmaller,  and  blacker  than  the  natives  of  the 
adjacent  iflands,  and  feemed  alfo  lefs  orderly,  which 
may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  their  having  become 
fubjecls  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bolabola.  Oreo,  their 
chief,  is  only  a  kind  of  deputy  to  the  Bolabolan 
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monarch ;  and  the  conqueft  feems  to  have  diral- 
nJihed  the  number  of  fubordinate  chiefs  refident 
among  them  :  they  are,  therefore,  lefs  under  the 
immediate  eye  of  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  en- 
force a  proper  obedience.  Though  Ulietea  is  now 
reduced  to  this  humihating  ftate  of  dependence,  it 
was  formerly,  as  we  were  informed,  the  moft  emi- 
nent of  this  group  of  iflands,  and,  probably,  the  firft 
feat  of  government,  for  the  prefent  royal  family  of 
Otaheite  derives  its  defcent  from  that  which  ruled 
here  before  the  late  revolution.  The  dethroned 
king  of  Ulietea,  whofe  name  is  Ooroo,  reiides  at 
Huaheine,  furnifliing,  in  his  own  perfon,  an  in- 
ftance  not  only  of  the  inftabihty  of  power,  but  alfo 
of  the  refpect  paid  by  thefe  ifianders  to  particular 
families  of  princely  rank  ;  for  they  allow  Ooroo  to 
retain  all  the  enfigns  which  are  appropriated  by  them 
to  royalty, notwithftanding  his  having  been  deprived 
of  his  dominions.  We  obferved  a  iimilar  inftance 
to  this  during  our  ftay  at  Ulietea,  where  one  of  our 
occafional  vilitants  was  Captain  Cook's  old  friend 
Oree,  late  chief  of  Huaheine.  He  ftill  maintained 
his  confequence,  2nd  was  conftantly  attended  by  a 
numerous  retinue. 

We  now  had  a  brifk  wind,  and  directed  our  courfe 
to  Bolabola,  accompanied  by  Oreo  and  others  from 
Ulietea ;  and,  indeed,  moft  of  the  natives,  except 
the  chief,  would  galdly  have  taken  a  paffage  with 
xjs  to  England.  Our  principal  reafon  for  vifiting 
the  ifland  of  Bolabola  was,  to  procure  one  of  the 
anchors  which  bad  been  left  at  Otaheite  by  Mon- 
lieur  Bougainville.  This,  we  were  informed,  had 
been  afterwards  found  by  the  natives  there,  and 
fent  by  them  to  Opoony,  the  chief  of  Bolabola. 
It  was  not  on  account  of  our  being  in  want  of  an- 
chors that  we  were  anxious  to  get  pofleflion  of  it ; 
but,  having  parted  with  all  our  hatchets,  and  other 
iron  implements,  in  purchafing  refrefhments,  we 
were  now  obliged  to  create  a  frelli  affortment  of 
3  trading 
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trading  articles,  by  fabricating  them  from  the  fpare 
iron  we  could  find  on  board  ;  and  even  the  greatell 
part  of  that  had  been  already  expenc'ed.  Captain 
Cook,  therefore,  fuppofed  Monf.  Bougainville's 
anchor  would  in  a  great  meafure  fupply  our  want  of 
this  ufeful  material  -j  and  he  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt  that  Opoeny  might  be  induced  to  part  with 
it.  At  fun-fet  being  off  the  fouth  point  of  Bola- 
bola,  we  fiiortened  fail,  and  paffed  tlie  night  making 
fhort  boards.  On  Monday,  the  8th,  at  day-break, 
we  made  fail  for  the  harbour,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  ifland.  Having  a  fcanty  wind  we  were  obirged 
to  ply  up ;  and  it  was  nine  o'clock  before  we  were 
near  enough  to  fend  away  a  boat  to  found  the  en- 
trance. When  the  mafter  returned  with  the  boat, 
he  reported,  that  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  was 
rocky  at  the  bottom,  but  that  there  was  good 
ground  within  j  and  the  depth  of  water  twenty- 
five  and  twenty-feven  fathoms.  In  the  channel,  he 
faid,  there  was  room  enough  to  turn  the  fhips,  it 
being  one  third  of  a  mile  broad.  Upon  this  infor- 
mation, we  attempted  to  work  the  fliips  in  ;  but  the 
wind  and  tide  being  againft  us,  we  made  two  or 
three  trips,  and  found  it  could  not  be  accomplifhed 
till  the  tide  fliould  turn  in  our  favour.  Whereupon 
the  captain  gave  up  the  defign  of  carrying  the  Ihips 
into  the  harbour;  and,  embarking  in  one  of  the 
boads,  attended  by  Oreo  and  his  companions,  was 
rowed  in  for  the  ifland.  As  foon  as  they  landed, 
our  Commodore  was  introduced  to  Opoony,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people.  The  ne- 
ceffary  compliments  being  exchanged,  the  captain 
requefted  the  chief  to  give  him  the  anchor  ;  and, 
by  way  of  inducement,  produced  the  prefent  he 
intended  for  him.  It  confifted  of  a  linen  night 
gown,  gauze  handkerchiefs,  a  fhirt,  a  looking- 
glafs,  fome  beads,  toys,  and  fix  axes.  Opoony, 
however,  refufed  to  accept  the  prefent  till  the  com- 
modore had  received  the  anchor  j  and  ordered  three 
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perfons  to  go  and  deliver  It  to  him,  with  directions 
to  receive  from  him  what  he  thought  proper  in  re- 
turn. With  theie  meffengers  we  fet  out  in  our 
boats  for  a  neighbouring  ifland,  where  the  anchor 
had  been  depofited,  but  it  was  neither  fo  large  nor 
ib  perfect,  as  we  expeded.  By  the  mark  that  was 
upon  it,  we  found  it  had  originally  weighed  feven 
hundred  pounds,  but  it  now  wanted  the  two  palms, 
the  ring,  and  part  of  the  fliank.  The  rcafon  of 
Opoony's  refufing  Captain  Cook's  prefent  was  now 
apparent :  he,  doubtlefs,  fuppofed  that  the  anchor, 
in  its  prefent  flate,  was  fo  much  inferior  to  what 
was  offered  in  exchange,  that  when  the  captain  faw 
it,  he  would  be  difpleafed.  The  commodore,  not- 
withftanding,  took  the  anchor  as  he  found  it,  and 
fent  the  whole  of  the  prefent  which  he  at  firft  in- 
tended. This  bufmefs  being  done,  and  the  captain 
returned  on  board,  we  hoifted  in  our  boats,  and 
made  fail  to  the  north.  While  we  were  thus  em- 
ployed, we  were  vifited  by  fome  of  the  natives, 
who  came  off  in  three  or  four  canoes  to  fee  the 
fhips.  They  brought  v/ith  them  one  pig,  and  a  few 
cocoa-nuts.  Had  we  remained  at  this  ifland  till  the 
next  day,  we  fhould  probably  have  been  fupplied 
with  plenty  of  provilions ;  and  the  natives  would, 
doubtlefs,  be  difappointed  when  they  found  we 
were  gone;  but,  having  already  a  good  flock  of  hogs 
and  fruit  on  board,  and  not  many  articles  left  to 
purchafe  more,  we  had  no  inducement  left  to 
defer  the  profecution  of  our  voyage. 

Oteavanooa,  the  harbour  of  Bolabola,  fituated 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  is  very  capacious; 
and,  though  we  did  not  enter  it.  Captain  Cook  had 
the  fatisfadion  of  being  informed  by  thofe  employed 
for  the  purpofe,  that  it  is  a  very  proper  place  for 
the  reception  of  fliips.  Towards  the  middle  of  this 
ifland  is  a  lofty  double-peaked  mountain,  which 
appeared  to  be  barren  on  the  eaft  fide,  but  on  the 
\Veft  fide  has  fome  trees  and  bufhes.     The  lower 

grounds. 
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<Trounds,  towards  the  fea,  like  the  other  iflands  of 
this  ocean,  are  covered  with  cocoa-palms  and  bread- 
fruit trees.  There  are  many  little  iilots  that  fur- 
round  it,  which  add  to  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  to  the  amount  of  its  vegetable  produc- 
tions. Conlidering  the  fmall  extent  of  Bolabola, 
being  only  24  miles  in  circumference,  it  is  remarka- 
ble that  its  people  fhould  have  been  able  to  conquer 
Uhetea  and  Otaha ;  the  former  being  alone  more 
than  double  its  iize.  In  each  of  Captain  Cook's 
three  voyages,  the  war  that  produced  this  great 
revolution  was  frequently  mentioned  •,  and  as  the 
hiltory  thereof  may  be  an  agreeable  entertainment 
to  our  fubfcribers,  we  Ihall  here  give  it  as  related 
by  themfelves. 

Ulietea  and  Gtaha  had  long  been  friends ;  or,  as 
the  natives  exprefs  it  emphatically,  they  were  con- 
iidered  as  two  brothers,  whofe  views  and  interefts 
were  the  fame.  The  ifland  of  Huaheine  was  alfo 
admitted  as  a  friend,  but  not  in  fo  eminent  a  de- 
gree. Like  a  traitor,  Otaha  leagued  with  Bolabola, 
jointly  to  attack  Ulietea ;  whofe  people  required  the 
ailiftance  of  their  friends  in  Huaheine  againft  thefe 
united  powers.  The  inhabitants  of  Bolabola  were 
encouraged  by  a  prophetefs,  who  predicted  their 
fuccefs  ;  and  that  they  might  rely  on  her  prophecy, 
file  defired  that  a  man  flioukl  be  fent  to  a  particular 
part  of  the  fea,  where  from  a  great  depth  would 
arife  a  ftone.  He  was  accordingly  fent  off  in  a 
canoe  to  the  place  fpecified,  and  was  going  indantly 
to  dive  for  the  ftone,  when,  behold,  it  Itarted  up 
fpontaneoully  to  the  furface,  and  came  immediately 
into  his  hand  !  All  the  people  were  aftonifhed  at  the 
light ;  the  ftone  was  deemed  facred,  and  depoiited 
in  the  houfe  of  the  eatooa,  where  it  is  ftill  preserved, 
as  a  proof  that  this  prophetefs  was  infpired  with  the 
divinity.  Elevated  with  the  hopes  of  victory,  the 
canoes  of  Bolabola  attacked  thofe  of  Ulietea  and 
Huaheine  j  .the  encounter  lafted  long,'  thev  being 
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laflied  ftrongly  together  with  ropes  ;  and,  notwith- 
flanding  the  pretended  miracle,  the  Bolabola  fleet 
would  have  been  vanquiflied,  had  not  that  of  Otaha 
arrived  at  the  critical  moment.  The  fortune  of  the 
day  was  now  turned  ;  victory  declared  in  favour  of 
the  Bolabolans  ;  and  their  enemies  were  totally  de- 
feated. Two  days  after,  the  conquerors  invaded 
Huaheine,  which  they  fubdued,  it  being  weakly 
defended,  as  moft  of  its  warriors  were  then  abfent. 
Many  of  its  fugitives,  however,  having  got  to 
Otaheite,  th^re  related  their  melancholy  tale.  This 
fo  affeded  thofc  of  their  own  country,  and  of  Ulie- 
tea,  whom  they  found  in  that  ifland,  that  they  ob- 
tained their  afliRance.  They  were  furniflied  with 
only  ten  fighting  canoes  ;  with  which  inconlider- 
able  force  they  efl'ected  a  landing  at  Huaheine  in 
the  night ;  and,  taking  the  Bolabola  men  by  fur- 
prize,  killed  many  of  them,  and  difperfed  the  reft. 
Thus  were  they  again,  by  one  bold  effort,  pofTefTed 
of  their  own  ifland,  which  at  this  day  remains  in- 
dependent, and  is  governed  by  its  own  chiefs. 
When  the  combined  fleets  of  Ulietea  and  Huaheine 
were  defeated,  the  men  of  Bol^-bola  were  applied 
to  by  their  alhes  of  Otaha,  to  be  allowed  an  equal 
ihare  of  the  conquefts.  This  being  refufed,  the  al- 
liance broke  ;  and,  during  the  war,  Otaha  was  con- 
quered, as  well  as  Ulietea,  both  of  which  remain 
fubjctl:  to  Bolabola ;  the  chiefs  by  whom  they  are 
governed,  being  only  deputies  to  Opoony,  the  king 
of  the  iflands.  Such  is  their  account  of  the  war  ; 
and  in  the  reduction  of  the  t\vo  iflands  five  battles 
Averc  fought,  at  different  places,  in  which  great 
Btimbers  were  kUled  on  each  flde. 

We  have  already  obfervcd,  that  thefe  people  are 
extremely  deficient  in  recollecling  the  exacl  dates  of 
paft  events,  liefpecling  this  war,  though  it  hap- 
pened but  a  few  years  ago,  we  could  only  guefs  at 
the  time  of  its  commencement  and  duration,  the 
natives  Hot  being  able  to  fatisfy  our  enquiries  with 

any 
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-any  precifion.  The  final  conqueft  of  Ulietea, which 
terminated  the  war,  had  been  atchieved  before  Cap^ 
tain  Cook  was  there  in  1769  ;  but  it  was  very  ap- 
parent that  peace  had  not  been  long  reftored,  as 
marks  of  recent  hoftilities  having  been  committed 
were  then  to  be  feen.  By  attending  to  the  age  of 
Teereef  areea,  the  prefent  chief  of  Huaheine,  fome 
additional  collateral  proof  may  be  gathered.  He 
did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  ten  or  twelve  years 
ot  age,  and  his  father,  we  were  informed,  had  been 
kii!ed  in  one  of  the  engagements.  Since  the  con- 
queft of  Ulietea  and  Otaha,  the  Bolabola  men  are 
confidered  as  invincible  ;  and  their  fame  is  fo  far 
extended,  that,  even  at  Otaheite,  if  not  dreaded, 
they  are  refpecled  for  their  valour.  It  is  afferted^ 
they  never  fly  from  an  enemy,  and  that  they  are 
vi<5lorious  againft  an  equal  number  of  the  other 
iflanders.  Thefe  ascribe  much  to  the  fuperiority  of 
their  god,  who,  they  believed,  detained  us  by  con- 
trary winds  at  Uhetea.  The  eftimation  in  which 
the  Bolabola  men  are  held  at  Otaheite,  may  be  ga- 
thered from  M.  de  Bougainville's  anchor  having 
been  fent  to  their  fovereign.  The  intention  of 
tranfporting  the  Spanifh  bull  to  their  ifiand,  mull 
be  afcribed  to  the  fame  caufe.  They  alfo  had  a 
third  European  curiohty,  brought  to  Otaheite  by 
the  Spaniards.  This  animal  had  been  fo  imperfe(flly 
defcribed  by  the  natives,  that  we  had  been  much 
puzzled  to  conjedlure  what  it  could  be.  Some 
good,  however,  generally  fprings  up  out  of  evil. 
When  Captain  Gierke's  deferters  were  brought  back 
from  Bolabola,  they  told  us  the  animal  had  been 
Ihewn  to  them,  and  that  it  was  a  ram.  Had  our 
men  not  deferted,  it  is  probable  we  fhould  never 
have  known  more  about  it.  In  confequence  of  this 
intelligence,  the  captain,  when  he  landed  to  meet 
Opoony,  took  an  ewe  with  him  in  the  boat,  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  breed,  whereby  a  foundation 
is  laid  for  a  breed  of  ihe^p  at  Bolabola.  He  alfo 
Nq»  57«  ^y  left 


1626   Cook's  third  And  last  Voyage 

left  with  Oreo,  at  Ulietea,  two  goats,  and  an  Eng-» 
lifh  boar  and  fow  :  fo  that  the  race  of  hogs  will  be 
confiderably  improved,  in  a  few  years,  at  Otaheite, 
and  all  the  neighbouring  iflands ;  and  they  will, 
perhaps,  be  flocked  with  many  valuable  European 
animals.  When  this  is  really  the  cafe,  thefe  iflands 
will  be  unrivalled  in  abundance  and  variety  of  re- 
frefhments  for  the  fupply  of  future  navigators. 
Even  in  their  prefent  ftate,  they  are  hardly  to  be 
excelled.  When  the  inhabitants  are  not  dillurbed 
by  inteftine  broils,  which  has  been  the  cafe  for  fe- 
veral  years  pad,  their  produdlions  are  numerous 
and  plentiful. 

Had  we  been  poflelTed  of  a  greater  aflbrtment  of 
goods,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  fait,  we  might 
have  falted  as  much  pork,  as  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  lafl  both  fliips  almoft  a  year :  but  we  quite 
exhaufted  our  trading  commodities  at  the  Friendly 
Ifles,  Otaheite,  and  its  neighbourhood.  Our  axes, 
in  particular,  were  nearly  gone,  with  which,  alone, 
hogs  were,  in  general,  to  be  purchafed.  The  fait 
that  remained  aboard  was  not  more  than  was  re- 
quifite  for  curing  1 5  puncheons  of  meat.  The  fol- 
lowing procefs  of  curing  pork  has  been  adopted  by 
Captain  Cook  in  his  feveral  voyages.  The  hogs 
were  killed  in  the  evening;  and,  when  cleaned, 
they  were  cut  up  ;  after  which  the  bone  was  taken 
out.  The  meat  was  falted  while  hot,  and  laid  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  permit  the  juices  to  drain  from 
it,  till  the  next  morning  :  it  was  then  falted  again, 
put  into  a  caO^j  and  covered  with  pickle.  It  re- 
mained, in  this  fituation,  four  or  five  days,  when 
it  was  taken  out,  and  carefully  examined  ;  and  if 
any  of  it  appeared  to  be  in  the  leaft  tainted,  which 
fometimes  happened,  it  was  feparated  from  the  reft, 
which  was  repacked,  headed  up,  and  filled  with 
good  pickle.  It  was  again  examined  in  about  eight 
or  ten  days  time,  but  there  appeared  no  necefiity  for 
It,  as  it  was  generally  found  to  be  all  perfectly 
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cured.  Bay  and  white  fait  mixed  together  anfwers 
the  beft^  though  either  of  them  will  do  alone.  Great 
care  was  taken  that  none  of  the  large  blood-veffels 
remained  in  the  meat;  and  that  not  too  much 
ihould  be  packed  together  at  the  firft  faking,  left 
thofe  pieces  which  are  in  the  middle  Ihould  heat, 
and  hinder  the  fait  from  penetrating  them.  In 
tropical  climates,  meat  ought  not  to  be  falted  in 
rainy  fultry  weather.  Europeans  having  of  late  fo 
frequently  vilited  thefe  iflanders,  they  may,  on  that 
account,  have  been  induced  to  breed  a  larger  ftock 
of  hogs  ;  knowing  that,  whenever  v.'e  come,  they 
may  be  certain  of  receiving  what  they  efteem  a 
valuable  conlideration  for  them.  They  daily  ex- 
ped  the  Spaniards  at  Otaheite,  and  in  two  or  three 
years  time,  they  will  doublefs  expecl  the  Englifh 
there,  as  well  as  at  the  other  iflands.  It  is  ufelels  to 
affure  them  that  you  will  not  return,  for  theyfup- 
pofe  you  cannot  avoid  it ;  though  none  of  them 
know  or  enquire  the  reafon  of  your  coming.  It 
would,  perhaps,  have  been  better  for  the  people  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  our  fuperiority  in  the  accom- 
modations and  arts  that  make  life  comfortable,  than, 
after  once  knowing  it,  to  be  abandoned  to  their 
original  incapacity  of  improvement.  They  cannot 
be,  indeed,  reftored  to  their  former  happy  medi- 
ocrity, fhould  the  intercourfe  between  us  be  dif- 
continued.  It  is  in  a  manner  incumbent  on  the 
Europeans  to  pay  them  occalional  vifits  (once  in 
three  or  four  years)  to  fupply  them  with  thofe  arti- 
cles, which  we,  by  introducing,  have  given  them 
a  predile<ftion  for.  The  want  of  fuch  fupplies  may 
be  feverely  felt,  when  it  is  too  late  to  return  to 
their  old  imperfect  contrivances,  which  they  have 
now  difcarded,  and  defpife.  When  the  iron  tools 
with  which  we  furniflied  them  are  worn  out,  their 
own  will  be  almoft  forgotten,  A  ftone  hatchet  is 
now  as  great  a  curiofity  among  them,  as  an  iron 
one  was  ieven  or  eight  years  ago  -,  and  a  chiiTel  made 
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of  bone,  or  ftone,  isjno  where  to  be  fcen.  Spike 
nails  have  been  fuftitu^ed  in  the  room  of  the  latter 
articles,  and  they  are  weak  enough  to  imagine  that 
their  ftore  of  them  is  inexhauflible,  for  they  are  no 
longer  fought  after.  Knives  happened,  at  this 
time,  to  be  in  high  eftimation  at  Ulietea  ;  and  axes 
and  hatchets  bore  unrivalled  fway  at  all  the  iflands. 
Refpecling  articles  merely  ornamental,  thefe  iflanders 
are  as  capricious  as  the  moft  polifhed  European  na- 
tions ;  for  an  article  which  may  be  prized  to-day 
will  be  rejected  to-morrow,  as  falhion  or  whim  may 
alter.  But  our  iron  implements  are  fo  evidently 
ufeful,  that  they  muft  continue  to  be  high  in  their 
eftimation.  They  would  indeed  be  miferable,  if 
they  fliould  ceafe  to  receive  fupplies  of  what  ap- 
pears neceflary  to  their  comfortable  exiftence,  as 
they  are  deftitute  of  the  materials,  and  ignorant  of 
the  art  of  fabricating  them. 

Much  has  already  been  related  refpe^ling  Otaheite ; 
vi'hich  though  not  comprehended  in  the  number  of 
what  we  have  denominated  the  Society  Iflands,  yet, 
being  inhabited  by  the  fame  race  of  men,  agreeing 
in  the  fame  leading  features  of  character  and  man- 
ners, it  was  fortunate  that  we  happened  to  difcover 
this  principal  ifland  before  the  others,  as  the  hofpi- 
table  reception  we  there  met  with,  led  us  to  make 
it  the  principal  place  of  refort,  in  our  fuccefiive 
voyages  to  this  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  By  our 
repeated  vifits,  we  have  had  better  opportunity  of 
knowing  fomething  about  it  and  its  inhabitants, 
than  about  the  other  fimilar,  but  lefs  confiderable 
iflands  in  its  vicinity.  Of  thefe  latter,  however,  we 
have  feen  enough  to  fatisfy  us,  that  all  we  have  ob- 
ferved  of  Otaheite  may,  with  trifling  alterations,  be 
applied  to  them.  During  our  continuance  at  thefe 
iflands,  we  loil  no  opportunity  of  making  aftrono- 
mical  and  nautical  obfervations.  At  Otaheite  and 
Ulietea  we  particularly  remarked  the  tide,  with  a 
view  of  afcertaining  its  grandcit  lifc  atthe  former;. 
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place.  Alfo  by  the  mean  of  145  fets  of  obferva- 
tions,  we  determined  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  three  following  places. 

dcg.  min.  fee.         deg.  min.fcc.  \ 

Matavai  Point,  at  Otaheite       17  29  15  S.Iat.  210  2z  28  E.lon., 

Ow'harre harbour,  at Hualieine  i  6  42  45  208  52  24 

Ohamaaeno  ditto,  atUlietea    16  45  30 208  25  21 

It  may  be  thought  by  feme,  the  iiland  of  Ota- 
heite has  been  already  and  fo  often  accurately  de- 
fcribed,  and  the  manners,  cuiloms,  and  ways  of 
living  of  the  inhabitants,  fo  amply  enlarged  upon, 
in  our  hiftory  of  former  voyages,  that  little  re- 
mains to  be  added :  but,  there  are  ftili,  however, 
many  parts  of  the  domeftic,  political,  and  religi- 
ous inftitutions  of  the  natives,  which  after  all  our 
vilits  to  them,  are  but  imperfectly  underftood  ;  and 
we  doubt  not,  but  that  the  following  remarks,  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  the  ingenious  Mr.  Ander- 
fon,  and  which  may  be  confidered  as  liniiliing 
ftrokes  to  a  picture,  the  outHnes  of  which  have 
been  already  given,  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  our 
numerous  friends  and  fubfcribers,  who,  by  their 
kind  encouragement  of  this  work,  have  given  the 
ftrongeft  teftimony  in  its  favour. 

"  To  what  has  been  obferved  of  Otaheite  (fays 
Mr.  Anderfon)  in  the  accounts  ♦f  the  fuccefiive 
voyages  of  Captain  WaUis,  M.  de  Bougainville, 
and  Captain  Cook,  it  would,  at  firft  light,  feem 
fuperfluous  to  add  any  thing  ;  as  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  little  could  now  be  produced,  but  a  re- 
petition of  what  has  been  related  before.  I  am, 
however,  far  from  being  of  that  opinion  ;  and 
will  venture  to  affirm,  that,  though  a  very  accurate- 
defcription  of  the  country,  and  of  the  moft  obvious 
cuftoms  of  its  inhabitants,  has  been  already  given, 
efpecially  by  Captain  Cook,  yet  much  ftill  remains 
untouched:  that  in  fome  inftances,  miftakes  ha.ve 
been  made,  which  later  and  repeated  obieivations 
4  have 
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have  been  able  to  redify ;  and  that,  even  n6w,  wc 
are  ftrangers  to  many  of  the  moil  important  infti* 
tutions  that  prevail  among  thefe  people.  The  truth 
is,  our  vifits,  though  frequent,  have  been  but  tran- 
lient :  many  of  us  had  no  inclination  to  make  en* 
quiries  ;  more  were  unable  to  direci  the  enquiries 
properly  ;  and  we  all  laboured,  though  not  to  the 
lame  degree,  under  the  difadvantages  attending  an 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  language  of  thofe,  from 
whom  alone  we  could  receive  any  information* 
The  Spaniards  had  it  more  in  their  power  to  fur- 
mount  this  bar  to  inftruclion  ;  fome  of  them  having 
refided  at  Otaheite  much  longer  than  any  other 
European  vilitors ;  by  which  fuperior  advantage, 
they  could  not  but  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining the  fulleft  information  on  moft  fubjects  re- 
lating to  this  ifland :  their  account  of  it  would, 
probably,  convey  more  authentic  and  accurate  in- 
telligence, than,  with  our  belt  endeavours,  any  of 
us  could  pollibly  obtain.  But,  as  I  look  upon  it  to 
be  very  uncertain,  if  not  very  unlikely,  that  we 
fliould  ever  have  any  communication  from  that 
quarter,  I  have  here  put  together  what  additional 
intelligence  about  Otaheite,  and  its  neighbouring 
iflands,  I  was  able  to  procure,  either  from  Omai, 
while  on  board  the  Refolution,  or  by  converfing 
with  the  other  natives,  while  we  had  any  intercourfe, 
and  were  converfant  with  them. 

"  The  wind,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  year, 
blows  from  between  the  E.  S.  E.  andE.  N.  E.  This 
is  the  true  trade  wind,  or  what  the  natives  call 
maaraee  ;  and  it  fometimes  blows  with  confiderable 
force.  When  this  happens,  the  weather  is  often 
cloudy,  with  Ihowei  s  of  rain ;  but  when  the  wind 
is  more  moderate,  it  is  clear,  fettled,  and  ferene. 
Should  the  wind  veer  farther  to  the  fouthward,  and 
become  S.  E.  or  S.  S.  E.  it  then  blows  more  gently, 
with  a  fmooth  fea,  and  is  called  maoai.  In  thefe 
months,  when  the  fun  is  nearly  vertical,  that  is  ia 
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December  and  January,  the  winds  and  weather  are 
both  very  variable ;  but  it  frequently  blows  from 
W.  N.  W.  or  N.  W.  This  wind,  called  toeron, 
is  generally  attended  by  dark,  cloudy  weather,  and 
frequently  by  rain.  It  fometimes  blows  ftrong, 
though  generally  moderate  ;  but  feldom  laft  longer 
than  fix  days  without  interruption  ;  and  is  the 
only  wind  in  which  the  people  of  the  iflands  to  lee- 
ward come  to  this,  in  their  canoes.  If  it  happens 
to  be  ftill  more  northerly,  it  blows  with  lefs  ftrength, 
and  is  called  Era-potaia ;  which  they  fay  is  the  wife 
of  Toerou,  who,  according  to  their  mythology,  is 
a  male.  The  wind  from  the  S.  W.  and  W.  S.  W. 
is  ftill  more  frequent  than  the  former,  and  though, 
in  general,  gentle,  and  interrupted  by  calms,  or 
breezes  from  the  eathvard,  yet  it  fometimes  blows 
in  brifk  fqualls.  The  weather  attending  it  is  com- 
monly dark,  cloudy,  and  rainy,  with  a  clofe  hot 
air ;  and  accompanied  by  a  great  deal  of  thunder 
and  lightning.  It  is  called  Etoa,  and  often  fucceeds 
the  Toerou ;  as  does  alfo  the  Farooa,  which  is  ftill 
jnore  foutherly ;  and,  from  its  violence,  blows 
down  houfes  and  trees,  efpecially  the  cocoa-palms, 
from  their  loftinefs  ;  but  it  is  of  Ihort  duration. 
The  natives  feem  not  to  have  a  very  accurate  know- 
ledge of  thefe  changes,  and  yet  pretend  to  have 
drawn  fome  general  conclufions  from  their  effects  ; 
for  when  the  fea  has  a  hollow  found,  and  daflies 
flowly  on  the  reef,  they  fay  it  portends  good  wea- 
ther ;  but  if  it  has  a  fharp  found,  and  the  waves 
fucceed  each  other  faft,  that  the  reverfe  will  hap- 
pen. 

"  There  is,  perhaps,  fcarcely  a  fpot  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  that  affords  a  more  luxuriant  profpecl  than 
the  S.  E.  part  of  the  ifland  of  Otaheite.  The 
hills  are  high  and  fteep,  and  in  many  places  craggy  ; 
t)Ut  they  are  covered  to  the  very  fummits,  with 
trees  and  Ihrubs,  fo  that  a  fpeifator  cannot  help 
thinking,  th^t  the  very  rocks  pofTefs  the  property 

of 
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of  producing  and  fupporting  their  verdant  clothing. 
The  flat  land  which  bounds  thofe  hills  toward  the 
fea,  and  the  interjacent  valleys  alfo,  teem  with  va- 
rious produclions  that  grow  with  the  moft  exuberant 
vigour  ;  and,  at  once,  fill  the  mind  of  the  beholder 
with  the  idea,  that  no  place  on  the  earth  can  excel 
this,  in  the  ftrength  and  beauty  of  vegetation.  Na- 
ture has  been  no  lefs  liberal  in  diftributing  rivulets, 
which  are  found  in  every  valley ;  and  as  they  ap- 
proach the  fea,  often  divide  into  two  or  three  bran- 
ches, fertilizing  the  flat  lands  through  which  they 
run.  The  habitations  of  the  natives  are  fcattered 
without  order,  upon  thefe  flats  ;  and  many  of  them 
appearing  toward  the  fliore,  prefented  a  delightful 
fcene,  viewed  from  our  ftiips  ;  efpecially  as  the  fea, 
with;n  the  reef,  which  bounds  the  coaft,  is  perfe<ftly 
ftill,  and  affords  a  fafe  navigation,  at  all  times,  for 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  often  feen  paddling  in  their 
canoes  indolently  along,  in  palling  from  place  to 
place,  or  in  going  to  fifli.  On  viewing  thefe  de-^ 
lightful  fcenes,  I  have  often  regretted  my  inability 
to  tranfmit  to  thofe  who  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  feejng  them,  fuch  a  defcription  as  might,  in 
fome  meafure,  convey  an  imprefiion  fimilar  to  what 
muft  be  felt  by  every  one,  who  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  be  on  the  fpot. 

"  It  is,  doubtlefs,  the  natural  fertility  of  the 
country,  combined  with  the  mildnefs  and  ferenity 
of  the  climate,  that  renders  the  natives  io  careleis 
in  their  cultivation,  that,  in  many  places,  though 
abounding  with  the  richeft  productions,  the  fmalleft 
traces  of  it  cannot  be  obferved.  The  cloth-plant 
which  is  raifed  from  feeds  brought  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  ava,  or  intoxicating  pepper,  which 
they  defend  from  the  fun  when  very  young,  by 
covering  them  with  the  leaves  of  the  breadrfruit- 
tree,  are  almoft  the  only  things  to  which  theyfeem 
to  pay  any  attention ;  and  thefe  they  keep  very 
clean.    I  have  enquired  very  carefully  into  their 

manner 
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manner  of  cultivating  the  bread-fruit-tree ;  but  was 
always  anfwered,  that  they  never  planted  it.     This, 
indeed,  muft  be  evident  to  every  one  who  will  ex- 
amine the  places  where  the  young  trees  come  up. 
It  will  be  always  obferved,  that  they  fpring  from 
the  roots  of  the  old  ones  ;  which  run  near  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground :  fo  that  the  bread-fruit-trees 
may  be  reckoned  thofe  that  would  naturally  cDver 
the  plains,  fuppoiing  that  the  illand  was  not  inha- 
bited, in  the  fame  manner  as  the  white-barked-trees, 
fouad  at  Van  Diemen's  Land,  conftitute  the  forefts 
there.     And  from  this  we  may  obferve,  that  an  in- 
habitant of  Otaheite,  inllead  of  being  obliged  to 
plant  his  bread,  will  rather  be  under  a  neceffity  of 
preventing  its  progrefs  ;  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  fome- 
times  done,  to  give  room  for  trees  of  anothtr  fort, 
to  afford  him  a  variety  in  his  food.     The  chief  of 
thefe  are  the  cocoa-nut  and'  plantain  ;  the  firft  of 
which  can  give  no  trouble,  after  it  has  raifed  itfeif 
a  foot  or  two  above  the  ground  ;  but  the  plantain 
requires  a  little  more  care  ;  for  after  it  is  planted,  it 
ihoots  up,  and,  in  about  three  months,  begins  to 
bear  fruit ;  during  which  time  it  gives  young  Ihoots, 
which  fupply   a   fucceflion  of  fruit ;  for  the   old 
Itocks  are  cut  down  as  the  fruit  is  taken  off.     The 
products  of  the  ifland,  however,  are  not  fo  remark- 
able for  their  variety,  as  great  abundance  ;  and  cu- 
riofities  of  any  kind  are  not  numerous.     Among 
thefe  v/e  may  reckon  a  pond  or  lake  of  frefh  water, 
at  the  top  of  one  of  the  higheft  mountains,  to  go 
to,  and  return  from  which,  takes  three  or  four 
days.     It  is  remarkable  for  its  depth  \  and  has  eels 
of  an  enormous  fize  in  it ;  which  are  fometimes 
caught  by  the  natives,  who  go  upon  this  water  in 
little  floats  of  two  or  three  wild  plantain-trees  faf- 
tened  together.     This  is  efteemed  one  of  the  greatelt 
natural  curiofities  of  the  country  ;  infomuch,  that 
travellers,  who  come  from  the  other  iflands,  are 
commonly  afked  among  the  firft  queftions,  by  their 
No.  57.  9  X  friends. 
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friends,  at  their  return,  if  they  have  feen  it  ?  There 
is  alfo  a  fort  of  water,  of  which  there  is  only  one 
fmall  pond  upon  the  ifland,  as  far  diftant  as  the 
lake,  and  to  appearance  very  good,  with  a  yellow 
fediment  at  the  bottom  :  but  it  has  a  bad  tafte  ;  and 
proves  fatal  to  thofe  who  drink  any  quantity  of  it, 
or  makes  them  break  out  in  blotches,  if  they  bathe 
in  it. 

"  Nothing  made  a  flronger  imprefTion,  at  firft 
fight,  on  our  arrival  here,  than  the  con t raft  between 
the  robuft  make  and  dark  colour  of  the  people  of 
Tongataboo,  and  a  fort  of  delicacy  and  whitenefs, 
which  diftinguifh  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite.  It 
was  even  fome  time  before  that  difference  could 
preponderate  in  favour  of  the  Otaheiteans ;  and 
then  only,  perhaps,  becaufe  we  became  accuftomed 
to  them,  the  marks  which  recommended  the  others 
beg-an  to  be  forgotten.  Their  women;,  however, 
ftriick  us  as  fuperior  in  every  refped: ;  a-nd  as  pof- 
fefling  all  thofe  delicate  characleriflics,  which  dif- 
tinguifli  them  from  the  other  fex  in  many  countries. 
The  beard,  which  the  men  here  wear  long,  and  the 
hair  which  is  not  cut  fo  fhort,  as  is  the  fafliion  at 
Tongataboo,  made  alfo  a  great  diilercnce  ;  and  we 
could  not  help  thinking,  that,  on  every  occafion, 
they  fliewed  a  greater  degree  of  timidity  and  fickle- 
neis.  The  mul'cular  appearance,  fo  common  among 
the  Friendly  Iflanders,  and  which  feems  in  confet 
quence  of  their  being  accuftomed  to  much  a(5lion^ 
is  loft  here,  where  the  fuperior  fertility  of  their 
country  enables  the  inh^rtDitants  to  lead  a  more  in- 
dolent life  ;  and  its  place  is  fupphed  by  a  plump- 
nefs  and  fmoothnefs  of  the  fkin  ;  which,  though, 
perhaps,  more  confonant  with  our  ideas  of  beauty^ 
is  no  real  advantage ;  as  it  feems  to  be  attended 
with  a  kind  of  langour  in  all  their  motions,  not 
obfervable  in  the  others.  This  remark  is  fully  veri- 
fied, in  their  boxing  and  wreftling,  which  may  be 
called  little  better  than  the  feeble  eSbrts  of  chjldi  cu, 

if 
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if  compared  to  the  vigour  with  which  they  are  per- 
formed at  the  Friendly  Iflands. 

"  Among  thefe  people  perfonal  endowments  are 
in  great  eileem,  and  they  have  recourfe  to  feveral 
methods  of  improving  them,  according  to  their 
notions  of  beauty.  It  is  a  practice,  in  particular, 
efpecially  among  the  erreoes,  or  unmarried  men  of 
ibme  confequence,  to  undergo  a  kind  of  phyfical 
operation  to  render  them  fair.  This  is  done  by  re- 
maining a  month  or  two  in  the  houfe  j  during 
which  time  they  wear  a  quantity  of  clothes,  cat 
nothing  but  bread-fruit,  to  which  they  afcribe  a  re- 
markable property  in  whitening  them.  They 
alfo  Ipeak,  as  if  their  corpulence  and  colour,  at 
other  times,  depended  on  their  food,  as  they  are 
obliged,  from  the  change  of  feafons,  to  ufe  differ- 
ent forts  at  different  times.  Their  common  diet  is 
made  up  of,  at  leaft,  nine  tenths  of  vegetable  food  ; 
and  I  believe,  more  particularly,  the  mahee,  or  fer- 
mented bread-fruit,  which  is  a  part  of  almoft  every 
meal,  has  a  remarkable  effed  on  them,  preventing 
a  coftive  habit,  and  producing  a  very  fenfible  cool- 
nefs  about  them,  which  could  not  be  perceived  in 
us  who  fed  on  animal  food  ;  and  it  is,  perhaps, 
owing  to  this  temperate  courfe  of  life,  that  they 
have  fo  few  difeafes  among  them.  They  reckon  only 
five  or  fix,  which  might  be  called  chronic,  or  na- 
tional diforders  ;  among  which  are  the  dropfy,  and 
the  fefai,  or  indolent  fwellings,  frequent  at  Ton^ 
gataboo.  But  this  was  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Europeans ;  for  we  have  added  to  this  Ihort  cata- 
logue a  difeafe  which  abundantly  fupplies  the  place 
of  all  others,  and  is  now  almoft  univerfal.  For 
this  they  feem  to  have  no  effedual  remedy,  The 
priefts,  indeed,  give  them  a  medley  of  fimples  j 
but  they  own  that  it  never  cures  them.  And  yet, 
they  allow  that,  in  a  few  cafes,  nature,  without  the 
^Itance  of  a  jphyfician,  e3;teni\i.aat.e$  the  px;)ifon  of 
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this  fatal  diforder,  and  a  perfe£l  recovery  is  pro- 
duced. 

"  Their  behaviour,  on  all  occafions,  feems  to 
indicate  a  great  opennefs,  and  generolity  of  difpo- 
fition.  Omiah,  indeed,  who,  as  their  countryman, 
lliould  be  luppofed  rather  wilHng  to  conceal  any  of 
their  defects,  has  often  faid,  that  they  are  fometimes 
cruel  in  the  treatment  of  their  enemies.  Accords 
iHg  to  his  account  they  torment  them  very  delibe- 
rately ;  at  one  time  tearing  out  fmall  pieces  of  flelh 
from  different  parts ;  at  another  taking  out  the  eyes ; 
then  cutting  off  the  nofe ;  and  laftly,  kilHng  them 
by  ripping  up  the  belly.  But  this  only  happens  on 
particular  occafions.  If  cheerfulnefs  argues  a  con-^ 
icious  innocence,  one  would  fuppofe  that  their  life 
is  feldom  fullied  with  crimes.  This,  however,  I 
rather  impute  to  their  feelings,  which,  though 
Jively,  feem  in  no  cafe  permanent ;  for  I  never  faw 
them  in  any  misfortune,  labour  under  the  appear- 
ance of  anxiety,  after  the  critical  moment  was  paft. 
Neither  does  care  ever  feem  to  wrinkle  their  brow. 
On  the  contrary,  even  the  approach  of  death  does 
Bot  appear  to  alter  their  ufual  vivacity.  I  have  feen 
them  when  brought  to  the  brink  of  the  grave  by 
difeafe,  and  when  preparing  to  go  to  battle ;  but, 
in  neither  cafe,  ever  obferved  their  countenances 
over  clouded  with  melancholy  or  ferious  refleclion. 
Such  a  difpofition  leads  them  to  direct  all  their  aims 
only  to  what  can  give  them  pleafure  and  eafe. 
Their  amufements  all  tend  to  excite  and  continue 
amorous  paffions,  and  their  fongs,  of  which  they 
are  immoderately  fond,  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe. 
But  as  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  fenfual  enjoyments 
muff  cloy,  we  found  they  frequently  varied  them 
to  more  refined  fubjecls,  and  had  much  pleafure  in 
chanting  their  triumphs  in  war,  and  their  occupa- 
tions in  peace ;  their  travels  to  other  iflands,  and 
adventures  there ;  and  the  peculiar  beauties,  and 
fuperior  advantages  of  theif  own  ifland  over  the 
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reft,  or  of  different  parts  of  it  over  other  lefs  fa-^ 
vourite  diftri^ls.     This  marks  their  great  delight  in 
mufic ;  and  though  they  rather  expreffed  a  diilike 
to  our  complicated  compofitions,  yet  were  they  al- 
ways delighted  with  the  more  melodious  founds 
produced  lingly  on  our  inftruments,  as  approaching 
nearer  to  the  limplicity  of  their  own.     Neither  are 
they  ftrangers  to  the  foothing  effecls  produced  by 
particular  forts   of  motion,  which,  in  fome  cafes, 
feem  to  allay  any  perturbation  of  mind,  with  as 
much  fuccefs  as  mufic.     Of  this  I  met  with  a  re- 
markable inftance :   for  walking,  one  day,  about 
Matavai  point,  where  our  tents  were  erected,  Ifavv 
a  man  paddling,  in  a  fmall  canoe,  fo  quickly,  and 
looking  about  him  with  fuch  eagernefs  on  each  fide, 
as  to  command  all  my  attention.     At  firft,  I  ima- 
gined that  he  had  fiolen  fomething  from  one  of  the 
ihips,  and  was  purfued  ;  but,  on  waiting  patiently, 
faw  him  repeat  his  amufement.     He  went  out  from 
the  fhore,  till  he  was  near  the  place  where  the  fwell 
begins  to  take  its  rife ;  and,  watching  its  firft  mo- 
tion very  attentively,  paddled  before  it,  with  great 
quicknefs,  till  he  found  that  it  overtook  him,  and 
acquired  fuiBcient  force  to  carry  his  canoe  before  it, 
without  pafUng  underneath.     He  then  fat  motion- 
lefs,  and  was  carried  along  at  the  fame  fwift  rate  as 
the  wave,  till  it  landed  him  on  the  beach.     Then  he 
ftarted  out,  emptied  his  canoe,  and  went  in  fearch 
of  an  other  fwell.     1  could  not  help  concluding,  that 
this  man  felt  the  moft  fupreme  pleafure,  while  he 
was  driven  on,  fo  faft  and  fo  fmoothly,  by  the  fea  ; 
efpecially  as,  though  the  tents  and  fhips  were  fo 
near,  he  did  not  feem  in  the  leaft  to  envy,  or  even 
to  take  any  notice  of  the  crowds  of  his  countrymen, 
collected  to  view  them  as  objects  that  were  rare  and 
curious.     During  my  ftay  two  or  three  of  the  na- 
tives came  up,  who  feemed  to  ihare  his  felicity,  and 
always  called  out,  when   there  was  an  appearance 
gi  a  favourable  fwell,  as  }ie  iometimes  miiTed  it, 
4  by 
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by  his  back  being  turned,  and  looking  about  for  it. 
By  them  I  underftood,  that  this  exercife,  which  is 
called  ehorooe,  was  frequent  among  them;  and 
they  have  probably  more  amufements  of  this  fort, 
which  afibrd  them,  at  leaft,  as  much  pld^fure  as 
Ikaiting. 

•-'  The  language  of  Otaheite,  though  doubtlefs 
radically  the  fame  with  that  of  New  Zealand,  and 
the  Friendly  llles,  is  deftitute  of  that  guttural  pro- 
nunciation, and  of  fome  confonants,  with  which 
thole  latter  dialects  abound.  The  fpecimens  we 
have  already  given,  are  fufficient  to  mark  wherein 
the  variation  chiefly  confifts,  and  to  fhew,  that,  like 
the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  it  has  become  foft 
and  foothing.  During  the  former  voyage,  I  had 
collected  a  copious  vocabulary,  which  enabled  me 
the  better  to  compare  this  dialect  with  that  of  the 
other  iflands  ;  and,  during  this  voyage,  I  took  every 
Opportunity  of  improvements  by  converiing  with 
Omiah  before  we  arrived,  and  by  my  daily  inter- 
courfe  with  the  natives,  while  we  now  remained 
there.'*  (In  our  hiitory  of  Captain  Cook's  former 
voyage,  we  have  given  to  the  public  very  copious 
fpecimens  of  the  language  of  C>taheite,  New  Zea- 
land, &c.  which  we  flatter  ourfelves  will  be  thought 
fufficient  for  their  information,  amuferaent,  and 
every  ufeful  purpofe.)  "  It  abounds  with  beautiful 
and  figurative  expreillons,  which  were  it  perfed:l.y 
known,  would,  1  make  no  doubt,  put  it  upon  a 
level  with  many  of  the  languages  that  are  moil  in 
eileem  for  their  warm  and  bold  images.  For  in- 
liance  ;  the  Otaheiteans  exprefs  their  notions  of 
d^ath  very  emphatically,  by  laying,  "  That  the  foul 
goes  itnto  darknefs  ^  or  rather  into  night."  And 
if  you  feem  to  entertain  any  doubt,  in  afking  the 
Gueftion,  "  If  fuch  a  perfon  is  their  mother?"  they 
immediately  reply,  with  furprize,  "  Yes,  the  mo- 
ther that  bore  me."  They  have  one  expreflion, 
that  correiponds  cxadly  with  the  phrafeology  of 

the 
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the  fcriptures,  where  we  read  of  the,  "yearning of 
the  bowels.**  They  ufe  it  on  all  occafions,  whea 
the  pailions  give  them  uneafinefs ;  as  they  con- 
iiaiitly  refer  pain  from  grief,  anxious  delire,  and 
other  afleclions,  to  the  bowels,  as  its  feat  •,  where 
they  fuppofe  all  the  operations  of  the  mind  are  per- 
formed. Their  language  is  fo  copious,  that  for  the 
bread-fruit  alone,  in  its  different  dates,  they  have 
above  twenty  names  ;  as  many  for  the  taro  root ; 
and  about  ten  for  the  cocoa-nut.  Add  to  this,  that 
befides  the  common  dialed,  they  often  expoftulatc, 
in  a  kind  of  ftanza,  or  recitative,  which  is  anfwered 
in  the  fame  manner. 

*'  Their  arts  are  few  and  fimple  ;  yet,  if  we  may 
credit  them,  they  perform  cures  in  furgery,  vvhi^k 
Gur  extenhve  knowledge  in  that  branch  has  not,  as 
yet,  enabled  us  to  imitate.  In  fimple  fractures, 
they  bind  thera  up  with  fplents  ;  but  if  part  of  the 
fubflance  of  the  bone  be  loft,  they  infert  a  piece  of 
wood  between  the  fractured  ends,  made  hollow  like 
the  deficient  part.  In  five  or  fix  days,  the  rapaoo, 
or  Airgeon,  infjpecls  the  wound,  and  finds  the  wood 
partly  covered  with  the  growing  flefli.  In  as  mainy; 
more  days,  it  is  generally  entirely  covered  ;  after 
which,  when  the  patient  has  acquired  fome  firength, 
lie  bathes  in  the  water,  and  recovers.  We  know- 
that  wounds  will  heal  over  leaden  bullets ;  and  fome- 
times,  though  rarely,  over  other  extraneous  bodies* 
But  what  makes  me  entertain  fome  doubt  of  the. 
truth  of  fo  extraordinary  fkill,  as  in  the  a^ave- 
mentioned  inftance,  is,  that  in  other  cafes  that  fell 
under  my  own  obfervation,  they  are  far  from  hein^ 
fa  dextrous.  I  have  feen  the  flump  of  an  arm, 
which  was  taken  off,  after  being  fliattered  by  a  fall 
from  a  tree,  that  bore  no  marks  of  fkilful  operation, 
though  fome  allowance  may  be  made  for  their  de- 
iedive  inftruments  :  and  I  met  with  a  man  going 
about  with  a  diSocated  fhoulder,  fome  months  after 
the  accident,  from  their  being  iguorant  of  the  me- 
thod 
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thod  to  reduce  it ;  tlioagh  this  be  confidered  as  one 
of  the  limplefl  operations  of  our  furgery.  They 
know  fractures  or  luxations  of  the  fpine  are  mor* 
tal,  but  not  fractures  of  the  Ikull ;  and  they  like- 
wife  know,  from  experience,  in  what  part  of  the 
body  wounds  prove  fatal.  They  have  fometimcs 
pointed  out  thofe  inflicted  by  fpears,  which,  if  made 
in  the  direftion  they  mentioned,  would  certainly 
have  been  pronounced  deadly  by  us ;  and  yet  thefe 
people  would  have  recovered.  Their  phyfical  know- 
ledge feems  more  confined,  and  that,  probably,  be- 
caufe  their  difcafes  are  fewer  than  their  accidents. 
The  priefts,  however,  adminifter  the  juices  of  the 
Jierbs  in  fome  cafes ;  and  women  who  are  trou- 
bled with  after-pains,  or  other  diforders,  the  con- 
fequences  of  child-bearing,  ufe  a  remedy  which  one 
would  think  needlefs  in  a  hot  country.  They  firft 
heat  Hones,  as  when  they  bake  their  food ;  then 
they  lay  a  thick  cloth  over  them,  upon  which  is  put 
a  quantity  of  a  fmall  plant  of  the  muftard  kind; 
and  thefe  are  covered  with  another  cloth.  Upon 
this  they  feat  themfelves,  and  fweat  plentifully  to 
obtain  a  cure.     They  have  no  emetic  medicine. 

"  Notvvithftanding  the  extreme  fertility  of  the 
ifland,  a  famine  frequently  happens,  in  which,  it  is 
faid,  many  perifli.  Whether  this  be  owing  to  the 
failure  of  fome  feafons,  to  over  population,  which 
muft  fometimes  almoft  neceflarily  happen,  or  to 
wars,  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine ;  though 
the  truth  of  the  fadt  may  fairly  be  inferred,  from 
the  great  oecoDomy  that  they  obferve  with  refpect 
to  their  food,  even  when  there  is  plenty.  In  times 
gf  fcarcity,  after  their  bread-fruit  and  yams  are  con- 
fumed,  they  have  recourfe  to  various  roots  which 
grow,  without  cultivation,  upon  the  mountains. 
The  patarra,  which  is  found  in  vaft  quantities,  is 
what  they  ufe  firft.  It  is  not  unlike  a  very  large 
potatoe  or  yam,  and  good  when  in  its-  growing 
Itatev  but,  when  old,  is  full  of  hard  ft riitgy  fibres. 

They. 
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They  then  eat  two  other  roots ;  one  not  unlike  the 
taro  ;  and  laftly,  the  ehoee.  This  is  of  two  forts  ; 
one  of  them  poifefTing  deleterious  qualities,  which 
obliges  therh  to  llice  and  macerate  it  in  water,  a 
night  before  they  bake  and  eat  it.  In  this  refpecl  it 
refembles  the  cafTava  root  of  the  Weft- Indies ;  but 
it  fornis  a  very  infipid,  moift  pafte,  in  the  manner 
they  drefs  it.  However,  I  have  feen  them  eat  it  at 
times  when  no  fuch  fcarcity  reigned.  Both  this 
and  the  patarra  are  creeping  plants  ;  the  laft,  with 
ternate  leaves.  Of  animal  food,  a  very  fm a  11  por- 
tion fails,  at  any  time,  to  the  (hare  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  ;  and  then  it  is  either  fifh,  fea-eggs, 
or  other  marine  productions ;  for  they  feldom  or 
ever  eat  pork.  The  eree  de  hoi,  (as  Mr.  Anderfon 
calls  the  king,  but  which  word  Captain  Cook  writes 
erec  rahie)  is,  alone,  able  to  furnifti  pork  every 
day  ;  and  inferior  chiefs,  according  to  their  riches, 
once  a  week,  fortnight,  or  month.  Sometimes 
they  are  not  even  allowed  that ;  for,  when  the  ifland 
is  impoverifhed  by  war,  or  other  caufes,  the  chief 
prohibits  his  fubjects  to  kill  any  hogs  ;  and  this 
prohibition,  we  are  told,  is  in  force,  fometimes, 
for  feveral  months,  or  even  for  a  year  or  two. 
During  that  conltraint,  the  hoj^s  multiply  fo  faft, 
that  there  are  inftances  of  their  changing  their  do- 
meftic  ilate,  and  turning  wild-  When  it  is  thought 
proper  to  take  off  the  prohibition,  all  the  chiefs 
affemble  at  the  king's  place  of  abode  ;  and  each 
brings  with  him  a  prefent  of  hogs.  The  king  then 
orders  fome  of  them  to  be  killed,  on  which  they 
feaft  ;  and,  after  that,  every  one  returns  home  with 
liberty  to  kill  what  he  pleafes  for  his  own  ufe.  Such 
a  prohibition  was  actually  in  force,  on  our  laft  arri- 
val here  ;  at  leaft,  in  all  thofe  dillricls  of  the  ifland 
that  are  immediately  under  the  direction  of  Otoo. 
And,  left  it  fhould  have  prevented  our  going  to 
Matavia,  after  leaving  Oheitepeha,  he  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  affure  us,  that^it  fnould  be  taken  off,  as  foon 
No.  58.  ,         ^  Y  as 
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as  the  ftiips  arrived  there.     With  refpecl  to  us,  we 
found  it  lo ;  but  we  made  fuch  a  confumption  of 
them,  that,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  it  would  be  laid 
on  again,  as  foon  as  we  failed.     A  limilar  prohibi- 
tion is  alfo,  fometimes,  extended  to  fowls.     It  is 
alfo  among  the  better  fort,  that  the  ava  is  chiefly 
ufed.     But   this    beverage  is  prepared    fomewhat 
differently  from  that  which  we  faw  fo  much  of  at 
the  Friendly  Iflands  :  for  they  pour  a  very  fmall 
quantity  of  water  upon  the  root  here  -,  and  fome- 
times roaft,  and  bake,  and  bruife  the  ftalks,  with- 
out chewing  it  previouliy  to  its  infufion.     They 
alfo  ufe  the  leaves   of  the  plant  here,  which  are 
bruifed,  and  water  poured  upon  them,  as  upon  the 
root.     Large  companies  do  not  affemble  to  drink  it, 
in  that  fociable  way  which  is  pradlifed  at  Tongata- 
boo.     But  its  pernicious  effects  are  more  obvious 
here  ;  perhaps,  owing  to  the  manner  of  preparing 
it ;  as  we  often  faw  inftances  of  its  intoxicating,  or 
rather  ftupifying  powers.     Some  of  us,  who  had 
been  at  thefe  iflands  before,  were  furprized  to  find 
many  people,  who  when  we  faw  them  laft,  were 
remarkable  for  their  fize  and  corpulency,  now  al- 
mofl;  reduced  to  fl^eletons,  and,  upon  enquiring  into 
the  caufe  of  this  alteration,  it  was  univerfally  al- 
lowed to  be  the  ufe  of  the  ava.     The  ffiins  of  thefe 
people  were  rough,  dry,  and  covereci  with  fcales, 
which,  they  fay,  every  now  and  then  fall  off,  and 
their  fkin  is,  as  it  were,  renewed.     As  an  excufe 
for  a  practice  fo  deff:ruci:ive,  they  alledge,  that  it 
is  adopted  to  prevent  their  growing  too  fat ;  but  it 
evidently  enervates  them  ;  and,  in  all  probability 
fhortens  their  days.     As  its  effecirs  had  not  been  fo 
vifible,  during  our  former  vilits,  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  this  article  of  luxury  had  never  been  fo  much 
abufed  as  at  this  time.     If  it  continues  to  be  faflii- 
onable,  it  bids  fair  to  deftroy  great  numbers. 

*'  The  times  of  eating,  at  Otaheite,  are  very  fre- 
quent.    Their  firft  meal,  (or  rather,  as  it  may  be 

called) 
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called)  their  laft,  as  they  go  to  lleep  after  it,  is  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  the  next  is  at 
eight.  At  eleven  they  dine  :  and  again,  as  Omiah 
exprefled  it,  at  two,  and  at  five  ;  and  fnp  at  eight. 
In  this  article  of  domeftic  life,  they  have  adopted 
fome  cuftoms  that  are  exceeding  whimfical.  The 
women,  for  inftance,  have  not  only  the  mortifica- 
tion of  being  obhged  to  eat  by  themfelves,  and  in 
a  different  part  of  the  houfe  from  the  men  ;  but, 
by  a  ftrange  kind  of  policy,  are  excluded  from  a 
fhare  of  moft  of  the  better  forts  of  food.  They 
are  not  permitted  to  tafte  turtle,  nor  fifh  of  the 
tunny  kind,  which  is  much  efteemed  •,  nor  fome 
particular  forts  of  the  beft  plantains  ;  and  it  is  very 
feldom  that  even  thofe  of  the  firll  rank  eat  pork. 
The  children  of  each  fex  alfo  eat  apart  ;  and  the 
women,  generally,  ferve  up  their  own  viduals  ; 
for  they  would  certainly  ftarve,  before  any  grown 
man  would  do  them  fuch  a  fervice.  In  this,  as  well 
as  in  fome  other  cuftoms  relative  to  their  eating, 
there  is  a  myfterious  conduct,  which  we  could 
never  thoroughly  comprehend.  When  we  en- 
quired into  the  rcafons  oF  it^  we  could  get  no  other 
anfwer,  but  that  it  is  right  and  neceffaiy  it  ihould 
be  fo.  In  other  cuftoms,  refpecling  the  females, 
there  feems  to  be  no  obfcurity  ;  efpecially  as  to 
their  connections  with  the  men.  If  a  man  and 
woman,  from  mutual  choice,  cohabit,  the  man 
gives  the  father  of  the  girl  fuch  things  as  are  necef- 
fary  in  common  life,  as  hogs,  cloth,  and  canoes,  in 
proportion  to  the  time  they  are  together  ;  and  if  he 
thinks  that  he  has  not  been  fufficiently  paid  for  his 
daughter,  he  makes  no  fcruple  of  forcing  her  to 
leave  her  friend,  and  to  cohabit  with  another  per- 
fon  who  may  be  more  liberal.  The  man,  on  his 
part,  is  always  at  Hberty  to  make  a  new  choice  •,  but 
Ihould  his  confort  become  pregnant,  he  may  kill 
the  child  ;  and  after  that,  either  continue  his  con- 
nedion  with  the  mother,  or  leave  her.     But  if  he 

9  Y  2  ihould 
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fhould  adopt  the  child,  and  fuffer  it  to  live,  the 
parties  are  then  confidered  as  in  the  married  ftate, 
and  they  commonly  live  together  ever  after.     How- 
evei',  it  is  thought  no  crime  in  the  man  to  join  a 
more  youthful  partner  to  his  firfl  wife,  and  to  live 
with  both.     Their  cuftom  of  changing  their  con- 
nections is,  however,  much  more  general  than  this 
laft  ;  and  it  is  a  thing  fo  common,  that  they  fpeak 
of  it  with  great  indifference.     The  erreoes  are  only 
thofe  of  the  better  fort,  who,  from  their  ficklenefs, 
and  poiTefllng  the  means  of  purchafing  frefh  con- 
nections, are  conftantly  roaming  about ;  and,  from 
having  no  particular  attachment,  feldom  adopt  the 
more  fettled  method  mentioned  above.     And  fo 
agreeable  is  this  licentious  manner  of  life  to  their 
difpofition,  that   the  moft   beautiful  of  both  fexes 
thus  commonly  fpend  their  youthful  days,  habitu- 
ated  to   the  practice  of  enormities,  which  would 
difgracc  the  moft  favage  tribes ';  but  are  peculiarly 
fliocking  among  a  people  whcfc  general  chara<5ler, 
in  other  refpects,  has  evident  traces  of  the  pi  eva- 
lence   of  humane  and  tender  feelinsrs.     When  the 
erreoe  woman  is  delivered  of  a  child,  a   piece  of 
cloth  dipped  in  water,  is  applied  to  the  mouth  and 
nofe,  which   fuifocatcs  it.     As  in  fuch  a  life,  their 
women  muft   contribute   a  very  large  Ihare  of  its 
happinefs,  it  is  rather  furprifing,  befides  the  humi- 
Kating  reftraints  they  are  laid  under  with  regard  to 
food,  to  find  them  often   treated  with  a  degree  of 
harfhnefs,    or  rather  brutality,  which  one  would 
fcarcely  fuppofe  a  man  would  beftow,  on  an  object 
for  whom   he  had   the  leaft  afTeclion.     Nothing, 
however,  is  more  common,    than  to  fee  the  men 
beat  them   without  mercy  ;  and  unlefs  this  treat- 
iment  is  the  effefl  of  jealoufy,  which  both  fcxes,  at 
jeaft,  pretend  to  be  fometimes  infetf^cd  with,  it  will 
be  diiijcult   to  account  for  it.     It  will  be  lefs  dif- 
ficult to  admit  this   as  the  motive,  as  I  have  feen 
ieveral    inftances   where  the  women  have  preferred 
perfonal  beauty   to  intereft  \  though  I  muft  own, 
'     ■    •  ■■■'-■■■      •      ..     '       '-   -that 
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that  even  in  thefe  cafes,  they  feem  fcarcely  fufcepti- 
ble  of  thole  delicate  lentimenrs,  that  are  the  relult 
of  mutual  affection  ;  and,  1  believe,  that  there  is 
lefs  platonic  love  in  Otaheite,  than  in  any  other 
country. 

"  Their  religious  fyftem  is  extcniive,  and,  in 
many  iuftances,  fingular;  but  few  of  the  common 
people  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  it ;  that  being 
confined  chiefly  to  their  priefts,  who  are  pretty  nu- 
merous. They  do  not  feem  to  pay  refpect  to  one 
god  as  poflelling  pre-eminence  ;  but  believe  in  a 
plurality  of  divinities,  who  are  all  very  powerful  ; 
and,  in  this  cafe,  as  different  parts  of  the  ifland, 
and  the  other  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  have 
different  ones,  the  inhabitants  of  each,  no  doubt, 
think  that  they  have  chofen  the  moff  eminent,  or,  at 
leail,  one  who  is  invefted  with  power  fiifficient  to 
proteft  them,  and  to  fupply  all  their  wants.  If  he 
iliould  not  anfwer  their  expectations,  they  think  it 
no  impiety  to  change  ^  as  has  very  lately  happened 
at  Tiaraboo,  where,  in  the  room  of  two  divinities 
formerly  honoured,  Olla,  god  of  Bolabola,  has  been 
adopted,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  becaufe  he  is  the  pro- 
tector of  a  people  who  have  been  victorious  in  war  ; 
and  as,  fince  they  have  made  this  change,  they  have 
been  very  fuccefsfLil  themfelves  againil  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Otaheite-nooe,  they  impute  it  entirely  to 
Olla,  who,  as  they  literally  fay,  fights  their  battles. 
Their  afiiduity  in  ferving  their  gods  is  remarkably 
confpicuous.  Not  only  the  whattas,  or  offering 
places  of  the  morais,  are  commonly  loaded  with 
fruits  and  animals  •,  but  there  are  few  houfes  where 
you  do  not  meet  with  a  fmall  place  of  the  fame  fort 
near  them.  Many  of  them  are  fo  rigidly  fcrupu- 
lous,  that  they  will  not  begin  a  meal,  without  firfl 
laying  afide  a  morfel  for  the  eatooa  ;  and  we  had  an 
opportunity  during  this  voyage,  of  feeing  their 
fuperilitious  zeal  carried  to  a  pernicious  height,  in 
phe  inltance  of  human  facriiices,  the  occafions  of 
2  offering 
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offering  which,  I  doubt,  are  too  frequent.  Per- 
haps, they  have  recourfe  to  them  when  misfortunes 
occur ;  for  they  alked,  if  one  of  our  men,  who 
happened  to  be  confined,  when  we  were  detained 
by  a  contrary  wind,  was  taboo  ?  Their  prayers  are 
alfo  very  frequent,  which  they  chant,  much  after 
the  manner  of  the  fongs  in  their  feflive  entertain- 
ments. And  the  women,  as  in  other  cafes,  are  alfo 
obhged  to  fhew  their  inferiority  in  rehgious  obfer- 
vances ;  for  it  is  required  of  them,  that  they  fhould 
partly  uncover  themfelves,  as  they  pafs  the  morais  ; 
or  take  a  confiderable  circuit  to  avoid  them.  Though 
they  have  no  notion,  that  their  god  muft  always  be 
conferring  benefits,  without  fometimes  forgetting 
them,  or  fuffering  evil  to  befal  them,  they  feem  to 
regard  this  lefs  than  the  attempts  of  fome  morein- 
aufpicious  being  to  hurt  them.  They  tell  us,  that 
etee  is  an  evil  fpirit,  who  fometimes  does  us  mif- 
chief,  and  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  their  good  being, 
they  make  ofTcrings.  But  the  mifchiefs  they  appre- 
hend from  any  luperior  invilible  agents,  are  con- 
fined to  things  merely  temporal.  They  believe  the 
foul  to  be  both  immaterial  and  immortal.  They 
fay,  that  it  keeps  fluttering  about  the  lips  during 
the  pangs  of  death  ;  and  that  then  it  afcends,  and 
mixes  with,  or,  as  they  exprefs  it,  is  eaten  by  the 
deity.  In  this  (late  it  remains  for  fome  time  ;  after 
which,  it  departs  to  a  certain  place  deftined  for  the 
reception  of  the  fouls  of  men,  where  it  exifts  in 
eternal  night ;  or,  as  they  fometimes  fay  in  twilight, 
or  dawn.  They  have  no  idea  of  any  permanent 
punifhment  after  death,  for  crimes  they  have  com- 
mitted on  earth  ;  for  the  fouls  of  good  and  bad 
men  are  eat  indifcriminately  by  the  deity  ;  but  they 
certainly  conlider  this  coalition  with  him  as  a  kind 
of  purification  neccflary  to  be  undergone,  before 
they  enter  into  a  flate  of  blifs  ;  for  accord  ng  to 
their  docTirine,  if  a  man  refrain  from  all  connedioa 
with  women  fome  months  before  death,  he  pafl'es 
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immediately  into  his  eternal  manfion,  without  fuch 
a  previous  union,  as  if  already,  by  this  abftinence, 
he  were  pure  enough  to  be  exempted  from  the  ge- 
neral lot.  They  are,  however,  far  from  entertain- 
ing fuch  fublime  conceptions  of  happinefs,  which 
our  religion,  and,  indeed,  reafon,  gives  us  room  to 
expert  hereafter.  The  only  great  privilege  they 
feem  to  think  they  fhall  acquire  by  death,  is  im- 
mortality, for  they  fpeak  of  fpirits  being,  in  fome 
meafure,  not  totally  divefted  of  thofe  paffions  which 
actuated  them  when  combined  with  material  vehi- 
cles. Thus  if  fouls,  who  were  formerly  enemies, 
fhould  meet,  they  have  many  conflicts  ;  though  it 
fliould  feem,  to  no  purpofe,  as  they  are  accounted 
invulnerable  in  this  invifible  flate.  There  is  a  limi- 
lar  reafoning  with  regard  to  a  man  and  his  wife 
when  they  meet.  If  the  hufband  dies  firft,  the  foul 
of  his  wife  is  known  to  him  on  its  arrival  in  the 
land  of  fpirits.  They  refume  their  former  acquaint- 
ance in  a  fpacious  houfe,  called  tourooa,  where 
the  fouls  of  the  deceafed  affemble  to  recreate 
themfelves  with  the  gods.  She  then  retires  with  him 
to  his  feparate  habitation,  where  they  remain  for 
ever,  and  have  an  offspring,  which,  however,  is 
entirely  fpiritual,  as  they  are  neither  married,  nor 
are  their  embraces  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  as  with 
corporeal  beings.  Some  of  their  notions  about  the 
deity,  are  extravagantly  abfurd.  They  believe, 
that  he  isfubject  to  the  power  of  thofe  very  fpirits 
to  whom  he  has  given  exiftence ;  and  that,  in  their 
turn,  they  frequently  eat  or  devour  him,  though 
he  poifefs  the  power  of  recreating  himfelf.  They, 
doubtlefs,  ufe  this  mode  of  expreffion,  as  they  feem 
incapable  of  converfmg  about  immaterial  things, 
without  conftantly  referring  to  material  objects  to 
convey  their  meaning.  And  in  this  manner  they 
continue  the  account,  by  faying,  that,  in  the  tou- 
rooa, the  deity  enquires,  if  they  intend,  or  not,  to 
deftroy  him  ?  And  that  he  is  not  able  to  alter  their 
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determination.  This  is  known  to  the  inhabitants  on 
earth,  as  well  as  to  the  fpirits  ;  for  when  the  moon 
is  in  its  wane,  it  isfaid,  that  they  are  then  devour- 
ing their  eatooa ;  and  that,  as  it  increafes,  he  is 
renewing  himfelf.  And  to  this  accident,  not  only 
the  inferior,  but  the  moft  eminent  gods  are  liable. 
_Thcy  alfo  believe,  that  there  are  other  places  for 
the  reception  of  fouls  after  death.  Thus,  thofe 
who  are  drowned  in  the  fea,  remain  there  ;  where 
they  think  that  there  is  a  fine  country,  houfes,and 
every  thing  that  can  make  them  happy.  But  what 
is  more  lingular,  they  maintain,  tnat  not  only  all 
other  animals  ;  but  trees,  fruit,  and  even  ftones, 
have  fouls,  which  at  death,  or  upon  being  confumed, 
or  broken,  afcend  to  the  divinity,  with  whom^  they 
firft  mix,  and  afterwards  pafs  into  the  manfion 
allotted  to  each.  They  imagine,  that  their  punc- 
tual performance  of  religious  offices  procures  them 
every  temporal  bleffing.  And  as  they  believe,  that 
the  animating  and  powerful  influence  of  the  deity 
is  every  where  diffufed,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
join  to  this  many  fuperftitious  opinions  about  its 
operations.  Accordingly,  they  believe  that  fudden 
deaths,  and. all  other  accidents,  are  efFeded  by  the 
immediate  action  of  fome  divinity.  If  a  man  only 
ftumble  againft  a  ftone,  and  hurt  his  toe,  they  im- 
pute it  to  an  eatooa ;  io  that  they  may  be  literally 
faid,  agreeable  to  their  fyftem,  to  tread  on  en- 
chanted ground.  They  are  ftartled,  in  the  night, 
on  approaching  a  toopapoo,  where  the  dead  are  ex- 
pofed,  in  the  fame  manner  that  many  of  our  igno- 
rant and  fuperftitious  people  are  with  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  ghofts,  and  at  the  fight  of  a  church- 
yard ;  and  they  have  an  equal  confidence  in  dreams, 
which  they  fuppofe  to  be  communications  either 
from  their  god,  or  from  the  fpirits  of  their  departed 
friends,  enabling  thofe  favoured  with  them  to  fore- 
tell future  events  ;  but  this  kind  of  knowledge  is 
■  confined  to  particular  people.     Omiah  pretended  to 
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have  this  gift.  He  told  us,  that  the  foul  of  hi& 
father  had  intimated  to  him  in  a  dream,  on  the  26th 
of  July,  1776,  that  he  iliould  go  on  Ihore,  at  fome 
place,  within  three  days  ;  but  he  was  unfortunate 
in  this  firft  attempt  to  perfuade  us  that  he  was  a 
prophet;  for  it  was  the  ift  of  Auguft  before  we 
got  into  TenerifFe.  Among  them,  however,  the 
dreamers  pofTefs  a  reputation  little  inferior  to  that 
of  their  infpired  priefts  and  prieftefTes,  whofe  pre- 
didions  they  implicitly  believe,  and  are  determined 
by  them  in  all  undertakings  of  confequence.  The 
prieftefs  who  perfuaded  Opoony  to  invade  Ulietea, 
is  much  refpeded  by  him ;  and  he  never  goes  to 
war  without  confulting  her.  They  alfo,  in  fome 
degree,  maintain  our  old  docftrine  of  planetary  in-, 
fluence  ;  at  leaft,  they  are  fometimes  regulated,  in 
their  public  counfels,  by  certain  appearances  of  the 
moon ;  particularly  when  lying  horizontally,  or 
much  incHned  on  the  convex  part,  on  its  firft  ap- 
pearance after  the  change,  they  are  encouraged  to 
engage  in  war,  with  confidence  of  fuccefs. 

'•  They  have  traditions  concerning  the  creation, 
which,  as  might  be  expeded,  are  complex,  and 
clouded  with  obfcurity.  They  fay,  that  a  goddefs 
having  a  lump  or  mafs  of  earth  fufpended  in  a  cord, 
gave  It  a  fwing,  and  fcattered  about  pieces  of  land, 
thus  creating  Otaheite  and  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
They  have  alfo  notions  of  a  univerfal  creation,  and 
of  lands,  of  which  they  have  now  no  other  know- 
ledge than  what  is  mentioned  in  their  traditions. 
Their  moft  remote  account  reaches  to  Tatooma  and 
Tapuppa,  male  and  female  ftones.or  rocks,  who 
fupport  the  mafs  of  land  and  water,  or  our  globe 
underneath.  Thefe  produced  Totorro,  who  was 
killed,  and  divided  into  land  ;  and,  after  him,  Otala 
and  Oroo  were  begotten,  who  afterward  were  mar- 
ried, and  produced  firft  land,  and  then  a  race  of 
gods.  Otaia  is  killed,  and  Oroo  marries  a  god,  her 
fon,   called  Teorraha,  whom  (he  prders   tg  create 
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more  land^  the  animals,  and  all  forts  of  food,  found 
upon  the  earth  ;  as  alfo  the  fky,  which  is  fupported 
by  men  called  Teeferei.  The  fpots  obferved  in  the 
moon,  are  fuppofed  to  be  groves  of  a  fort  of  trees 
wliich  once  grew  in  Otaheite,  and  being  deftroyed 
by  fome  accident,  their  feeds  were  carried  up  thi- 
ther by  doves,  where  they  now  flouriih. 

"  They  have  alfo  many  legends,  both  hiftorical 
and  religious,  one  of  which,  relative  to  the  practice 
cf  eating  human  flefh,  I  fliall  give  the  fubftance  of, 
as  a  fpecimen  of  their  method.  A  long  time  fince, 
there  lived  in  Otaheite  two  men,  called  Taheeai ; 
the  only  name  they  yet  have  for  cannibals.  None 
knew  from  whence  they  came,  or  in  what  manner 
they  arrived  at  the  ifland.  Their  habitation  was  in 
the  mountains,  from  whence  they  ufed  to  iffue,  and 
kill  many  of  the  natives,  whom  they  afterwards 
devoured,  and,  by  that  means,  prevented  thepro- 
grefs  of  population.  Two  brothers  being  deter- 
iliined  to  rid  their  country  of  fuch  a  formidable 
enemy,  ufed  a  ftratagem  for  their  deftruflion,  with 
fuccefs.  Thefe  lived  farther  upward  than  the  Ta- 
heeai, and  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  they  could  fpeak 
with  them,  without  greatly  hazarding  their  owa 
fafety.  They  invited  them  to  accept  of  an  enter- 
tainment, that  fhould  be  provided  for  them,  to 
-which  thefe  readily  confented.  The  brothers  then 
taking  fome  ftones,  heated  them,  and  thrufting 
them  into  pieces  of  mahee,  defired  one  of  the 
Taheeai  to  open  his  mouth.  On  which,  one  of 
thefe  pieces  was  dropped  in,  and  fome  water  poured 
down,  which  made  a  boiling  or  hifiing  noife,  in 
quenching  the  flone,  and  killed  him.  They  in- 
treated  the  other  to  do  the  fame  ;  but  he  dechned 
it,  reprefenting  the  confequences  of  his  companion's 
eating.  However  they  affured  him,  that  the  food 
was  excellent,  and  its  efFed:s  only  temporary  ;  for 
that  the  other  would  foon  recover.  His  credulity 
was  fuch,  that'  he  fwallowed  the  bait,  and  fhared 
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the  fate  of  the  firft.  The  natives  then  cut  them 
in  pieces,  which  they  buried  -,  and  conferred  the 
government  of  the  ifland  on  the  brothers,  as  a  re- 
ward for  delivering  them  from  fuchmonfters.  Their 
refidence  was  in  the  diftrict  called  Whapancenoo  ; 
and  to  this  day  there  remains  a  bread-fruit-tree, 
once  the  property  of  the  Taheeais.  They  had  alfo 
a  woman,  who  lived  with  them,  and  had  two  teeth 
of  a  prodigious  fize.  After  they  were  killed,  Ihe 
lived  at  the  ifland  Otaha,  and,  when  dead,  wa^ 
ranked  among  their  deities.  She  did  not  eat  human 
flefh,  as  the  men  ;  jDut,  from  the  fize  of  her  teeth, 
the  natives  ftill  call  any  animal  that  has  a  fierce  ap- 
pearance, or  is  reprefented  with  large  tuiks,  Taheeai. 
Every  one  muft  allow,  that  this  ftory  is  juft  as  na- 
tural as  that  of  Hercules  deftroying  the  Hydra,  or 
the  more  modern  one  of  Jack,  the  giant  killer :  nor 
do  I  find,  that  there  is  any  moral  couched  under  it, 
any  more  than  under  molt  old  fables  of  the  fame 
kind,  which  have  been  received  as  truths  only 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  fame  ignorance  that 
marked  the  chara6ler  of  the  ages  in  which  they  were 
invented.  It,  however,  has  not  been  improperly 
introduced,  as  ferving  to  exprefs  the  horror  and 
detefl:ation  entertained  here,  againft  thofe  who  feed 
on  human  flefh.  And,  yet,  from  fome  circum- 
fiances,  I  have  been  led  to  think,  that  the  natives 
of  thefe  ifles  were  formerly  cannibals.  Upon  afk* 
ing  Omiah,  he  denied  it  lloutly ;  yet  mentioned  a 
fad,  within  his  own  knowledge,  which  almoft  con- 
firms fuch  an  opinion.  When  the  people  of  Bola- 
bola,  one  time,  defeated  thofe  of  Huaheine,  a  great 
number  of  his  kinfmen  were  flain.  But  one  of  his 
relations  had,  afterward,  an  opportunity  of  re- 
venging himfelf,  when  the  Rolabola  men  were 
wortled  in  their  turn,  and  cutting  a  piece  out  of 
the  thigh  of  one  of  his  enemies,  be  broiled  and^  ea^. 
it.  I  have,  alfo,  frequently  con fidered  the  offering 
Cif  the  perfon's  eye,  who,  is  la.crifi.ed.,  and,  offered 
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to  the  chief,  as  a  veftige  of  a  cuftom  which  once 
really  exifted  to  a  greater  extent,  and  is  ftill  com- 
memorated by  this  emblematical  ceremony. 

"  The  being  invefied  with  the  maro,  and  the  pre- 
fiding  at  huinan  facrifices,  feem  to  be  peculiar  cha- 
racleriftics  of  the  fovereign.  To  thefe,  perhaps, 
may  be  added  the  blowing  a  conch-fhell,  which  pro- 
duces a  very  loud  found.  On  hearing  it,  all  his 
{"ubjects  are  obliged  to  bring  food  of  every  fort  to 
his  royal  refidence,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities. 
On  fome  occafions,  they  carry  their  veneration  for 
his  very  name,  to  an  extravagant  and  very  deftruc- 
tive  pitch.  For  if,  on  his  acceflion  to  the  maro, 
any  words  in  their  language  be  found  to  have  a  re- 
femblance  to  it  in  found,  they  are  changed  for 
others ;  and  if  any  man  be  bold  enough  not  to 
comply,  and  continue  to  ufe  thofe  words,  not  only 
he,  but  all  his  relations,  are  im.mediately  put  to 
death.  The  fame  feverity  is  exercifed  toward  thofe 
who  fhall  prefume  to  apply  this  facred  name  to  any 
animal.  And,  agreeably  to  this  cuftom  of  his^ 
countrymen,  Omiah  ufed  to  exprefs  his  indigna- 
tion, that  the  Englifli  fhould  give  the  names  of 
prince  or  princefs  to  their  favourite  dogs  or  horfes. 
But  while  death  is  thepunifhment  for  making  free 
with  the  name  of  their  fovereign,  if  abufe  be  only 
levelled  at  his  government,  the  offender  efcapes  with 
the  forfeiture  of  land  and  houfes.  The  Idng  never 
enters  the  houfe  of  any  of  his  fubjecls,  but  has  in 
every  diftrid,  where  hevifits,  houfes  belonging  to 
himfelf.  And  if,  at  any  time,  he  fhould  be  obliged, 
by  accident,  to  deviate  from  this  rule,  the  houfe 
thus  honoured  with  his  prefence,  and  every  part  of 
its  furniture,  is  burnt.  His  fubjefts  not  only  un- 
cover to  him,  when  prefent,  down  to  the  waift  ; 
but  if  he  be  at  any  particular  place,  a  pole,  having 
a  piece  of  cloth  tied  to  it,  is  fet  up  fomewhere  near, 
to  which  they  pay  the  fame  honours.  His  brothers 
are  alfo  intitled  to  the  firft  part  of  the  ceremony ; 
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but  the  women  only  uncover  to  the  females  of  the 
royal  family  :  in  ihort,  they  feem  even  fuperliitious 
in  their  refpeft  to  him,  and  efteem  his  perfon  little 
le(s  than  facred.  And  it  is,  perhaps,  to  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  that  he  owes  the  quiet  poflefTion  of  his 
dominions.  For  even  the  people  of  Tiaraboo  allow 
him  the  fame  honours  as  his  right ;  though  at  the 
fame  time,  they  look  upon  their  own  chief  as  more 
powerful ;  and  fay,  that  he  would  fucceed  to  the 
government  of  the  whole  ifland,  fliould  the  prefent 
reigning  family  become  extinct.  This  is  the  more 
likely,  as  Waheiadooa  not  only  poffefTes  Tiaraboo, 
but  many  diftricls  of  Opooreano.  His  territories, 
therefore,  are  almoll  equal,  in  extent,  to  thofe  of 
Otoo  ;  and  he  has,  befides,  the  advantage  of  a  more 
populous  and  fertile  part  of  the  ifland.  His  fub- 
jefts,  alfo,  have  given  proofs  of  their  fuperiority ; 
by  frequent  viclories  over  thofe  of  Otaheite-nooe, 
whom  they  affed  to  fpeak  of  as  contemptible  war- 
riors, eafily  to  be  worfted,  if,  at  any  time,  their 
chief  fhould  wiih  to  put  it  to  the  teft. 

"  The  ranks  of  people,  befides  the  eree  de  hoi, 
and  his  family,  are  the  erees,  or  powerful  chiefs ; 
the  manahoone,  or  vafTals  ;  and  the  teou  or  toutou, 
fervants,  or  rather  flaves.  The  men  of  each  of 
thefe,  according  to  the  regular  inftitution,  form 
their  connexions  with  women  of  their  refpedive 
ranks;  but  if  with  any  inferior  one,  which  frequently 
happens,  and  a  child  be  born,  it  is  preferved,  and 
has  the  rank  of  the  father,  unlefs  he  happens  to  be 
an  eree,  in  which  cafe  it  is  killed.  If  a  woman  of 
condition  fhould  chufe  an  inferior  perfon  to  ofiiciate 
as  an  hufband,  the  children  he  has  by  her  are  killed: 
and  fhould  a  toutou  be  caught  in  an  intrigue  with 
a  woman  of  the  blood-royal,  he  is  put  to  death. 
The  fon  of  the  eree  de  hoi  fucceeds  his  father  in 
title  and  honours,  as  foon  as  he  is  born  ;  but  if  he 
fhould  have  no  children,  the  brother  afl'umes  the 
government  at  his  death.     In  other  families,  pof- 

feilions 
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feflions  always  defcend  to  the  eldeft  fon  ;  but  he  i$ 
obliged,  to  maintain  his  brothers  and  fifters,  who 
are  allowed  houfes  on  his  eftates. 

"  The  boundaries  of  the  feveral  diftrifts,  into 
which  Otaheite  is  divided,  are  generally,  either  ri- 
vulets, or  low  hills,  which  in  many  places,  jut  out 
into  the  iea.  But  the  fubdivifions  into  particular 
property,  are  marked  by  large  ftones,  which  have 
remained  from  one  generation  to  another.  The 
removal  of  any  of  thefe  gives  rife  to  quarrels,  which 
are  decided  by  arms ;  each  party  bringing  his  friends 
into  the  iield.  But  if  anyone  complain  to  the  eree 
de  hoi,  he  terminates  the  difference  amicably.  This 
is  an  offence,  however,  not  common ;  and  long 
cuilom  feems  to  fecure  property  here  as  effectually 
as  the  moft  fevere  laws  do  in  other  countries.  In 
conformity  alfo  to  ancient  practice  eftabhfhed  among 
them,  crimes  of  a  lefs  general  nature  are  left  to  be 
punifhed  by  the  fufferer,  without  referring  them  to 
a  fuperior.  In  this  cafe,  they  feem  to  think,  that  the 
injured  perfon  will  judge  as  equitably  as  thofe  who 
are  totally  unconcerned ;  and  as  long  cuftom  has 
allotted  certain  punifhments  of  different  forts,  he 
is  allowed  to  infli(ft  them,  without  being  amenable 
to  any  other  perfon.  Thus,  if  any  one  be  caught 
dealing,  which  is  commonly  done  in  the  night,  the 
proprietor  of  the  goods  may  put  the  thief  inftantly 
to  death ;  and  if  any  one  fhould  enquire  of  him 
after  the  deceafed,  it  is  fuilicient  to  acquit  him, 
if  he  only  informs  them  of  the  provocation  he  had 
to  kill  him.  But  fo  fevere  a  punifliment  is  feldom 
inflicted,  unlefs  the  articles  that  are  ftolen  be 
reckoned  very  valuable,-  fuch  as  breaft  plates,  and 
plaited  hair.  If  only  cloth,  or  even  hogs  be  ftolen, 
and  the  thief  efcape,  upon  his  being  afterward  dif- 
covered,  if  he  promife  to  return  the  fame  number 
of  pieces  of  cloth,  or  of  hogs,  no  farther  punifli- 
ment is  inflicted.  Sometimes,  after  keeping  out  of 
the  way  for  a  few  days,  he  is  forgiven,  oa^  at  moft, ' 
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gets  a  flight  beating.  If  a  perfon  kill  another  in  a 
quarrel,  the  friends  of  the  deceaied  affemble,  and 
engage  the  furvivor  and  his  adherents.  If  they 
conquer,  they  take  poffeflion  of  the  houfe,  lands, 
and  goods,  of  the  other  party  -,  but  if  conquered, 
the  reverfe  takes  place.  If  a  manahoone  kilk  the 
toutou,  or  flave  of  a  chief,  the  latter  fends  people 
to  take  pofleilion  of  the  lands  and  houfes  of  the 
former,  who  flies  either  to  fome  other  part  r,f  the 
ifland,  or  to  Tome  of  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
After  fome  months  he  returns,  and  finding  his  flock 
of  hogs  much  increafed,  he  offers  a  large  prefent  of 
thefe,  with  red  feathers,  and  other  articles,  to  the 
toutou's  mafter,  who  generally  accepts  the  com- 
penfation,  and  permits  him  to  repoflefs  his  houfe  and 
lands.  This  practice  is  the  height  of  venality  and 
injuftice ;  and  the  flayer  of  the  flave  feems  to  be 
under  no  farther  neceflity  of  abfconding,  than  to 
impofe  upon  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  who  are  the 
fufferers.  For  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  chief  has 
the  leafi:  power  to  punifli  this  manahoone  ;  but  the 
whole  management  marks  a  coUufion  between  him 
and  his  fuperior,  to  gratify  the  revenge  of  the  for- 
mer, and  the  avarice  of  the  latter.  Indeed,  we 
need  not  wonder,  that  the  killing  of  a  man  fhould 
be  confidered  as  fo  venial  an  offence  among  a  people, 
who  do  not  confider  it  as  any  crime  to  murder  their 
own  children.  When  talking  to  them  about  fuch 
inftances  of  unnatural  cruelty,  and  alking,  whether 
the  chiefs  or  principal  were  not  angry,  and  did  not 
punifli  them  ?  I  was  told,  that  the  chief  neither 
could  nor  would  interfere  in  fuch  cafes ;  and  that 
every  one  had  a  right  to  do  with  his  own  child  v/hat 
lie  pleafed. 

'"^  Though  the  productions,  the  people,  the  cuf- 
toms  and  manners  of  all  the  iflands  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, may,  in  general,  be  reckoned  the  fame 
as  at  Otaheite,  there  are  a  few  differences  which 
Ihould  be  mentioned,  as  this  may  laid  to  an  enquiry 

about 
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about  more  material  ones  hereafter,  if  fuch  there 
be,  of  which  we  are  now  ignorant.  With  regard  to  the 
little  ifland  of  Mataia,  or  Ofnaburgh  Illand,  which 
lies  twenty  leagues  eaft  of  Otaheite,  and  belongs  to 
a  chief  of  that  place,  who  gets  from  thence  a  kind 
of  tribute :  there  a  different  dialect  from  that  of 
Otaheite  is  fpoken.  The  men  of  Mataia  alfo  wear 
their  hair  very  long  -,  and  when  they  fight,  cover 
their  arms  with  a  fubftance  which  is  befet  with 
iharks  teeth,  and  their  bodies  with  a  fort  of  fliagreen, 
being  Ikin  of  lifhes.  At  the  fame  time,  they  are 
ornamented  with  polifhed  pearl  Ihells,  which  make 
a  prodigious  glittering  in  the  fun  ;  and  they  have 
a  very  large  one  that  covers  them  before,  like  a 
iliield  or  breaft- plate.  But  Otaheite  is  remarkable 
for  producing  great  quantities  of  that  delicious  fruit 
we  called  apples,  which  are  found  in  none  of  the 
other  iflands,  except  Eimeo.  It  has  alfo  the  advan- 
tage of  producing  an  odoriferous  wood,  called 
Eahoi,  which  is  highly  valued  at  the  other  illes, 
where  there  is  none ;  nor  in  the  fouth-eaft  penin- 
lula,  or  Tiaraboo,  though  joining  it.  Huaheine 
and  Eimeo  again,  are  remarkable  for  producing 
greater  quantities  of  yams  than  the  other  iflands. 
And  at  Mourooa  there  is  a  particular  bird,  found 
upon  the  hills,  much  efteemed  for  its  white  feathers ; 
at  which  place  there  is  alfo  faid  to  be  fome  of  the 
apples,  though  it  be  the  moft  remote  of  the  Society 
Iflands  from  Otaheite  and  Eimeo,  where  they  are 
produced. 

"  Though  the  religion  of  all  the  iflands  be  the 
fame,  each  of  them  has  its  particular  or  tutelar  god, 
whofe  names,  according  to  the  befl:  information 
I  could  obtain,  are  enumerated  in  the  following 
lift. 
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i^o.  53. 


12  A 


their 


ll'iM  hm/i/ii,/,- /iim  r/i,-.llmMm  o/ ' r„n-«<m/i 


/?('„«,„  L/^ 


o/'  ■/•///:  \  ^ 

Son  ETY    ISLES 

^^      discovered  bv     - 


/.,mh,./UMhi/ hAbi'r/,hr,,»  lhAw,f.-.lj:ii.<.V'ir! /:il.ni,vl,i  H'li 


To   THE   Pacific   Ocean,  &c.     i6sf 


Gods  of  the 

Tanne 
Ooro 
Tanne 
Olla 

Otoo,  ee  weiahoo 
Tamouee 

Tare  a 

Oroo  hadoo 

Ooroo 

Opoonooa  and  7 

Whatooteree       ^        J 
Tooboojtoobooaiand  J 

Ry  maraiva  5 

Tammaree 


Isles. 
Huaheinc 
Uiietea 
Otaha 
Bolabola 
Mourooa 
Toobaee 

r  Tabooymanoo,  or 
^  Saunder's  llland, 
^fubjed  to  Huaheine^ 
Eimeo 

C  Otaheite  and 
1^  Otaheite  nooe 

Tiaraboo 

C  Mataia  or 

I  Ofnaburgh  Ifland 

The  low  iflands  eaflward. 


«  Befides  the  clufter  of  high  iflands  from  Mataia 
to  Mourooa  inchifive,  the  people  of  _  Otaheite  are 
acquainted  with  a  low  uninhabited  ifland,  which 
they  name  Mopeeha,  and  feems  to  be  Howe's  Ifland, 
laid  down  to  the  weftward  of  Mourooa  in  our  late 
charts  of  this  oceap.  To  this  the  inhabitants  of 
the  moft  leeward  iilands  fometimes  gc.  There  are 
alfo  feveral  low  iflands  to  the  north-ciftvvard  of 
Otaheite,  which  they  have  fometimes  v'Jited,  but 
not  conflantly ;  and  are  faid  to  be  only  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  days  fail  with  a  fair  wind.  They  are 
thus  named  Mataeeva,  Oanaa  or  Oannah,  Taboo- 
hoe,  Awehee,  Kaoora,  Orootooa,  and  Otavaoo, 
where  are  large  pearls. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  thefciilands  comefrequently 
to  Otaheite  and  the  other  neighbouring  high  iilands^ 
from  whofe  natives  they  differ  in  being  of  a  darker 
colour,  with  a  fiercer  afped,  and  differently  punc- 
tured. I  was  informed,  that  at  Mataeeva,  and 
others  of  them,  it  is  the  cuflora  for  the  men  to  give 
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their  daughters  to  ftrangers  who  arrive  among 
them  •,  but  the  pairs  mud  be  five  nights  lying  near 
each  ether,  vi^ithout  prefuming  to  proceed  farther. 
On  the  fixth  evening,  the  father  of  the  young  wo- 
man treats  his  guell  with  food,  and  informs  his 
daughter,  that  fhe  muft  that  night  receive  him  as 
her  hufband.  The  ilranger,  however,  muft  not 
offer  to  exprefs  the  leaft  diilike,  though  the  bed- 
fellow allotted  him  be  ever  fo  difagreeable  ;  for  this 
is  confidered  as  an  unpardonable  affront,  and  is 
punilhed  with  death.  Forty  men  of  Bolabola,  who, 
incited  by  curiofity,  had  roamed  as  far  as  Mataeeva 
in  a  canoe,  were  treated  in  this  manner ;  one  of 
them  having  incautiouily  mentioned  his  diflike  of 
the  woman  who  fell  to  his  lot,  in  the  hearing  of  a 
boy  who  informed  her  father.  In  confequence  of 
this,  the  Mataeevans  fell  upon  them  ;  but  thefe 
warlike  people  killed  three  times  their  own  num- 
ber, though  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  party,  except 
fivre.  Thofe  hid  themfelves  in  the  woods,  and  took 
an  opportunity,  when  the  others  were  burying  their 
dead,  to  enter  fome  houfes,  where,  having  pro- 
vided themlelves  with  victuals  and  water,  they  car- 
ried them  on  board  a  canoe,  in  which  they  made 
their  efcape ;  and,  after  pafling  Mataia,  at  which' 
they  would  not  touch,  at  laif  arrived  fafe  at  Eimeo. 
The  Bolabolans,  however,  were  fenfible  enough 
that  their  travellers  had  been  to  blame  ;  for  a  canoe 
from  Mataeeva  arriving  fome  time  after  at  Bolabola, 
fo  far  were  they  from  retaliating  upon  them  for  the 
death  of  their  countrymen,  that  they  acknowledged 
they  h:.id  deferved  their  fate,  and  treated  their  vifi- 
tors  with  much  hofpitality.  Thefe  low  ifles  are, 
doubtlefs,  the  farthefl  navigation,  which  thofe  of 
Otaheite,  and  the  Society  Iflands,  perform  at  pre- 
fent.  It  feems  to  be  a  groundlefs  fuppofition,  made 
by  Monf.  de  Bougainville,  by  whom  we  are  told, 
that  thefe  people  fometimes  navigate  at  the  diftance 
of  more  than  three  hundred  leagues.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  they  make  voyages  of  this  prodigious  extent ; 
for  it  is  reckoned  a  fort  of  prodigy,  that  a  canoe, 
once  driven  by  a  ftorm  from  Otaheite,  Ihould  have 
fallen  in  with  Mopeeha,  or  Jiowe's  ifland,  though 
fo  near,  and  direAly  to  leeward.  The  knowledge 
that  they  have  of  other  diftant  iilands  is,  no  doubt, 
traditional ;  and  has  been  communicated  to  them 
by  the  natives  of  thofe  iflands,  driven  accidentally 
upon  their  coafts,  who,  befides  giving  them  the 
names,  could  eafily  inform  them  of  the  diredion  in 
which  the  places  lie  from  whence  they  came,  and 
of  the  number  of  days  they  had  been  upon  the  fea. 
In  this  manner,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  natives 
of  Wateeo  have  increafed  their  catalogue  by  the 
addition  of  Otaheite,  and  its  neighbouring  ifles, 
from  the  people  we  met  with  there,  and  alfo  of  the 
other  iflands  thefe  had  heard  of.  We  may  thus  ac- 
count for  that  extenfive  knowledge  attributed,  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Endeavour,  to  Tupia,  in  fuch 
matters.  And,  with  all  due  deference  to  his  vera- 
city, I  prefume  that  it  was,  by  the  fame  means  of 
information,  that  he  was  able  to  direft  the  fliip  to 
Oheteroa,  without  having  ever  been  there  himfelf, 
as  he  pretended  ;  which,  on  many  accounts,  is  very 
improbable.''  Here  ends  Mr.  Anderfon's  ftriAures 
on  Otaheite,  and  its  neighbouring  iflands. 

One  year  and  live  months  had  now  elapfed,  fince 
our  departure  from  England  ;  during  which  period 
we  had  not  been,  upon  the  whole,  unprofitably  em- 
ployed. Captain  Cook  was  fenfible,  that,  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  principal  object  of  his  inftructions,  our 
voyage  might  be  confidered,  at  this  time,  as  only 
at  its  commencement  -,  and  therefore,  his  attention 
to  whatever  might  contribute  towards  our  fafety 
and  final  fuccefs,  was  now  to  be  exerted,  as  it  were, 
anew.  We  had,  with  this  view,  examined  into 
the  flate  of  our  provifions  at  the  iflands  we  had  lall 
viQted  ;  and  having  now,  on  leaving  them,  pro- 
ceeded beyond  the  extent  of  former  diicoveries,  an 
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accurate  furvey  was  ordered  to  be  taken  of  all  the 
l^ores  that  were  in  each  fhip,  that,  by  being  fully 
informed  of  the  quantity  and  condition  of  every 
article,  we  might  know  how  to  ufe  them  to  the 
greateft  advantage.  We  had  alfo,  before  we  had 
quitted  the  Society  Ifles,  taken  every  opportunity 
of  enquiring  of  the  natives,  whether  there  were 
any  iflands  fituate  in  the  northerly  or  north^wefterly 
diredion  from  them,  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
they  knew  of  any. 

We  fliould  now  proceed  with  the  progrefs  of  the 
voyage,  after  our  leaving  the  Society  Iflands ;  but 
fhall  defer  it  for  the  commencement  of  the  next 
chapter ;  in  order  to  lay  before  our  readers  an  hif- 
torical  and  geographical  account  of  the  north-wefl 
parts  of  North  America,  beginning  from  the 
ifihmus  of  Darien  :  alfo  an  account  of  the  moflrcr. 
markable  iflands  fituated  in  the  high  latitudes, 
which,  with  the  defcriptions  already  given,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work,  of  leveral  iflands  in  the  Indian 
feas,  will  form  a  complete,  full,  and  perfect  hiflory 
of  all  the  places,  old  and  new  difcoveries,  men- 
tioned and  touched  at,  by  all  our  rpofl  celebrated 
circumnavigators :  for  which  account,  we  acknow- 
l,edge  ourfelves  chiefly  indebted  to  that  ?nuch  ad- 
mired and  approved  ivork^  MlLLAR's  NEW  and 
UNIVERSAL  SYSTEMo/GEOGRAPHY,«c'z^/'z^^- 
I'ljlmig  in  eighty  weekiy  numbers,  price  only  Sixpence 
each,  einbelliJiJed  with  Copper-plates  ;  andinay  be  had 
of  the  Publijher^  Mr.  Hogg,  in  Paternojier-row,  or 
of  any  Bookfel'er,  Newfcarrier,  or  Stationer,  in  Great-* 
Britain,  Ireland,  <&c. 

Americus  Veipncio,  a  Florentine  by  birth,  being 
in  1497,  fent  to  improve  the  difcoveries  made  in 
J 49 1  by  Columbus,  gave  to  the  fourih  quarter  of 
the  world  the  name  of  America.  This  vaft  conti- 
nent, (at  leaft  what  has  hitherto  been  difcuvercd) 
reaches  from  latitude  78  deg.  N.  to  56  dcg.  S.  That 
is  1 34  degrees,  which,  taken  in  a  flrait  line,  amount 

to 
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to  upwards  of  8040  miles  in  length.     Its  breath  is 
very  irregular,  being  in  fome  places  3690  miles, 
and  in  others,  as  at  the  diftance  of  Darien  or  Pa- 
nama, not  above  60  or  70.    The  boundaries  afcribed 
to  it,  are  the  land  about  the  pole  on  the  north  ;  At- 
lantic Ocean,  which  feparates  it  from  Europe  and 
Alia  on  the  eaft  ;  another  vaft  ocean  on  the  fouth, 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  ufually  called  the  South 
Sea,  which  divides  it  from  Afia  on  the  weft.     How 
or  when  America  was  firft  peopled,  cannot  be  afcer- 
tained  ;  but  it  is  moft  likely  to  have  been  from  the 
north  of  Aha  3  for  the  natives  of  both  tbefe  parts 
flill  bear  agreatrefemblance  to  one  another  in  many 
refpedts.    North  America,  which  conftitutes  a  grand 
divifion   of  this  vaft  continent,  and  of  which  we 
propofe  now  to  treat,  is  feparated  from  the  fouthern 
part  by  the  ifthmus  of  Uarien,  and  extends  from 
that  ilthmus  to  within  a  few  degrees  of  the  north 
pole.    In  the  period  of  more  than  two  centuries  and 
a  half,  geographers  were  not  able  to  afcertain  the 
limits  of  the  northern  extremity;  this  was  a  talk 
to  be  performed  by  Captain  Cook  in  his  third  and 
laft  voyage. 

Old  Mexico,  or  New  Spain,  a  rich  and  extenfive 
country,  was  once  a  mighty  empire,  ruled  by  its 
own  monarchs,  till  the  Spaniards,  by  whom  it  was 
at  fiiil  difcovered,  in  1598,  afterwards  conquered 
it,  under  the  command  of  Fernando  Coi  tez.  Jt  lies 
between  feven  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and  thirty 
degrees  forty  minutes  north  latitude,  is  2000  miles 
long,  600  broad  where  wideft,  has  the  iilhmus  of 
Darien  on  the  fouth.  New  Mexico  on  the  north, 
the  gulph  of  Mexico  on  the  eaft,  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean  on  the  weft.  It  is  divided  into  the  audiences 
of  Guadalajara,  Mexico,  and  Guatimala,  an  1  is  go- 
verned by  a  viceroy.  Mexico,  confidering  its  fitu- 
ation  in  the  torrid  zone,  enjoys  a  temperate  air. 
No  country  under  heaven  abounds  more  with  grain, 
delicious  fruits,    roots,    and  vegetables.     On   the 
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weftern  coaft,  near  the  Pacific  Ocean,  are  feme 
high  mountains,  moft  of  which  are  faid  to  be  volca- 
noes. Several  rivers  rife  in  thefe  mountains,  and 
fall,  fome  into  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  fome  into 
the  South  Sea,  on  both  which  there  are  feveral  capes 
and  bays.  In  the  rocky,  barren  parts  of  the  coun- 
try are  the  gold  and  lilver  mines.  There  arc,  it  is 
faid,  feveral  of  the  former,  and  no  fewer  than  one 
thoufand  of  the  latter.  Gold  is  alfo  found  in  grains 
or  duft,  in  the  fands  of  rivers  or  torrents.  Who- 
ever difcovers  a  mine  of  gold  or  filver,  is  at  liberty 
to  work  it,  paying  the  king  a  tenth  of  the  produce, 
and  limiting  himlelf  within  fifty  yards  round  the 
place  upon  which  he  has  fixed.  Ail  the  filver  and 
gold  dug  or  found  in  grains,  is  entered  in  the  royal 
exchequer ;  and  it  is  reported,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  great  quantities  are  run  and  concealed,  no  lefs 
than  two  millions  of  filver  marks,  weighing  eight 
ounces  each,  are  entered  yearly,  out  of  which  they 
coin  feven  hundred  thoufand  marks  into  pieces  of 
eight,  quarter  pieces,  rials,  and  half-pieces,  the 
latter  being  about  three-pence  (lerling  value.  The 
trade  of  Spanifh  America  has  been  carried  on  for 
fome  years  paftby  velTels,  called  regifter  iliips  ;  and 
the  chief  commodities  of  this  country  are  gold,  fil- 
ver, exquifite  marble,  porphyry,  jafper,  precious 
ifones, pearls,  amber,  ginger,  tobacco,  hides,  taliow, 
fait,  dying  woods,  drugs,  balfams,  honey,  feathers, 
chocolate,  cochineal,  filk,  fugar,  cotton,  wool,  &c. 
The  inhabitants  are,  atprefent,  a  mixed  people,  con- 
fifting  of  Indians,  Spaniards,  and  other  Europeans  ; 
the  Creoles,  meftichoes,  or  ifTue  of  the  Spaniards  by 
Americans,  the  meftiches,  or  the  iflue  of  fuch  ifllie ; 
the  terceroons  dez  Indies,  or  the  children  of  the 
laft,  married  to  Spaniards  ;  and  the  quarteroons 
dez  Indies,  whofe  defcendants  are  allowed  the  fame 
privileges  as  true  Spaniards.  The  negroes  are  like- 
wife  pretty  numerous,  being  imported  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa  for  various  purpofes,  and  many  of 
2  them 
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them  admitted  to  their  freedom.  The  iflue  of  an. 
European  and  a  negro  conftitutes  another  diftinc- 
tion,  called  mulatto ;  befides  all  which  there  is  a 
mixed  breed  of  negroes  and  Indians,  which  is  gene- 
rally deemed  the  loweft  rank. 

The  principal  places  are  (i)  Mexico,  which  ftands 
in  the  middle  of  a  great  lake  of  its  own  name,  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  weft  of  the  gulph  of 
Mexico.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  computed 
at  three  hundred  thoufand  ;  moil  of  them  live  be- 
yond their  fortunes,  and  terminate  a  life  of  profu- 
fion  in  the  moft  wretched  indigence.  A  prodigious 
quantity  of  jewels,  gold  and  filver  plate,  and  toys, 
together  with  the  moft  valuable  commodities  of 
Europe  and  Afia,  are  expofed  to  fale  in  the  ftreets. 

California,  a  peninfula,  is  the  moft  northern  of 
all  the  Spanilh  dominions  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica. It  extends  from  the  north  coafts  into  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  800  miles  from  Cape  Sebaftian,  in  43 
deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  towards  the  fouth-eaft 
as  far  as  Cape  St.  Lucar,  in  22deg.  32  min.  north 
latitude.  The  eaftern  coaft  lies  nearly  parallel  with 
that  of  Mexico  oppolite  to  it,  and  the  fea  between 
is  called  the  lake  or  gulph  of  California.  Its  breadth 
is  very,  unequal ;  towards  the  north  it  is  near  200 
miles,  but  at  the  fouth  extremity  it  tapers  aw^ay, 
and  is  fcarcely  50  miles  over.  The  more  fouthern 
part  was  known  to  the  Spaniards  foon  after  the  dif- 
00 very  of  Mexico  ;  for  Cortez  dilcovered  it  in  1535, 
but  they  did  not  till  lately  penetrate  far  into  it,  con- 
tenting themfelvss  with  the  pearl  fiftiery  there. 
Several  kinds  of  fruit  are  produced  here  ;  there  are 
two  fpecies  of  deer  peculiar  to  this  country  ;  alfo 
a  particular  breed  of  fheep,  buffaloes,  beavers,  or 
animals  much  refembling  them,  a  peculiar  fpecies  of 
wild  hogs,  lions,  wild  cats,  and  many  other  wild 
beafts.  The  horfes,  mules,  oxen,  and  other  qua- 
drupeds, that  liave  been  imported  hither  from  Spain 
and  Mexico,  multiply  exceedinelv.     Of  the  two 
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fpecies  of  deer  peculiar  to  California,  that  called 
t&ye  by  the  natives  is  greatly  efteemed,  and  its  flefh 
as  well  tafted  as  venifon.  The  coafl  is  plentifully 
ftocked  with  birds,  and  there  is  a  great  variety  of 
fiih  in  the  gulph  of  California,  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  the  rivers.  Though  infects  fwarm  here,  as  in 
moft  hot  countries,  yet  on  account  of  the  drynefs 
of  the  foil  and  climate,  they  are  neither  noxious  nor 
troublefome.  There  is  one  of  thericheft  pearl  fifh- 
eries  in  the  world,  on  the  coaft,  and  there  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  mines  in  the  country.  Here  are  two 
conliderable  rivers,  namely,  Rio  Collorado,  and 
Rio  du  Carmel,  with  feveral  fmaller  ftreams,  and 
fine  ports,  creeks,  and  roads  both  on  the  eaft  and 
weft  fide,  which  is  the  reafon  of  its  having  been  fo 
much  frequented  by  Englifh  privateers.  There  arcy 
in  the  heart  of  the  country,  plains  of  fait  quite  firm, 
and  clear  as  cryftal.  A  great  variety  of  favage 
tribes  inhabit  California.  Thofe  who  live  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  peninfula  are  great  enemies  to  the 
Spaniards  ;  but  in  other  parts,  they  feem  to  be  very 
hofpitable  to  all  ftrangers.  The  inland  country, 
efpecially  towards  the  north,  is  populous.  The  In- 
dians refemble  thofe  defcribed  in  other  parts  of 
America. 

Siberia,  a  part  of  Ruflian  Tartary,  is  bounded  by 
the  Frozen  Ocean  on  the  north  ;  by  China,  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  eaft ;  by  Tibet,  Ufbeck  Tar- 
tary, the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  Aftracan  Tartary,  on  the 
fputh ;  and  by  European  Rufiia,  on  the  weft  ;  and 
is  fituate  between  fixty  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
degrees  of  eaftern  longitude,  and  between  forty 
and  feventy-two  degrees  of  north  latitude,  being 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  in  breadth. 

The  Tobel  and  Irtis  are  the  chief  cities  of  Siberia, 
which  running  from  north  to  fouth,  join  the  Oby, 
the  united  ftream  falling  into  the  Frozen  Ocean, 
and   dividing   Afia  from  Europe:  the  Lena  and 
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JeniiTa,  which  run  from  north  to  fouth,  fall  alfo 
into  the  Frozen  Ocean :  the  Yamour  and  Argun, 
which  divide  the  Ruffian  from  the  Chinefe  domi- 
nions, whefe  united  ftreams  fall  into  the  bay  of 
Corea.  There  are  alfo  a  great  many  large  lakes  in 
this  vafttracl  of  land,  of  which  the  largeft  are  thofe 
of  Baikal  and  Kifan. 

The  only  part  of  Siberia,  fit  for  human  beings  to 
live  in,  is  the  fouthern,  where  the  foil  appears  to  be 
capable  of  cultivation,  and  that  it  might  be  ren- 
dered fertile ;  but,  for  want  of  inhabitants,  very 
httle  corn  is  produced.  But  the  northern  part  ex- 
hibits nothing  but  impenetrable  woods,  fnow-topt 
mountains,  fens,  lakes,  marfhes,  &c.  and,  being 
expofed  to  the  bleak  winds,  is  quite  barren  and  de- 
folate.  Not  a  bird  appears  to  give  notice  of  any 
change  of  feafon ;  even  rooks  and  magpies  quit  thefe 
defarts,  where  nature  becomes  quite  torpid.  The 
natives  are  obhged  to  make  paflages  through  heaps 
of  fnow,  and  the  delights  of  fummer  are  not  expe- 
rienced here  but  about  three  months,  during  which 
fhort  fpace  of  time  the  inhabitants  fow  rye,  oats, 
peafe,  and  barley  ;  but  thefe  feldom  repay  the  huf- 
bmdman's  toil.  The  natives  are  generally  fhut  up  in 
their  cottages  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  fcarcely 
ever  venturing  out :  fir-trees  of  confiderable  height 
bend  under  the  weight  of  fnow ;  a  melancholy 
gloom  fpreads  all  around,  and  the  lUllnefs  is  inter- 
rupted only  by  the  cries  of  fome  wretched  travellers 
in  fledges.  To  thefe  dreary  regions  the  czars  of 
Mufcovy  banilh  their  courtiers  and  other  great  per*- 
fon'B,  who  incur  their  difpleafure.  Some  are  banillied 
for  a  limited  term  of  years,  and  others  for  life,  with 
the  allowance  only  of  one  penny  per  day,  and  fome- 
times  without  any  allowance  at  all  •,  fo  that,  as  they 
are  fent  deftitute  from  court,  thefe  mlferable  exiles 
pafs  a  mod  dreadful  life.  They  flioot  for  their  hvelir 
hood,  and  are  obliged  to  fend  an  annual  tribute  of 
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firs  to  the  czars,  or  they  are  moft  feverely  punillied 
"by  the  tafk-mafters. 

Kamtrchatka.  This  peninfula  is  bounded  on  the 
eaft  by  the  ocean,  which  feparates  it  from  America  ; 
its  weflern  boundary  is  Penfchinfka.  The  fouthern 
part  is  in  51  deg.  north  latitude,  and  in  143  6eg. 
eaft  longitude  from  London.  This  peninfula  is  di- 
vided into  two  parts  by  a  chain  of  hills  running 
from  north  to  fouth.  Its  chief  rivers  are  the  Awat- 
fcha,  Kamtfchatka,  the  Teghil,  and  what  is  called 
the  Great  Kiver.  There  are  many  extenlive  lakes 
in  it. 

Their  fpring  and  fummer  do  not  continue  more 
than  four  months ;  but  the  latter  is  far  from  being 
agreeable  ;  for  as  the  adjacent  hills  are  covered  with 
fnow,  the  air,  even  in  the  middle  of  fummer,  is 
fometimes  pretty  cold,  attended  with  frequent  rains  5 
the  winter  however  is  not  very  inclement. 

In  many  places  mines  of  iron  and  copper  have 
been  difcovered  :  the  iron  ore  hath  been  found  to 
be  compact-,  of  a  yellow  colour,  inclining  to  red  ; 
and,  in  fome  parts,  black  metallic  particles  have 
been  obferved,  more  compact  than  the  reft  of  the 
ore.  This  ore,  when  crude,  could  not  be  attracted 
by  the  load-ftone,  but,  when  calcined,  became  fo 
in  a  fmali  degree.  A  folid  iron  ore  has  alfo  been 
difcovered  here,  fimilar  to  that  found  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  Echaterinenburg :  its  furface  was  found  to 
be  covered  with  a  yellow  oker,  of  a  reddifh  brown 
in  the  breakings  of  its  folid  parts.  The  ore,  when 
crude,  was  not  adcd  upon  by  the  load-ftone,  though, 
after  calcination,  flightly  attracted  by  it.  The  cop- 
per mines  are  like  fome  of  thofe  produced  on  the 
Ryphean  mountains,  having  the  malachites,  in  the 
form  of  ftalaclites  and  ftataguites,  in  their  cavities, 
very  beautiful,  and  capable  of  being  poliftied. 

There  is  great  choice  of  timber  for  a  variety  of 
ufes  in  Kamtfchatka,  as  well  as  abundance  of  fhrubs 
of  divers  kinds :  they  have   alfo  fcveral  excellent 
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medicinal  plants.     Barley,  oats,  peas,  turnips,  &c. 

grow  likewife  here.     The  grafs  fprings  up  fo  fall, 

that  they  have  three  harvefts ;  and  the  blades  are 

frequently  five  feet  in  height. 

This  country  abounds  with  tame  and  wild  fowls. 

The  wild  animals  are,  black  and  white  bears,  wolves, 

lynxes,  boars,  elks,  and  a  kind  of  ftag  very  much 

hke  the  fallow-deer.     The  bear  never  attacks  a  man, 

unlefs  they  find  him  afleep,  when  they  tear  the  fcalp 

off"  the  back  part  of  the  head,  and  fometimesintirely 

deftroy  him.     Foxes  are  alfo  very  numerous,  fome 

are  white,  fome  redifh-yellow ;  fome  grey,  with  a 

black  ftreak  on   the  back,  and  are  much  valued  ; 

the  white  ones,  however,  are  alfo  valued,  as  being 

fcarcer.     There  are  alfo  black- chefnuts  and  blue 

breafted  foxes ;  and  they  are  in  general  too  crafty 

for  their  purfuers,  their  fagacity  exceeding  that  of 

the  other  fpecies.  The  opulence  of  the  country  con- 

fifts  in  its  fables  and  ermines  -,  the  fables  which  are 

fold  at  a  high  price,  excel  thofe  found  in  any  other 

part  of  the  globe :    the  natives  cat  the  flelh,  and 

efieem  it  a  very  fine  food. 

Here  is  alfo  found  the  Sfulo,  or  Mutton  ;  likewife 

•         •      1  1 

other  kinds  of  beaver,  as  the  atis,  rem-deer,    ana 

fayga.     The  natives  collect  themfelves  in  companies 

to  hunt  thefe  animals  ;  they  go  at  the  clofe  of  the 

winter  from  the  month  of  March  to  the  end  of 

April,  taking  provifions  with  them.     The  glutton, 

which  hath  a  very  fine  fur,  is  a  terrible  enemy  to 

the  deer :  it  will  dart  itfelf  from  a  tree  upon  a  deer*s 

back,   and,  fixing  between  the  creature's   horns, 

tears  out  his  eyes  :  the  afflicted  animal,  u'ith  excels 

of  agony,  falls  to  the  ground,  when  the  glutton 

flrips  his  flefh  from  his  bones. 

Dogs   are  very  numerous  in  this  country :  thefe 

refemble  the  European,  and  live  much  upon  mice 

and  filh,  they  fcratch  up  the  ground  for  the  former, 

and  feize  the  others  from  their  ftreams.    Thefe  dogs 

are  extremely  ferviceable  to  the  natives,  in  drawing 

1  o  B  2  their 


1 668  Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

their  fledges  over  the  fnow  :  in  the  moft  dreadful 
"weather,  they  fcarce  ever  lofe  their  way. 

Several  forts  of  amphibious  animals  are  alfo  in 
Kamtfchatka.  One  is  the  fea-cow,  about  thirty  feet 
in  length,  and  weighing  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
pounds,  the  Ikin  of  which  is  fo  hard,  that  fcarce  an 
hatchet  or  axe  will  penetrate  it.  The  flefh  of  a 
young  fea-cow,  xvhen  properly  boiled,  has  a  good 
tafle ;  the  lean  part  is  iomewhat  like  veal,  and  the 
fat  part  like  pork.  The  method  of  catching  this 
animal  is,  by  an  iron  hook  flruck  into  it  by  fome 
men  in  a  fmall  vefTel,  then  by  a  rope  held  by  people 
on  fhore,  the  fea-cow  is  drawn  gradually  to  the 
land,  while  thofe  in  the  veflel  cut  the  creature  with 
jnftruments  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body,  till  it  ex- 
pires. It  is  not  very  difficult  to  take  the  fea-cow 
from  its  elem.ents,  for  it  feldom  raifes  its  head  above 
the  furface  of  the  water,  though  its  fides  and  back 
are  often  feen. 

Sea-hcrfes  and  fea-cats  are  alfo  met  with  here : 
the  latter  have  long  hairs  {landing  out  on  each  fide 
of  their  mouths  hke  thofe  of  a  cat,  and  they  weigh 
from  five  to  eight  thoufand  pounds  :  their  eyes  are 
as  large  as  a  bull's,  and  they  will  fly  at  people  in 
boats  ;  even  if  they  are  blinded  by  ftones  thrown  at 
them,  they  will  not  retire,  but  gnaw  the  very  flones 
that  are  thrown  ;  however,  when  once  deprived  of 
iight,  there  is  no  great  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  them.  The  male  and  femaledilTer  both  in  form 
and  difpofition  ;  fo  much  in  form,  that  they  might 
be  taken  for  different  animals ;  and  as  to  difpofi- 
tion, the  female  is  mild,  inoffenfive,  and  timid:  as 
a  proof  of  this,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  feize 
a  young  fea-cat,  and  the  male,  by  vigoroufly  de- 
fending it,  affords  the  female  an  opportunity  of 
taking  it  off  in  its  mouth  ;  if,  in  this  cafe,  the  fe- 
piale  flioukl  happen  to  drop  it,  the  male  abandons 
its  adverfary,  and,  flying  direclly  at  the  female, 
fcizes  hef  with  all  imaginable  fury  ;  when  the  latter, 

by 
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by  licking  his  paws,  and  ihewing  every  kind  of  fub- 
miilion,  endeavours  to  mitigate  his  rate.  The  feas 
alfo  abound  with  leals,  which  are  caught  by  differ- 
ent methods:  fometimes  they  are  taken  in  the  wa- 
ter, and  at  other  times  they  are  killed  while  fleep- 
ing  on  the  rocks.  Here  are  whales  from  feven  to 
fifteen  fathoms  long. 

Amongft  a  variety  of  fiih,  here  is  thefterlet,  which 
is  fo  much  like  the  llurgeon,  that  there  is  fcarce  any 
difference,  except  that  it  is  fmaller  and  more  deli- 
cate ;  it  is  fo  fat  that  it  may  be  fried  without  oil. 

Some  of  the  birds  of  Kamtfchatka  are,  eagles, 
hawks,  pelicans,  fwans,  geek,  wigeons,  ducks,  cuc- 
koos, magpies,  fnipes,  partridges,  &c.  A  bird  called 
the  red-neck  diver  is  very  curious  ;  it  has  a  beau- 
tiful fpot  on  the  lower  part  of  its  neck  -,  beneath 
this  fpot,  there  are  feathers  of  a  brown  colour  in 
the  middle,  edged  all  round  with  white ;  the  bread, 
belly,  and  legs,  are  of  a  very  beautiful  white. 

Sea- fowl  are  very  numerous  on  the  coaft  of  the 
eaflern  ocean,  as  peacocks,  fea-pies,  green  fhanks, 
pufKns,  &c.  Here  too  are  the  cormorant,  fea-raven, 
and  uriie. 

Clouds  of  dragon-flics,  locufts  and  gnats,  are 
fometimes  feen  in  this  country.  The  latter  are  fo 
troublefome,  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  vail 
their  faces,  to  avoid  them.  The  dragon-flies,  form- 
ing columns,  fly  with  incredible  Iwiftnefs. 

The  natives  of  Kamtfchatka  inhabit  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  peninfula ;  the  northern  part  is  inha- 
bited by  the  Koreki,  and  the  fouthern  by  the  Ku- 
riles;  but  the  Rufllans  call  the  whole  country 
Kamtfchatka,  though  it  has  feveral  names  given  it 
from  particular  circumfliances.  The  Kamtfchadales 
are  fliort  in  flature,  and  refemble  moil:  of  the  other 
inhabitants  of  Siberia,  except  that  their  faces  are 
fomewhat  fliorter,  their  mouths  larger,  and  their 
cheeks  fuller  ;  they  have  dark  hair,  hollow  eyes, 
fliarp  nofes,  and  tawny  complexions  j  the  latter  is 
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faid  to  be  principally  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
fun  refleded  from   the  fnow  in  the  fpring-feafon, 
when  the  fnow  lies  thick  on  the  ground.     Some  of 
the  natives,  who  are  obliged  to  be  in  the  woods, 
cover  their  faces  with  a  kind  of  netting,  to  prevent 
the  effects  of  the  fun-beams  darting  on  the  fnow ; 
for  the  eye-fight  fufi^ers  by  this  refraftion,  as  well 
as  the  complexion.    Thefe  people  drefs  in  deer-Ikins, 
with  the  fur  outwards ;  they  ufe  alfo,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  fkins  of  dogs  and  other  animals.     They 
often  wear  two  coats,  the  fleeves  of  the  outer  coat 
reaching  down  to  the  knees  ;  they  have  a  hood  to 
it,  which  in  bad  weather  ferves  to  cover  the  head  ; 
and  they  adorn  the  back  part  with  fhreads  of  fkins, 
and  fometimes  of  filks  of  different  colours.     The 
women  wear  the  fame  fort  of  garments  as  the  men, 
though  their  coat,  or  rather  waiftcoat,  fits  clofer  to 
their  bodies,  and  is  decorated  with  flips  of  red,  blue, 
and  yellow  cloth,  and  fometimes  ribband,  or  wool- 
len lift.     To  this  waiftcoat  is  joined  a  fort  of  petti- 
coat coming  about  half  way  down  the  leg.     The 
men  wear  a  leather  belt  round  them,  and  their  legs 
are  covered    with   different  coloured  fl^ins ;  they 
wear  feal-fldn  caps  or  hats,  and  fometimes  a  cap  or 
hat  of  birch  bark;  fome  have  caps  of  brafs  plaited. 
The  women  let  their  hair  grow  much  longer  than 
the  men  ;  they  plait  it,  and  hang  brafs  trinkets  to 
it :  they  have  fur  caps,  that  are  black  without,  and 
white  within.     The  men  plait  their  hair,  as  well  as 
the  women.     They  never  wafh  themfelves,  but  live 
in   a  moft  beaftly  manner :  they  neither  cut  their 
nails,  nor  comb  their  hair.     They  eat  raw  flefh, 
carrion,  ftale-fifh,  or  any  thing  they  can  get,  how 
filthy  foever  it  be.    They  live  in  huts  under-ground, 
covered  with   grafs  or  earth,  and  fometimes  with 
the  fls:ins  of  the  animals  they  have  killed  in  the  field, 
undrelTed,  and   yielding  a  noifome  ftench.     They 
place  benches  in  their  hovels,  with  a  fiie-placein 
one  corner,  znd  on  thefe  benches  they  repofe  them- 
felves. 
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felves.  Some  of  the  huts  are  covered  and  lined 
with  mats.  Thefe  are  their  winter  dwellings  •,  nor 
are  their  fummer  retreats  much  more  elegant,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  built  on  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
and  with  rather  more  regularity.  Thefe,  it  is  true, 
are  built  high  on  pillows,  with  beams  thrown  acrofs 
them,  on  which  a  floor  is  fixed,  with  a  roof  rifing 
from  each  fide  to  a  centrical  point ;  and,  indeed  it 
is  neceffary  that  their  fummer  habitations  fliould  be 
thus  high,  elfe  the  inhabitants  would  be  in  conti- 
nual danger  from  the  wild  beafts.  They  eat  out  of 
bowls,  or  troughs,  with  their  dogs,  and  never 
wa{h  them  afterwards. 

We  fliall  now  take  notice  of  their  marriages. 
When  a  man  hath  met  with  a  young  woman  that 
he  likes,  he  engages  into  the  fervice  of  her  parents, 
and,  after  the  expiration  of  a  limited  time   of  fer- 
vituide,  obtains  either  permiflion  to  marry  her,  or 
is  difmilTcd  with  a  requital  for  his  fervice.     If  he 
has  leave  to  marry,  the  nuptials  commences  imme- 
diately, and  the  whole  ceremony  coniifts  in  ftrip- 
plng  the  bride  naked,  whofe  cloaths,  however,  are 
lb  faft  bound  by  ftraps  and  girdles,  that  he  finds  it 
no  eafy  talk  to  accomplifh  his  purpofe ;  at  this  crifis 
feveral  women  flicker  and  proteft  her  from  him  ; 
who,  however,  feeking  an  opportunity  to  find  her 
lefs  guarded,  makes  frefli  efforts  to  undrefs  her : 
but  if  flie  cries  out,  and  her  exclamations  bring 
afliftance,  the  women  who  come  fall  upon  the  man, 
Icratching  his  face,  tearing  his  hair,  and  otherwife 
roughly  treating  him;  till  the  bride,  fliewing  fome 
concern  forhis  lituation,  and  the  women  becoming 
lefs  violent  in  their  affault,  the  man  at  length  fuc- 
ceeds,  and   then   retires  from  her,  who  however 
calls  him  back,  and  acknowledges  in  a  foft  plain- 
tive tone,  that  he  has  conquered  her.     Thus  the 
ceremony  ends,  and  the  next  day  the  happy  couple 
repair  to  the  hut  of  thehullDand.     In  about  a  week 
afterwards  they  make  a  vifit  to  the  wife's  parents, 
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where  they  celebrate  the  marriage  feaft  with  the 
relations  of  both  parties.  Some  of  the  men  marry 
three  wives,  who  in  general  live  friendly  together, 
and  are  never  jealous.  It  is  deemed  a  very  capital 
offence  in  a  woman  to  procure  abortion,  yet  if  twins 
are  born,  one  of  them  muft  be  deftroyed.  The  wo- 
men put  their  infants  in  a  bafket  faftened  to  an 
elaftic  pole,  which  is  eafily  moved  with  the  foot,  to 
rock  them.  As  foon  as  they  can  ftand  on  their  legs, 
their  mothers  leave  them  to  themfelves,  fuffering 
them  to  roll  on  the  ground  any  w^iere  ;  they  are 
moft  commonly  half  naked,  and  begin  to  walk  at 
a  time  when  a  child  in  Europe  would  not  be  able  to 
ftand. 

Thefe  people  never  bury  their  dead,  but  often 
give  them  to  the  dogs  ;  and  fay,  that  as  the  deceafed 
are  thus  devoured  by  dogs,  they  will  enfure  to  them- 
felves a  pleafant  carriage  in  fledges  drawn  by  fine 
dogs  in  the  other  world.  This  abominable  cuftom, 
however,  is  not  univerfally  praclifed  ;  fome  leaving 
their  dead  in  their  hut,  and  feek  a  new  habitation. 
The  apparel  of  the  deceafed  perfon  is  always  thrown 
away,  from  a  fuperftitious  notion,  that  whoever 
ihould  wear  it  would  meet  with  fome  dreadful 
calamity. 

They  travel  on  fledges  drawn  by  dogs ;  their  num- 
ber is  generally  four,  which  are  driven  by  a  whip. 
The  perfon  in  the  fledge  is  feated  on  the  right  fide 
of  it,  with  his  feet  hanging  over,  and  is  obliged  to 
balance  himfelf  with  great  care,  left:  the  fledge  fhould 
overfet.  Where  the  roads  are  in  tolerable  condi- 
tion, they  can  travel  to  a  great  diftance  in  a  fliort 
time,  carrying  with  them  provifions,  &:c.  They 
fometimes  travel,  in  this  manner,  about  thirty  werfts, 
that  is,  upwards  of  twenty-three  miles  in  a  day. 
They  hunt  the  bear,  among  other  animals;  on 
which  occafion  they  ufe  rackets  to  walk  upon  the 
Ihow  with,  arming  themfelves  with  pikes,  and  tak- 
ing dogs  with  them  to  provoke  the  animal.     They 

then 
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then  wait  till  be  comes  out  of  his  enclofurc    for 
thev  would  attack  him  to  great  difadvantage  while 
he  remained  there;  becaufe  the  fnow  bemg  very 
firm  in  that  place,  the  bear  would  be  able  to  avail 
himfelf  of  all  his  ftrength  ;  but  the  inftant  he  comes 
out    he  finks  into  the  fnow,  and  while  he  is  ftriving 
to  difengage  himfeif,  the  hunters  with  their  pikes 
cafily  d?ftroy  him.     They  drefs  their  feal-lkms  in 
the  following  manner  :  they  firft  wet  and  fpread  out 
the  ikin,  and  with  ftones  fixed  in  wood  fcrape  oft 
all  the  fat ;  then  they  rub  it  with  caviar,  roll  it  to- 
gether, and  tread  on  it;  they  afterwards  fcrape  it 
Lain,  and  repeat  the  firft  part  of  their  procefs  till 
the  Ikin  is  thoroughly  cleaned  and  foft.     They  pre- 
pare  in  the  fame  manner  Ikins  of  beaver,  deer,  dogs, 
&c      When  the  men  are  not  employed  in  hunting, 
or  fiftiing,  they  weave  nets,  and  conftrud  fledges 
and  boats;  and  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  they  pro- 
cure  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  lay  up  a  ftore  tor 
the  fucceeding  winter.     The  women  make  Ihoes, 
fewcloaths,  dye  fkins,  &c.  they  alfo  make  glue  of 
the  dried  Ikins  of  fifhes,  and  particularly  of  the 
whale.     They  ufe  a  board  of  dry  wood  to  light  their 
fires  ;  in  this  board  are  feveral  round  holes,  into 
one  of  which  putting  the  end  of  a  fmall  round  Itick, 
they  roll  it  backwards  and  forwards  till  the  wood 
takes  fire  by  the  friction. 

The  people  of  this  country  are  arrant  coward^ 
and  yet  feem  to  defpife  life,  through  an  innate  kind 
of  ftupidity.  They  never  attack  their  enemies 
openly,  unlefs  compelled  to  it;  but  fteal  privately 
to  their  huts,  and  treat  them  moft  barbarouily,  cut- 
ting them  to  pieces,  and  even  tearing  out  their  en- 
trails ;  thefe  cruelties  are  exercifed  with  tnumpli 
and  fhouts  of  joy.  Whenever  they  hear  of  a  foe  ad- 
vancing towards  them,  they  retire  to  fome  moun- 
tain,  and  fortify  it  as  llrongly  as  poffible:  if  there 
be  a  probability  of  the  enemy  getting  the  better  ot 
them,  they  immediately  cut  the  throats  of  their 

No.  59.  '^^ 


i($74   Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

wives  and  children,  and  then  meet  their  aflailants 
with  a  frantic  rage,  felling  their  lives  as  dear  as 
poirible.  Their  weapons  are  bows  and  arrows,  and 
fpears. 

The  religious  notions  of  the  Kamtfchadales  are 
pretty  lingular.  They  erect  a  fort  of  pillar  on  fome 
plain,  and  cover  it  with  a  parcel  of  rags.  When- 
ever they  pafs  by  this  pillar,  they  throw  at  it  fome 
iiih  or  flefh,  and  avoid  killing  any  bird  or  beaft  near 
it.  They  think  that  woods  and  burning  mountains 
-are  inhabited  by  evil  fpirits,  whom  they  live  in  great 
fear  of,  and  make  them  ofl'erings  j  fome  of  them 
have  idols  in  their  huts.  They  have  a  very  imper- 
fed  idea  of  a  fupreme  Being,  and  think  he  can  nei- 
ther difpenfe  happinefs  nor  mifery  :  the  name  which 
they  have  for  the  Deity,  is  Kutchu.  They  reve- 
rence fome  particular  animals,  from  which  they  ap- 
prehend danger,  and  fometimes  offer  fires  at  the 
holes  of  foxes  ;  they  implore  wolves  not  to  hurt 
them,  and  befeech  amphibious  animals  not  to  over- 
fet  their  boats.  Many  of  them,  however,  adopt  the 
Ruffian  manners,  and  contemn  the  cuftoms  of  their 
country  ;  they  have  been  intlru^ted  by  Ruffian  mif- 
fionaries  in  the  Chriflian  rehgion  ;  and  fchools  have 
been  erected  for  their  children.  They  ftridlly  ob- 
ferve  the  law  of  retaliation  :  if  one  man  kills  ano- 
ther, the  relations  of  the  perfon  killed  deftroy  the 
murderer.  They  punifh  theft,  by  burning  the  fin- 
gers of  the  thief.  Before  the  Ruffians  conquered 
them,  they  had  fuch  frequent  inteftine  broils,  that 
a  year  rarely  palfed  without  fome  village  being  en- 
tirely ruined. 

Great  havock  is  made  in  this  country,  by  the  fmall- 
pox,^  The  fcurvy,  with  the  irregularities  of  parents, 
bring  a  variety  of  difeafes  upon  their  offspring,  to 
cure  w^hich,  they  apply  roots,  herbs,  &:c.  The 
manner  in  which  thefe  people  live  in  their  huts,  and 
their  excefs  of  debauchery,  contribute  to  make  the 
venereal  difeafc  very  frequent  among  thera.     They 
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have  a  diforder  called  the  fiifliutoh,  which  is  a  fori 
of  fcab,  to  which  they  apply  the  raw  1km  of  a  hare 
to  caufe  a  fuppuration.  They  are  likewife  fubjecl: 
to   the  palfy,   jaundice,  boils,  cancers,  and  other 

diforders.  r  1    .1        .-u 

There  are  three  volcanoes  in  kamtlchatka,  tne 
firft  is  that  of  Awatcha,  to  the  northward  of  the 
bay  of  that  name  ;  it  is  a  chain  of  mountams,   the 
bafe  of  which  is  covered  with  trees,  and  extends  to 
the  bay.     The  middle  forms  a  kind  of  amphithea- 
tre, and  the  various  fummits  which  are  fpiral  can- 
not  be  viewed  without  exciting  the  moft  awful 
ideas.     They  always  emit  fmoke,  but  rarely  hre. 
There  was  indeed  a  terrible  eruption  of  fmoke  and 
cinders  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1 7  3  7 ,  but  it  only 
continued  one  day;  many  of  the  cinders  weighed 
almoft  two  pounds   avoirdupoife.     This  eruption 
was  the  forerunner  of  a  terrible  earthquake,  which 
happened  on  the  fixth  of  the  enfuing  Oclober,  and 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  overturned  all  the  tents  and 
huts  of  the  Kamtfchadales,  being  accompanied  by 
a  fingular  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  lea,  which  at 
firft  rofe  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet,  then  funk, 
and  retired  to  an  unufual  diftance ;  it  foon  alter 
rofe  higher  than  at  firft,  and  fuddenly  finking  again, 
retired  fo  aftonilhingly  far  from  the  common  lo\^- 
water  mark,  that  it  was  for  a  confiderable  time  loit 
to  the  eye.     At  length  the  earthquake  was  repeated, 
the  fea  returned  once  more,  and  role  to  the  .height 
of  two  hundred  feet,  overwhelmed  the  whole  coait, 
and  then  finally  retired,  after  having  dcftroyea  the 
^oods,  cattle,  and  many  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  left  feveral  lakes  of  falt-water  in  the  lower 
o-rounds  and  adjacent  fields.     The  fecond  volcano 
fffues  from  fome  mountains  fituated  between  the 
river  of  Kamtfchatka  and  that  of  Tobollki.     No- 
thing was  everknown  to  exhalcfrom  this  butlmoke, 
till  the  year  1739,  when  it  vomited  a  torrent  ot 
flames,  which  deftroy  ed  all  the  neighbouring  lo^eits.^ 
10  C  2  ^'^^ 
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The  third  volcano  ifTues  from  the  higheft  mountains 
in  Kamtfchatka,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of 
that  name.  It  is  environed  by  a  clufter  of  leffer 
monntainSj  and  the  head  is  rent  into  long  crevices 
on  every  fide.  Its  greateft  eruption  began  '^eptem-  . 
ber  2!;,  1737,  and  continued  a  week,  whicii,  r'xth 
an  earthquake  that  followed,  did  very  conliderable 
damage.  In  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Kamtfchuka 
there  are  hot  fprings :  they  form  rivulets,  and  run 
almoft  the  length  of  the  river  Ozernaya  which  iffues 
from  the  lake  Kuril£ls:y,  and  then  join  that  ttream; 
the  waters,  however,  have  no  very  conliderable 
degree  of  heat  in  them. 

There  is  a  mountain  near  the  river  Pandia,  from 
whofe  lummit  a  prodigious  cataract  of  boiling  wa- 
ters run  to  a  confiderable  diftance  •,  and  continue 
boiling  up  to  the  height  of  a  foot,  till  they  lofe  them- 
felves  in  leveral  lakes,  which  contain  a  great  number 
of  illands.  From  this  mountain  the  inhabitants  ob- 
tain fome  beautiful  ftones,  on  which  they  fet  a  great 
value,  on  account  of  their  admirable  variegated  co- 
lours, which  are  merely  the  efFeds  of  the  different 
powers  of  heat,  humidity,  and  fridlion ;  for  thefe 
itones  are  waflied  from  the  mountains,  and  are  po- 
Jilhed  by  the  abovementioned  hot  and  impetuous 
waters. 

During  the  winter,  a  great  quantity  of  fifh  har- 
bour in  the  river  of  Kamtfchatka.  In  the  fpring 
when  the  ice  breaks,  they  attempt  to  get  to  the  fea  ; 
but  the  natives  watch  the  heads  of  the  rivers,  and 
take  a  great  number  of  them  in  a  kind  of  nets  ;  fome 
they  dry  in  the  fummer,  and  lay  by  for  their  win- 
ter food  ;  and  from  others  they  extrad  the  fat,  or 
oil,  by  means  of  red  hot  ftones,  which  they  care- 
fully referve  for  a  great  variety  of  ufes. 

New  Albion.  This  vaft  trad  of  land,  and  all  the 
N.  W.  parts  of  America,  are  put  down  by  all  our 
geographers,  in  their  maps  and  charts,  as  Terra 
Incognita,  or  parts  entirely  unknown.    Sir  Francis 
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Drake,  indeed,  difcdvered  a  port  in  nearly  40  deg. 
N.  latitude,  which  he  entered,  and  where  he  re- 
mained five  weeks.  In  1603  Martin  Aguilar  en- 
tered a  ftrait  in  latitude  z) 5  deg.  N.  and  another  was 
difcovered  by  Juan  deFucain  1592.  All  the  other 
parts  of  the  coaft,  except  Cape  Elias  in  latitude  60 
deg.  and  fome  land  difcovered  by  the  Spaniards, 
have  remained  objeds  of  inveftigation,  to  be  ex- 
plored and  accurately  marked  by  our  gallant  com- 
mander, Captain  Cook,  whofe  difcoveries  in  thefe 
parts,  as  high  as  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  near  the 
Arctic  Circle ;  together  with  an  account  of  his  death 
at  an  ifland,  called  O-why-hee,  near  Kamtfchatka, 
will  be  the  fubjeds  of  fome  of  the  following  chap- 
ters, in  the  continuation  of  this  hiftory  of  his  third 
and  laft  voyage,  to  which  we  fhall  now  proceed. 
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CHAP.       X. 

The  Refolution  and  Bifcovery,  after  their  Departure  from 
the  Society  I/Ies^  frofeciite  their  Voyage — Chrijimas 
Ifland  difcovered.^  where  they  are  f  applied  plentifully 
ivith  fifh  and  turtle — A  Solar  Eclipfe  obfer-ved — Tzuo 
Mariners  lofe  their  Way  on  Shore — Afmgular  Method 
of  refreflnng  himfelf  pradiced  by  one  of  the  Straar- 
gkrs — An  Ivfcr'ption  left  in  a  Bottle —A  D ef crip f ion 
of  Chrijimas  Ifland — Three  J  funds  defcribed— Others 
difcovered — Their  Names — The  luhole  Group  denoini" 
nated  Sandwich  Iflands — A  complete  Account  of  their 
Soil,  Produdio?2s,  Inhabitants,  &c. — Cufloms  of  the 
Natives  agree  with  thofe  ofTongataboo  and  Otaheite 
— Extent  of  this  Nation  throughout  the  Pacific  Ocean 
— And  Remarks  on  the  ufeful  Situation  of  Sandwich 
Ifland — The  Refolution  and  Difcovery  proceed  to  the 
northward — Nautical  Ohfervations  made  at  Sa?id- 
wich  Iflands — Progrefs  of  the  Voyage — Arrival  of 
the  two  Ships  on  the  Coaji  of  America — Defcription 
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of  the  Country — Difficulties  of  Cape  Fouliveather^— 
Stormy,^  and  unfavourable  Winds — Stridures  on  Mar- 
tin  d'Aguilar's  River,  and  Fallacy  of  Juan  de  Ftua*s 
■pretended  Strait — The  P\.efolution  and  Difcovcry  an- 
chor in  an  hdet  in  Hope  Bay,  where  they  are  vifited 
by  Numbers  of  the  Natives — An  Accou7it  of  their 
Behaviour — The  tiuo  Ships  enter  the  Sound,  and 
moor  in  a  cojnmodious  Harbour — Various  Incidents  and 
Tranfadions,  during  our  Inter courfe  with  the  Natives 
— Their  Behaviour  at  their  Villages,  while  we  made 
a  Frogrefs  round  the  Sound — A  remarkable  V fit  from 
Strangers — AfecondVifit  to  one  of  the  Villages- — Grafs- 
purchafed — Departure  of  the  Ships  after  an  Exchange 
ofFreJents — Directions  for  failing  into  the  Sound — 
Its  Name — A  copious  and  entertaining  Defcription, 
'with  feveral  curious  Obfervations,  on  the  adjacent 
Country,  and  its  Inhabita7its — Remarks  on,  and 
Specimen  of  the  Language  in  Nootka  Sound — Afro- 
nomical  a7id  }iautical  Remarks — A  Storm  after  leaving 
the  Sound,  in  which  the  Refolution  fprings  a  Leak — 
The  Strait  of  Admiral  de  Fonte  paffed  unexamined, 

ON  Monday  the  8thof  December,  having  quitted 
Bolabola,  and  the  Society  Illes,  we  fleered  to 
the  northward,  with  the  wind  between  N.  E.  and 
E.  fcarce  ever  having  it  in  the  S.  E.  point,  till  after 
we  had  crofled  the  equator  ;*  nor  did  we  meet  with 
any  thing  by  which  the  vicinity  of  land  was  indi- 
cated, till  we  began,  about  the  latitude  of  8  deg.  S. 
to  fee  boobies,  men-of-war  birds,  terns,  tropic  birds, 
and  a  few  other  forts.  Our  longitude,  at  this  time, 
we  found  to  be  205  deg.  eaft.  In  the  night,  between 
the  22nd,  and  23d,  we  pafTed  the  line;  and,  on 
Wednefday  the  24th,  foon  after  day-break,  we  de- 
fcried  land,  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.  We  perceived 
upon  a  nearer  approach,  it  was  one  of  thofe  low 
iflands,  fo  frequently  met  with  in  this  ocean  between 
the  tropics  ;  that  is,  a  narrow  bank  of  land,  inclofing 
a  fea  or  lake  within.     Id  two  or  three  places  we  faw 
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fome  cocoa-nut  trees  ;  but  the  land  in  general  has  a 
very  fterile  afped.     It  extended,  at  noon,  from  N. 
E.  by  E.  to  S.  by  E.  half  E.  and  diftant  about  four 
miles.     On  the  weftern  fide  we  found  the  depth  of 
water  to  be  from  forty  to  fourteen  fathoms,  over  a 
fandy  bottom.     The  captain,  being  of  opinion  that 
turtle  might  be  procured  at  this  ifland,  refolved  to 
examine  it  ;  accordingly,  we  dropped  our  anchors 
in  thirty  fathoms  water  ;  and  a  boat  was  immedi- 
ately difpatched  to  fearch  for  a  commodious  land- 
ing place.     When  flie  returned,  the  officer  who  had 
been  employed  in   this  fearch,  reported,  that  he 
found  no  place  where  a  boat  could  land ;  but  that 
fifti  greatly  abounded  in  the  fhoal  water,  without 
the  breakers.     On  the  25th,  being  Chriftm as-day, 
two  boats  were  fent,  one  from  each  fhip,  to  examine 
more    accurately    whether   it  was    pradlicable  to 
land ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  two  others  were  or- 
dered out,  to  fifli   at  a  grappling  near  the  Ibore. 
Thefe  lail  returned  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  with 
as  many  fifh  as  weighed  upwards  of  two  hundred 
weight.     Encouraged  by   this  fuccefs,   they  were 
difpatched   again  after  breakfaft,  and  the  captain 
himfelf  went  in  another  boat  to  view  the  coaft,  and 
attempt  landing,  which,  however,  he  found  to  be 
impracticable.     The  two  boats  that  had  been  fent 
on  the  fame  fearch,  returned  about  noon  ;  and  the 
mafter  belonging  to  the  Refolution,    reported  to 
Captain  Cook,  that  about  four  or  five  miles  to  the 
northward,  he  had  difcovered  a  break  in  the  landj 
and  a  channel  into  a  lagoon,  confequentiy  there  was 
a  proper  place  for  landing ;  and  that  he  had  found 
off  this  entrance   the  fame  foundings  as  we  had 
where  we  now  were  ftationed.     On  the  ftrength  of 
this  report,  we  weighed,  and,  after  two  or  three 
trips,  anchored  again  over  a  bottom  of  fine  dark 
fand,  before  a  little  ifland  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the 
hgoon,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  a  channel  leading 
into  it,  but  fit  only  for  boats  j  the  water  in  the  la« 
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goon  itfelf  is  likewife  very  fhallovv.     In  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th,  Captain  Clerke  was  ordered  to  fend 
out  a  boat,  with  an  officer,  to  the  fouth-eaft  part  of 
the  lagoon,  in  queft  of  turtle;  and  Captain  Cook 
went  himfelf,  with  Mr.  King,  each  in  a  boat,  to  the 
north-eaft  part.     It  was  his  intention  to  have  gone 
to  the  eaftern  extremity;  but  the  wind  not  permit- 
ting it,  he  and  Mr.  King  landed  more  to  leeward, 
on   a  fandy  flat,   where  they  caught  one  turtle. 
They  waded  through  the  water  to  an  ifland,  where 
they  found  only  a  few  birds.     Captain  Cook,  leav- 
ing Mr.  King  here  to  obferve  the  fun's  meridian 
altitude,  proceeded  to  the  land  that  bounds  the  fea 
toward  the  north-weft,  which  he  found  even  more 
barren  than  the  laft  mentioned  ifle ;  but  walking 
over  to  the  fea-coaft,  he  obferved  three  turtles  clofe 
to  the  fliore,  one  of  which  he  caught.     He  then 
returned  on    board,  as  did  Mr.  King  foon  after- 
wards.    Though  fo  few  turtles  were  obferved  by 
thefe  two  gentlemen,  we  did  not  defpair  of  a  fupply  -, 
for  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  Difcovery,  who  had 
been  afhore  to  the  fouthward  of  the  channel  lead- 
ing into  the  lagoon,  had  more  fuccefs,  and  caught 
many.     The  next  morning,   being  Saturday,  the 
26th,  the  cutter  and  pinnace  were  difpatched  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  King,  to  the  fouth-caft  part  of 
the  ifland,  within  the  lagoon,  to  catch  turtle  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  fmall  cutter  was  fent  towards 
the  north  for  the  fame  purpofe.     Some  of  Captain 
Gierke's  people  having  been  on  fliore  all  night,  had 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  turn  up\\  ards  of  forty  tur- 
tles on  the  fand,  which  were  this  day  brought  on 
board;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon,  the 
party  detached  to  the  northward  returned  with  half 
a  dozen,  and   being  fent   back  again,   continued 
there  till  we  quitted  the  ifland,  having,  upon  the 
whole,  pretty   good  fuccefs.     Sunday,    the   2  8th,"^ 
Captain  Cook,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Bailey,  landed 
«n  the  ifland  fituate  between  the  two  channels  into 
3  the 
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the  lagoon,  to  prepare  the  telefcopes  for  obferving 
the  folar  eclipfe  that  was  expected  to  be  vifible  on 
the  30th.  Towards  noon,  Mr.  King  returned  with 
one  boat,  and  eight  turtles;  feven  were  left  behind 
to  be  brought  by  the  other  boat,  whofe  people  were 
employed  in  catching  more  ;  and  in  the  evening  the 
fame  boat  conveyed  them  provilions  and  water. 
The  next  day  the  two  boats,  laden  with  turtle,  were 
fcnt  back  to  the  Ihip  by  WilHamfon,  who,  at  the 
fame  time  in  a  meffage  to  Captain  Cook,  requefted, 
that  the  boats  might  be  ordered  round  by  fea,  as 
he  had  difcovered  a  landing  place  on  the  fouth-eafl 
iide  of  the  ifland,  where  the  greateft  numbers  of 
turtle  were  caught ;  fo  that,  by  difpatching  boats 
thither,  the  trouble  of  carrying  them  over  the  land, 
as  we  had  hitherto  done,  to  the  inlide  of  the  lagoon, 
would  be  faved. 

Tuefday  the  30th,  two  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  Difcovery  returned,  who,  accompanied  by  Si- 
meon VVoodrofF,  the  gunner's  mate,  and  ten  fea- 
men,  had  directed  their  courfe,  on  the  26th,  to  the 
north  eaft  quarter,  in  the  cutter,  having  each  man 
a  pint  of  brandy,  and  a  good  quantity  of  water  oa 
board.  About  noon,  they  arrived  at  the  neck  o^ 
land,  over  which  they  were  to  travel  on  foot,  to 
come  at  the  place  where  the  turtle  were  known  to 
harbour ;  and  where  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt 
to  approach  them  by  fea,  on  account  of  the  furf. 
Here  they  fecured  fafely  their  cutter,  snd  erected 
near  the  fhore  a  kind  of  hut,  to  which  they  carried 
their  provifions,  and  fat  down  to  refrelli.  This 
done,  they  agreed  to  divide,  and  purfue  their  fport 
in  different  parties.  Accordingly  they  fet  out,  and 
before  the  next  morning  they  had  fent  in  feveral 
turtles.  This  they  did  by  placing  them  acrofs  a 
couple  of  oars  in  the  manner  of  a  bier,  and  in  keep- 
ing a  man  employed  in  conveying  them  from  the 
place  where  they  were  turned,  to  the  cutter.  When 
they  grew  tired  of  their  diveriion,  they  repaired  to 
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the  place  of  rendezvous ;  but  it  was  fome  furprize 
to  the  reft,  when,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  the  two 
•  gentlemen  and  the  gunner's  mate  were  miffing.     It 
was  concluded,  that  they  had  gone  too  far  within 
land,  and  that  they  had  either  lofl  their  way,  or 
fome  accident  had  befallen  them,  perhaps  from  na- 
tives lurking  fecretly  in  the  woods,  though  none  had 
openly  appeared.     Under  thefe  apprehenfions,  two 
of  their  mariners,  Bartholomew  Loreman  and  Tho- 
mas Trecher,  were  fent  out  in  fearch  of  them,  each 
carrying  a  gallon  of  water,  with  brandy,  and  other 
refrefhments,  in  cafe  they  fhould  meet  with  the 
gentlemen   in  their  way.     In  a  wild  uncultivated 
country,  over-run  with  bufhes  and  clofe  cover,  the 
reader,  who  has  never  been  bewildered,  can  have 
no  idea  of  men's  being  loft  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  a 
few  miles;  but  fo,  however,  it  happened  to  our 
gentlemen  ;  who,  invited  by  the  mixed  melody  of 
the  birds  in  the  woods,  left  their  people  as  foon  as 
they  had   ptoperly  ftationed  them,  and  entered  an 
adjoining  thicket,  with  their  guns.     The  fport  they 
met  with  led  them  on  till  night  began  to  clofe  upon 
them  ;  when   they  found  themfelves  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  the  turtlers,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  track- 
lefs  cover,  with  nothing  but  tall  trees  to  direct  their 
return  ;  but  what  was  more  alarming,  the  fun  was 
no  fooner  fet  than  a  thick  fog  fucceeded,  which  in- 
volved  the  woods  in  darknefs,  though  the  open 
beach  remained  clear.     In  vain  they  attempted  to 
regain  the  lliore  ;  for,   inftead  of  being  able  to  dif- 
cern  the  trees  they  had  marked  to  fecure  their  re- 
turn, they  could  hardly  fee  one  another  at  three 
yards  diftance.     In  this  fituation,  they  foon  began 
to  lofe  all  knowledgeof  their  way  ;  and  left,  inftead 
of  proceeding  in  the  right  courfe,  they  fhould  pur- 
fue  a  contrary  direction,  they  agreed  to  fit  down  to 
reft,  and  for  that  purpofechofe  the  firft  convenient 
fpot  that  chance  threw  in  their  way.     Though  their 
minds  were  troubled,  they  had  fcarce  fet  themfelves 
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down,  when  fleep  got  the  better  of  anxiety,  and 
they   lay  compofed,    till  attacked    by  fwarms   of 
black  ants  (creatures  more  poifonous  thati  bugs) 
with  which  they  were  in  a  manner  covered  when 
they  awoke,  and  fo  disfigured  and  tormented  with 
their  bites  and  blifters,  that  it  is  hardly  poflible  to 
defcribe  their  diftrefs.     Thus  circumftanced,  their 
firft  care  was  to  clear  themfelves  from  thefe  vermin 
by  ftripping  themfelves  naked,  and  fweeping  them 
off  with  brufhes  made  of  the  wings  of  the  birds  they 
had   killed ;    this   done,  they  clothed   themfelves 
again,  in  order  to  renew  their  attempts  to  recover 
the  Ihore  J  but  all  in  vain.     The  farther  they  walked, 
as  it  appeared  afterwards,  the  farther  they  went 
aftray.     At  length,  fufpeding  their  error,  they  re- 
folved  to  remain  ftationary,  and  each  man,  placing 
himfelf  againft  an  adjoining  tree,  endeavoured  to 
confole  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  till  morning, 
when  the  appearance  of  the  fan  enabled  them  to 
judge  of  the  courfe  they  were  to  piirfue;  but,  in 
a  tracklefs  wildernefs,  how  were  they  to  make  their 
way !  The  woods  in  many  places  were  overgrown 
with  thick  grafs  and  brambles  reaching   to  their 
middles,  and    in  others  fo  thick  interfered  with 
boughs  and  matted  with  leaves,  that  it  was  hardly 
poflible  for  them  to  keep  company,  or  to  penetrate 
with  their  utmoft  efforts  (when  thefe  obltrudions 
happened)  one  hundred  yards  in  as  many  minutes. 
They  were  now  glad  to  abandon  their  game,  happy 
if  they  could  regain  the  open  country  with  the  lofs 
of  every  thing  about  them.     The  Ihirts  and  trow- 
fers  they  had  on  were  foon  in  rags,  their  fhoes  could 
hardly  be  kept  on  their  feet,  and  their  linen  caps 
and  handkerchiefs  were  rendered  unfervieeabie,  by 
the  frequent  repetition  of  the  ufes  to  which  they 
had  been  applied.     In  fliort,  no  degree  of  dillrefs 
either  of  body  or  mind,  could  exceed  that  to  which 
thefe   unfortunate  gentlemen   were  now  expofed. 
To  their  minds  it  was  fome  alleviation,  when,  about 

10  D  2  Un. 


1684  Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

ten  in  the  morning,  they  heard  the  found  of  guris 
iired  from  the  fhips  on  purpofe  to  lead  them  right, 
fuppofing  them  to  have  loft  their  way.  But  this 
was  poor  comfort,  when  they  reflected,  that  the 
ihips  were  at  a  great  diftance,  and  if  they  ventured 
to  take  them  for  their  guide,  they  fhould  never  live 
to  fee  an  end  to  their  journey.  Still  labouring, 
therefore,  to  advance  by  the  lun,  they  at  length, 
all  at  once,  obferved  an  opening,  that  led,  as  they 
thought,  to  the  long-wifhed-for  fhore.  The  heart 
of  man,  dilated  with  the  moft  exquifite  joy,  can 
only  be  fenfible  of  the  inexpreffible  plcafure  which 
the  gentlemen  felt  on  perceiving  this  ray  of  hope. 
They  forgot  for  the  moment,  the  pains  of  their  la- 
cerated bodies,  though  all  torn  with  briers  and  be- 
fmeared  with  blood,  and  comforted  themfelves  with 
this  dawn  of  deliverance;  but  they  had  dill  much 
to  fuffer ;  for  when  they  rufhed  with  extafy  from 
the  cover,  and  came  to  furvey  the  open  country, 
they  difcovered,  to  their  great  mortification,  that 
tiicy  were  yet  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  neck  of 
land,  over  which  their  people  had  pafTed  ;  that  this 
opening  had  brought  them  to  another  creek  or  inlet 
of  the  iea,  and  that  they  had  yet  to  travel  round  a 
vaft  circle  of  the  thicket  before  they  could  come  to 
the  bay  that  was  even  now  fcarce  within  their 
knowledge.  On  this  difcovery,  defpair  had  almoft 
taken  place  of  hope,  when  they  heard,  or  thought 
they  heard,  a  found  like  that  of  a  man's  voice  far 
within  the  thicket.  This,  in  a  fliort  time,  was  an- 
fwered  by  a  found  not  unlike  the  form.er,  but  fain- 
ter. It  was  then  rightly  conieclured  that  thele 
founds  proceeded  from  men  fent  in  fearch  of  them, 
and  they  all  endeavoured  to  raife  a  halloo  in  their 
turn;  but  their  thi  oats  were  fo  parched,  that  with 
their  utmoft  efforts  they  could  fcarce  rife  above  a 
whifper.  They  now  lamented  the  wafte  of  powder, 
M'hich  they  had  fruitlefsly  expended  during  the 
night  in  making  fignals  of  diftrefs,  and  rummaged 
2  -  their 
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their  cafes  to  mnfter  up  a  fingle  charge.     This,  in 
fome  meafure,  had  the  defired  efFe6l.     The  report 
was  heard  by  one  of  the  feamen  who  were  in  purfuit 
of  them  (as  will  be  feen  hereafter)  both  of  whom  had 
been  ftruggling  with  equal  difficulties,  and  toilingun- 
der  greater  incumbrances,  without  the  leaft  profpedt 
of  fucceeding  in  their  fearch.     Thefe  men  were  now 
bewildered  themfelves,  and  hallooed  to  each  other, 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  keeping  company,  as  for  fig- 
nals  to  the  gentlemen,  fhould  they  be  within  hear- 
ing.    By  this  time  the  day  was  far  advanced  ;  and 
partly  with  fatigue  and  for  want  of  refrelhment, 
the  gentlemen   were  almoft  fpent ;  they  had  been 
ever  lince  the  morning's  dawn  engaged  in  the  moft 
painful    exertion  of    bodily  ftrength,  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  the  labyrinth  in  which  they  had 
been  involved,  that  ever  men  experienced,  and  by 
confequence  to  an  equal  wafte  of  fpirits,  without 
any  thing  to  recruit  them  ;  and  now,  though  lefs 
entangled,  they  were  more  expofed  to  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  which  brought  on  an  intolerable  thirft  that 
was  no  longer  fupportable ;   they  therefore,  as   the 
laft  refource,  repaired  to  the  neareil  beach,  where, 
to  their  comfort,  they  found  a  turtle,  killed  it,  and 
drank  the  blood,  in  order  to  allay  their  thirft.     One 
of  them  then  undrefled  himfelf,  and  lay  down  for 
a  fhort  time  in  the  fhallow  water  ;  a  iingular  me- 
thod'of  refrelhing  himfelf,  when  fatigued.     After 
this  they  took  fhelter  in  the  hollow  of  a  rock  till 
the  violent  heat  abated,  during  which  time  a  re- 
freftiing  fleep  gave  them  fome  relief,  and  enabled 
them  to  perform  a  journey  of  three  or  four  leagues, 
which,  otherwife,  they  muft  have  perifhed,  before 
they  could  have  accomplifiied.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  hut,  to  their  great  concern,  they  found  it  de- 
ferted,  and  deftitute  of  every  kind  of  provifions ; 
but  cafting  their  eyes  towards  the  fhips,  they  per- 
ceived the  boats  haftening  to  their  relief.  The  crew, 
and  the  officer  who  attended  them,  waited  at  the 
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hut,  till  all  their  proviiions  were  expended,  and, 
not  knowing  how  to  proceed,  had  repaired  to  t:h« 
fliip  for  a  frefli  fupply,  and  frefh  orders ;  and  he 
was  now  returning  fully  furnifhed  and  inftructed. 
On  his  arrival,  he  was  llruck  with  aftonifliment  at 
the  fight  of  three  fuch  miferable  objects  as  the  gen- 
tlemen   and    the   gunner's  mate   appeared  to   be. 
Their  cry  was  for  grog,  which  was  dealt  to  them 
fparingly,  and  they  were  conveyed  on  board  to  be 
properly  taken  care  of.     The  firft  enquiry  they 
made  was,  whether  any  of  the  fliip's  company  had 
been  fent  after  them  ?  And  being  anfwered  in  the 
aifirmative,  and  that  they  were  not  yet  returned, 
they  could  not  help  exprelling  their  doubts  whether 
they  would  return  ;  adding  their  wiflies  at  the  fame 
time,  that  no  means  might  be  omitted  to  effed:  their 
recovery.     Natural  it  is  for  men  who  have  juft  ex- 
perienced any  fignal  deliverance,  to  feel  poignantly 
for  the  fafety  of  others  under  the  fame  critical  cir- 
cumftances.     It  was  therefore  no  fmall  fatisfa<fl;ion, 
when   they  were  told,  that   every  polTible  means 
would  be  tried  for  their  relief ;  and  to  enable  them, 
who  were  to  be  fent  on  that  errand,  the  better  to 
diredl  their  fearch,  the  gentlemen  defcribed  as  well 
as  they  could,  the  place  where  they  were  heard. 
The  evening,  however,  was  now  too  far  advanced, 
to  undertake  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  their 
delivei'ance.     There  were  now  twenty  of  the  crew 
(feamen  and  marines)  who  had  been  difpatched  from 
on  board,  for  recovering  the  gentlemen.     Thefe  had 
orders  from  Captain  Clerke,  to  traverfe  the  thicket 
in  a  body,  till  they  fhould  find  them  either  living 
or  dead,  for,  till  the  gentlemen  appeared,  nothing 
could  be  concluded  with  certainty  concerning  them. 
The   majority  were  of  opinion,  that,  if  they  had 
been  alive,  they  would  certainly  have  returned  as 
foon  as  it  was  dark,  as  they  could  have  no  motive 
to  purfue  their  fport  in  the  night ;  and  it  was  by  no 
means  probable,  that  they  Ihould  be  bewildered, 
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becaufe  they  might  furely  have  found  the  fame  way 
out  of  the  cover,  by  which  they  went  into  it.  This 
was  very  plautible;  but  fome  on  board,  who  had 
failed  with  Commodore  Byroa,  and  who  remem* 
bered  the  almoft  impenetrable  thickets  in  the  ifland 
of  Tinian,  where  men  could  not  fee  one  another  in 
the  open  day,  at  the  diftance  of  three  yards,  knew 
well  how  the  gentlemen  might  be  entangled,  and 
how  hard  it  would  fare  with  them  if  it  fliould  fo 
happen. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  party,  and  their  plan  of 
proceeding  were  formed,  which  was  to  march  in 
lines  at  fuch  a  difiance  from  each  other,  as  to  be 
within  hearing,  and  their  rout  was  propofed  to  be 
towards  the  fpot  where  the  found  of  the  voices  was 
heard  by  the  gentlemen.  After  a  diligent  fearch  of 
fix  hours,  Bartnolomew  Loreman  was  difcovered 
in  a  moft  milerable  condition,  almoft  blinded  by 
the  venomous  bites  of  the  vermin,  added  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  and  fpeechlefs  for  want 
of  fomething  to  eat.  He  made  figns  for  water,  and 
fome  was  given  him.  He  was  moving  about,  but 
totally  fiupid,  having  no  fenfe  of  danger,  or  of  the 
miferable  condition  in  which  he  was  found.  It 
fortunatejy  happened,  that  the  boats  from  both  ihips 
were  previoufly  fent  round  the  point  of  land,  and 
J)lanted  along  the  coaft,  as  it  trended,  for  the  con* 
venience  of  taking  the  gentlemen  on  board,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  have  been  found  ftrayed  to  any  confi- 
iderable  diftance.  Had  this  precaution  not  been 
pbferved,  the  man  muft  have  perifhed  before  he 
could  have  been  conveyed  by  any  other  means  to 
"the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  it  was  with  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty  that  he  was  carried  to  the  neareft 
boat.  As  foon  as  he  could  be  brought  to  his  fpeech, 
he  faid,  that  he  had  parted  from  his  companion 
Trecher,  in  the  morning,  not  in  anger,  butbyrea- 
fon  of  a  difference  in  opinion  about  fhe  way  back. 
Jle  faid,  they  had  travelled  the  day  before  as  long 
"'     ■  ■      '  '    '  as 


%6BB  Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

as  they  could  in  fearch  of  the  gentlemen  without 
fuccefe,  and  that  when  overcome  with  fatigue,  they 
fat  down  to  refrefh,  and  he  believed,  drank  a  little 
too  freely  of  their  grog,  which  occafioned  them 
both  to  fall  afleep.  They  were  frightened  when 
they  awoke  to  find  it  night;  and  although  they  felt 
their  faces  and  hands  covered  with  vermin,  the 
thoughts  of  having  negleded  their  duty,  and  the 
dread  of  the  confequences,  fo  diftracled  their  minds, 
that  they  were  not  fenfible  qf  any  other  pain.  As 
reft  was  now  no  longer  their  objeifl:,  they  rofe  and 
wandered,  they  neither  knew  nor  cared  where,  till 
day  began  to  break  upon  them,  and  then  they  en- 
deavoured to  recolleft  their  way,  with  a  view  to 
rejoin  their  companions  ;  but,  after  walking  and 
winding  about,  a§  they  could  find  a  palTage  through 
the  bufhes,  they  at  laft  began  to  difcover  that  they 
were  going  from  the  place  of  rendezvous  inilead  of 
making  towards  it.  Fatigued  to  the  laft  degree 
with  walking,  and  perplexed  in  their  minds,  they 
began  to  grow  carelefs  about  living  or  dying,  and 
in  that  humour  fat  down  to  lighten  their  burden  by 
making  an  end  of  their  grog  and  pnoviiions.  This 
they  had  no  fooner  done,  thanfleep  agarin  furprized 
them,  and  notwithftanding  the  vermin,  with  which 
they  found  themfelves  covered  when  they  aK^^oke, 
they  found  themfelves  a^ain  in  the  dark,  and  again 
rofe  up  to  wander  about,  which  they  continued  to  do 
as  before,  lamenting  their  melancholy  fituation,  and 
confulting  what  courfe  to  take.  Several  wild  pro- 
jefts  came  into  their  heads.  They  had  heard  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe's  living  many  years  upon  an  unin- 
habited ifland,  and  why  might  they  not  Hve  in  this  ? 
But  hitherto  they  had  feen  no  four-footed  animal, 
nor  any  thing  on  which  they  could  fubfift,  but  tur- 
tle and  fowls,  the  latter  of  which  they  had  no 
means  to  attain,  and  they  were  totally  unprovided 
with  every  earthly  thing  but  what  they  carried  about 
them.  That  fcheme  therefore  appeared  too  roman- 
tic. 
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tic.     They  next  thought  of  climbing  the  higheft 
tree,  to  try  if  they  could  difcover  any  hill  or  emi- 
nence, from  whence  they  might  take  a  view  of  the 
country,  in  order  to  be  certain  whether  it  was  in- 
habited or  not.     This  was  approved  by  both,  and 
Trecher  mounted  the  loftieft  tree  within  his  reach, 
from  whence,  he  faid,  he  could  difcern,  towards  the 
S.  W.  a  mountain  of  confiderable  height,  and  as 
that  was  the  point  that  led  to  the  (hips,  thither  he 
propofed  that  they  fhould  go  ;  but  Loreman  rather 
chofe  to  depend  upon  Providence,  and  endeavour 
to  regain  the  fhore,  as  he  judged  by  a  report  of  a 
gun,  which  he  thought  he  heard  the  day  before* 
that  it  muft  lie  in  the  diredion  from  whence  the 
found  proceeded,  and  thither  he  was  endeavouring 
to  make  his  way,  till  his  eye-iight  failed  him,  and 
he  loft  all  fenfe  of  aclion.     His  companion,  he  faiJ, 
who  was  at  fome  diftance  farther  in  the  thicket,  and 
who  did  not  hear  the  report  of  the  gun,  did  not 
believe  what  he  faid ;  whereupon  they  agreed  to 
part.     What  courfe  Trecher  took,  he  could  not  tell, 
but  he  believed  to  the  S.  W.     Loreman  was  judged 
in  too  dangerous  a  way  to  admit  of  any  delay  :  he 
was  therefore  fent  off  in  a  boat,  and  being  put  un- 
der the  care  of  the  furgeon,  loon  recovered. 

After  this  detail  it  was  debated,  w^hether  to  refiga 
Trecher  to  his  fate,  or  to  continue  the  fearch.  The 
humanity  of  the  officer  who  had  the  command  of 
the  party  prevailed.  In  confcquence  of  this,  the 
whole  party  in  the  morning,  about  ten  o'clock, 
after  taking  fome  refrefhment,  fet  out  to  fcour  the 
thickets,  and,  by  hallooing,  beating  of  drums,  and 
purfuing  different  courfes,  determined  he  fhould 
hear  them  if  he  were  alive.  It  was  no  eafy  talk  to 
penetrate  a  tracklefs  cover,  overgrown  with  under- 
wood, and  abounding  with  infecls,  of  which  the 
mulkatoes  were  the  leaft  troublefome.  But  num- 
bers make  that  eafy,  which  to  individuals  would  be 
impracticable.   They  went  on  chearfuUy  at  iirft  ;  bus 
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before  a  few  hours  were  elapfed,  even  the  gentle- 
men, who  were  infpirited  by  their  fuccefs  in  killing 
game,  began  to  be  tired,  and  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifeable  to  reft  and  refrefh  themfelves  during  the 
intenfe  mid-day  heat,  and  to  renew  the  purfuit  after 
they  had  dined.  As  yet  they  had  not  been  able  to 
difcover  any  trace  or  track  of  the  man  they  were 
purfuing,  though  it  had  been  agreed  between  Tre- 
cher  and  his  companion,  to  cut  boughs  from  the 
trees,  as  they  pafled  along,  by  way  of  mark  or  guide 
to  each  other,  in  cafe  of  feparation.  This  was  no 
fmall  difcouragement ;  and  few  had  any  relifli  to 
renew  a  labour  attended  with  fo  much  fatigue,  and 
fo  little  profpecl  of  fuccefs.  The  officers  alone  were 
bent  on  the  purfuit.  The  men,  though  they  were 
no  lefs  willing,  were  not  equally  able  to  endure  the 
fatigue,  and  fome  of  them  were  even  ready  to  drop, 
before  their  dinnerandgrog  had  revived  their  fpirits. 
The  only  expedient,  that  now  remained  to  be  tried, 
was,  that  which  Trecher  had  hit  upon,  namely,  to 
climb  the  higheft  tree  that  appeared  in  view,  in  or- 
der to  look  for  the  mountain,  to  which  it  was 
thought  probable  that  he  might  dired  his  courfc. 
This  was  no  fooner  propofed  than  executed,  and 
the  high  land  feemed  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
place  where  the  party  had  dined.  It  was  now 
agreed  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  emi- 
nence, but  this  proved  not  fo  eafy  a  tafk  as  it  at 
firft  appeared  to  be.  When  they  thought  them^ 
felves  juft  ready  to  mount,  they  met  with  a  lagoon 
that  interrupted  their  progrefs ;  and  coafting  it 
along,  they  difcovered  thefkeleton  of  a  creature  that, 
by  its  length,  appeared  to  be  an  alligator.  In  view- 
ing this  narrowly,  fomething  like  the  track  of  a 
large  luiimal  was  oblerved  to  have  paiTed  it,  and 
the  high  grafs  on  the  margin  of  the  lagoon  to  have 
been  irefh  trodden.  This  excited  the  curiofity  of 
the  whole  pirty,  who  imagined  that  fome  monfter' 
inhabited  the  lagoon,  againft  which  it  was  prudent 
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for  them  to  be  on  their  guard.  The  waters  of  the 
lagoon  were  fait  as  brine,  and  every  where  ikirted 
with  a  kind  of  reed  and  fedge,  that  reached  as  high 
as  a  man's  head,  and  could  not  be  penetrated  with- 
out danger  from  fcorpions  or  other  venomous  rep- 
tiles, feveral  of  which  had  been  feen  in  the  buflies. 
All  attempts  therefore  of  fucceeding  by  this  courfe 
appeared  to  be  labour  loft,  and  as  no  other  were 
thought  more  probable,  it  was  refolved  to  relinquifh 
the  purfuit,  and  return  to  the  boats  ;  but  the  day 
being  already  too  far  fpent  to  make  their  return 
pradlicable  before  the  morning,  it  was  agreed  to 
coaft  it  along  the  lake,  to  endeavour  to  find  accefs 
to  the  oppolite  hills  ;  and  this  was  the  more  eafily 
effected,  as  between  the  fedgy  border  and  the 
thicket,  there  was  an  open  fpace  of  unequal  breadth, 
only  fometimes  interfeded  with  patches  of  brambles 
that  joined  the  lake,  but  of  no  great  extent. 
Through  thefe  they  made  their  way  with  little  op- 
pofition  till  the  lake  appeared  to  deepen,  when  a 
moft  ftubborn  woody  copfe  feemed  to  bid  defiance 
to  their  further  progrefs.  This  difliculty,  however, 
was  with  much  labour  furmounted,  and  it  was  no 
foorter  paffed,  than  the  lake  was  found  to  termi- 
nate, and  the  ground  to  rife.  The  country  now 
began  to  put  on  a  new  face.  The  profpecl  which 
had  hitherto  prefented  nothing  but  a  wild  and  al- 
moft  impenetrable  thicket,  as  they  afcended  the 
rifing  ground,  became  delightful ;  and  when  they 
had  attained  the  fummit  of  the  eminence,  was  ex- 
ceedingly piclurefque.  Here  they  determined  to 
pafs  the  night  within  a  pleafant  grove,  which  feemed 
to  be  defigned  by  nature  for  a  place  of  reft.  The 
•whole  party  now  affembled,  and  orders  were  given 
by  the  commanding  officers  to  erecl  temporary  tents 
to  flielter  them  from  the  evening  damps.  Thefe 
tents  were  only  boughs  and  leaves  of  trees  fet  up 
tent  faftiion.  In  this  fervice  forne  were  employed 
^n  cutting  dowa  and  preparing  materials,   while 
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others  were  bufied  in  difpofing  and  putting  them 
together:  fome  were  ordered  to  collect  fuel,  and 
others  to  carry  it  to  an  adjoining  hill,  in  order  to 
be  kindled  at  the  dole  of  day,  and  kept  burning 
during  the  night,  by  way  of  fignal,  to  let  the  boats  - 
know  that  the  party  were  fafe,  and  that  they  had 
not  yet  relinqiiiflied  the  fearch.  Add  to  thefe  or- 
ders, that  a  fentinel  was  to  attend  the  fire  in  the 
night,  and  a  watch  to  be  regularly  fet  and  relieved 
to  guard  the  tents.  In  the  mean  time,  the  gentle- 
men amufed  themfelves  by  taking  a  view  of  the 
lagoon  from  the  hills,  and  obferving  its  extent.  It 
is  bounded  on  three  fides  by  a  ridge  of  hills,  and 
open  only  to  the  N.  W.  from  which  quarter  they 
had  approached  it.  They  alfo  obferved  an  open 
down  to  trend  towards  the  ftiore,  by  which  the  low 
grounds  were  divided,  and  hence  they  concluded, 
that  their  return  would  be  much  Ihortened.  Be- 
fore night  fet  in,  the  tents  were  compleated,  and 
the  orders  that  had  been  given  were  carried  punc- 
tually into  execution  ;  the  fire  was  lighted,  the 
fentinel  at  his  flation,  the  watch  fet,  and  the  party 
all  retired  to  reft.  About  midnight  the  centinel, 
who  attended  the  fire,  was  furprized  by  a  four- footed 
monfter,  that  had  ftole  upon  him  with  a  flow  and 
folemn  pace,  and  was  juft  ready  to  feizehim,  when 
he  flarted  fuddenly  from  it,  and  flew  down  to  the 
tents  to  apprize  the  watch.  The  ofiicer  on  duty 
was  prefently  made  acquainted  with  the  impending 
danger,  who  immediately  called  to  their  afilftance 
the  ferjeant  of  marines,  the  fecond  mate,  and  the 
armourer,  the  ftouteft  men  of  the  party.  With  this 
reinforcement  th^y  marched  up  the  hill  in  form, 
Mr.  Hollinglby  and  Mr.  Dixon  in  front,  the  fer- 
jeant and  the  fentinel  in  the  next  line,  and  two 
failors  in  the  rear.  As  they  approached  the  fire,  the 
fentinel,  peeping  from  behind  the  armourer,  be|ield 
the  monfter  through  the  fmoke,  as  tall  ag^in  as  he 
appeared  before,  and  defired  the  front  line  to  kned 
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and  fire  ;  but  the  armourer  fearing  neither  devil  nor 
jnonfter,  determined  to  face  the^  enemy.  He  there- 
fore adv^anced  boldly,  and  looking  fharply,  took 
the  monfter  for  a  man,  and  called  to  him  to  fpeak, 
in  the  ufual  phrafe  of  a  feaman.  But  what  was 
their  aftonilhment,  when  they  beheld  the  very  iden- 
tical Thomas  Trecher,  of  whom  they  had  been  in 
fearch  ib  long,  crawling  upon  all  fours,  for  his  feet 
were  fo  bliftered  that  he  could  not  itand,  and  his 
throat  fo  parched  that  he  could  not  fpeak.  It  is 
hard  to  fay  which  was  predominant,  their  furprize 
or  joy.  No  time,  however,  w  as  loll  in  adminifter- 
ing  relief.  Some  ran  to  the  tents  to  tell  the  news, 
and  to  bring  fome  refrelhment,  M'hile  the  reft  fncve 
to  eafe  him,  by  fupporting  him  in  their  arms.  In 
a  few  minutes  he  was  furrounded  by  the  whole 
party,  fome  eager  to  hear  his  ftory,  and  all  to  give 
him  relief.  The  officers  brought  him  cordials, 
which  they  adminifteredfparingly  till  he  was  brought 
to  his  fpeech.  He  was  a  moil  affefting  fpeclade, 
bliftered  from  head  to  foot  by  poifonous  infects, 
whofe  venomous  flings  had  caufed  fuch  an  intoler- 
able inching,  that  his  very  blood  was  inflamed  by 
conftant  rubbing.  By  anointing  him  with  oil,  the 
acrimony  in  fome  degree  abated,  and  by  frequently 
giving  him  fmall  quantities  of  tea  mixed  with  a 
little  brandy,  they  brought  him  to  his  fpeech  ;  but 
it  was  fome  days  before  he  recovered  the  perfect  ufe 
of  his  fenfes.  As  foon  as  they  had  recovered  him 
fo  far,  by  proper  refrefhments,  as  to  entertain  hopes 
of  faving  his  life,  they  carried  him  to  bed,  and  or- 
dered one  of  his  melJinates  to  attend  him.  In  the 
morning  his  fever  was  abated  ;  but  there  arofe  a 
diiKculty,  how  he  was  to  be  conveyed  more  than 
twelve  miles,  through  a  country,  fuch  as  has  been 
defcribed,  in  his  weak  condition.  To  Englifh  failors 
nothing,  that  is  not  impoflible,  is  impraclicable. 
One  of  them  remembered  that,  when  he  was  a  boy, 
]iis  fchoolfeliows  ufed  to  divert   themfelves  with 
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making  fedan  chairs  of  ruflies,  and  he  thought  it 
an  eafy  matter  to  frame  fiich  a  one  from  the  mate- 
rials in  the  thicket,  that  would  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
This  was  no  fooner  propofed  than  executed,  and  a 
machine  contrived,  in  which  they  took  it  by  turns 
to  carry  him  through  almoft  infurmountable  ob- 
ftruclions.  Thegentlemen  had,  indeed,  difcovered 
a  lefs  encumbered  paffage  than  that,  through  which 
they  had  made  their  way  the  day  before ;  but  if 
reached  very  little  farther  than  they  could  fee  with 
the  naked  eye  j  all  the  low  ground  beyond  was 
fwampy  and  reedy,  and  abounding  with  infects  of  va- 
rious kinds.  In  the  evening,  inexpreflibly  fatigued, 
they  reached  the  beach,  where  the  Difcovery's  cut- 
ter was  grounded,  and  where  likcwife  the  Refolu- 
tion's  boat,  that  had  been  waiting  all  the  day  before 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  peninfula,  was  arrived. 
After  fome  flight  refrefhrnerit,  each  party  repaired 
to  their  own  fhip  ;  and  Trecher,  being  committed 
to  the  furgeon*s  care,  recovered  gradually,  but  it 
v/as  fome  weeks  before  he  was  fit  to  do  duty.  Con- 
fidering  what  ftrange  people  the  generality  of  failors 
are,  while  on  fhore,  we  might,  inftead  of  being 
much  furprized,  that  the  two  feamen  ihouid  lofe 
their  way,  rather  wonder  that  no  more  of  them 
were  miffing. 

This  day,  (TuePJay,  the  30th)  Captain  Cook,  and 
Mefirs.  King  and  Bailey,  repaired  in  the  morning  to 
tlie  fmali  ifland,  to  obferve  the  eclipfe  of  the  iun. 
The  fky  was  overcaft  at  times  ;  but  it  was  clear 
w  hen  the  eclipfe  ended.  Having  fome  yams  and 
cocoa-nuts  on  board,  in  a  (late  of  vegetation,  we 
planted  them  on  this  fpot,  and  Ibme  feeds  of  me- 
lons were  fown  in  another  place.  The  captain  alfo 
left  on  this  little  ille  a  bottle,  having  this  infcrip- 
tion  : 

Georgms  Terfius,  Rex,  31  Decemhtis,  1777. 
7,r  f  Rcfolution.    Jac.  Cooky  Pr. 

/  Ui/'.ovcry,  Ci?r.  Uerke,  rr. 
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On  Thurfday  the  i  ft  of  January,  our  .  -^  ^ 
boats  were  fent  out  to  bring  on  board  '  *  77  • 
our  different  parties  employed  on  Ihore,  who,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  week,  had  taken  more  than  loo 
turtle,  from  150  to  300  pdund  weight :  but  we  had 
not  been  able  to  difcover  any  frefh  water.  It  being 
late  before  this  bufinefs  was  completed,  the  captain 
thought  proper  to  defer  failing  till  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  turtle  we  procured  at  this  illand  were  all 
of  the  green  fort,  and,  perhaps,  not  inferior  in 
goodnels  to  any  in  the  world.  We  alfo  caught  with 
hook  and  line,  a  great  quantity  of  fifli,  principally 
confiding  of  cavallies,  fnappers,  and  a  few  rock  filh 
of  two  ipecies,  one  with  whitifh  ftreaks  fcattered 
about,  and  the  other  with  numerous  blue  fpots. 
The  foil  of  this  ifland,  (to  which  the  name  of 
Chriftmas  Illand  was  given,  becaufe  we  kept  that 
feftival  here,)  is,  in  fome  places,  light  and  blackifh, 
and  compofed  of  fand,  the  dung  of  birds,  and  rot- 
ten vegetables.  In  other  parts,  it  is  formed  of  broken 
coral  ftones,  decayed  fliells,  and  other  marine  pro- 
ductions. Thefe  are  depofited  in  long,  narrow 
ridges,  lying  parallel  with  the  fea-coaft ;  and  mull 
have  been  thrown  up  by  the  waves,  though  they  do 
not  reach  at  prefent,  within  a  mile  of  thefe  places. 
This  feems  to  prove  inconteftibly,  that  the  ifland 
has  been  produced  by  different  accefTions  from  the 
fea,  and  is  in  a  ftate  of  augmentation  ;  the  broken 
pieces  of  coral,  and  likevvife  many  of  the  fhells,  be- 
ing too  large  and  heavy  to  have  been  brought  from 
the  beach  by  any  birds  to  the  places  where  they  are 
now  lying.  Though  we  could  not,  after  repeatedly 
diggings  find  a  drop  of  frefh  water,  we  met  with 
feverai  fait  ponds,  which,  as  they  had  no  commu- 
nication with  the  fea,  were  probably  filled  by  the 
water  filtrating  through  the  fand  during  the  time  of 
high  tides.  One  of  the  men  who  loil  their  way 
found  fome.  fait  on  the  fouth-eaflern  part  of  the 
ilUnd.     We  could  not  difcover  the  fmalicfl  traces 
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Oi  any  human  creature  having  ever. been  here  be- 
fore us  ;  and,  indeed,  fliould  any  one  be  acciden- 
tally driven  on  the  ifland,  or  left  there,  he  would 
hardly  be  able  to  prolong  his  exiftence  :  for  though 
there  are  birds  and  liih  in  abundance,  there  are  no 
vilible  means  of  allaying  thirfl,  nor  any  vegetable 
that  would  ferve  as  a  fubtlitute  for  bread,  or  correal- 
the  bad  effcffts  of  animal  diet.  On  the  few  cocoa- 
liut  trees  upon  the  ifland,  we  found  very  little  fruit, 
and  that  little  not  good.  A  few  low  trees  were  ob- 
lerved  in  fome  pai  ts,  beiides  feveral  fmall  fhrubs 
and  plants,  which  grew  in  a  very  languid  manner. 
We  found  a  fort  of  purflain,  a  fpecies  of  fida,  or 
Indian  mallow,  and  another  plant  that  feemed,  from 
its  leaves,  to  be  a  inefembr'uinthemwn  ;  with  two  forts 
of  grafs.  Under  the  low  trees  fat  vaft  numbers  of 
a  new  fpecies  of  tern,  or  egg-bird,  black  above, 
aad  white  below,  having  a  white  arch  on  the  fore- 
head. Thefe  birds  are  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
common  noddy ;  their  eggs  are  bluifh,  and  fpeckled 
with  black.  There  were  likewife  many  common 
boobies  ;  a  fort  greatly  refembling  a  gannet ;  and 
a  chocolate-coloured  fpecies,  with  a  white  belly. 
Men-of-war  birds,  curlews,  plovers,  and  tropic  birds, 
are  to  be  found  here.  We  faw  numbers  of  land- 
cfabs,  fmall  lizards,  and  feveral  rats  ("mailer  than 
ours.  This  ifland  is  fuppofed  by  Captain  Cook  to 
be  between  [  c.and  20  Leascues  in  circuit.  Its  form 
IS  lemi-circular  j  or  Hke  the  moon  in  her  laft  quarter, 
the  two  horns  being  the  north  and  fouth  points. 
The  weft  fide,  or  the  fmall  iiland  fituate  at  the  en- 
trance into  the  lagoon,  lies  in  202  deg.  30  min.  eaft 
longitude,  and  in  the  latitude  of  1  deg.  59  min. 
north.  Like  moft  of  the  other  ifles  in  this  ocean, 
Chriftmas  Ifland  is  lurrounded  by  a  reef  of  coral 
rock,  extending  but  a  little  way  from  the  ihore ; 
and  further  out  than  this  reef,  on  the  weftern  fide, 
is  a  bank  of  faad,  which  extends  a  mile  into  the 
iea.     There  is  good  anchorage  on  tliis  bank,  in  any 
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depth  between  eighteen  and  thirty  fathom.  Dur- 
ing our  continuance  here,  the  wind  generally  blew 
afrefli  gale  at  E.  by  S.  or  E.  and  we  had  conftantly 
a  great  fwell  from  the  northward,  which  broke  on 
the  reef  in  a  very  violent  manner. 

Friday,  the  2nd,  at  day-break,  we  unmoored,  fee 
fail,  and  refumed  our  northerly  courfe,  with  the 
Difcovery  in  company.  As  we  were  now  clear  of 
land,  had  a  profperous  gale,  and  plenty  of  provi- 
fions,  the  men  were  allowed  turtle  to  boil  with  their 
pork,  which  in  a  few  days  was  difcontinued  by  the 
advice  of  the  furgeon,  and  turtle  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  every  other  kind  of  meat.  This  was  £  -und 
both  healthful  and  nouriftiing,  and  was  therefore  con- 
tinued till  within  a  few  day  s  of  our  arrival  at  another 
ifland,  where  we  met  with  frefh  provifions  and  wa- 
ter equal  to  any  we  brought  with  us  from  the  So- 
ciety Ifles.  On  the  3d,  the  wind  fhifted,  and  a 
ftorm  came  on,  proceeded  by  a  lowering  darknefs, 
that  prefaged  fome  violent  convulfion,  and  foon 
after  it  broke  forth  in  thunder,  lightning,  wind  and 
rain,  which  in  two  hours  increafed  to  fuch  a  raging 
degree,  as  no  man  on  board  had  ever  known  the 
like.  Fortunately,  it  was  but  of  fhort  continuance  ; 
but,  in  that  little  time,  the  fea  broke  over  our 
quarter,  and  cleared  the  decks  of  every  thing  that 
was  loofe.  After  this  we  had  a  gentle  breeze  at  E. 
and  E,  S.  E.  which  continued  till  we  arrived  in  the 
latitude  of  7  deg.  45  min.  N.  and  in  205  deg.  call 
longitude,  where  we  had  one  day  of  perfect  calm. 
A  N.  E.  by  E.  wind  then  fucceeded,  which  blew 
faintly  at  firft,  but  frefhened  as  we  proceeded  north- 
ward. We  daily  obl'erved  tropic  birds,  boobies, 
&c.  and  between  the  latitude  of  10  and  ir  deg.  N. 
we  faw  feveral  turtles.  Though  all  thefe  are  confi- 
dered  as  figns  of  the  proximity  of  land,  we  difco- 
vered  none  till  early  in  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the 
1 8th,  when  an  illand  appeared  bearing  N.  E.  by  E. 
Nut  long  after  more  land  was  feen,  which  bore  N. 
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and  was  totally  detached  from  the  former.  At  noon, 
the  firll  was  I'uppofed  to  be  8  or  9  leagues  diftant. 
Our  longitude  at  this  tim.e,  was  200  deg.  41  min.  E. 
and  our  latitude  21  deg.  12  min.  N.  The  next 
day,  at'  fun-rife,  the  ifland  firft  feen  bore  E.  diftant 
7  leagues.  Not  being  able  to  reach  this,  we  Ihaped 
our  courfe  for  the  other  ;  and  foon  after,  obferved 
a  third  ifland,  bearing  W.N.  W. 

We  had  now  a  fine  breeze  at  E.  by  N.  and,  at 
noon,  the  fecond  ifland,  named  Atooi,  for  the  eaflr 
end  of  which  we  were  fleering,  was  about  two 
leagues  diftant.  As  we  made  a  nearer  approach, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  put  off  from  the  Ihore  in 
their  canoes,  and  very  readily  came  along-fide  the 
fhips.  We  were  agreeably  furprized  to  find,  that 
they  fpoke  a  dialect  of  the  Otaheitean  language. 
They  could  not  be  prevailed  on,  by  any  entreaties, 
to  come  on  board.  We  conveyed  to  thofe  in  the 
neaicfl  canoe  fome  brafs  medals,  tied  to  a  rope;  and 
they,  in  return,  fattened  fome  mackarel  to  the  rope, 
by  way  of  an  equivalent.  This  was  repeated  ;  and 
fome  nails  or  pieces  of  iron,  were  given  them  ;  fcr 
which  they  returned  in  exchange  fome  more  fifh, 
and  a  fweet  potatoe  ;  a  fure  indication  of  their  hav- 
ing fome  notion  of  bartering,  or,  at  leafl,  of  re- 
turning one  prefent  for  another.  One  of  them 
even  offtred  for  fale  the  piece  of  ftuff  which  he  wore 
about  his  waift.  Thefe  people  did  not  exceed  the 
ordinary  lize,  but  are  itoutly  made.  Their  com- 
plexion is  brown  ;  and  though  there  appears  but 
little  difference  in  the  cafts  of  their  colour,  there 
is  a  confiderable  variation  in  their  features.  Moft  of 
them  have  their  hair  cropped  fliort ;  a  few  had  it 
tied  in  a  bunch  at  the  top  of  the  head  ;  and  others 
faffered  it  to  flow  loofe.  It  feemed  to  be  naturally 
black ;  but  the  generality  of  them  had  flained  it 
with  fome  fluff  which  communicated  to  it  a  brown- 
iLh  colour.  Moft  of  them  had  pretty  long  beards. 
Tiiey  had  no  ornaments  about  their  perfons  j  nor 
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did  we  obferve  that  they  had  their  ears  perforated. 
Some  of  them  were  tatooed  on  the  hands,  or  near 
the  groin  ;  and  the  pieces  of  cloth,  worn  by  them 
round  their  middle,  were  curioufly  coloured  with 
white,  black  and  red.  They  feemed  to  be  mild  and 
good  natured  ;  and  were  furnifhed  with  no  arms 
of  any  kind,  except  fome  fmall  ftones,  which  they 
had  manifeftly  brought  for  their  own  defence  ;  and 
thefe  they  threw  into  the  fea  when  they  found  there 
was  no  occalion  for  them.  Perceiving  no  figns  of 
an  anchoring  place,  at  this  eadern  extremity  of  the 
ifland,  we  bore  away  to  leeward,  and  ranged  along 
the  S.  E.  fide  of  the  coaft,  at  the  dillance  of  about 
a.  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fhore.  The  canoes  left 
us  when  we  made  fail  j  but  others  came  off,  as  we 
proceeded  along  the  coaft,  and  brought  with  them 
pigs  and  fome  excellent  potatoes,  which  they  ex- 
changed for  whatever  we  (;fFered  to  them  ;  and  fe- 
veral  fmall  pigs  were  purchafed  by  us  for  a  fix- 
penny  nail  each.  We  pafTed  divers  villages  -,  fome 
of  which  were  fituated  near  the  fea,  and  others  fur- 
ther up  the  country.  The  inhabitants  of  all  of 
them  came  in  crowds  to  thelhore,  and  alTembled  on 
the  elevated  places  to  take  a  view  of  the  Ihips. 
On  this  fide  of  the  ifland  the  land  rifes  in  a  geade 
acclivity  from  the  fea  to  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  occupy  the  central  part  of  the  country, 
except  at  one  place  near  the  eaftern  end,  there  they 
rife  immediately  from  the  fea :  they  feemed  to  be 
compofed  of  Ifone,  or  rocks  lying  in  an  horizontal 
ftrata.  We  obferved  a  few  trees  about  the  villages ; 
near  which  we  could  alfo  difcern  feveral  plantations 
of  fugar-canes  and  plantains.  We  continutd  to 
found,  but  did  not  ftrike  ground  w  ith  a  line  of  50 
fathoms,  till  we  came  abreail  of  a  low  point,  near 
the  N.  W.  extremity  of  the  ifland,  where  we  found 
from  12  to  14  fathoms,  over  a  rocky  bottom. 
Having  pafTed  this  point,  we  met  with  20  fathoms, 
then  i6,  and  at  lafl  5,  over  a  hgttoro  of  fand.     We 
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fpent  the  night  in  ftanding  off  and  on,  and  the  next 
morning,  being  Tuefd ay,  the  20th,  ftood  in  for  the 
land.  We  were  met  by  leveral  canoes  filled  with 
natives,  fome  of  whom  ventured  to  come  on  board. 
None  of  the  inhabitants  we  were  ever  before  con- 
verfant  with,  in  any  other  country  or  ifland,  were 
fo  aftonifhed  as  thefe  people,  upon  entering  our  fiiip. 
Their  eyes  were  inceffantly  rolling  from  one  object 
to  another ;  and  the  wildnefs  of  their  looks  and 
geftures  fully  indicated  their  perfect  ignorance  with 
refpeft  to  every  thing  they  beheld  ;  and  ftrongly 
marked  to  us,  that  they  had  never,  till  the  prefent 
time,  been  vifited  byEuropeans,norbeen  acquainted 
with  any  of  our  commodities,  except  iron.  This 
metal,  however,  they  had  in  all  probability  only 
heard  of,  or  had  perhaps  known  it  in  fome  inconfi- 
derable  quantity,  brought  to  them  at  a  renote 
period.  They  afl>:ed  for  it  by  the  appellation  of 
hamaite,  referring  probably  to  fome  mftrument,  in 
making  which  iron  could  be  ferviceably  employed  ; 
for  they  applied  that  name  to  the  biide  01  a  knife, 
though  they  had  no  idea  of .  that  particular  inftru- 
ment,  which  they  could  not  even  handle  properly. 
They  alfo  frequently  called  iron  by  the  name  ot  toe, 
which  lignifies  a  hatchet,  or  adze.  On  our  iliewing 
them  fome  beads,  they  firft  afked  what  they  werej 
and  then,  whether  they  were  to  be  eaten.  But  on 
their  being  informed,  that  they  were  to  be  hung  m 
their  ears,  they  rejected  them  as  ufelefs.  They  were 
equally  indifferent  with  regard  to  a  lookmg-glafs 
that  we  offered  them,  and  returned  it  for  a  limilar 
reafon.  China  cups,  plates  of  earthen  ware,  and 
other  things  of  that  kind,  were  fo  new  to  them, 
that  they  afked  if  they  were  made  of  wood.  They 
were  in  many  refpects  naturally  polite  ;  or,  atleaft, 
cautious  of  giving  offence.  Some  of  them  juft  be- 
fore they  ventured  aboard,  repeated  a  long  prayer  ; 
and  others,  afterwards,  fang,  and  made  various 
motions  with  their  hands.     On  their  firft  entering 

the 


To    THE   Pacific  Ocean,  &c.     1701 

the  fiiip,  they  attempted  to  fteal  every  thing  that 
they  could  lay  hands  on,  or  rather  take  it  openly,  as 
if  they  fuppofed,  that  we  iliould  either  not  refent 
fuch  behaviour,  or  not  hinder  it.  But  we  foon 
convinced  them  of  their  error  ;  and  when  they  ob- 
ferved  we  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  they  be- 
came iefs  active  in  appropriating  to  themfelves  what 
did  not  belong  to  them. 

About  nine  o'clock,  the  Captain  difpatched  Lieut. 
Williamfon,  with  three  armed  boats,  to  look  out 
for  a  proper  landing  place,  and  for  frefh  water;  with 
orders,  that  if  he  fhould  find  it  neceflary  to  land  in 
fearch  of  the  latter,  he  fhould  not  allow  more  than 
one  man  to  accompany  him  out  of  the  boats.     The 
very  moment  they  were  putting  off"  from  the  fhip, 
one  of  the  iflanders  having  ftolen  a  cleaver,  leaped 
overboard,  got  into  his  canoe,  and  haftened  towards 
the  fhore,  while  the  boats  purfued  him  in  vain.    The 
reafon  of  the  commodore's  order,  that  the  crews  of 
the  boats  fhould  not  go  afhore,  was,  that  he  might 
prevent,  if  polTible,  the  importation  of  a  dangerous 
difeafe  into  this  ifland,  which  he  knew  fome  of  our 
people  now  laboured  under,  and  which  we,  unfor- 
tunately, had  received  from,  and  communicated  to, 
other  iilands  in  this  ocean.     From  the  fame  humane 
motive,  he  commanded,  that  all  female  vifitants 
fhould  be  excluded  from  botli  the  fhips.     Many  per- 
fons  of  this  fex  had  come  off  in  the  canoes.    Their 
features,  complexion,  and  ffature,  were  not  very 
different  from  thofe  of  the  men  ;  and  though  their 
countenances  were  extremely  open  and  agreeable, 
few  traces  of  delicacy  were  vihble  either  in  their 
faces  or  other  proportions.     The  only  difference  in 
their  drefs  was  their  having  a  piece  of  cloth  about 
their  bodies,  reaching  from  near  the  middle  almoff 
down  the  knees,  inflead  of  the  maro  worn  by  the 
male  fex.     They  were  as  much  inclined  to  favour 
us  with  their  company  on  board,  as  fome  of  the 
jnen  were  j  but  the  commodore  was  extremely  <ie- 
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lirous  of  preventing  all  conneflion,  which  might, 
in  all  probability,  convey  an  irreparable  injury  to 
themfelves,  and  afterwards,  through  their  means, 
-to  the  whole  nation.  Another  prudent  precaution 
"was  taken,  by  Ibidly  enjoining,  that  no  perfon, 
capable  of  communicating  the  infetlion,  fhould  be 
Tent  on  duty  out  of  the  fliips.  Captain  Cook  had 
paid  equal  attention  to  the  fame  objed,  when  he  firft 
vifitcd  the  Friendly  Hies  ;  but  he  afterwards  found, 
to  his  great  regret,  that  his  endeavours  had  not  fuc- 
ceeded.  And  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
this  will  conftantly  be  the  cafe,  in  fuch  voyages  as 
ours,  whenever  it  is  neceflary  that  many  peoplefliould 
be  employed  on  fhore.  The  opportunities  and  in- 
citements to  an  amorous  intercourfe  are  then  too 
numerous  to  be  effectually  guarded  againfl ;  and 
however  confident  a  commander  may  be  of  the 
health  of  his  men,  he  is  often  undeceived  too  late. 
Among  a  number  of  men,  there  are  in  general  to  be 
found  fome,  who  endeavour  to  conceal  any  venereal 
fymptoms,  and  there  are  others  fo  profligate  and 
abandoned,  as  not  to  care  to  whom  they  communi- 
cate this  difeafe.  We  had  an  inllance  of  this  laft 
obfervation  at  Tongataboo,  in  the  gunner  of  the 
Difcovery,  who  had  been  ftationed  on  fhore.  After 
knowing  that  he  had  contracted  this  diforder,  he 
continued  to  have  connections  with  different  wo- 
men, who  were  fuppofed  to  have  been,  till  that 
time,  free  from  any  infection.  His  companions  re- 
monflrated  to  him  on  this  fcandalous  behaviour 
without  effecft,  till  Captain  Cierke,  being  informed 
of  it,  ordered  him  to  repair  on  board. 

During  the  time  the  boats  were  employed  in  re- 
connoitering  the  coaft,  we  ftood  off  and  on  with 
the  fhips.  Towards  noon  our  lieutenant  returned, 
and  reported,  that  he  had  obferved,  behind  a  beach 
near  one  of  the  villages,  a  large  pond,  faid  by  the 
natives  to  contain  frefli  water,  and  that  there  was 
tolerable  anchoring  ground  before  it.     He  alfo  ha4 

made 
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made  an  attempt  to  land  in  anotherplace,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  iflanders,  who  coming  down  in  great 
numbers  to  the  boats,  endeavojared  to  take  away 
the  oars,  mufquets,  and  every  other  article  they 
could  lay  hold  of;  and  crowded  fo  thick  upon  him, 
and  his  people,  that  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
firing,  by  which  one  man  was  killed.  This  unfor- 
tunate circumftance,  however,  was  not  known  to 
Captain  Cook  till  after  we  had  quitted  the  illand,  fo 
that  all  his  meafures  were  directed  as  if  no  affair  of 
that  kind  had  happened.  Mr.  Williamfon  informed 
him,  that  as  foon  as  the  man  fell,  he  was  taken  up 
and  carried  off  by  his  countrymen,  who  then  re- 
tired from  the  boats  ;  but  ftill  they  made  fignals 
for  our  people  to  land,  which  they  declined.  It 
did  not  appear,  that  the  natives  had  the  leaft  inten- 
tion of  killing,  or  even  hurting  any  of  them,  but 
were  excited  by  curiofity  alone,  to  get  from  them 
what  they  had,  being  prepared  to  give,  in  return, 
any  thing  that  appertained  to  themfelves.  Captain 
Cook  then  difpatched  one  of  the  boats  to  lie  in  the 
beft  anchoring  ground  ;  and,  when  fhe  had  gained 
this  ftation,  we  bore  down  with  the  fliips,  and  caft 
anchor  in  25  fathoms  water,  over  a  fandy  bottom. 
The  eaftern  point  of  the  road,  which  was  the  low 
point  already  mentioned,  bore  fouth  31  deg.  call; 
the  weft  point  north  6^  deg.  weft;  and  the  village 
near  which  the  frefli  water  was  faid  to  be,  was  one 
mile  diftant.  The  fliips  being  thus  iiationed,  be- 
tween three  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  captain 
went  afliore  with  three  armed  boats,  and  twelve  of 
the  marines,  with  a  view  of  examining  the  water, 
and  trying  the  difpofition  of  the  natives,  who  had 
aflembled  in  confiderable  numbers  on  a  fandy  beach 
before  the  village  ;  behind  it  was  a  valley,  in  which 
was  the  piece  of  water.  The  moment  he  leaped  on 
fhore,  all  the  iflanders  fell  proftrate  upon  their  faces, 
and  continued  in  that  poilure,  till,  by  ligns,  he  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  rile.  They  then  prefented  to  him 
/J  many 
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many  fmall  pigs,  with  plantain  trees,  making  ufe 
of  nearly  the  lame  ceremonies  which  we  had  feen 
praclifed,  on  fimilar  occafions,  at  the  Society,  and 
other  iOes,  and  a  long  oration  or  prayer  being  pro- 
nounced by  an  individual,  in  which  others  of  the 
affembly  joined  occafionally.  The  captain  lignified 
his  acceptance  of  their  proffered  friendfhip,  by  be- 
llowing on  them,  in  return,  fuch  prefents  as  he  had 
brought  afhore.  This  introductory  bulinefs  being 
ended,  he  ftationed  a  guard  upon  the  beach,  and 
was  then  conduced  by  feme  of  the  natives  to  the 
"vyater,  which  was  extremely  good,  and  fo  conlider- 
able  a  collection,  that  it  might  be  denominated  a 
lake.  After  this  he  returned  on  board,  and  gave 
orders,  that  preparations  fliould  be  made  for  filling 
our  water  cafks  in  the  morning,  at  which  time  we 
went  afhore  with  fome  of  our  people,  having  a  party 
of  marines  for  our  guard.  We  had  no  fooner  landed, 
than  a  trade  was  entered  into  for  potatoes  and  hogs, 
which  the  iilanders  bartered  for  nails  and  pieces  of 
iron.  Far  from  giving  any  obflrudion  to  our  men, 
who  were  occupied  in  watering,  they  even  aflifled 
them  in  rolling  the  cafks  to  and  from  the  pool,  and 
performed  with  alacrity  whatever  was  required  of 
them.  Leaving  the  command  of  this  ftation  to  Mr. 
Williamfon,  who  landed  with  us,  we  made  an  ex- 
curfion  up  the  country,  into  the  valley,  accompa- 
nied by  Meflrs.  Anderfon  and  Webber,  and  by  a 
numerous  train  of  natives,  one  of  whom,  who  had 
been  very  a<51:ive  in  keeping  the  others  in  order,  the 
captain  made  choice  of  as  our  guide.  This  man, 
from  time  to  time,  proclaiming  the  approach  of  our 
gentlemen,  every  perfon  who  met  them  fell  proitrate 
op  the  ground,  and  remained  in  that  poiition  till 
we  had  pafTed.  This,  as  we  were  afterwards  in- 
formed, is  the  method  of  Ihewing  refpecl  to  their 
own  chiefs.  At  every  village,  as  the  fliips  ranged 
along  the  coaft,  we  had  defcried  one  or  more  ele- 
vated white  objeds,    refembling  obeliiks  j  one  of 

which. 
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which,  fuppofed  to  be  at  leaft  fifty  feet  high,  was 
very  confpicuous  from  our  anchoring  place,  and 
feemed  to  be  at  a  fmall  diftance  up  this  valley.  To 
have  a  nearer  view  of  it  was  the  principal  niotive 
of  our  walk;  but  it  happened  to  be  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  that  we  could  not  get  at  it,  the  pool  of  water 
feparating  it  from  us.  However,  as  there  was  ano- 
ther of  the  fame  kind  about  half  a  mile  diftant  upon 
Gur  fide  of  the  valley,  we  fet  out  to  vifit  that.  We 
found  it  to  be  fituated  in  a  burying  ground,  or 
morai,  which  bore  a  ftriking  refembl.^nce,  in  feve- 
ral  refpe<^s,  to  thofe  we  had  feen  at  Otaheite,  and 
other  iflands.  It  was  an  oblong  fpace,  of  confiderable 
extent,  environed  by  a  ftone  wall,  four  or  live  feet 
high.  The  enclofed  fpace  was  loofely  paved,  and  at 
one  end  of  it  was  placed  the  obelifk  or  pyramid, 
called  by  the  natives  henananoo,  which  was  an  ex- 
act model  of  the  larger  one  we  had  feen  from  the 
jQiips.  It  was  about  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  four 
feet  fquare  at  the  bafe.,  Its  four  fides  were  formed  of 
fmall  poles,  interwoven  with  twigs  and  branches, 
thus  compofing  an  indifferent  wicker-work,  hollow 
within,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  It  appeared 
to  be  in  a  ruinous  Hate,  and  had  been  originally  co- 
vered with  a  thin  greyifii  cloth.  On  each  fide  of 
it  were  long  pieces  of  wicker-work,  termed  herea- 
nee,  in  a  condition  equally  ruinous,  with  two  poles 
inclining  towards  each  other  at  one  corner,  on  which 
fome  plantains  were  placed  on  a  board,  fixed  at  the 
height  of  about  fix  feet.  This  the  iflanders  call 
herairemy,  and  they  laid  the  fruit  was  offered  to 
their  deity.  Before  the  henananoo  were  ieveral 
pieces  of  wood,  carved  in  fome  refemblance  of  hu- 
man figures.  There  was  alfo  a  ftone  near  two  feet 
in  height,  covered  with  cloth.  Adjoining  to  this, 
on  the  outfi-ie  of  the  morai,  was  a  fmall  fhed,  which 
they  call  hareepahoo  ;  and  before  it  was  a  grave, 
where  the  remains  of  a  woman  had  been  depofited. 
On  the  further  fide  of  the  area  of  the  morai  was  a 
No.  60.  ioG  houfe, 
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lioufe,  or  fhed,  called  hemanaa,  about  forty  feet  in 
length,  ten  in  breadth,  but  narrower  at  each  end  : 
though  confiderably  longer,  it  was  lower  than  their 
common  habitations.     Oppofite  the  entrance  into 
this  houfe  ftood  two  images,  near  three  feet  high, 
cut  out  of  one  piece  of  wood,  with  pedeftals  :  they 
were  faid  to  be  Eatooa  no  Veheina,  or  reprefenta- 
tions  of  goddeffes,  and  were  not  very  indifferent 
either  in  delign  or  execution.     On  the  head  of  one 
of  them  was  a  cylindrical  cap,  not  unlike  the  head- 
drefs  at  Otaheite,  called  tomou  ;  and  on  that  of  the 
other,  a  carved  helmet,  fomewhat  refembling  thofe 
of  the  antient  warriors,  and  both  of  them  had  pieces 
of  cloth  faftened  about  the  loins,  and  hanging  dow» 
a  confiderable  way,     A  t  the  fide  of  each  was  alfo  a 
piece  of  carved  wood,  with  cloth  hung  on  it.     Be- 
fore the  pedeftals  lay  a  quantity  of  fern,  that  had 
been  placed  there  at  different  times.     In  the  middle 
of  the  houfe,  and  before  the  images,  was  an  oblong 
fpace,  inclofed  by  an  edging  of  ftone,  and  covered 
with  fhreds  of  cloth :  this  was  the  grave  of  feven 
chiefs,  and  was  called  heneene.     We  had  already 
met  with  fo  many  inftances  of  refemblance,  between 
the  morai  we  were  now  vifiting,  and  thofe  of  the 
iflands  we  had  lately  vifited,  that  we  entertained 
little  doubt  in  our  own  minds  of  the  limilarity  in 
their  rites,  and  particularly  in  the  horrid  oblation 
of  human  facrilices.     Our  fufpicions  were  foon  con- 
firmed ;  for  on  one  fide  of  the  entrance  into  the 
hemanaa  we  obferved  a  fmall  fquare  place,  andano.- 
ther  ftill  fmaller;  and  on  alking  what  thefe  were, 
we  were  informed  by  our  conductor,  that  in  one 
of  them  was  interred  a  man,  and  in  the  other  a 
h/og,  both  which  had  been  offered  up  to  ,the  deity. 
At:  no  great  diflance  from  thefe  were  three  other 
Iquare  inclofed  places,  with  two  pieces  of  carved 
wood  at  each  of  them,  and  a  heap  of  fern  upon 
them.     Thefe  were  the  graves  of  three  chiefs,  and 
before  them  was  an  iiiciofed  fpace,  of  an  oblong 
4  ^  figure. 


To    THE  Pacific   Ocean,  &g.     1707 

figure,  called  Tangatataboo,  by  our  guide,  who  de- 
clared to  us,  that  three  human  facrifices,  one  at  the 
funeral  of  each  chief,  had  been  buried  there.  In- 
deed, every  appearance  induced  us  to  believe,  that 
this  inhuman  practice  was  very  general.  In  many 
fpots  within  thisburying-ground,  were  planted  trees 
of  the  Morinda  Citrifolia,  and  Cordia  Sebaftina,  be- 
iides  feveral  plants  of  the  Etee,  with  the  leaves  of 
which  the  hemanaa  was  thatched. 

Our  journey  to  and  from  this  morai,  lay  through 
the  plantations.  We  obferved  moi\  of  the  ground 
was  perfectly  flat,  with  ditches  interfecling  different 
parts,  and  roads  thatfeemed  to  have  been  raifed  to 
fome  height  by  art.  ^  The  intervening  fpaces,  in 
general,  were  planted  with  taro,  which  grew  with 
great  vigour.  There  were  feveral  fpots  where  the 
cloth-mulberry  was  planted,  in  regular  rows  ;  this 
alfo  grew  vigoroufly.  The  cocoa-trees  were  in  a 
lefs  thriving  condition,  and  were  all  low ;  but  the 
plantain-trees  made  a  pretty  good  appearance.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  trees  that  are  moft  numerous  around 
this  village,  are  the  cordia  febaftina.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  village  is  near  the  beach,  and  confifts 
of  upwards  of  fixty  houfes  there,  and  we  faw  near 
forty  more  fcattered  about  towards  the  morai. 
After  we  had  carefully  examined  whatever  was 
worthy  of  notice  about  the  morai,  we  returned  by 
a  different  rout.  We  found  a  multitude  collected 
at  the  beach,  and  a  brilk  trade  for  fowls,  pigs,  and 
vegetables,  going  on,  wdth  the  greatefl  order  and 
decorum  :  at  noon  Captain  Cook  went  on  board  to 
dinner,  and  then  fent  Mr.  King  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  party  on  iliore.  During  the  afternoon 
he  landed  again,  accompanied  by  Captain  Clerke, 
intending  to  make  another  excurlion  up  the  coun- 
try ;  but  before  he  could  execute  this  defign  the 
day  was  too  far  fpent;  he  therefore  relinquiflied 
his  intention  for  the  prefent,  and  no  opportunity 
5^fterwards  occurred. 

10  G  2  Towards 
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Towards  fun-fet,  the  captain  and  our  people  re- 
tured  on  board,  after  having  procured,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  day,  nine  tons  of  water,  and   (principally 
by  exchanging  nails,  and  pieces  of  iron)  feventy 
pigs,  fome  fowls,  plantains,  potatoes,  and  taro  roots. 
In  this  commercial  intercourfe,the  iflandersdeferved 
our  beft  commendations,  making  no  attempts  to 
cheat  us,  either^along  fide  our  {hips,  or  on  Ihore. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  as  we  have  already  related, 
betrayed  at  firft  a  pilfering  difpofition,  or,  perhaps, 
they  imagined  that  they  had  aright  to  all  they  could 
lay  their  hands  on  j  but  they  quickly  deiifted  from 
a  conduct,  which,  we  convinced  them,  could  not 
be  perfevered  in  with  impunity.     Among  the  va- 
rious articles  which  they  brought  to  barter  this  day, 
we  were  particularly  pleafed  with  a  fort  of  cloak 
and  cap,  which,  even  in  more  polifhed  countries, 
might  be  efteemed  elegant.     Thefe  cloaks  are  nearly 
of  the  Ihape  and  fize  of  the  fhort  ones  worn  by  the 
men  in  Spain,  and  by  the  women  in  England,  tied 
loofely  before,  and  reaching  to  the  middle  of  the 
back.     The  ground  of  them  is  a  net  work,  with 
the  mofl  beautiful  red  and  yellow  feathers  fo  clofely 
fixed   up  it,    that   the  furface,    both  in  point   of 
fmoothnefs  and  gloffinefs,  refembles  the  richeft  vel- 
vet.    The  methods  of  varying  the  mixture  are 
very  different,    fome  of   them  having  triangular 
fpaces  of  yellow  and  red  alternately ;  others  a  fort 
of  crefcent ;  while  fome  were  entirely  red,  except 
that  they  had  a  broad  yellow  border.     The  brilliant 
colour  of  the  feathers,  in  thofe  cloaks  that  were 
new,  had  a  very  fine  efTecl.     The  natives,  at  firfl', 
fefufed  to  part  with  one  of  thefe  cloaks  for  any 
thing  we  offered  in  exchange,  demanding  no  lefs 
price  than  one  of  our  mufquets.     They  afterwards, 
however,  parted  with  fome  of  them  for  very  large 
nails.     Thofe  of  the  bed  fort  werefcarce  ;  and  it  is 
probable,  that  they  are  ufed  only  on  particular  oc- 
caiions,.     The  caps  are  made  in  the  form  of  a  hel- 
met. 
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met,  with  the  middle  part  or  creft,  frequently  of  a 
hand's  breadth.  They  fit  very  clofe  upon  the  head, 
and  have  notches  to  admit  the  ears.  They  confift 
of  twigs  and  ofiers,  covered  with  net-work,  into 
which  feathers  are  wrought,  as  upon  the  cloaks, 
but  fomewhat  clofer,  and  lefs  diverfifi^d  ;  the  major 
part  being  red,  with  fome  yellow,  green,  or  black 
ftripes,  on  the  fides.  Thefe  caps,  in  all  probability, 
complete  the  drefs,  with  the  cloaks  ;  for  th-e  iilanders 
appeared  fometim.es  in  both  together.  We  could 
not  conjecture  from  whence  they  obtained  fuch  a 
quantity  of  thefe  beautiful  feathers ;  but  we  foon 
procured  incelligence  refpeding  one  fort ;  for  they 
afterwards  brought  for  fale  great  numbers  of  fkins 
of  a  fmall  red  fpecies  of  birds,  frequently  tied  up 
in  bunches  of  twenty  or  upwards,  or  having  a- 
wooden  fkewer  run  through  them.  At  firfl,  thofe 
that  were  purchafed  confifted  only  of  the  fkin  from 
behind  the  wings  forward  ;  but'we  afterwards  ob- 
tained many  with  the  hind  part,  including  the  feet 
and  tail.  The  former  inftantly  fuggefted  to  us  the 
origin  of  the  fable  of  the  birds  of  paradife  being 
deftitute  of  legs,  and  fufEciently  explained  that  par- 
ticular. The  reafon  affigned  by  the  inhabitants  oT 
Atooi  for  the  cuftom  of  cutting  off  the  feet  of  thefe 
birds,  is,  that  by  this  praftice  they  can  preferve  them, 
the  more  eafily,  without  lofing  any  part  which  they 
confider  as  more  valuable.  According  to  Mr.  An- 
derfon,  the  red  bird  of  this  ifland  is  a  fpecies  of 
merops,  about  as  large  as  a  fparrow ;  its  colour  a 
beautiful  fcarlet,  with  the  tails  and  wings  black ; 
a  bill  arched,  and  twice  as  long  as  the  head,  which, 
with  the  feet,  is  of  a  reddifh  hue.  The  contents  of 
the  heads  were  taken  out,  as  in  the  birds  of  paradife ; 
but  we  did  not  find  that  they  pra<5ticed  any  other 
mode  of  preferving  them,  than  that  of  fimple 
drying. 

On  Thurfday  the  iid  we  had  almoft  continual 
rain  for  the  \vhole  morning.    The  wind  was  at  S. 
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E.  S.  S.  E.  and  S.  and  the  furf  broke  fo  high  upoa 
the  {bore,  that  our  boats  were  prevented  from  land- 
ing. We  were  not  in  a  very  fecure  fituation,  there 
being  breakers  within  the  length  of  little  more  than 
two  cables  from  the  Refolution's  ftern.  The  natives, 
notwithftanding  the  furf,  ventured  out  in  their 
canoes,  bringing  off  to  us  hogs  and  vegetables, 
which  they  exchanged,  as  before,  for  our  commo- 
dities. One  of  their  number,  who  offered  fome 
filh-  hooks  for  fale,  was  obferved  to  have  a  very  fmall 
parcel,  faftened  to  the  firing  of  one  of  them,  whicli 
he  carefully  feparated,  and  referved  for  himfdf, 
when  he  had  difpofed  of  the  hook.  Upon  being 
afked  what  it  was,  he  pointed  to  his  belly  ;  faying, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  was  bad.  He  was  requefled  to 
open  the  parcel,  which  he  did  with  great  relu6lance, 
and  we  found  that  itcontained  a  fmall  thin  piece  of 
flefh,  Nvdiich  had,  to  all  appearance,  been  dried,  but 
was  at  prefent  wet  with  fait  water.  Imagining  that 
it  might  be  human  flefh,  we  put  the  queftion  to  the 
producer  of  it,  who  anfwered,  that  the  flefh  was 
part  of  a  man.  Another  of  the  iflanders  who  flood 
near  him  was  then  alked,  whether  it  was  a  caiftora 
among  them  to  eat  their  enemies  who  had  been  flain 
itt  battle ;  and  he  immediately  replied  in  the  affir- 
mative. In  the  afternoon  we  had  fome  intervals  of 
fair  weather.  The  wind  then  changed  to  the  E. 
and  N.  E.  but,  towards  the  evening,  it  veered  back 
again  to  S.  S,  E.  The  rain  alfo  returning,  conti- 
nued the  whole  night,  but  was  not  attended  with 
much  wind.  On  the  23d,  at  feven  o'clock  A.  M. 
a  north-eaflerly  breeze  fpringing  up,  our  anchors 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  up,  with  a  view  of  re- 
moving the  Refolution  further  out.  As  foon  as  the 
laft  anchor  was  up,  the  wind  veering  to  the  eaft, 
rendered  it  neceflhry  to  make  all  the  fail  we  could, 
for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  the  fhore  ;  fo  that  before 
we  had  good  fea-room,  we  were  diven  confiderably 
to  leeward.     We  endeavoured  to  regain  the  road^ 

but 
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but  having  a  ftrong  current  agalnft  us,  and  very 
little  wind,  we  could  not  accomplifh  that  defign. 
Our  Commodore  therefore  dilpatched  Meffrs.  King 
and  WilHamfon  afliore,  with  three  boats,  to  procure 
water  and  refrefhments,  fending  at  the  fame  time, 
an  order  to  Captain  Clerke,  to  put  to  fea  after  him, 
if  he  ihould'  find  that  the  Refolution  was  unable  to 
recover  the  road.  Having  hopes  of  finding  perhaps 
a  harbour,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  we  were 
the  lefs  anxious  of  regaining  our  former  ftation  ; 
but  boats  having  been  fent  thither,  we  kept  as  much 
as  pollible  to  windward,  notwrthftanding  which, 
at  noon,  our  fhip  was  three  leagues  to  leeward.  As 
we  approached  the  weft  end,  we  found  that  the 
coaft  rounded  gradually,  to  the  N.  E.  without  form- 
ing a  cove,  or  creek,  wherein  a  veflel  might  befhel- 
tered  from  the  violence  of  the  fwell,  which  rolling 
in  from  the  northward,  broke  againft  the  fliore  in 
an  amazing  furf :  all  hopes,  therefore,  of  meeting 
with  a  harbour  here  foon  vanilhed.  Many  of  the 
natives,  in  their  canoes,  followed  us  as  we  ftood  out 
to  fea,  bartering  various  articles.  As  we  were  ex- 
tremely unwilling,  notwithftanding  the  fufpicious 
circumftances  of  the  preceding  day,  to  believe  that 
thefe  people  were  cannibals,  we  now  made  fome 
further  enquiries  on  this  fubjed.  A  fmall  inftru- 
ment  of  wood,  befet  with  lhark*s  teeth,  had  been 
purchafed,  which,  as  it  refembled  the  faw  or  knife 
made  ufe  of  by  the  favages  of  New  Zealand  to  dif- 
Ted  the  bodies  of  their  enemies,  was  fufpeded  by  us 
to  be  employed  here  for  the  fame  purpofe.  One  of 
the  iflanders  being  queftioned  on  this  point,  informed 
us,  that  the  inftrument  above  mentioned  ferved  the 
purpofe  of  cutting  out  the  flefhy  part  of  the  belly, 
when  any  perfon  wasflain.  This  explained  and  con- 
firmed the  circumftance  before  related,  of  the  man's 
pointing  to  his  belly.  The  native,  however,  from 
whom  we  now  received  this  intelligence,  being  afked 
whether  his  countrymen  eat  the  part  thus  cut  out, 
llrongly  denied  it ;  but  when  the  queftion  was  re- 
peated. 
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peated,  helhewed  feme  degree  of  apprehenfion,  and 
fwam  off  to  his  canoe.  An  elderly  man,  vyho  fat  fore- 
moft  in  the  canoe,  was  then  afked,  whether  they  eat 
the  flelh,  and  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
queftion  being  put  to  him  a  fecond  time,  he  again 
affirmed  the  fad  ;  adding  that  it  was  favoiiry  food- 
In  the  evening,  about  feven  o'clock,  the  boats  re- 
turned with  a  few  hogs,  fome  roots,  plantains,  and 
two  tons  of  vv'ater.  Mr.  King  reported  to  our  com^ 
modore,  that  the  iflandcrs  were  very  numerous  at 
the  watering  place,  and  had  brought  great  num- 
bers of  hogs  to  barter;  but  our  people  had  not 
commodities  with  them  fufficient  to  purchafe  them 
all.  He  alfo  mentioned,  that  the  furf  had  run  fo 
.very  high,  that  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  our 
men  landed,  and  afterwards  got  back  into  the 
boats. 

On  Saturday,  the  24th,  at  day-break,  we  found 
that  our  Ihip  had  been  carried  by  the  currents  to 
the  N.  W.  and  N.  fo  that  the  w^ftern  extremity  of 
Atooi,  bore  E.  at  the  diflance  of  one  league.  A 
northerly  breeze  fprung  up  foon  after,  and,  ex- 
pecting that  this  would  bring  the  Difcpvery  to  fea, 
we  fteered  for  Oneeheow,  a  neighbouring  illand, 
which  then  bore  S.  W.  with  a  view  of  anchoring 
there.  We  continued  to  fteer  for  it  till  pafl  eleven, 
when  we  were  diftant  from  it  about  fix  miles :  but 
not  feeing  the  Difcovery,  we  were  appreheniive  lefl 
fome  ill  confequence  might  arife  from  our  feparat- 
ing  fo  far  ;  we  therefore  relinquiflied  the  delign  of 
vifiting  Oneeheow  for  the  prefent,  and  ftood  back 
to  Atooi,  intending  to  caft  anchor  again  in  the  road, 
in  order  to  complete  ourfupply  of  water.  At  two 
o'clock,  the  northerly  wind  was  fucceeded  by  calms 
and  variable  light  airs,  which  continued  till  eleven 
at  night.  We  ftretched  to  the  S.  E.  till  early  in 
the  morning  of  th-e  25th,  when  we  tacked  and  ftood 
in  for  Atooi  road  ;  and,  not  long  after,  we  were 
joined  by  the  Difcovery.  We  remained  feveral 
days  beating  up,  but  in  vain,  to  regain  our  former 
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birth  ;  and  by  the  morning  of  Thurfday,  the  29th, 
the  currents  had  carried  us  to  the  weftward,  within 
nine  miles  of  Oneeheow.  Weary  with  plying  fo 
unfuccefsfully,  we  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  return- 
ing to  Atooi,  and  refumed  our  intention  of  paying 
a  vifit  to  Oneeheow.  With  this  view  the  mailer 
was  difpatched  in  a  boat  to  found  along  the  coaft, 
and  fearch  for  a  landing  place,  and  afterwards  frefh 
water.  In  the  mean  time  the  (hips  followed  under 
an  eafy  fail.  The  mafter,  at  his  return,  reported, 
that  there  was  tolerable  anehorage  all  along  the 
coaft ;  and  that  he  had  landed  in  one  place, but  could 
not  find  any  frelh  water :  but  being  informed  by 
fome  of  the  natives,  who  had  come  off  to  the  Ihips, 
that  frefli  water  misfht  be  obtained  at  a  villas;e  in 
light,  we  ran  down  and  call  anchor  before  it,  about 
fix  furlongs  from  the  fliore,  the  depth  of  water  be- 
ing 26  fathoms.  The  Difcovery  anchored  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  fhoi'e,  in  23  fathoms.  The 
fouth-eaftern  point  of  Oneeheow  bore  fouth,  65  deg. 
E.  about  one  league  diftant  ;  and  another  iiland 
which  we  had  difcovered  the  preceding  night, 
named  Tahoora,  bore  S.  61  deg.  W.  diftant  7 
leagues. 

Before  we  anchored,  ftveral  canoes  had  come  off 
to  us,  bringing  potatoes,  yams,  fmall  p'gs,  and 
mats.  The  people  refembled  in  their  perfons  the 
inhabitants  of  Atooi,  and,  like  them,  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  ufe  of  iron,  which  they  alked  for 
by  the  names  of  toe  and  hamaite,  readily  parting 
with  all  their  commodities  for  pieces  of  that  metal. 
Some  more  canoes  foon  reached  our  fhips,  after  they 
had  come  to  anchor ;  but  the  ifianders  v/ho  were 
in  thefe  had  apparently  no  otiier  objeci,  than  to 
make  us  a  formal  viiit.  Many  of  them  came  on 
board,  and  crouched  down  on  the  deck ;  nor  did 
they  quit  that  humble  pofture,  till  they  were  re- 
quefted  to  rife.  Several  women,  whom  they  had 
brought  v/ith  them, remained  along-iide  the  canoes. 
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behaving  with  much  lefs  modefty  than  the  females 
of-'  Atooi ;  and,  at  intervals,  they  all  joined  in  a 
fong,  which,  though  not  very  melodious,  was  per- 
formed in  the  exacleft  concert,  by  beating  time 
upon  their  breads  with  their  hands.  The  men  who 
had  come  on  board  did  not  continue  long  with  us  ; 
and  before  their  departure,  fome  of  them  defired 
permifEion  to  lay  down  locks  of  hair  on  the  deck. 
This  day  we  renewed  the  enquiry  whether  thefe 
illanders  were  cannibals,  and  the  fubjecl:  did  not 
arife  from  any  queftions  put  by  us,  but  from  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  feemed  to  remove  all  doubt.  One 
of  the  natives,  who  wiflied  to  get  in  at  the  gun- 
room port,  was  refufed,  and  he  then  afked,  whe- 
ther we  fliould  kill  and  eat  him,  if  he  fliould  come 
in  ?  accompanying  this  queftion  with  figns  fo  ex- 
preffive,  that  we  did  not  entertain  a  doubt  with  re- 
fped  to  his  meaning.  We  had  now  an  opportu- 
nity of  retorting  the  queftion,  a:i  to  this  praftice  ; 
and  a  man  behind  the  other,  in  the  canoe,  inflantly 
replied,  that,  if  we  were  killed  on  fliore,  they  would 
not  fcruple  to  eat  us  ;  not  that  he  meant  they  would 
deflroy  us  for  that  purpofe,  but  that  their  devour- 
ing us  would  be  the  confequence  of  our  being  at 
enmity  with  them.  In  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Gore 
was  fent  with  three  armed  boats,  in  fearch  of  the 
moft  commodious  landing-place  ;  being  alfo  directed 
to  look  for  frefh  water  when  he  fhouid  get  afhore. 
He  returned  in  the  evening,  and  reported,  that  he 
•had  landed  at  the  village,  and  had  been  condudled 
to  a  v/ell  about  half  a  mile  up  the  country  ;  but 
that  the  water  it  contained  was  in  too  fmall  a  quan- 
tity for  our  purpofe,  and  the  road  that  led  to  it  w  as 
extremely  bad. 

On  Friday,  the  30th,  Mr.  Gore  was  fent  afhore 
again,  with  a  guard,  and  a  party  to  trade  with  the 
inhabitants  for  refrelhments.  The  captain's  inten- 
tion was  to  have  followed  loon  afterwards ;  and  he 
went  from  the  fhip  with  that  defign';  but  the  furf 
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had  ^o  greatly  Increafed  by  this  time,  that  he  was 
apprehenfive,  if  he  got   afhore,  he  fliould  not  be 
able  to  make   his  way  back  again.     Ihis  circum- 
fiance  really  happened  to  our  people  who  had  landed 
with  Mr.  Gore  ;  for  the  communication  between 
them  and  the  fliips,  by  our  own  boats,  was  quickly 
flopped.     They  made  a  fignal,  in  the  evening,  for 
the  boats,  which  were  accordingly  fent ;  and  in  a 
fliort  time  afterwards  returned  with  fome  good  ialt, 
and  a  few  yams.     A  confiderable  quantity  of  both 
thefe  articles  had  been  obtained  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  ;  but  the  furf  was  fo  exceedingly  high,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  both  had  been  lolt  in  bringing 
them  off  to  the  boats.     The  officer  and  twenty  men, 
not  venturing  to  run  the  rifque  of  coming  oft,  re- 
mained all  night  on  fhore,  by  which  unfortunate 
circumflance,  "the  very  thing  happened  which  Cap- 
tain Cook,  as   we  have  already  related,  fo  eagerly 
wifhed  to  prevent,  and  imagined. he  had  guarded 
efredually  againfh     However,  the  violence  of  the 
furf  did  not  deter  the  natives  from  coming  off  m 
canoes  to  our  fliips.     They  brought  with  them  fome 
refrefhments,  for  which  we  gave  them  in  exchange, 
fome  nails,  and  pieces  of  iron  hoops  ;  and  we  dif- 
tributed  among  the  women  in  the  canoes,  buttons, 
bracelets,  and  .  many  pieces  of  ribbons.     Some  of 
the  men  had  reprefentations  of  human  figures  punc- 
tured upon  thcii;breafts,  and   one  of   them  had  a 
lizard  reprefented.     Thefe  vifitants  told  us  no  chief 
was  over  this  ifland,  but  that  it  was  fubjecT:  to  one 
of  the  chiefs  of  Atooi,  whofe  name  was  Teneoo- 
iieoo.   Among  other  articles  which  they  now  brought 
off  to  us,  was  a  fmall  drum,  that   had  a  great  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  Otaheite.  .  Between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  wind  became  foutherly, 
and  thefky  feemed  to  indicatean  approaching  ftorm. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  threatening  appearances  or- 
ders were  given  for  the  anchors  to  be  taken  up  ;  and 
the  Ihips being  carried  into  40  fathoms  water,  came 
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to  again  in  that  more  fecure  ftation  :  yet  this  proved 
an  unneceffary  precaution  ;  for  the  wind,  not  long 
after,  veering  to  the  N.  N.  E.  blew  a  freih  gale, 
with  fqualls,  and  violent  Ihowers  of  rain.  This 
■weather  continued  for  the  Avhoie  fucceeding  day^ 
during  which  the  fea  ran  fo  high,  that  all  commu- 
nication with  our  party  on  fhore  was  totally  inter- 
cepted, and  the  illanders  themfelves  would  not 
venture  out  to  the  fhips  in  their  canoes.  Towards 
the  evening,  the  commodore  fent  the  mafter  in  a 
boat  to  the  S.  E.  point  of  the  ifland,  to  try  whether 
he  could  land  in  that  quarter.  He  returned  with 
a  favourable  report ;  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  fend 
for  our  party,  fo  that  they  were  obhgtci  to  fiay 
another  nioht  on  ihore. 

On  Sunday,  the  ill  of  February,  on  the  appear- 
ance of  day-light,  a  boat  was  difpatched  to  the  S.  E. 
points  with  order,  to  Lieuten:rint  Gore,  that,  if  he 
could  not  embark  his  people  from  the  fpot  where 
they  at  prefent  wfere,  he  fhould  march  them  up  to 
the  point.  The  boat  being  prevented  from  getting 
to  the  beach,  one  of  the  crew  fwam  to  the  Ihore, 
and  communicated  the  inliradions.  On  the  return 
of  our  boat,  Captain  Cook  went  himfelf  with  the 
launch  and  pinnace  up  to  the  point,  in  order  to  bring 
off  our  j^arty  from  the  land.  We  took  with  us 
tliree  goats,  one  male,  the  others  female  ;  a  young 
boar  and  few  of  the  Enelifh  breed:  and  aifo  the 
feeds  of  onions,  pum.pkins,  and  melons.  With 
great  cafe,  we  landed  under  the,  weft  fide  of  the 
point,  where  we  found  our  party,  in  Company  with 
f  .me  of  the  natives.  To  one  of  theic,  who  aiium^ed 
fome  degree  of  authority  over  the  reft,  the  captain 
gave  the  goats,  pigs,  and  Iccds.  He  intended  to 
have  left  thele  ufeful  prelcnts  at  Atooi,  had  we  not 
been  unexpectedly  driven  from  thatilland.  While 
our  people  were  wuployed  in  filling  fome  water- 
calks,  from  a  little  ftream  which  the  late  rains  had 
occaiioned,  Captain  Cook  made  a  Ihoit  excurfiojx 

iuto 


To    THE    Pacific  O  c  e  a  n,  &c.     1717 

into  the  country,  accompanied  by  the  ifiander  above- 
mentioned,  and  followed  by  two  others,  who  car- 
ried the  pigs.  When  arrived  upon  a  rifmg  ground, 
the  captain  flopped  to  look  around  him,  and  im- 
mediately obferved  a  woman,  on  the  oppolite  fide 
of  the  valley  in  which  he  had  landed,  calling  out  to 
her  countrymen  who  attended  him.  Upon  this  the 
man  who  a6ted  as  chief  began  to  mutter  fomething, 
as  if  he  was  praying  ;  and  the  two  bearers  of  the 
pigs  continued  walking  round  him  all  the  time, 
making  about  a  dozen  circuits  before  the  other  had 
made  an  end  of  his  oraifon.  This  ftrange  ceremony 
being  performed,  they  proceeded  on  their  walk, 
and  met  people  coming  from  all  parts,  who  upon 
being  called  to  by  the  captain's  attendants,  fell  prof- 
trate  on  their  faces  till  he  was  out  of  light.  The 
ground  over  which  he  paffed,  though  it  was  uncul- 
tivated and  very  floney,  was  covered  with  plants 
and  flirubs,  fome  of  which  perfumed  the  air  with 
the  moll  delicious  fragrance. 

Our  party  who  had  been  detained  fo  long  on 
fhore,  found  in  thofe  parts  of  the  ifland  they  had 
traveifed,  ieveral  fait  ponds,  fome  of  which  had  a 
fmall  quntity  of  water  remaining,  but  others  had 
none.  They  fiiw  no  appearance  of  a  running  ftream ; 
and  though  in  fome  fmall  wells  the  frdli  water  was 
pretty  good,  it  feemed  to  be  ica^  ce.  The  houfes  of 
the  natives  were  thinly  inhabited,  and  fcattered 
about ;  and  it  was  fuppofed,  that  there  were  not 
more  than  500  perfon^  in  the  whole  ifland.  The 
method  of  living  among  thefe  people  was  decent 
and  cleanly.  No  inflance  was  obferved  of  the  men 
and  women  eating  together  ;  and  the  latter  feemed 
in  general  to  be  aflociated  in  companies  by  them- 
felves.  The  only  nuts  of  the  dooe  dooe  are  burned 
by  thefe  iflanders  for  lights  during  the  night  ;  and 
they  di  efs  their  hogs  by  baking  them  in  ovens,  fplit- 
ting  them  through  the  whole  length  of  the  carcafs. 

Our  people  met  with  a  fufllcient  proof  of  the  ex- 
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iftence  of  the  taboo  among  them  ;  for' one  woman 
was  employed  in  feeding  another,  fhe  |3eing  under 
that  interdiction.  Several  other  myfterious  cere- 
monies were  alfo  obferved  ;  one  of  which  was  per- 
formed by  a  woman,  who  threw  a  pig  into  the  furf, 
which  was  drowned  ;  fbe  then  tied  up  a  bundle  of 
wood,  and  difpofed  of  it  in  the  fame  manner.  At 
another  time,  the  fame  female  beat  a  man's  fhoulders 
with  a  ftick,  after  he  had  feated  himfelf  for  that 
purpofe.  An  extraordinary  veneration  feemed  to 
be  paid  here  to  owls,  which  they  keep  very  tame. 
It  is  a  pretty  general  practice  among  them,  to  pull 
out  one  of  their  teeth ;  and  when  they  were  aflied 
the  reafon  of  this  remarkable  cuftom,  the  only  an- 
fwer  they  gave  was,  it  is  teeha  ;  which  was  alfo  the 
reafon  affigned  by  them  for  giving  a  lock  of  hair. 
After  our  water  caflis  had  been  filled,  and  fome 
roots,  fait,  and  falted  fifh,  had  been  purchafed  from 
the  natives,  we  returned  on  board  with  all  our  peor 
pie,  intending  to  make  another  vilit  to  the  ifland 
the  next  day  :  but,  about  feven  in  the  evening,  the 
anchor  of  our  fliip  ftarted,  and  fhe  drove  oflP  the 
bank.  By  this  accident,  we  found  ourfelves,  at 
day-break  the  next  morning,  being  the  2nd,  nine 
miles  to  the  leeward  of  our  lafl  flation  ;  and  the 
captain  forefeeing  that  it  would  require  more  time 
to  regain  ic  than  he  chofe  to  employ,  made  the  fig- 
nal  for  the  Difcovery  to  weigh  anchor  and  join  us. 
At  noon  both  fhips  took  their  departure,  and  fleered 
to  the  northward,  in  pvofecution  of  their  voyage. 
But  before  we  proceed  to  the  northern  hemifphere, 
in  order  to  make  new  difcoverics,  we  fliali  prefent 
the  friends  and  fubicribers  to  this  hiftory  of  voyagesf', 
with  the  obfervations,  made  by  feveral  of  our  gen- 
tlemen, on  this  whole  clufter  of  ifies,  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Sandwich 
lilands,  in  honour  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  Thofe 
which  we  law  are  fituated  between  the  latitude  of 
21  deg.  30  min.  and  22  deg.  15  min,  N,  and  be- 
tween 
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itire  continent,  and  that  what  is  now  the  Great 
Pacific  Ocean  was,  in  the  beginning,  the  Pa- 
;  of  the  World. 
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tween  the  longitude  of  199  deg.  20  min.  and  20 r 
deg.  30  min.  E. 

They  are  not  inferior  in  beauty  and  fertility  to 
the  Friendly  Iflands  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  nor 
are  the  inhabitants  lefs  ingenious  or  civilized.  It  is 
worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  iflands  in  the  Paci- 
fic Ocean,  which  have  been  difcoveredin  the  courfe 
of  our  late  voyages,  have  been  generally  found 
fituate  in  groups  ;  the  fingle  intermediate  ifles,  hi- 
therto met  with,  being  few  in  proportion  to  the 
reft ;  though,  in  all  probability,  there  are  many 
more  of  them  yet  unknown,  which  ferve  as  grada- 
tions of  fteps  between  the  feveral  clufters.  Of  what 
number  this  nevv-difcovered  archipelago  is  compofed, 
muft  be  left  to  the  decifion  of  future  navigators. 
"We  obferved  five  of  them,  whofe  names  are  Woa- 
hoo,  Atooi,  Oneeheow,  Oreehoua,  and  Tahoora. 
This  laft  is  a  fmall  elevated  ifland,  at  the  diftance 
of  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  S.  E.  point  of  Onee- 
heow. We  were  told,  that  it  abounds  with  birds, 
its  fole  inhabitants.  We  alfo  gained  intelligence  of 
the  exiftence  of  a  low  uninhabited  ifland  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, named  Tammata-Pappa.  Befides  thefe 
fix,  we  were  told  that  there  were  fome  other  iflands 
both  to  the  eaftward  and  weftward.  There  feems 
to  be  a  remarkable  conformity  (obferves  one  of  our 
gentlemen)  between  thefe  iflands  and  thofe  of  the 
oppofite  hemifphere,  not  only  in  their  fituation,  but 
in  their  number,  and  in  their  manners,  cuftoms, 
arts,  and  manufadures  of  the  inhabitants ;  yet,  it 
can  fcarcely  be  imagined,  that  they  could  ever  have 
any  communication,  as  the  globe  is  now  confti- 
tuted,  being  more  than  2000  miles  diftant  one  from 
the  other :  but  from  this  general  conformity  among 
the  tropical  iflanders,  fome  have  been  led  to  believe, 
that  the  whole  middle  re2:ion  of  the  earth,  was  once 
one  entire  contment,  and  that  what  is  now  the  Great 
South  Pacific  Ocean  was,  in  the  beginning,  the  Pa- 
radife  of  the  World. 
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'  With  i-efpecl  to  Woahoo,  the  moft  eafterly  of 
thefe  iflands.  Teen  by  us,  we  could  get  no  other  in- 
formation, than  that  it  is  high  land,  and  inhabited. 
But  as  to  Oneeh^ow,  concerning  which  fome  parti- 
culars have  bedn  already  mentioned,  this  lies  feven 
leagues  to  the  weftward  of  our  anchoring-place  at 
Atooi,  and  does  not  exceed  15  leagues,  or  45  miles, 
Sri  circumference.  Yams  are  its  principal  vegetable 
production.  We  procured  fome  fait  here,  called 
by  the  natives  patxii,  which  is  produced  in  fait 
ponds.  With  it  they  cure  both  fiih  and  pork  ;  and 
Ibme  fait  filh,  which  wepurchafed  from  them,  were 
kej)t  very  well,  and  extremely  good.  This  ifland 
Ss  chiefly  lov^^  land,  e!xcept  the  part  oppo.lite  Atooi, 
Vhich  rifes  immediately  from  the  fea  to  a  confider- 
able  height  J  as  does  alio  its  S.  E.  point,  which  ter- 
Yninates  in  a  rautid  hill.  We  know  n6  other  parti- 
ciihirs  concerning  Oneeheow  :  and  of  Oreehoua  we 
can  only  fay,  that  it  is  a  fmall  elevated  ifland,  lying 
lelofe  to  the  north  fide  of  Oneeheow. 

Atooi  was  the  principal  fcene  of  our  operations, 
and  the  lars^efl  ifland  we  faw.  From  our  obferva- 
lions,  we  think  it  to  be  at  leaft  30  miles  in  length 
from  E.  to  W.  from  whence  its  circumference  may 
nearly  be  determined,  though  it  appears  to  be  much 
broader  at  the  E.  than  at  the  W.  point.  The  road, 
or  anchoring  place,  which  oiir  velTels  occupied,  is 
oil  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  about  two  leagues 
from  the  weft  end,  before  a  village,  named  Wymoa. 
As  far  as  \vc  founded,  we  found  the  banks  free 
from  rocks  ;  except  to  the  eaftward  of  the  village, 
where  there ,  projects  a  flioal,  on  which  are  fome 
rocks  and  breakers.  This  road  is  fomewhat  expofed 
to  the  trade  wind  ^  notwithfl:anding  which,  it  is  far 
from  being  a  bad  ilation,  and  greatly  iuperior  to 
th'ofe  which  neceflity  continually  obliges  fhips  to  irfe, 
ir>  countries  where  the  \vinds  are  not  more  variable, 
b'ul:  more  boiiterous  •,  as  at  Madeira,  TenerifFe, 
the  Azores,  &c.     The  landing  too  is  not  fo  difficult 
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as  at  moft  of  thofe  places  ;  and,  imleft  in  foul  wea- 
ther, is  always  practicable.  The  water  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  excellent,  and  may  be  conveyed  with 
eafe  to  the  boats.  But  no  wood  can  be  cut  at  any 
convenient  diftance,  unlefs  the  iflanders  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  part  with  the  etooa  trees,  (for 
that  is  the  name  they  give  to  the  cordia  febaftina) 
that  grow  about  their  villages,  or  fpecies  called  dooe 
dooe,  which  grows  farther  up  the  country.  The 
land  does  not  the  leaft  refemble,  in  its  general  ap- 
pearance, any  of  the  iflands  we  have  vifited  within 
the  tropic  of  Capricorn  ;  if  we  except  its  hills  near 
the  centre,  which  are  high,  but  flope  gradually  to- 
wards the  Tea,  or  lower  lands.  Though  it  prefents 
not  to  the  view  the  delightful  borders  of  Otaheite, 
or  theluxurant  plains  of  Tongataboo,  covered  with 
trees,  which  at  once  afford  a  ilielter  from  the  fcorch- 
jng  rays  of  the  fun,  a  beautiful  profpc6t  to  the  eye, 
and  food  for  the  natives  ;  yet  its  poffcffing  a 
greater  portion  of  gently  rifing  land,  renders  it, 
in  fome  degree,  fuperior  to  the  above-mentioned 
favourite  iflands,  as  being  more  capable  of  improve- 
ment. The  height  of  the  land  within,  and  the 
clouds  which  we  faw,  during  the  whole  time  of  our 
continuance,  hanging  over  it,  and  not  unfrequently 
on  the  other  parts,  feem  to  indicate  that  there  is  a 
fuiEcient  fupply  of  water,  and  that  there  are  fome 
running  ftreams  which  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing,  particularly  in  the  deep  vallies,  at  the  en- 
trance of  which  the  villages  are,  in  general,  fituated. 
The  ground,  from  the  woody  part  to  the  fea,  is 
covered  with  an  excellent  kind  of  grafs,  about  two 
feet  in  height,  which  fometimes  grows  in  tufts,  and 
appeared  capable  of  being  converted  into  abundant 
crops  of  fine  hay.  But  on  this  extenfive  fpace  not 
even  a  fhrub  grows  naturally.  In  the  narrow  valley 
leading  to  the  morai,  the  foil  is  of  a  dark  brown 
colour,  rather  loofe;  but  on  the  high  ground,  it  is 
of  a  reddifh  brown,  more  ftiff  and  clayey.  It  is 
No.  61.  10  I  probably 
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probably  the  fame  all  over  the  cultivated  parts;  for 
what  adhered  to  moft  of  the  potatoes  that  we  pur- 
chafed,  which,  doubtlefs,  came  from  very  different 
fpots,  was  of  this  fort.  Its  quality,  however,  may 
be  better  eftimated  from  its  produftions,  than  from 
its  appearance:  for  the  vale,  or  moift  ground,  pro- 
duces taro,  much  larger  than  any  we  had  ever  feen  ; 
and  the  more  elevated  ground  furnilhes  fweet  pota- 
toes, that  feldom  weigh  lefs  than  two  or  three 
pounds,  and  frequently  weigh  ten,  and  fometimes 
fourteen  pounds. 

Were  we  to  judge  of  the  climate  from  our  expe- 
rience, it  might  be  faid  to  be  very  variable  ;  for  ac- 
cording to  the  general  opinion,  it  was,  at  this  time, 
the  feafon  of  the  year  \vhen  the  weather  is  fuppofed 
to  be  moft  fettled,  the  fun  being  at  his  greateft  an- 
nual diftance.  The  heat  was  now  very  moderate ; 
and  few  of  thofe  inconveniences  to  which  many  of 
the  countries  lying  within  the  tropics  are  fubjecfc, 
either  from  heat,  or  moifture,  feem  to  be  experi- 
-  enced  here.  Nor  did  we  find  any  dews  of  confe- 
quence ;  a  circumftance  which  may  partly  be  ac- 
counted for,  by  the  lower  part  of  the  country  be- 
ing deftitute  of  trees.  The  rock  that  conftitutes 
the  fides  of  the  valley,  is  a  dark  grey  ponderous 
ftone ;  but  honey-combed,  with  fome  fpots  of  a 
rufty  colour,  and  fome  very  minute  fliining  parti- 
cles interfperfed.  It  is  of  an  immenfe  depth,  and 
feems  to  be  divided  into  ftrata,  though  nothing  is 
interpofed  ;  for  the  large  pieces  always  broke  off  to 
a  determinate  thicknefs,  and  did  not  appear  to  have 
adhered  to  thofe  that  were  below  them.  Other 
ftones  are,  in  all  probability,  much  more  various 
than  in  the  fouthern  iHands.  For  during  the  fhort 
time  we  remained  here,  befides  the  lapis  lydius,  we 
found  a  fpecies  of  cream-coloured  whetftone,  fome- 
times variegated  with  whiter  or  blacker  veins  like 
marble  -,  and  common  writing-flate,  as  well  as 
fome  of  a  coarfer  fort ;  and  the  natives  brought  us 
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fome  pieces  of  a  coarfe  whitifli  pumice  ftone.  Wc 
alfo  procured  a  brown  fort  of  haematites,  which 
from  its  being  ftrongly  attracted  by  the  magnet,  dif- 
covered  the  quantity  of  metal  it  contained.  What 
we  faw  of  this  was  cut  artificially,  as  were  alfo  the 
Hates  and  whetftones. 

Of  vegetables,  birds,  fi£h,  and  tame  animals,  we 
faw  various  kinds.  Befides  the  vegetables  purchafed 
by  us  as  refrefhments,  among  which  were,  at  leaft, 
five  or  fix  varieties  of  plantains,  the  ifland  produces 
bread-fruit,  and  the  fugar-cane :  the  former  feems 
to  be  fcarce,  as  we  only  faw  one  tree  of  that  fpecies ; 
but  the  latter  appears  to  be  indigenous  to  thefe 
iflands,  and  rare  in  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
line.  There  are  alfo  here  a  few  cocoa-palms  ;  fome 
yams ;  the  kappe  of  the  Friendly  Ifles,  or  Virginian 
arum  ;  the  etooa  tree,  and  odoriferous  gardenia, 
or  Cape  Jafmine.  We  faw  feveral  trees  of  the  dooe 
dooe,  that  bear  the  oily  nuts,  which  are  (tuck  upon 
a  kind  of  Ikewer,  and  made  ufe  of  as  candles. 
They  are  ufed  in  the  fame  manner  at  Oneeheow,:. 
We  were  not  afhore  at  Atooi  except  in  the  day- 
time, and  then  we  obferved  the  iflanders  wearing 
thefe  nuts,  hung  on  firings,  round  their  necks. 
There  is  a  fpecies  of  fida,  or  Indian  mallow ;  alfo 
the  morinda  citrifolia,  which  is  here  called  none  ; 
a  fpecies  of  convulvulus  ;  the  ava,  or  intoxicating 
pepper,  befides  great  quantities  of  gourds.  Thefe 
laft  grow  to  a  very  large  fize,  and  are  remarkable 
for  their  variety  of  Ihapes,  the  efFecft,  perhaps,  of 
art.  Upon  the  dry  fand,  about  the  village,  grows  a 
plant,  that  had  never  been  feen  by  us  in  this  ocean, 
of  the  fize  of  a  common  thiftle,  and  prickly ;  but 
bearing  a  fine  flower,  greatly  refembling  a  white 
poppy.  The  fcarlet  birds,  brought  for  fale,  were 
never  met  with  alive ;  but  we  faw  a  fmall  one, 
about  the  fize  of  a  canary  bird,  of  a  deep  crimfon 
colour.  We  alfo  faw  a  large  owl,  two  brown  hawks, 
or  kites,  and  a  wild  duck.    We  heard  from  the  na- 
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tives  the  names  of  fome  other  birds  ;  among  which 
were  the  otoo,  or  blueifh  heron,  and  the  torata,  a 
fort  of  whimbrel.  It  is  probable  that  the  fpecies  of 
birds  are  numerous,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  quan- 
tity of  fine  yellow,  green,  and  fmall  velvet-like 
blackifli  feathers,  ufed  upon  the  cloaks,  and  other 
ornaments  worn  by  thefe  people.  Fifli,  and  other 
productions  of  the  fea,  were,  to  appearance,  not 
various  ;  as,  bejfides  the  fmall  mackarel,  we  only  faw 
common  mullets ;  a  fpecies  of  a  chalky  colour  -,  a 
fmall  brownifh  rock-fiili,  adorned  with  blue  fpots  ; 
a  turtle,  which  was  penned  up  in  a  pond  ;  and  three 
or  four  forts  of  fifli  faked.  The  fewfliell-filh  feen 
by  us  were  chiefly  converted  into  ornaments, 
though  they  were  deflitute  of  the  recommendation 
either  of  beauty  or  novelty.  The  only  tame  or  do- 
meftic  animals  that  we  found  here  were  hogs,  dogs, 
and  fowls,  which  were  all  of  the  fame  kind  that  w' e 
met  with  at  the  iflands  of  the  South  Pacific.  There 
are  alfo  fmall  lizards  ;  and  fome  rats,  refembling 
thofe  of  every  ifland  we  had  hitherto  vifited. 

The  inhabitants  of  Atooi  are  of  the  middle  fize, 
and  not  much  tattowed.  In  general  they  are  ftoutly 
made,  with  a  lively  open  countenance;  but  they 
are  remarkable  for  having  neither  a  beautiful  fhape, 
nor  ftriking  features.  Their  vifage,  particularly 
that  of  the  women,  is  fometimes  round  ;  but  in 
others  long  ;  nor  can  it  juftly  be  faid,  that  they  are 
diilinguifiied,  as  a  nation,  by  any  peculiar  caft  of 
countenance.  Their  complexion  is  nearly  of  a  nut 
brown  ;  but  fome  individuals  are  of  a  darker  hue. 
We  have  already  mentioned  the  women  as  being  lit- 
tle more  delicate  than  the  men  in  their  formation ; 
and  we  may  add,  that,  with  few  exceptions,  they 
have  little  claim  to  thofe  peculiarities  that  diftin- 
guifli  the  fex  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  world. 
There  is,  indeed,  a  very  remarkable  equality  in  the 
iize,  colour,  and  figure,  of  the  natives  of  both 
fexes :  upon  the  whole,  however,  they  are  far  from 
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being  ugly,  and  have,  to  all  appearance,  few  na* 
tui  ai  deformifies  of  any  kind.  Their  fkin  is  not 
very  foft,  nor  fliining ;  but  their  eyes  and  teeth 
are,  for  the  moll  part,  pretty  good.  Their  hair, 
in  general,  is  ftraight  -,  and  though  its  natural  co- 
lour is  ufually  black,  they  liain  it,  as  at  the  Friend- 
ly and  other  iflands.  We  perceived  but  few  in- 
Itances  of  corpulence,  and  thefe  more  frequently 
among  the  women  than  the  men  ;  but  it  was  prin- 
cipally among  the  latter  that  perfonal  defects  were 
obferved  ;  though  if  any  of  them  can  lay  claim  to 
a  fliare  of  beauty,  it  appeared  to  be  moft  confpicu- 
ous  among  the  young  men.  They  are  adive,  vigor- 
ous, and  moft  expert  fwimmers  ;  leaving  their  ca- 
noes upon  the  moft  frivolous  occafion  ;  diving^  un- 
der them  ;  and  fwimming  to  others,  though  at  a 
confiderable  diftance.  We  have  frequently  feen 
women  with  infants  at  the  breaft,  when  the  furf 
was  fo  high  as  to  prevent  their  landing  with  canoes, 
leap  overboard,  and  fwim  to  the  ftiore,  without 
endangering  their  little  ones.  They  appear  to  be 
of  a  frank,  chearful  difpofition  ;  and  are  equally  free 
from  the  fickle  levity  which  characterizes  the  inha- 
bitants of  Otaheite,  and  the  fedate  caft,  obfervable 
among  many  of  thofe  of  Tongataboo.  They  feem 
to  cultivate  a  fociableintercourfe  with  each  other ; 
and,  except  the  propenfity  to  thieving,  which  is, 
as  it  were,  innate  in  moft  of  the  people  we  have 
vifited  in  thefe  feas,  they  were  extremely  friendly 
to  us.  And  it  does  no  fmall  credit  to  their  fenfibi- 
lity,  without  flattering  ourfelves,  that  when  they 
faw  the  different  articles  of  our  European  manufac- 
tures, they  could  not  refrain  from  expreiling  their 
aftonifliment,  by  a  mixture  of  joy  and  concern,  that 
feemed  to  apply  the  cafe  as  a  lefTon  of  humility  to 
themfelves ;  and  on  every  occafion,  they  appeared 
to  have  a  proper  confcioufnefs  of  their  own  inferi- 
ority ;  a  behaviour  that  equally  exempts  their  na- 
tional  character  from  the  ridiculous  pride  of  the 

more 


1726   Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

more  poliflied  Japanefe,  and  of  the  ruder  native  of 
Greenland.     It  was  pleafing  to  obferve  with  what 
afledion   the  women  managed  their  infants,  and 
■with    what   alacrity   the    men    contributed    their 
afllftance  in  fuch  a  tender  office  ;  thus  diftinguifhing 
themfelves  from  thofe  favages  who  conlider  a  wife 
and  child  as  things  rather  necelTary  than  deiirable, 
or  worthy  of  their  regard  or  efteem.     From  the 
numbers  that  we  faw  ailembled  at  every  village,  as 
we  coafted  along,  it  may  be  conjecflured,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  pretty  numerous.    In- 
cluding the  ilraggling  houfes,  there  may  perhaps  be, 
in  the  whole  ifland,  lixty  fuch  villages,  as  that  near 
which  our  fliips  anchored ;  and,  if  we  allow  five 
perfons  to  each  houfe,  there  will  be,  in  every  vil- 
lage 500,  or  30,000  upon  the  ifland.     This  num- 
ber is  by  no  means  exaggerated,  for  there  were 
fometimes  3000  people,  atleafl:,  colleded  upon  the 
beach  ;  when  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  above  a 
tenth  part  of  the  whole  were  prefent. 
.  The  ordinary  drefs  of  both  fexes  has  been  al- 
ready defcribed.     The   women  have  often  much 
larger  pieces  of  cloth  wrapped  about  them,  extend- 
ing from  juft  below  the  breafts  to  the  hams,  and 
fometimes  lower  ;  and  feveral  were  obferved  with 
pieces  thrown  loofely  over  their  Ihoulders,  which 
covered   the  greateft  part  of  their  body  ;  but  the 
children,    when  very  young,  are  entirely  naked. 
They  we^r  nothing  upon  the  head  ;  but  the  hair, 
both  of  men  and  women,  is  cut  in  various  forms ; 
and  the  general  fafliion,  particularly  among  the  lat- 
ter, is  to  have  it  fliort  behind,  and  long  before. 
The  men  frequently  had  it  cut  on  each  fide  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  remaining  part  fomewhat  re- 
fembled  the  creft  of  their  caps,  or  that  which,  in 
horfes  manes,  is  called  hogging.     Both  fexcs,  how- 
e.ver,  feemed  to  be  very  carelefs  about  their  hair, 
and  had  no  combs,  nor  any  thing  of  the  kind,  to 
drefs  it  with.     The  men  fumetiaiea  twiil  it  into  a 
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number  of  fepaiate  parcels,  like  the  tails  of  a  wig, 
each  about  as  thick  as  a  finger ;  though  moft  of 
thofe  which  are  fo  long  as  to  reach  far  down  the 
back,  are  artificially  fixed  upon  the  head,  over  their 
own  hair.  Contrary  to  the  general  practice  of  moft 
of  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Sandwich  Ifles  have  not  their  ears  perforated, 
nor  do  they  wear  any  ornaments  in  them.  Both 
men  and  women,  however,  adorn  themfelves  with 
necklaces  compofed  of  bunches  of  fmall  black  cord, 
like  our  hat  firings,  often  above  a  hundred  fold ; 
entirely  refembling  thofe  we  faw  worn  at  Wateeoo, 
except  that,  inltead  of  the  two  little  balls  on  the 
middle  before,  they  fix  a  fmall  piece  of  wood,  Hone, 
or  fhell,  about  two  inches  in  length,  with  a  broad 
hook,  well  polifhed.  They  have  alfo  necklaces  of 
many  firings  of  very  fmall  fliells,  or  of  the  dried 
flowers  of  the  Indian  mallow  ;  and  they  fometimes 
hang  round  their  necks  a  fmall  human  figure  of 
bone,  about  the  length  of  three  inches.'  The  wo- 
men likewife  wear  bracelets  of  a  fingle  fhell,  pieces 
of  black  wood,  with  bits  of  ivory  interfperfed, 
and  neatly  polifhed,  faftened  together  by  a  firing 
drawn  clofely  through  them  ;  or  others  of  hogs 
teeth,  placed  parallel  to  each  other,  with  the  con- 
cave part  outward,  and  the  points  cut  off;  fome  of 
which,  formed  only  of  large  boars'  tufks,  are  very 
elegant.  The  men  fometimes  fix  on  their  heads 
plumes  of  feathers  of  the  tropic  bird  ;  or  thofe  of 
cocks  ;  faftened  round  neat  poliflied  fticks,  two  feet 
in  length  ;  and,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  they  few  the 
fkin  of  a  white  dog's  tail  over  a  ftick,  with  its  tuft 
at  the  end.  They  alfo,  not  unfrequently,  wear  on 
the  head  a  kind  of  ornament,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
finger,  or  more,  covered  with  yellow  and  red  fea- 
thers, curioufly  varied,  and  tied  behind  ;  and,  on 
that  part  of  the  arm  which  is  above  the  elbow,  a  fort 
of  broad  fhell  work,  grounded  upon  net- work.  The 
men  fometimes  puncture  themfelves  upon  their 
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hands  or  arms,  and  near  the  groin  ;  but  frequently 
we  faw  no  marks  at  all  ;  though  a  few  individuals 
had  more  of  this  fpecies  of  ornament  than  we  had 
ufually  feen  at  other  places,  and  curioufly  executed 
in  a  great  variety  of  lines  and  figures,  on  the  arms 
and  fore-part  of  the  body. 

Near  any  of  their  villages,  there  is  no  appearance 
of  defence,  or  fortifications  ;  and  the  houfes  are 
fcattered  about,  without  the  leafl  order.  Some  of 
thefe  habitations  are  large  and  commodious,  from 
forty  to  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty  or  thirty  in 
breadth  ;  while  others  of  them  are  contemptible 
hovels.  Their  figure  refembles  that  of  hay-Hacks, 
or  perhaps  a  better  idea  may  be  conceived  of  them, 
by  fuppofing  the  roof  of  a  barn  placed  on  the  ground, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  high  acute  ridge,  with 
two  low  fides.  The  gable  at  each  end,  correfpond- 
ing  to  the  fides,  makes  thefe  abodes  clofe  all  round, 
and  they  are  well  thatched  with  long  grafs,  which 
is  laid  on  llender  poles*  The  entrance  is  made  either 
in  the  end  or  fide,  and  is  an  oblong  hole,  extremely 
low ;  often  fhut  up  by  a  board  of  planks,  faftened 
together,  which  ferves  as  a  door  •,  but  as  it  has  no 
hinges,  muft  be  removed  occafionally.  No  light 
enters  the  houfe  except  by  this  opening  5  and  though 
fuch  clofe  habitations  may  be  comfortable  places  of 
retreat  in  bad  weather,  they  feem  but  ill  adapted  to 
the  warm  climate  of  this  country.  They  are  kept 
remarkable  clean,  and  the  floors  are  ttrewed  with 
dried  grafs,  over  which  mats  are  fpread  to  fit  and 
fleep  on.  At  one  end  fiiands  a  bench,  about  three 
feet  high,  on  which  the  domeflic  utenfils  are  placed. 
Thefe  confifi  of  gourd  fhells,  whicl^  the  natives  con- 
vert into  vefTels  that  ferve  as  bottles  to  hold  water, 
and  as  bafl^ets  to  contain  various  articles;  alfo  a  few 
wooden  bowls,  and  trenchers  of  various  fizes. 
From  what  we  faw  growing,  and  from  what  was 
brought  to  market,  we  have  no  doubt,  that  fweet 
potatoes,  taro,  and  plantains,  conilitute  the  princi- 
pal 
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pal  part  of  their  vegetable  diet ;  and  that  yams  and 
bread-fruit  are  rather  to  be  confidered  as  rarities. 
Of  animal  food,  they  appear  to  be  in  no  want,  hav- 
ing great  numbers  of  hogs,  which  run,  without  re- 
ftraint,  about  the  houfes  ;  and,  if  they  eat  dogs^ 
which  is  not  improbable,  their  ftock  of  thefe  feemed 
very  confiderable.  The  quantities  of  fifhing  hooks 
found  among  them,  indicate  that  they  procure  a 
tolerable  fupply  of  animal  food  from  the  fea.  They 
have  a  cuftom  of  faking  fifh,  and  Lkewife  pork, 
which  they  preferve  in  gourd-fhells.  The  fait  ufed 
for  this  purpofe  is  of  a  reddifti  colour,  but  not  very 
coarfe,  and  feems  to  be  nearly  the  fame  with  what 
our  ftragglers  found  at  Chriftmas  iiland.  Its  colour 
is  doubtlefs  derived  from  a  mixture  of  mud,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  place  where  it  is  found  ;  for  fomeof 
it,  which  had  adhered  in  lumps,  was  of  a  tolerable 
whitenefs.  They  bake  their  vegetable  articles  of 
food  with  heated  ftones  ;  and,  from  the  great  quan- 
tity which  we  faw  dreffed  at  one  time,  we  imagined, 
that  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  village,  or  at  leaft  a 
confiderable  number  of  people,  joined  in  the  ufe  of 
a  common  oven.  We  did  not  perceive  them  drefs 
any  animal  food  at  this  ifland.  The  only  artificial 
difh  we  faw  them  drefs  was  a  tare  pudding,  which, 
though  very  four,  was  devoured  with  avidity  by  the 
natives.  They  eat  off  a  fort  of  wooden  trenchers; 
and,  as  far  as  we  were  enabled  to  judge  from  one 
infi:ance,  the  women,  if  reftrained  from  feeding  on 
the  fame  difh  with  the  men,  as  is  the  cuftom  at 
Otaheite,  are  at  leaft  allowed  to  eat  in  the  fame  place 
near  them. 

The  amufements  of  thefe  people  are  various* 
We  did  not  fee  the  dances  at  which  they  ufe  the 
feathered  cloaks  and  caps  ;  but,  from  the  motions 
they  made  with  their  hands,  on  other  occafions, 
when  they  lung,  we  judged  that  they  were  fimilar 
to  thofe  we  met  with  at  the  fouthern  iilands,  though 
not  fofkilfully  performed.  They  had  not  among  them 
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'  either  flutes  or  reeds,  and  the  only  two  fnufical  iir* 
ftruments,  feen  by  us,  were  of  an  exceeding  rude 
kind.  One  of  them  does  not  produce  a  melody 
fuperior  to  that  of  a  child's  rattle.  It  confitls  of 
what  may  be  denominated  a  conic  cap  inverted,  but 
very  little  hollowed  at  the  bafe,  made  of  a  fedge- 
like  plant ;  the  upper  part  of  which,  and  likewifc 
the  edges,  are  embeliiilied  with  beautiful  red  fea- 
thers ;  and  to  the  point,  or  lower  part,  is  fixed  a 
gourd-fhell.  Into  this  they  put  fomething  to  rat- 
tle, which  is  done  by  holding-  the  inftrument  by  the 
fmall  part,  and  fliaking  it  brifkly  before  the  face^ 
at  the  fame  time  ftriking  the  brcaft  with  the  other 
hand.  The  Other  inftrument  was  a  hollow  veffel 
of  wood,  not  unlike  a  platter,  accompanied  with 
two  fticks,  whereon  one  of  our  gentlemen  faw  a 
man  performing.  He  held  one  of  the  fticks,  about 
two  f^et  i!i  length,  with  one  hand^  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  hold  a  violin,  and  ftruck  it  with  the 
other,  which  was  fmaller,  and  refembled  a  drum- 
ftick,  in  a  quicker  or  flower  meafure,  beating  with 
his  foot,  at  the  fame  time,  upon  the  hollow  veflfel^ 
that  lay  upon  the  ground  inverted,  and  thus  pro- 
ducing a  tune,  that  was  not  difagrceablc.  This 
mufic  was  accompanied  by  the  vocal  performance 
of  fome  women,  whofe  fong  had  a  pleafmg  efFe<5b; 
They  have  great  numbers  of  fmall  poliflied  rods; 
of  the  length  of  between  four  and  five  feet,  rather 
thicker  than  the  rammer  of  a  mufquet,  with  a  tuft 
of  long  dogs  hair  fixed  on  the  fmall  end.  Thefe 
they  probably  make  ufe  of  in  their  diverfions.  We 
faw  a  native  take  one  of  them  in  his  hand,  and 
Jiolding  it  up,  give  a  fmart  ftroke,  till  it  was  brought 
into  an  horizontal  porition,ilriking  the  ground  with 
his  foot,  on  the  fame  fide,  and  beating  his  breaft 
with  his  other  hand.  They  play  at  bowls  with 
pieces  of  the  whet-ftone,  fliaped  fomewhat  like  a 
checfe,  but  rounded  at  the  edges  and  fides,  which 
are  very  neatly  polillictl.     They  have  other  bowls 
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made  of  a  reddifli-brown  clay,  glazed  over  with  a 
compofition  of  the  fame  colour,  or  of  a  dark-grey 
coarie  flate.  They  alfo  \\ih  as  quoits,  iinall,  flat, 
roundifli  pieces  of  writing  Hate,  fcarcely  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  thick. 

As  to  the  manufa6lures  gf  thefe  people,  they  dif- 
cover  an  extraordinary  degree  of  ingenuity  and 
neatnefs.  Their  cloth  is  made  from  the  morus  pa- 
pyrifera,  and,  doubtlefs,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  at 
Tongataboo  and  Otaheite ;  for  we  bought  fome  of 
the  grooved  llicks  with  which  they  beat  it.  Its 
texture,  however,  though  thicker,  is  inferior  to 
that  of  the  cloth  of  either  of  the  places  juft  men- 
tioned ;  but,  in  colouring  or  ftaining  it,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Atooi  difplay  a  fuperiority  of  tafte,  by  the 
infinite  variety  of  figures  which  they  execute.  Their 
colours,  indeed,,  are  not  very  bright,  except  the 
red  ;  but  the  regularity  of  the  figures  and  llripes  is 
amazing,  for,  as  far  as  we  know,  they  have  nothing 
like  ftamps  or  prints,  to  make  the  imprefiions. 
We  had  no  opportunity  of  learning  in  what  manner 
they  produce  their  colours  ;  but,  betides  the  variety 
of  variegated  forts,  they  have  fome  pieces  of  plain 
white  cloth,  and  others  of  a  fingle  colour,  particu- 
larly light  blue,  and  dark  brown.  In  general,  the 
pieces  brought  to  us  were  about  the  breadth  of  two 
feet,  and  four  or  five  yards  in  length,  being  the 
form  and  quantity  made  ufe  of  by  them  for  the 
common  drefs,  or  maro ;  and  even  fome  of  thefc 
were  compofed  of  pieces  fewed  together.  They 
have  alfo  a  particular  fort  that  is  thin,  and  greatly 
refembles  oil-cloth,  and  which  is  either  oiled,  or 
foaked  in  fome  kind  of  varnifli.  They  fabricate 
numbers  of  white  mats,  which  are  ftrong,  with 
many  red  ftripes,  rhombufes,  and  other  figures  in- 
terwoven on  one  fide.  Thefe,  in  all  probability, 
make,  occafionally,  a  part  of  tlieir  drefs,  for  when 
they  oftered  them  to  fale  they  put  chem  on  their 
backs.  They  manufacture  others  of  a  coarfer  fort, 
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plain  and  ftrong,  which  they  fpread  over  their  floors 
to  fleep  upon.  They  (lain  their  gourd-fhells  neatly 
with  undulated  Hnes,  triangles,  and  other  figures 
of  a  black  colour.  7  hey  alfo  feern  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  art  of  varnifhing,  for  fonie  of  their  ftained 
gourd-fhells  are  covered  with  a  fort  of  lacker  ;  and, 
on  other  occafions,  they  make  ufe  of  a  ftrong  fize, 
or  glutinous  fubftance,  to  fallen  things  together. 
Their  wooden  difhes  and  bowls,  out  oi  which  they 
drink  their  ava,  are  of  the  etooa  tree,  extremely 
neat  and  well  pohfhed.  They  likewife  make  fmall 
iquare  fans  of  mat  or  wicker-work,  with  handles 
of  the  fame,  or  of  wood,  tapering  from  them,  which 
are  curioufly  wrought  with  fmall  cords  of  hair,  and 
cocoa-nut  fibres,  intermixed.  Their  fifiiing  hooks 
are  ingenioufly  made,  fome  of  bone,  many  of  pearl? 
fhell,  and  others  of  wood,  pointed  with  bone.  The 
bones  are  for  the  moft  part  imall,  and  confift  of  two 
pieces,  and  the  various  forts  have  a  baibc,  either  on 
the  infide,  like  ours,  or  on  the  outfide  ;  but  others 
have  both,  the  exterior  being  fartheft  fi  om  the  point. 
Of  the  latter  foit  one  was  piocured,  nine  inches  iri 
length,  made  of  a  fingle  piece  of  bone,  the  elegant 
form  and  polifli  of  which  could  not  be  exceeded  by 
any  European  artifl.  They  polifh  their  (lones  by 
Conflant  friftion,  with  pumice-flone  in  water;  and 
fuch  of  their  tools  as  we  faw,  relembled  tbofe  of  the 
fouthern  iflanders.  Their  hatchets,  or  rather  adzes, 
were  exactly  oF  the  fame  pattern,  formed  either  of 
a  blackifh  ftone,  or  of  a  clay-coloured  one.  They 
have  alio  fmall  inliruments  composed  of  a  fingle 
fhark's  tooth,  fome  of  which  are  fixed  to  the  fore- 
part of  the  jaw-bone  of  a  (^iOf^,  and  others  to  a  thin 
wooden  handle  of  a  fimilar  fliape;  and  at  the  other 
end  there  is  a  bit  of  firing  fattened  through  a  little 
hole.  Thefe  ferve  occafionally  as  knives,  and  are 
probably  ufed  in  carving.  The  only  iron  tools  feen 
among  them,  and  which  they  pofieficd  before  our 
aniyaJ,  were  a  piece  of  iron  hoop,  about  the  length 
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of  two  inches,  fitted  into  a  wooden  handle ;  and 
another  edge-tool,  which  we  fiippofed  to  have  been 
made  of  the  point  of  a  broad  fword.  Their  having 
the  actual  pofTelfion  of  thefe,  and  their  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  this  metal,  inclined  fome 
of  our  people  to  imagine,  that  we  were  not  thefirft 
jEuropean  vifitors  of  thefe  iflands.  But  the  very- 
great  furprize  which  they  tellified  on  feeing  our 
jhips,  and  their  perfect  ignorance  of  the  ufe  of  fire 
arms,  cannot  be  reconciled  with  fuch  an  opinion. 
There  are  feveral  means  by  which  fuch  people  may 
obtain  pieces  of  iron,  or  acquire  the  knowledge  of 
the  exiftence  of  that  metal,  without  having  had  an 
immediate  connection  with  thofe  nations  that  ufe  it. 
We  doubt  not,  that  it  was  unknown  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  till  Magellan  led  the 
way  into  it ;  for  no  navigator,  immediately  after 
his  voyage,  found  any  of  this  metal  in  their  poflef- 
fion  ;  though,  in  the  courfe  of  our  late  voyages,  it 
has  been  remarked,  that  the  ufe  of  it  was  known  at 
feveral  iflands,  which  no  former  European  veffcls 
had  ever,  to  our  knowledge,  vifited.  At  all  the 
places  where  Mendana  touched,  during  his  two 
voyages,  fome  of  it  muft  have  been  left ;  and  this 
would,  doubtlefs,  extend  the  knowledge  of  it  to  all 
the  various  iflands,  with  which  the  people,  whom 
he  vifited,  had  an  immediate  intercourfc.  It  might 
even  have  been  carried  farther,  and  where  fpccimens 
of  this  valuable  article  could  not  be  met  with,  dc- 
fcriptions  might,  in  fome  degree,  ferve  to  make  ii 
known  afterwards,  when  feen.  The  next  voyage 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  Equator,  in  which  any  in- 
-tercourfe  was  had  with  the  people  who  inhabit  the 
iflands  of  this  ocean,  was  that  of  Quiros,  who 
landed  at  Sagittaria,  the  ifland  of  handfome  people, 
and  at  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  at  all  which  places, 
as  well  as  at  thofe  with  which  they  had  any  com- 
munication, it  mufl:  undoubtedly  have  been  made 
jtnowE.     To  him  fucceeded,  in  this  navigation,  Le 
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Maire,  and  Schouten,  whofe  connections  with  the 
natives  began  much  farther  to  the  eaftward,  and 
terminated  at  Cocos  and  Horn  illands.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  the  So- 
ciety ifles,  had  a  knowledge  of  iron,  and  purchafed 
it  with  the  greateft  avidity,  when  Captain  Wallisj 
difcovered  Otaheite ;  and  they  could  only  have  acr 
quired  this  knowledge  through  the  mediation  of 
thofe  neighbouring  iflands  at  which  it  had  been  ori- 
ginally left.  They  acknowledge,  indeed,  that  this 
was  really  the  cafe  ;  and  they  have  llncc  informed 
us,  that  they  held  it  in  fuch  eftimation,  before  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Willis,  that  an  Otaheitean  chief, 
vrho  had  gained  pofleilion  of  two  nails,  received  np 
fmall  emolument,  by  letting  out  the  ufe  of  them 
to  his  neighbours,  for  the  purpofe  of  boring  holes. 
The  natives  of  the  Society  Ifles,  whom  we  found  at 
Wateeoo,  had  been  driven  to  that  place  long  after 
the  knowledge  and  ufe  of  iron  had  been  thus  intro- 
duced among  their  countrymen  j  and  though,  per- 
haps, they  had  no  fpecimen  of  it  with  them,  they 
would  naturally  communicate  at  that  ifland,  by  de- 
fcription,  their  knowledge  of  this  ufeful  metal. 
From  the  people  of  Wateeoo,  again,  thofe  of  Har- 
vey*s  ifland  might  derive  that  inclination  for  it,  of 
which  we  had  fuflicient  proofs  during  our  ftiort  in- 
tercourfe  with  them.  The  confideration  of  thefe 
fads  willfliew  how  the  knowledge  of  iron  has  been 
conveyed  throughout  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  iflands 
that  have  never  had  an  immediate  connexion  with 
Europeans  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that, 
wherever  the  hifl:ory  of  it  only  has  been  reported, 
or  a  very  inconfiderabic  quantity  of  it  has  been  left, 
the  greater  eagernefs  will  be  fliewn  by  the  inhabi- 
tants to  procure  plentiful  fupplies  of  it.  The  ap- 
plication of  thefe  particulars,  to  the  objeft  of  our 
prefent  confideration,  is  manifeft.  The  natives  of 
Atooi  and  Oneeheow,  without  having  ever  been 
\ifited  by  Europeans  before  us,  might  have  received 
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ihis  metal  from  intermediate  iflands,  fituated  be- 
tween them  and  the  Ladrones,  which  the  Spaniards 
have  frequented  almoft  ever  fince  the  period  of 
Magellan's  voyage.  Or,  if  the  diftant  weftern  po- 
fition  of  the  Ladrones,  ihould  detract  from  the  pro- 
bability of  this  folution,  is  there  not  the  American 
continent  to  windward,  where  the  Spaniards  have 
been  fettled  for  upwards  of  two  centuries  and  a  hal^ 
during  which  long  fpace  of  time  fhipwrecks  muft 
frequently  have  happened  on  its  coafts  ?  It  cannot 
be  deemed  furprizing,  that  part  of  fuch  wrecks, 
containing  iron,  fhould,  by  the  eafterly  trade  winds, 
be  occafionally  calV  upon  fome  of  thofe  iflands  that 
are  feattered  about  this  immenfe  ocean.  The  dif- 
tance  of  Atooi  from  America  is  no  argument  againfl 
this  fuppofition  ;  and  even  if  it  were,  it  would 
deftroy  it.  This  ocean  is  annually  traverfed  by 
Spaniih  veflels,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that,  be- 
fides  the  accident  of  lofmg  a  maft  and  its  appen- 
dages, cafks  with  iron  hoops,  and  many  other  things 
that  contain  iron,  may  fall,  or  be  thrown,  over- 
board, during  fo  long  a  paffage,  and  thus  find  their 
way  to  land.  Thefe  are  not  mere  conjectures,  for 
one  of  Captain  Cook's  people  actually  faw  fomc 
wood  in  a  houfe  at  Wymoa,  which  he  fuppofed  to 
be  fir :  it  was  worm  eaten,  and  the  natives  informed 
him,  that  it  had  been  driven  afliore  by  the  waves  ; 
and  we  had  their  own  exprefs  authority,  that  they 
had  obtained,  from  fome  place  to  the  eaftward,  the 
fpecimcns  of  iron  found  among  them.  From  this 
digreflion  (if  it  can  juftly  be  called  one)  let  us  return 
to  the  obfervations  made  diu'ing  our  continuance  at 
Atooi. 

The  canoes  of  thefe  people  are  commonly  about 
four  and  tweenty  feet  in  length,  and  have  the  bot- 
tom, in  general,  formed  of  a  fingle  piece  of  wood, 
hollowed  out  to  the  thicknefs  of  an  inch,  or  more, 
and  brought  to  a  point  at  each  end.  The  fides  arc 
compofed  of  three  boards,  neatly  fitted  and  lafhed 
;2  to 
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to  the  bottom.     The  extremities  both  at  head  and 
ftern,  are  a  little  elevated,  and  both  are  made  fliarp, 
fomewhat  refembling  a  wedge,    but  they  flatten 
more  abruptly  ;  fo  that  the  two  dde  boards  join  each 
other,  fide  by  fide,    for  upwards  of  a  foot.     As 
ihty  feldom  exeeed  a  foot  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
tKofe  that  go  fingle  (for  they  fometimes  join  them) 
liave  out-riggers,  which  are  fhaped  and  fitted  with 
more  judgmdnt  than  any  we  had  feen  before.    They 
are  ^o^'ed  by  pafddles,  fuch  a-s  we  had  obferved  at 
other  iflands,  and  fome  of  them  have  a  light  triangu* 
lar  fail,  extended  to  a  mafl  and  boom.     The  ropes 
#hi<:h  they  ufe  for  their  boats,  and  the  fmaller  cords 
for  their  fifhing  tackle,  are  flrong  and  neatly  made. 
They  are  by  no  means  novices  in  the  art  of  agri- 
^tjltufe.     The  vale-ground  is  one  continued  plan- 
tation of  taro,  and  fome  other  articles,  which  have 
a41  the  appearance  of  being  carefully  attended  to. 
The  |)otatoe-fields,    and   fpots   of   fugar-cane,  or 
plantains,  on  the  higher  grounds,  are  planted  with 
great  regularity  ;  but  neither  thefe,  nor  the  others, 
are  enclofed  with  any  fence,  unlefs  we  confider  the 
ditches  in   the  low  grounds  as  fuch,  which,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  are  defigned  to  convey  water 
to  the  taro.     The  abundance  and  excellence  of  thefe 
articles  may,  perhaps,  be  as  much  owing  to  fkilful 
culture,  as  the  natural  fertility  of  foil,  which  feems 
better  adapted  to  them  than  to  bread-fruit  and  co- 
coa-nut trees  ;  the  few  of  thefe  latter  we  faw,  not 
being  in  a  thriving  ftate  :  and  yet,  notwithftanding 
this  Ikill  in  agriculture,  the  ifland,  from  its  general 
appearance  feemed  to  be  capable  of  more  extenfive 
improvement,  and  of  maintaining  twice  as  many 
inhabitants  as  are  now  upon  it ;  for  thofc  parts  that 
now  lay  wafle  are,  apparently,  as  good  a  foil,  as 
thofe  that  are  cultivated.     Hence  we  cannot  but 
conclude,  that  thefe  people  do  not  increafe  in  that 
proportion,  which  would    render  it  neceflary  for 
them  to  take  advaptage  of  the  extent  of  their  illand, 
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towards  railing  a  greater  quantity  of  its  vegetable 
produdions  for  their  maintenance. 

During  our  ftay  in  thefe  parts,  we  did  not  fee  one 
chief  of  any  note  ;  but  we  were  informed  by  the 
iflanders,  that  feveral  at  Atooi  have  their  refidence^ 
to  whom  they  proftrate  themfelves  as  a  ciark  of 
homage  and  refpect.  This  proftration  appeared 
limilar  to  the  moe  moea,  paid  to  the  chiefs  at  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  and  is  here  denominated  hamoea, 
or  moe.  After  we  had  left  the  iiland,  one  of  thefe 
great  men  vifited  Captain  Clerk,  going  off  to  the 
Difcovery,  in  his  double  canoe,  and,  like  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  Friendly  Ifles,  paid  no  regard  to  the 
fmall  canoes  that  chanced  co  be  in  his  way,  but  ran 
againft,  or  over  them,  without  making  the  leaft  at- 
tempt to  avoid  them :  nor  was  it  poflible  for  the 
poor  people  to  avoid  him,  it  being  a  neceffary  mark 
of  their  fubiiiiffion,  that  they  fliould  lie  down  till  he 
had  paffed.  He  was  affifted  in  getting  on  board  the 
Difcovery  by  his  attendants,  who  placed  him  in  the 
gang-way,  where  they  flood  round  him,  holding 
each  other  by  the  hands,  nor  would  they  fuffer  any 
one  but  Captain  Clerke  to  approach  him.  He  was 
a  young  man,  apparelled  from  head  to  foot.  His 
name  was  faid  to  be  Tamahano.  Captain  Clerke 
having  made  him  fome  prefents,  received,  in  re- 
turn, a  large  bowl,  fupported  by  tvv^o  figures  of 
men,  the  carving  whereof  difplayed  a  degree  of 
fliiH,  both  with  refped  to  the  defign  and  execution. 
This  bowl  ufed  to  be  filled  with  kava,  or,  in  the 
language  of  Otaheite,  ava,  which  is  prepared  and 
dranic  here,  as  at  the  other  iflands  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Captain  Clerke  could  not  prevail  upon  this 
chief  to  go  below,  nor  to  move  from  the  fpot  where 
his  attendants  had  firft  placed  him.  After  remain- 
ing fome  time  in  the  fhip,  he  was  cazTied  back  into 
his  canoe,  and  returned  to  the  iiland.  The  next 
day  feveral  meilages  were  fent  to  Captain  Clerke, 
invitintf  him  to  return  the  vifit  on  (hare,  and  q-iv- 
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ing  him  to  underftand,  that  the  chief  had  piepared 
a  confiderable  prelent  on  the  occafion  ;  but  the  cap- 
tain being  anxious  to  get  out  to  lea,  and  join  the 
Refolution,  did  not  think  proper  to  accept  of  the 
invitation. 

Our  imperfecl  intercourfe  with  the  natives  did 
not  enable  us  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the 
form  of  government  eftabhfiied  among  them  •,  but 
from  the  general  fimilarity  of  culloms,  and  parti- 
cularly from  what  we  obferved  of  the  honours  paid 
to  their  chiefs,  it  feems  reafonable  to  imagine,  that 
it  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  which  prevails  in 
all  the  iflands  we  had  hitherto  vifited  ;  and,  in  all 
probability,  their  wars  among  themfelves  are  equally 
frequent.  This,  indeed,  might  be  inferred,  from 
the  number  of  weapons  we  found  in  their  poflellion, 
and  from  the  excellent  order  in  which  they  kept 
them.  But  we  had  proofs  of  the  facSt  from  their 
own  confeflion  ;  and,  as  we  were  informed,  thele 
wars  are  carried  on  between  the  diflerent  diftrids  of 
their  own  ifland,  as  well  as  between  it  and  the 
neighbouring  inhabitants  of  the  ifles  of  Oneeheow 
and  Oreehoua. 

Befides  their  fpears,  formed  of  a  line  brownifh 
wood,  beautifully  polilhed,  fome  of  which  are  barbed 
at  one  end,  and  flattened  to  a  point  at  the  other, 
they  have  another  kind  of  weapon,  which  we  had 
never  met  with  before.  It  fomewhat  refembles  a 
dagger,  and  is,,  in  general,  about  eighteen  inches 
in  length,  fliarpcned  at  one  or  both  endsj  and  fe- 
cured  to  the  hand  by  a  ftring.  Its  ufe  is  to  ftab  in 
elofe  combat,  and  ieems  well  adapted  to  that  pur- 
pose. Some  of  thefe  may  be  denominated  double 
daggers,  having  a  handle  in  the  middle,  with  which 
they  are  the  better  enabled  to  ftrike  different  ways. 
They  have  likewife  bows  and  arrows ;  but,  both 
from  their  ilender  conftruction,  and  their  apparent 
fcarcity,  it  is  probable  that  they  never  make  ufe  of 
them  in  battle.     The  kniie  or  faw,  already  men- 
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tioned,  with  which  they  diffecl  the  dead  bodies  of 
their  enemies,  may  alfo  be  ranked  among  their 
weapons,  as  they  both  ftrike  and  cut  with  it  when 
engaged  in  clofe  fight.  It  is  a  fmall  wooden  inftru- 
ment,  about  a  foot  in  length,  of  an  oblong  fhapc, 
rounded  at  the  corners :  its  edges  are  furrounded 
with  fhark's  teeth,  ftrongly  fixed  to  it,  and  pointed 
outwards ;  and  it  has  generally  a  hole  in  the  han- 
dle, through  which  paftes  a  long  firing,  and  this 
they  wrap  feveral  times  round  the  wrifl.  We  are 
of  opinion  that,  on  fome  occafions,  they  ufe  flings, 
for  we  procured  fome  pieces  of  the  hoematites,  or 
blood-ftone,  made  artificially  of  an  oval  form,  di- 
vided longitudinally,  with  a  narrow  groove  in  the 
middle  of  the  convex  part.  To  this  the  perfon  who 
had  one  of  them  applied  a  thin  cord,  but  would 
not  difpofe  of  it,  though  he  was  not  unwilling  to 
part  with  the  flone,  which,  as  it  weighed  a  pound, 
mufl  prove  fatal  when  thrown  with  fome  degree  of 
force.  We  likewife  faw  fome  pieces  of  whetflone 
neatly  polifhed,  of  an  oval  figure,  but  fomewhat 
pointed  towards  each  end,  nearly  refembling  in 
Ihape  fome  flones  feen  by  Captain  Cook  at  New 
Caledonia  in  1774,  ^"^  made  ufe  of  there  in  flings. 
Some  of  their  religious  inflitutions,  and  their  me- 
thod of  difpoling  of  their  dead,  ftrongly  indicate  an 
affinity  between  the  manners  of  thefe  people,  and  of 
the  natives  of  the  Friendly  and  the  Society  Illands. 
The  inhabitants  of  Tongataboo  bury  their  dead  with 
great  decency,  and  they  alio  inter  their  human  fa- 
crifices  ;  but  they  do  not,  to  our  knowledge,  offer 
any  other  animal,  or  even  vegetable,  to  their  dei- 
ties. The  Otaheiteans  do  not  inter  their  dead,  but 
expofe  them  to  wafle  and  putrefaclion,  though  they 
afterwards  bury  the  bones ;  and  this  being  their 
cuftom,  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  fhould  inter  the 
bodies  of  their  human  facrifices.  They  are  far  from 
being  attentive  to  the  condition  of  the  places,  where 
they  celebrate  their  folemn  rites  j  mofl  of  their  mo- 
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xais  being  in  a  ruinous  ftatc,  and  fhewing  manifeft 
tokens  ot  neglect.  The  people  of  Atooi  refemble 
^Ifo  thofe  ot  Otaheite,  in  offering  vegetables  and 
gjjimais  to  their  gods.  The  taboo  likewife  prevails 
ilj  Atooi  in  its  full  extent,  and  apparently  with 
grea'-  r  flriciners,  than  even  at  Tongataboo  :  for 
the  natives  always  afked  here,  with  great  eagernels, 
and  with  indications  of  fear  of  offending,  whether 
any  particular  thing,  which  they  defired  to  fee,  was 
taboo,  or,  as  they  pronounced  the  word,  tafoo? 
The  maia  raa,  or  prohibited  articles,  at  the  Society 
lilands,  though  undoubtedly  the  fame  thing,  did 
pot  appear  to  be  fo  rigoroully  obferved  by  them, 
except  with  regard  to  the  dead,  refpeding  whom 
we  thought  they  were  more  fuperfi:itiou->  than  any 
others  we  had  been  converfant  with.  But  what- 
pver  refemblance  we  might  difcover  between  the 
general  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  Atooi,  and 
thofe  of  Otaheite,  thefe  we^e  lefs  linking  than  the 
^milarity  of  language. 

The  languages  of  both  places  may  indeed  be  faid 
to  be  alraoil  entirely  the  fame.  The  people  of  Atooi, 
in  general,  have  neither  the  ftrong  guttural  pro- 
nunciation of  the  New-Zealanders,  nor  that  fmallqr 
degree  of  it,  which  alfo  diltinguilhes  the  Friendly 
Ifianders ;  and  they  have  not  only  adopted  the 
whole  idiom  of  their  language,  but  the  fame  mea- 
fure  and  cadence  in  their  fongs.  It  is  true,  at  firft 
hearing,  a  ftranger  may  perceive  foir.e  difagreement ; 
but  it  fliould  be  considered,  that  the  natives  of 
Otaheite,  from  their  frequent  connections  with  the 
Englifli,  had  learned,  in  fome  meafuie,  to  adapt 
themfelves  to  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  their 
language,  by  ufing  the  moft  common,  and  even 
corrupted  expreilions  in  converfation  \vith  us ; 
whereas,  when  they  talked  with  each  other,  and 
ufed  the  feveral  garts  neceffary  to  propriety  of 
ipeech,  they  were  hardly  at  all  underftood  by  thole 
V'      ■'  ■  ■  .  '      ■    among 
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among  us,  who  had  m3.de  the  greateft  pi-ogrefs  in 
the  knowledge  of  their  tongue. 

Had  the  Sandwich  Illands  been  difcovered  at  an 
early  period,  by  the  Spaniards,  they  would  doubt- 
leis  have  availed  themfelves  of  fo  excellent  a  iitua- 
tion,  and  have  made  ufe  of  Atooi,  or  fome  other 
iilands,  as  a  place  of  refrefhment  for  theihips  that 
jfail  annually  between  the  Manilla  and  AcapuJco, 
They  he  almoft  midway  between  the  laft  mentioned 
place  and  Guam,  one  of  the  Ladrones,  which  is  at 
prefcnt  their  only  port  in  tj-averfing  this  vaft  ocean  ; 
'and  to  touch  at  them  would  not  be  a  week's  fail  out 
of  their  ordinary  rout.  An  acquaintance  with  the 
Sandwich  Ifles  would  alfo  have  been  equally  favour- 
able to  our  buccaneers,  who  have  fometimes  pafled 
from  the  coaft  of  America  to  the  Ladrones,  with  a 
ftock  of  provifions  and  water  fcarcely  adequate  to 
the  fupport  of  life.  Here  they  might  always  have 
met  with  a  plentiful  fupply,  and  have  been  within  a 
month's  fail  of  the  very  part  of  California,  which 
the  Manilla  fliips  are  obliged  to  make.  How  happy 
would  Lord  Anfon  have  been,  and  what  difficulties 
would  he  have  avoided,  had  he  known  that  there 
was  a  clufter  of  iflands  half  way  between  America 
and  Tinian,  where  all  his  wants  might  have  been 
eiFeclually  relieved  ! 

At  thefe  illands,  the  tides  are  fo  inconliderable, 
that  with  a  great  fnrf  breaking  againft  the  fhore,  it 
'  was  difficult,  at  all  times,  to  determine  whether  we 
had  high  or  low  water,  or  whether  it  ebbed  or 
flowed.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  Atooi,  a  current  ge- 
nerally fet  to  the  weftward,  or  north-weftward  :  but 
when  we  were  at  anchor  off  Oneeheow,  we  found 
a  current  fetting  nearly  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  fix  hours 
each  way.  This  was  doubtlefs  a  regular  tide,  and 
the  flood  appeared  to  come  from  the  N.  W. 

The  longitude  of  Sandwich  Iflands,  was  deter^ 
mined  by  72  fets  of  lunar  obfervations ;  fome  of 
which  were  made  while  we  were  at  anchor,  in  the 
^^       '       •  load 
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road  of  Wymoa ;  others,  before  we  arrived  and  after 
we  had  left  it,  and  reduced  to  it,  by  the  watch  or 
time-keeper.  By  the  mean  refult  of  the  obferva- 
tions,  the  longitude  of  the  road  is  200  deg.  1 3  min. 
E.  and  the  latitude,  by  the  mean  of  two  meridian 
obiervations  of  the  fun  21  deg.  §6  min.  15  fee.  N. 
We  now  return  to  the  progrefs  of  our  voyage. 

On  Monday,  the  2nd  of  February,  the  Difcovery 
having  joined  us,  we  flood  away  to  the  northward, 
with  a  gentle  gale  from  the  E.  On  the  7th  we  were 
in  the  latitude  of  2 9  deg.  N.  longitude  200  deg.  E. 
the  wind  having  veered  to  the  S.  E.  which  enabled 
us  to  fleer  N.  E.  and  E.  This  courfe  we  continued 
to  the  1 2th,  when  the  wind  having  changed,  we 
tacked,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  in  latitude  3a 
deg.  N.  longitude  206  deg.  i5min.E.  In  this  ad- 
vanced latitude,  and  even  in  the  winter  feafon,  we 
had  only  begun  to  feel  a  fen  Cation  of  cold  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings ;  a  proof  of  the  equal  and 
•durable  influence  of  the  heat  of  the  fun,  at  all  times, 
to  30  deg.  on  each  fide  the  line.  After  that,  the 
difproportion  is  known  to  be  very  great.  This 
mufl  be  attributed  principally  to  the  direclion  of 
the  fun's  rays,  independent  of  the  bare  diftance, 
which  is  not  equal  to  the  eflecl.  On  Thurfday  the 
19th,  being  in  latitude  37  deg.  N.  longitude  206 
deg.  E.  the  wind  veered  to  the  S.  E.  and  we  were 
again  enabled  to  fleer  to  the  E.  inclining  to  the  N. 
On  the  25th,  we  reached  the  latitude  of  42  deg. 
30  min.  longitude  2  1 9  deg.  when  we  began  to  meet 
with  the  rock-weed,  mentioned  in  Lord  Anfon-s 
voyage,  by  the  name  of  the  fea-leek,  which  is  ge- 
nerally feen  by  the  Manilla  fhips.  Since  we  left 
Sandwich  Iflands,  we  had  fcarcely  beheld  a  bird,  or 
any  other  oceannic  animal. 

On  Sunday,  the  ifl  of  March,  in  latitude  44  deg. 
49  min^  N.  and  in  longitude  228  deg.  E.  we  had 
moderate  and  mild  weather,  which  appeared  to  us 
very  extraordinary,  when  we  were  fo  far  N.  and  fo 
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near  an  exteniive  continent,  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Another  fingular  circumftance  is,  that  we  Ihould 
meet  with  fo  few  birds,  compared  to  thofe  we  faw 
in  the  fame  latitudes,  to  the  S.  of  the  Hne.  Hence 
we  may  conclude,  that,  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere, 
beyond  40  deg.  the  fpecies  are  much  more  nume- 
rous, and  the  iflands  more  plentifully  fcattered,  than 
any  where  near  that  latitude,  between  the  coaft  of 
Cahfornia  and  Japan.  On  the  morning  of  the  2nd, 
during  a  calm,  part  of  the  fea  appeared  to  be  covered 
with  a  kind  of  flime,  and  fmall  fea  animals.  When 
they  fwam  about,  which  they  did  with  eafe  in  various 
direclions,  they  emitted  the  brighteft  colours  of  the 
moft  valuable  gems,  according  to  their  pofition, 
refpecling  the  light.  Some  of  them  were  taken  up 
and  put  into  a  glafs  of  fait  water,  when,  at  one 
time,  they  appeared  pellucid,  at  another  difplay- 
ing  the  .various  tints  of  blue,  from  a  pale  faphirinc 
to  a  violet,  mixed  with  a  kind  of  ruby,  and  glowing 
with  fuiEcient.  ftrength  to  illuminate  the  glafs  of 
water.  When  the  veffel  was  held  to  the  ftrongeft 
light,  the  tints  appeared  moft  vivid  ;  but  almoft 
vanilhed  when  the  animals  fubfided  to  the  bottom, 
and  they  had  then  a  brownilh  appearance.  By  can- 
dle-light, the  colour  was,  principally,  a  beautiful 
pale  green,  with  a  kind  of  burnifhed  glofs :  and, 
in  the  dark,  it  faintly  exhibited  a  glowing  fire. 
They  are  a  new  fpecies  of  Oni/cus,  called  by  Mr. 
Anderfon,  Qnifcus  fulgens^  and  fuppofed  to  be  an 
animal  which  contributes  to  that  lucid  appearance  ' 
often  obferved  at  fea  in  the  night. 

On  Friday  the  6th,  at  noon,  in  latitude  44  deg. 
N.  longitude  234  deg.  30  min.  E.  we  faw  two  feals, 
and  feveral  whales;  and  on  the  7th,  early  in  the 
morning,  the  long  expected  coaft  of  New  Albion^ 
fo  named  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  v/as  defcried,  at  the 
diftmce  of  ten  leagues,  extending  from  N.  E.  to 
S.  E.  At  noon  we  were  in  latitude  44  <\Qg'  35  m\\\. 
N.  longitude  235  deg.  ,20  min.  E.  and  the  land 
about  eight  leagues  diftaut.     This  formed  a  point  at 
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thenofthern  extreme,  which  our  commodore  named 
Cape  Foulweather,  from  the  exceeding  bad  weather 
we  afterwards  met  with.  After  i'everal  attempt* 
attended  with  many  difficulties,  on  Monday  the 
9th,  we  tacked,  and  ftood  in  again  for  the  land ; 
but  the  wind  continually  fhifting,  and  blowing  in 
fqualls,  with  hail  and  fleet,  obliged  us  to  fland  off 
and  on,  without  feeing  the  lead  iign  of  a  harbour. 
The  land  which  we  approached  on  our  different 
tacks,  is  moderately  high,  but,  in  many  places,  it 
xifes  ftill  higher  within.  It  is  diverfified  with  hills 
and  rifing  grounds,  many  of  which  are  covered 
with  tall  ftraight  trees ;  and  others,  not  fo  high, 
grew  in  fpots,  like  clumps,  but  the  fpaces  be- 
tween, and  the  fides  of  the  rifmg  grounds  were  clear. 
Such  3^  profpecl  in  fummer  might  be  very  agreeable, 
but  at  this  feafon,  it  had  an  uncomfortable  appear- 
ance, the  bare  grounds  along  the  coafl  being  co- 
vered with  fnow,  which  feemed  to  lie  in  abundance 
between  the  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  and  in  many 
places,  towards  the  fea,  had,  at  a  dirtance,  the  ap* 
pcarance  of  white  clifls.  On  the  rifmg  grounds, 
the  fnow  was  thinner  fpread  ;  and  farther  in  land, 
there  feemed  to  be  none  at  all.  Hence  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  concluded,  that  the  fnow  which  we 
had  {ccn  towards  the  fea,  had  fallen  the  preceding 
night ;  which  was,  indeed,  the  coldeft  we  had  ex- 
perienced fmce  our  arrival  on  that  coafl ;  a  kind  of 
fleet  fell  foraetimes  ;  and  the  weather  became  very 
unfettled.  The  coafl  appeared  almofl  ftraight  in 
every  part,  not  having  any  opening  or  inlet,  and 
terminated  in  a  kind  of  fandy  beach ;  though  it 
was  imagined  by  fome  on  board,  that  fuch  appear- 
ance was  owing  to  the  fnow.  Each  extreme  of  the 
land  fhot  out  into  a  point  ;  the  northern  one  was 
that  which  we  had  fecn  on  the  ^th,  and  therefore 
the  captain  calldd  it  Cape  Perpetua.  Its  latitude  is 
44  deg.  6  min.  N.  and  its  longitude  235  deg.  52 
min.  E.     The  fouthcrn  extreme  was  named  Cape 
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Gregory.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  43.deg.  30  min. 
N.  and  in  the  longitude  of  235  deg.  ^y  min.  E. 
At  five  o'clock  the  wind  veered  to  the  W.  and  S.  W. 
which  induced  us  once  more  to  ftand  out  to  fca. 
At  this  time  Cape  Perpetua  bore  N.  E.  by  N.  and 
the  fartheil  land  to  the  S.  of  Cape  X^regory  S.  by  E. 
diftant  about  ten  or  twelve  leagues :  confequently, 
its  latitude  is  43  deg.  10  min.  and  its  longitude 
235  deg.  ^^  min.  E.  This  is  nearly  the  iituation  of 
Cape  Blanco,  difcovered  the  19th  of  January  1603, 
by  Martin  d'Aguilar.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  this 
very  latitude,  geographers  have  placed  a  large  en- 
trance or  ftrait,  afcribing  the  difcovery  of  it  to  the 
fame  navigator;  whereas  nothing  more  is  mentioned 
in  his  voyage,  than  his  having  difcovered  a  large 
river  in  this  fituation,  which  he  would  have  en- 
tered, but  was  hindered  by  the  currents. 

The  wind  being  now  very  unfettled,  blowing  in 
fqualls,  attended  with  fnow  fiiowers,  we  were 
obliged  to  ftretch  to  the  fouthward  to  get  clear  of 
the  coaft.  On  Friday,  the  i  3th,  the  gale  abated, 
and  we  ilood  in  again  for  land.  On  Saturday,  the 
2ift  in  the  morning,  a  breeze  fprung  up  at  S.  W. 
This  being  attended  with  fair  weather,  we  fteered 
north-eafterly  ;  and  on  the  22nd,  about  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.  we  came  in  fight  of  land,  diiiant  about  nine 
leagues,  being  now  in  latitude  47  deo;.  5  min.  N. 
and  our  longitude  235  deg.  10  min.  E.  At  length 
we  perceived  a  fmall  opening  between  what  we  fup- 
pofed  to  be  an  illand,  and  the  northern  extreme  of 
the  land  :  here  we  expected  to  find  a  harbour  ;  but 
our  hopes  vaniflied  as  we  drew  nearer ;  and,  we 
were  foon  convinced,  that  the  opening  was  clofed 
by  low  land.  Our  difappointment  occafioned  the 
point  of  land,  to  the  north,  to  be  named  Cape 
Flattery.  Its  latitude  is  48  deg.  15  min.  N  and 
its  longitude  235  deg.  3  min.  E.  In  this  latitude 
geographers  have   placed   the   pretended  ftrait  of 
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Juan  de  Fnca.     But  nothing  of  that  kind  prefented 

•  itfelf  to  our  view,  nor  is  it  probable  that  any  fu€h 

•  thing  ever  exifted. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  were  in  latitude  49^ 
^eg.  29  min.  N.  and  in  the  longitude  of  232  deg. 
29  min.  E.  when  we  again  faw  land,' the  nearett 
part  fix  leagues  diflant.  A  low  point  is  formed,  at 
the  S.  E.  extreme,  off  which  are  feveral  breakers, 
on  account  of  which  it  was  called  Point  Breakers, 
Its  latitude  is  49  deg.  15  min.  N.  and  its  longitude 
233  deg.  20  min.  E.  The  latitude  of  the  other 
extreme  is  about  50  deg,  and  the  longitude  232 
deg.  This  lall  was  named  Woody  Point.  Be- 
tween thefe  two  points,  a  large  bay  is  formed,  which 
the  captain  called  Hope  Bay  ;  hoping,  as  he  faid, 
to  find  in  it  a  good  harbour ;  and  the  event  proved 
that  he  was  not  miftaken.  As  we  approached  the 
coaft,  we  faw  the  appearance  of  two  inlets  ;  one  of 
which  was  in  the  N.  W.  and  the  other  in  the  N.  E. 
corner  of  the  bay.  We  bore  up  for  the  latter,  and 
pafled  fome  breakers  about  a  league  from  the  fliore. 
As  we  advanced,  the  exifi:ence  of  the  inlet  no  longer 
remained  doubtful.  At  five  o'clock  we  reached  the 
wefi:  point  of  it ;  and  foon  after  a  breeze  fprungop 
at  N.  W.  with  which  we  ftretehed  into  an  arm  of 
the  iniet,  running  in  to  the  N.  E.  Here  we  were 
becalmed,  and  found  it  necefiary  to  anchor  in 
eighty-five  fathoms  water,  and  fo  near  the  ihore  as 
to  be  able  to  reach  it  with  a  hawfer.  The  Difcovery 
was  becalmed  before  {he  got  within  the  arm,  where 
ihe  ancliored  in  7  5  fathoms. 

At  the  place  where  we  vi  ere  firft  becalmed,  three 
canoes  came  off  to  the  Clip,  in  one  of  which  were 
two  men,  in  another  fix,  and  in  the  other  ten* 
Advancing  pretty  near  us,  a  perfbn  ftood  up  in  one 
of  them,  and  fpoke  for  a  confiderable  time,  invit- 
ing us,  as  we  fuppoi'ed,  by  his  gefl:ures  to  go  a{hore  ; 
•and,  at  the  fame  time,  continued  fi;revving  handful^ 
of  icatlicrs  towards  us.    Some  of  his  companions 
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alfo  threw  a  red  powder  in  the  fame  manner.  One, 
in  particular,  fung  a  moft  agreeable  air,  accom- 
panied with  a  melodious  foftnefs.  The  word  haela 
was  repeated  frequently  as  the  burden  of  the  fong. 
Soon  after  a  breeze  fpringing  up  brought  us  clofer 
to  the  fiiore,  when  the  canoes  came  to  vifit  us  in 
g»eat  numbers-,  having,  at  one  time,  no  lefs  than 
thirty-two  of  them  about  the  iliip,  containing  from 
three  to  feven  or  eight  perfons  each,  and  of  both 
fexes.  One  attracfted  particularly  our  notice,  by  its 
having  a  peculiar  head,  with  a  bird's  eye,  and  an 
enormous  large  beak,  painted  upon  it.  The  chief 
who  was  in  it,  appeared  equally  remarkable  for  his 
iingular  appearance  ;  having  a  large  quantity  of 
feathers  hanging  from  his  head,  and  being  fmeared 
in  a  veiy  extraordinary  manner.  In  his  hand  he 
had  a  carved  bird  of  wood,  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon, 
with  which  he  often  rattled,  like  the  perfon  before 
mentioned ;  and  was  equally  vociferous  in  his  ha- 
rangue, which  was  accompanied  with  many  ex- 
preflive  geftures.  Not  any  of  thefe  vilitors  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  come  on  board.  They  were 
very  ready,  however,  to  part  with  any  thing  they 
had,  and  received  whatever  we  offered  them  in  ex- 
change ;  but  they  were  very  folicitous  after  iron, 
and  appeared  to  be  no  ftrangers  to  that  valuable 
metal. 

Having  found  fuch  excellent  flielter  for  our  fhips, 
in  an  inlet  whofe  coafts  appeared  to  be  inhabited  by 
an  inoffenfive  race  of  people,  w^e  loll  no  time,  after 
coming  to  anchor,  in  fearching  for  a  commodious 
harbour,  where  we  might  be  ftationed  during  our 
continuance  in  the  found.  Upon  this  fervice  three 
armed  boats  were  fent ;  arid  on  the  N.  W.  of  the 
arm,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Ihips,  we  found  a 
convenient  cove :  but  apprehending  we  could  not 
tranfport  our  fhips  to  it,  and  moor  them  properly, 
before  night  had  overtaken  us,  we  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  continue  where  we  were  till  the  next  morn- 
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ing.  The  whole  day  we  were  furrounded  with 
plenty  of  canoes  ;  and  a  reciprocal  trade  was  com- 
menced between  us,  conduifted  with  the  jftricleft 
harmony  and  integrity  on  both  fides.  Their  articles 
of  commerce  were  the  fkins  of  various  animals,  fuch 
as  bears,  fea-otters,  wolves,  foxes,  deer,  racoons,  mar- 
tins, and  pole-cats.  They  alfo  produced  a  kind  of 
cloathing,  fabricated  from  the  bark  of  a  tree,  or 
a  plant  refembling  hemp  :  beildes  which  articles, 
they  had  bows,  arrows,  and  fpears  ;  jfifli-hooks,  and 
various  kinds  of  inftruments ;  wooden  vizors,  re- 
prefenting  horrid  figures-,  a  fort  of  woollen  fluff; 
carved  woik  ;  beads  ;  and  1 6d  ochre  ;  alfo  feveral 
little  ornaments  of  thin  brafs  and  iron  lefembling 
an  horfe-flioe,  which  they  wear  pendant  at  their 
nofes.  However,  among  all  the  articles  which  they 
expofed  to  fale,  the  mod  extraordinary  were  human 
fkulls,  and  hands,  with  fomeof  the  fielh  remaining 
on  them  ;  which  they  acknowledged  they  had  been 
feeding  on  ;  snd  fome  of  them,  indeed,  bore  evii- 
dent  marks  of  their  having  been  on  the  fire.  For 
the  various  articles  they  brought,  they  received  in 
exchange  knives,  chiflcls,  nails,  looking  glafifes, 
buttons,  or  any  kind  of  metal.  They  had  not 
much  inclination  for  beads,  and  rejected  every  kind 
of  cloth. 

On  Tuefday,  the  31ft,  v/e  were  employed  in 
hauling  the  fliips  into  the  cove,  where  they  were 
moored.  The  Refolution  was  now  become  very 
leaky  in  her  upper  works  ;  on  which  account  the 
carpenters  were  ordered  to  caulk  her,  and  to  repair 
any  other  defects  they  might  difcover.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  day,  the  news  of  our  arrival  brought 
vaft  numbers  of  the  natives  about  our  fhips.  At 
one  time  we  counted  above  a  hundred  canoes,  each 
of  wiiich,  on  an  average,  had  five  people  on  board  ; 
few  containing  lefs  than  three  ;  many  having  feven, 
eight,  or  nine ;  and  one  was  manned  with  feven- 
tcccn.     Many  of  thefe  wcie  new  vifUors,  which  we 
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difcovered  by  their  orations  and  ceremonies.  If 
they,  at  firft,  had  apprehended  that  we  meant  to 
be  hoftile,  their  fears  were  now  removed  ;  for  they 
ventured  on  board  the  fhips,  and  mixed  with  our 
people  with  the  utmod  freedom  and  familiarity.  We 
difcovered,  however,  by  this  intercourfe,  that  they 
w'ere  as  fond  of  pilfering  as  ajny  we  had  met  with 
during  our  voyage  ;  and  they  were  much  more  mif- 
chievous  than  any  of  the  other  thieves  we  had 
found  ;  for,  having  fharp  inftruments  in  their  pof- 
feilion,  they  coCild,  the  inftant  that  our  backs  v^ere 
turned,  cut  a  hook  from  a  tackle,  or  a  piece  of 
iron  from  a  rope.  They  ftripped  our  boats  of  every 
piece  of  iron  that  was  worth  taking  away,  though 
Ibme  of  our  men  were  ahvays  left  in  them  as  a  guard. 
They  were,  indeed,  fo  dextrous  in  effeding  their 
purpofes,  that  one  fellow  would  contrive  to  amufe 
our  people  at  one  end  of  the  boat,  while  his  confe- 
derate was  forcing  off  the  iron  work  at  the  other. 
If  an  article  that  had  been  ftolen,  was  immediately 
miffed,  the  thief  was  eafily  detected,  as  they  were 
fond  of  impeaching  each  other  :  but  the  prize  was 
always  reluctantly  given  up  by  the  guilty  perfon ; 
and  fometimes  compulfive  means  were  obliged  to  be 
ufed  in  order  to  regain  it, 

Wednefday,  April  the  ift,  having  fafely  moored 
our  Ihips,  we  proceeded  to  other  neceffary  bufmefs. 
The  obfervatories  were  taken  alhore,  and  placed  on 
a  rock,  on  one  fide  of  the  cove.  A  paity  of  men 
was  ftationed  to  cut  wood,  and  clear  a  place  for  wa- 
tering. Having  plenty  of  pine-trees  here,  others 
were  employed  in  brewiyg  fpruce-beer.  The  forge 
was  alfp  erected  to  make  the  neceffary  iron-work 
for  repairing  the  foremaft.  We  were  daily  vifited 
by  a  confiderable  number  of  newcomers,  who  had 
a  Angular  mode  of  introducing  themfelves  on  their 
firft  appearance,  by  paddling,  with  their  utnwDft 
ftrength  and  acT:ivity,  round  both  the  Ihips,  while 
a  chief,  ftanding  up  with  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  bawled 
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moil  vociferoufiy  all  the  time.  The  face  of  this 
orator  was  fometimes  covered  with  a  malk,  lepre- 
ienting  either  a  human  countenance,  or  that  of  fome 
other  animal ;  and,  inftead  of  a  fpear,  he  had  a 
kind  of  rattle  in  his  hand.  Frequently,  before  they 
came  along  fide,  or  on  board  our  fliip,  they  would 
entertain  us  with  a  fong,  in  which  their  whole  com- 
pany joined.  During  thefe  vifits  our  principal  care 
was  uo  guard  againfl  their  thievery. 

But  on  Saturday,  the  4th  of  April,  we  had  a  very 
ferious  alarm,  for  our  party  on  fhore  perceived  the 
natives  in  all  quarters  arming,  and  thofe  who  had 
not  proper  weapons  were  collecting  flicks  and  flones- 
The  captain,  hearing  this,  ordered  all  our  work- 
men to  repair  to  the  rock,  whereon  our  obfervato- 
ries  had  been  placed  ;  thus  leaving  the  fuppofed 
enemy  in  polTeflion  of  the  ground  where  they  af- 
fembied,  which  was  within  about  one  hundred 
yards  of  our  ftern.  We  foon  found,  however,  that 
thefe  hoftile  preparations  were  directed  againft  a 
body  of  their  own  countrymen,  who  were  advancing 
to  attack  them  ;  and  our  friends  of  the  Sound,  per- 
ceiving our  apprchenfions,  exerted  their  beft  endea- 
vours to  convince  us,  that  this  was  really  the  cafe* 
The  adverfe  party,  on  board  about  twelve  large 
canoes,  at  length  drew  up  in  line  of  battle,  off  the 
fouth  point  of  the  cove.  A  negociation  for  the  ref- 
toration  of  peace  was  now  commenced  ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  fevcral  people  in  canoes  palTed  be- 
tween the  two  parties,  and  fome  debates  enfued. 
At  length  the  matter  in  difpute  appeared  to  be  ad- 
juiled;  but  the  ftrangers  were  not  permitted  to  ap- 
proach our  ihips.  It  is  mofl  hkely  we  were  the 
principal  occafion  of  the  quarrel ;  the  ftrangers, 
perhaps,  infifting  on  having  a  right  of  iharing  in 
the  advantages  of  a  trade  with  us ;  and  our  firft 
friends  refolving  to  engrofs  us  entirely  to  them- 
ielves.  We  were  convinced  of  this  on  many  other 
occafions  j  nay,  evea  among  thofe  who  lived  in  the. 
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found,  the  weaker  were  often  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  ftronger  party,  and  were  plundered  of  every- 
thing, without  even  attempting  to  make  any  re- 
iiftance. 

Sunday,  the  5th,  the  carpenter  difcovered  the 
cheeks  of  the  foremaft  to  be  rotten,  and  began  to 
iupply  it  with  new  ones.  It  was  fortunate  that  thefe 
defeds  fhould  be  difcovered,  when  we  were  fo  com- 
modioully  fituated,  as  to  be  able  to  procure  the 
materials  that  were  requifite.  On  the  7  th,  while 
the  fore-maft  was  repairing,  the  captain  ordered  a 
new  fet  of  main-rigging  to  be  fitted.  From  our 
putting  into  the  found  to  this  day,  the  weather  had 
been  remarkably  fine ;  but  in  the  morning  of  the  Sth 
we  had  rain  with  a  frefh  gale,  and  in  the  evening  it 
blew  extremely  hard :  but  though  thefe  tempeftuous 
blafts  fucceeded  each  other  quickly,  they  were  of 
ihort  duration  :  yet  we  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
our  mizen-maft  give  way  at  the  head.  About 
eight  o'clock,  the  gale  abated,  but  the  rain  conti- 
nued, almoft  without  intermifiion.  During  thefe 
fqualls  the  natives  frequently  brought  us  fmall  cod, 
fmall  bream,  or  fardine,  and  a  fupply  of  other  filh*. 
Sunday  the  12th,  in  the  evening,  we  received  a 
vifit  from  a  tribe  of  natives,  whom  we  had  not  feen 
before,  and  who,  in  general,  made  a  better  appear- 
ance than  our  old  friends.  When  conducted  into 
the  cabin,  there  was  not  an  objecl:  that  fixed  their 
attention ;  all  our  novelties  were  looked  on  with 
indifference,  except  by  a  very  few,  who  Ihewed  a 
certain  degree  of  curiofity.  On  Thurfday  the  1 6th, 
when  our  carpenters  had  made  a  confiderable  pro- 
grefs  on  the  mizen-maft,  they  difcovered  that  the 
tree  on  which  they  were  at  work,  was  wounded, 
owing,  it  was  imagined,  to  fome  accident  in  cutting 
it  down.  It  therefore  became  necelTary  to  procure 
another  tree  out  of  the  woods,  on  which  work  a'l 
hands  were  employed  about  half  ^  day.  During 
this  operation,  many  of  the  natives  were  gazing  orx 
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with  an  inexpreflible  furprife,  which,  from  their 
general  inattention,  we  did  not  expect.  On  Satur- 
day, the  1 8th,  a  party  of  ftrangers,  in  feven  or 
eight  canoes,  came  into  the  cove,  and  after  look- 
ing at  us  for  fome  time,  retired.  We  concluded, 
that  our  old  friends  would  not  fufFer  them  to  have 
any  dealings  with  us.  It  was  evident,  indeed,  that 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants  engroffed  us  entirely 
to  thcmfeives  ;  and  that  they  carried  on  a  traffic 
with  more  diftant  tribes,  in  thofe  articles  they  had 
received  from  us  ;  for  they  frequently  difappeared 
four  or  five  days  together,  and  returned  with  frefli 
cargoes  of  curiofities  and  Ikins.  Such  of  them  as 
vifited  us  daily,  after  having  difpofed  of  their  trifles, 
employed  thcmfeives  in  filhing,  and  we  always  par- 
took of  what  they  caught :  we  alfo  procured  fr^m 
them  a  confiderable  quantity  of  good  animal  oil, 
which  they  brought  to  us  in  bladders.  Some,  in- 
deed, attempted  to  cheat  us,  by  mixing  water  with 
oil ;  and  once  or  twice  they  fo  far  impofed  upon  U9, 
as  to  fill  their  bladders  with  water  only.  In  ex- 
change for  their  articles  of  traffic,  metal  was  gene- 
rally demanded  by  our  vifitors  ;  and  brafs  had  now 
fupplanted  iron,  being  fought  after,  with  fuch  ea- 
gernefs,  that  before  we  left  the  found,  fcarcely  a  bit 
of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  fliips,  except  what  con- 
ilituted  a  part  of  our  neceffary  inltruments :  fiiits 
of  cloaths  were  ftripped  of  their  buttons  ;  bureaus 
of  their  furniture  ;  kettles,  canniilers,  and  candle- 
iticks,  all  went  to  rack  ;  fo  that  our  American 
friends  procured  from  us  a  greater  variety  of  things, 
than  any  other  nation  we  had  vifited. 

On  Sunday,  the  19th,  moft  of  our  work  being 
now  finifhcd.  Captain  Cook  fet  out  the  next  morn- 
ing to  furvey  the  found.  Proceeding  firfl  to  the 
weft  point,  we  difcovered  a  large  village,  and,  be- 
fore it  a  very  fnug  harbour,  with  from  nine  to  four 
fathoms  water.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village, 
who  were  numerous,  and  to  many  of  whom  tlie 
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commodore  was  no  ftranger,  received  him  vvitli  great 
courtefy,  every  one  preffing  him  to  enter  his  apart- 
ment ;  for  feveral  families  have  habitations  under 
the  fame  roof.  He  accepted  politely  the  invitations, 
and  the  hofpitable  friends  whom  we  viHted,  ui\i- 
fied  every  mark  of  civility  and  refpecl.  In  many 
of  thefe  habitations  women  were  employed,  in 
making  drefles  of  the  bark  or  plant  already  men- 
tioned, and  executed  their  bufinefs  "much  like  the 
natives  of  New  Zealand ;  others  were  bnfy  in  open- 
ing fardines ;  large  flioals  of  M'hich  we  have  feent 
brought  on  fhorc,  and  raeafured  out  to  feveral  peo- 
ple, who  carried  them  home,  where  they  performed 
the  operation  of  curing  them  :  this  is  done  by 
fmoke-drying.  They  are  hung  upon  fm ail  rods  ^  at 
firft,  about  a  foot  over  the  fire ;  they  are  then  re- 
moved higher  and  higher,  to  make  room  for  others. 
When  dried,  they  are  clofely  packed  in  bales, 
and  the  bales  covered  with  mats.  Thus  they 
are  preferved  till  wanted,  and  are  not  unpleafant 
food.  They  alfo  cure  cod,  and  other  large  fifh  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  but  thefe  are  fometimes  dried  in 
the  open  air.  Leaving  this  village,  we  proceeded 
up  the  weft  fide  of  the  found.  For  near  three  miles 
we  faw  feveral  fmall  iflands,  fo  fituated  as  to  form 
fome  convenient  harbours,  the  depths  being  from 
thirty  to  feven  fathoms.  About  two  leagues  within 
the  found,  on  the  fame  fide,  an  arm  runs  in  the  di- 
redion  of  N.  N.  W.  and  another  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion about  two  miles  farther.  About  a  mile  above 
the  fecond  arm  we  found  the  ruins  of  a  village. 
The  framings  of  the  houfes  remained  ftanding,  but 
the  boards  or  roofs  were  taken  away.  Behind  this 
deferted  village  is  a  fmall  plain,  covered  with  the 
largeft  pine-trees  we  had  ever  feen.  This  was  An- 
gular, as  moft  of  the  elevated  ground  on  this  fide 
the  found  appeared  rather  naked.  Pafling  from 
hence  to  the  eaft  fide,  we  obferved,  what  we  had 
before  imagined,  that  it  was  an  ifland,  under  which 
th€  fiirps  lay  j  and  yhat  many  fmaller  ones  lay  fcac- 
No.  62.  10  N  tered 


X754  Cook's  third  and  last  Voyase 

tered  about  on  the  weft  fide  of  it.  Upon  the  mairt 
land,  oppolite  the  north  end  of  our  ifland,  wefaw 
a  village,  and  landed  there,  but  our  comfnodorc 
was  not  fo  politely  received  by  the  Inhabitants,  as 
by  thofe  of  the  other  village  he  had  vifited.  This 
cold  reception  was  occafioned  by  one  furly  chief^ 
who  would  not  fuffer  him  to  enter  their  houfesj 
making  expreffive  figns,  that  he  was  impatient  for 
him  to  be  gone.  Captain  Cook  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  footh  him  with  prefents ;  thefe  he  did  not 
refufe,  though  he  continued  the  fame  kind  of  be- 
haviour. But,  notwithftanding  this  treatment  fromi 
the  inhofpitable  chief,  fome  of  the  young  women 
expeditioully  apparelled  themfelves  in  their  beft  ha- 
biliments, alfembled  in  a  body,  and,  joining  in  an 
agreeable  fong,  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome.  Even- 
ing now  drawing  on,  Captain  Cook  propofed  re- 
turning, and  we  proceeded  for  the  ihips  round  the 
liorth  end  of  the  iiland.  When  returned  aboard j 
we  were  informed,  that  in  our  abfence  fome  Grangers 
from  the  S.  E.  had  vifited  our  people  iii  the  Ihips, 
who  purchafed  of  them  two  filver  table  fpoon^,  that 
appeared  to  be  of  Spanifh  manufacture.  They  were 
worn  round  the  neck  of  one  of  thofe  vifitors  by 
way  of  ornament. 

Wednefday,  the  22nd,  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M* 
we  were  vilited  by  a  number  of  ilrangers  from  thd 
fouthward.  After  their  departure  the  two  captains. 
Cook,  and  Clerke,  went  in  their  own  boats  to  the 
village  at  the  weft  point,  where  our  commodore  had 
been  two  days  before,  and  had  obferved  that  plenty 
of  grafs  was  to  be  had  near  it ;  and  it  was  neccflary 
to  get  a  fupply  of  this,  for  the  few  remaining  goats 
and  fheep  that  were  ft  ill  on  board.  We  received 
the  fame  welcome  reception  as  before,  and  our 
commodore  ordeied  fome  of  the  people  to  begin 
cutting:  not  imagining  the  natives  would  objc<5l  to 
our  furnilhing  oui  felves  with  what  could  not  be  of 
any  ufe  to  them,  though  elTentially  neceflary  forus. 
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in  this,  however,  we  were  miftaken,  for  as  foon  as 
our  men  began  cutting  the  grafs,  fome  of  the  in- 
habitants would  not  permit  them  to  proceed,  faying, 
>'  Makook,**  fignifying,  that  we  muft  buy  them 
firft.  During  this  event.  Captain  Cook  was  in  one 
of  the  houfes,  but,  hearing  of  it,  he  repaired  im- 
mediately to  the  field,  where  he  found  about  us,  a 
dozen  claimants  of  different  parts  of  the  grafs,  that 
grew  on  the  premifes.  The  commodore  treated 
with  them  for  it,  and  having  complied  with  the 
terms  of  his  purchafe,  thought  we  had  now  full 
liberty  to  cut  whatever  we  plcafed.  Here  he  was 
again  miftaken  ;  for  he  had  fo  liberally  paid  the  firft 
pretended  proprietors,  that  frefh  demands  were 
made  from  others,  fo  that  every  fingle  blade  of  grafs 
might  have  had  a  feparate  owner ;  and  fo  many  of 
them  were  to  be  fatisfied,  that  his  pockets  prefently 
became  empty.  When  they  were  convinced  of  this 
laft  ftriking  circumftance,  they  ceafed  to  be  impor- 
tunate, and  we  were  permitted  to  cut  where  we 
thought  proper,  and  as  much  as  wepleafed.  Here 
it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  we  never  met  with 
any  uncivilized  nation,  or  tribe,  who  pcifefied  fuch 
ftricl  notions  of  their  having  an  exclufive  property 
in  the  produce  of  their  country,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  this  found.  They  even  wanted  our  people  to 
pay  for  the  wood  and  water  that  were  carried 
aboard.  Had  Captain  Cook  been  prefent  when 
thefe  demands  were  made,  he  would  doubtlefs  have 
complied  with  them  ;  but  our  workmen  thought 
differently,  and  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  iuch 
.claims.  The  natives  thinking  we  were  determined 
to  pay  not  the  leaft  confideration,  at  length  ceafed 
to  apply  for  the  fame :  but  they  frequently  took 
occafionto  remind  us,  that  their  efteem  for  us  had 
induced  them  to  make  us  a  prefent  of  wood  and 
water.  Having  completed  all  their  operations  at 
this  village,  tjie  natives  and  the  two  captains  took 
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a  friendly  leave  of  each  other,  and  we  returned  to 
the  fhips  in  the  afternoon. 

The  23d,  24th,  and  25th,  were  employed  in  pre- 
paring for  fea ;  the  fails  were  bent ;  the  obfervato- 
ries  and  other  articles  were  removed  from  the 
ihore ;  and  both  fhips  put  into  proper  condition  for 
faihng.  On  Sunday  the  26th,  the  commodore  in- 
tended to  have  fet  fail, but  having  both  wind  and  tide 
againft  us,  we  were  under  a  neceflity  of  waiting  till 
noon,  when  the  tide  turning  in  our  favour,  the 
fhips  were  towed  out  of  the  cove.  At  four  o'clock, 
p.  M.  the  mercury  in  the  barometer  funk  uncom- 
monly low,  and  we  had  every  appearance  of  an  ap- 
proaching ftorm  from  thefouthward  :  but  the  cap- 
tain's anxiety  to  profecute  the  voyage,  and  the  fear 
of  lofing  fo  good  an  opportunity  ot  getting  out  of 
the  found,  operated  more  ftrongly  upon  his  mind 
than  the  apprehenfion  of  dange?-,  and  he  refolved 
to  put  to  fea.  We  were  attended  by  the  natives  till 
we  were  almoft  out  of  the  found  ;  fome  in  their  ca- 
noes, and  others  on  board  the  fhips.  One  of  the 
chiefs  who  had  particularly  attached  himfelf  to 
Captain  Cook,  was  among  thelafl  who  parted  from 
us.  The  captain,  a  little  time  before  we  got  under 
way,  made  him  a  fmall  prefent ;  for  which  he  re- 
ceived, in  return,  a  beaver  fkin  of  much  fupeiior 
value.  For  this  reafon  the  captain  made  an  addi- 
tion to  his  prefent,  which  pleafed  the  chief  fo  highly, 
that  he  prefented  to  the  commodore  the  beaver- 
fkin  cloak  which  he  then  wore,  and  of  which  he 
was  particularly  fond.  Struck  with- this  inflance 
of  generofity,  and  wilhing  him  not  to  be  a  fufferer 
by  his  gratitude,  Captain  Cook  infifted  upon  his 
acceptance  of  a  new  broad-fword,  with  a  brafs  hilt, 
with  which  he  appeared  greatly  delighted.  We 
were  earneftly  importuned  by  the  chief,  and  many 
of  his  countrymen,  to  pay  them  another  vifit ;  who, 
by  way  of  inducement,  promifed  to  procure  a  large 
ftock  of  Ikins.     Before  we  continue  the  progrefs  of 
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our  voyage,  we  thirtk  it  may  be  no  fmall  entertain- 
Hient  to  our  readers,  to  comprife  in  the  remainder 
©f  this  chapter  further  particulars  relative  to  the 
country  and  its  inhabitants. 

The  inlet  in  which  our  fhips  were  moored  is  called 
by  the  natives  Nootka,  but  Captain  Cook  gave  it 
the  name  of  King  George's  Sound.  The  entrance 
is  in  the  eaft  corner  of  Hope  Bay,  in  latitude  49deg. 
33  min.  N.  longitude  233  deg.  12  min.  E.  The  eaft 
coaft  is  covered  by  a  chain  of  funken  rocks,  and, 
near  the  found,  are  fome  iflands  and  rocks  above 
water.  We  enter  the  found  between  two  rocky 
points,  lying  E.  S.  E.  and  W.  N.  W.  from  each 
other,  diiiant  four  miles.  The  found  widens  within 
thefe  points,  and  extends  to  the  northward  at  leaft 
four  leagues.  In  the  middle  of  it  are  a  number  of 
iflands  of  various  llzes.  The  depth  of  water,  not 
only  in  the  middle  of  the  found,  but  alfo  clofe  to 
fome  parts  of  the  Ihore,  is  from  47  to  90  fathoms 
or  more.  Within  its  circuit,  the  harbours  and  an- 
choring places  are  numerous.  The  cove,  where  our 
fhips  anchored,  is  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  found, 
and  alfo  on  the  eaft  of  the  largeft  ifland.  Its  prin- 
cipal recommendation  is  that  of  being  covered  from 
the  fea ;  for  it  is  expofed  to  the  S.  E.  winds, 
which  fometimes  blow  with  great  violence.  Upon 
the  fea  coaft,  the  land  is  tolerably  high  ;  but,  within 
the  found,  it  rifes  into  fteep  hills,  which  have  a 
uniform  appe'arance,  ending  in  roundiih  tops,  with 
fharp  ridges  on  their  lides.  Many  of  thefe  hills  are 
high  ;  all  of  them  are  covered  to  their  fummits  with 
the  thickeft  woods.  The  foil  upon  them  is  produced 
from  rotten  molTes  and  trees,  of  the  depth  of  about 
two  feet.  Their  foundations  are  nothing  more 
than  ftupemious  rocks ;  of  a  grey  or  whitiili  eaft 
when  expofed  to  the  weather ;  but,  when  broken, 
are  of  a  bluifli  grey  colour.  The  rocky  fhores  con- 
fift  entirely  of  this  ;  and  the  beaches  of  the  little 
coves  in  the  found  are  compofed  of  fragments  oi  it. 
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The  climate  appears  to  be  infinitely  milder  than: 
that  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  America,  under  the  fame 
parallel  of  latitude.  We  perceived  no  froft  in  any 
of  the  low  ground  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  vegeta- 
tion proceeded  very  brifkly,  for,  at  this  time,  we 
faw  grafs  upwards  of  a  foot  long.  The  trees  of 
which  the  woods  are  compofed  are  the  Canadian 
pine,  white  cyprefs,  and  two  or  three  other  forts  of 
pine.  The  two  firft  are  in  the  greateft  abundaace. 
At  a  diftance  they  refemble  each  other ;  but  they 
are  eafily  diftinguiflied  on  a  nearer  view,  the  cyprefs 
being  of  a  paler  green  than  the  other.  In  general, 
the  trees  grow  here  with  great  vigour,  and  are  of 
a  large  lize.  About  the  rocks  and  borders  of  the 
w^oods,  we  faw  fome  flrawbcrry  plants,  rafberry, 
currant,  and  goofeberry  bulhes,  all  in  a  flourifliing 
ftate.  We  found  alfo  a  few  black  alder-trees ;  a 
fpecies  of  fow-thiftle  •,  fome  crows-foot  with  a  fine 
crimfon  flower,  and  two  forts  of  anthericum.  We 
met  with  fome  wild  rofe-buihes,  juft  budding  ;  fome 
young  leeks ;  a  fmall  fort  of  grafs,  and  fome  water- 
creffes;  befides  a  great  abundance  of  andromeda. 
The  feafon  of  the  year  did  not  permit  us  to  acquire 
much  knowledge  of  the  vegetables  of  this  country  ; 
and  being  in  a  cove,  on  an  ifland,  all  the  animals 
that  we  faw  alive  were  two  or  three  racoons,  mar- 
tins, fquii  rels ;  and  fome  of  our  people  who  landed 
on  the  continent,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the 
found,  obferved  the  prints  of  a  bear's  feet,  not  far 
from  thelhore-,  but  we  coukl  only  judge  of  the 
quadrupeds  from  the  ikins  purchafedof  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  thefe  were  fometimes  fo  mutilated,  that 
we  could  not  even  guefs  to  what  fpecies  of  animals 
they  belonged,  though  others  were  fo  perfect  as  not 
to  admit  a  doubt  about  them.  The  moil  common 
of  thefe  laft  forts  were  bears,  deer,  foxes,  and 
wolves.  Bear-lkins  are  in  abundance,  but  not  very 
large ;  their  colour  is  generally  a  fhining  black. 
I'he  d^er-lkins  are  not  fo  plenti^il,  and  appear  to 
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belong  to  what  the  inhabitants  of  North-Carolina 
in  America,  call  the  fallow-deer ;  but  Mr.  Millar,^ 
in  his  NewSyftem  of  Natural  Hiftory  diftinguiHies 
it  by  the  name  of  Virginian  deer,  and  thinks  it 
quite  a  different  fpecies  from  ours.  Our  very  nu- 
merous friends  and  fubfcribers  will  not  be  difpleafed 
if  we  here  give  a  decifive  opinion  in  favour  of  that 
Entire  New,  Cheap,  and  Capital  Work,  Millar's 
REAL  New  Body  of  Natural  History,  to  be  com- 
pleated  in  fixty  weekly  numbers,  price  only  fixpence 
each,  and  now  publifliing  with  univerfal  approba-. 
tion,  may  be  faid,  without  the  leaft  particle  of  flat- 
tery, to  be  far  fuperior  to  every  other  publicatioa 
of  the  kind.  May  merit  alone  ever  have  the  pre- 
ference and  encouragement,  with  the  unprejudiced 
and  difmterefted  public,  is  our  iincere  and  hearty 
wilh!  But  to  proceed.  The  foxes  are  numerous, 
tlnd  of  feveral  varieties  5  the  ikins  of  fome  being 
yellow,  with  a  black  tip  at  the  tail ;  others  of  a 
reddifh  yellow,  intermixed  with  black.  We  met 
with  an  entire  wolf's  ikm,  which  was  grey.  Here 
is  the  common  martin,  the  pine  martin,  and  ano- 
ther of  a  lighter  brown  colour.  The  ermine  in 
this  country  is  fmall,  and  not  very  common  :  nor 
is  its  hair  remarkably  fine.  The  animal  is  entirely 
white,  except  about  an  inch  at  the  tip  of  the  tail. 
The  racoons  and  fquirrels  are  of  the  common  fpe- 
cies, but  not  fo  large  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Hogs,  dogs,  and  goats,  have  not  yet  made  their 
appearance  in  this  place. 

The  fea  animals  feen  off  the  coaft  were  w^hales, 
porpoifes,  and  feals  •,  the  lall  of  thefe  feem  only  of 
the  common  fort.  Though  fea-otters  are  amphi- 
bious, yet  we  may  confider  them  as  belonging  to 
this  clafs,  as  living  principally  in  the  water.  The 
fur  of  thefe  animals,  as  mentioned  in  the  Ruffian 
accounts,  is  certainly  fofter  and  finer  than  that  of 
any  other  animals  known  by  the  Europeans  ;  con- 
fequently  the  difcovery  of  this  part  of  the  conti- 
nent 
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Bent  of  North- America,  where  fo  valuable  an  arti- 
cle of  commerce  may  be  met  with,  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  indifference.  Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  Kuilian 
Difcoveries,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pallas,  fays, 
that  the  old  and  middle-aged  fea-otters  j&ins  are  fold 
at  Kiatchta,  by  the  Ruffians,  to  the  Chinefe,  from 
80  to  100  rubles  a  fkin,  that  is  from  i6l.  to  20I. 
each. 

The  birds  that  frequent  the  waters  and  the  fhores 
are  far  from  being  numerous  -,  they  are  very  fhy, 
owing,  perhaps,  to  their  being  continually  harraffed 
by  the  natives,  either  to  eat,  or  for  their  feathers 
to  be  worn  as  ornaments.  We  met  with  humming 
birds,  different  in  fome  refpecls  from  the  various 
forts  already  known  of  this  delicate  little  animal. 
Shags  and  gulls  are  alfo  frequent  in  the  found. 
Same  fwans  too  were  feen  flying  to  the  northward, 
but  we  know  not  their  haunts.  Here  are  two  forts 
of  wild  ducks  ;  one  black,  with  a  white  head  ;  the 
other  white,  with  a  red  bill,  but  of  a  larger  lize  : 
alfo  the  greater  lumme,  or  diver,  found  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe.  On  the  fhores  we  found 
a  fand-piper,  not  unlike  the  burre,  a  plover,  re- 
fembling  our  common  lark,  and  two  kinds  of 
wook-peckers,  one  fmaller  than  a  thrufh,  the  other 
larger  and  more  elegant. 

Fifli  are  more  plentiful  than  birds.  The  princi- 
pal forts  we  found  were  the  common  herring,  not 
exceeding  feven  inches  in  length;  a  fmaller  fort, 
of  the  fame  kind  with  the  anchovy,  though  rather 
larger :  a  filver  coloured  bream,  and  another  of  a 
bj"own  colour,  with  narrow  bhie  ftripes.  Sharks 
fometimes  frequent  the  found,  for  the  natives  have 
fome  of  their  teeth  in  their  pofleffion.  About  the 
rocks  there  is  an  abundance  of  large  mufcles,  many 
of  a  fpan  loTig  ;  in  fome  of  which  are  large  pearls  ; 
but  they  are  not  pleafing  either  in  colour  or  fhape. 
Red  coral  is  to  be  found  either  on  the  coaft  or  in 
the  found,  large  branches  of  it  having  been  fcen  in 
2  the 
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the  canoes  bf  the  natives.  The  only  reptiles  oh- 
ferved  here  were  brown  fnakes,  about  two  feet  in 
length,  having  whitifh  ftripes  on  the  back  and  fides ; 
and  brownifh  water  lizards.  The  tormer  are  quite 
harmlefs.  The  infect  tribe  feem  to  be  much  more 
numerous. 

We  found  here  both' iron  and  copper,  but  we  do 
not  think  either  of  them  belong  to  this  place.  We 
did  not  fee  the  ores  of  any  metals,  except  a  coarfe 
fed  ochry  fubftance,  ufed  by  the  natives  in  paint- 
ing or  ftaining  their  faces  and  bodies  ;  they  had  alfo 
a  black  and  white  pigment  made  ufe  of  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Exclufive  of  the  rock,  which  forms 
the  fhores  and  mountains,  we  found  among  the 
natives  fome  things  made  of  a  hard  black  granite, 
not  very  compaft,  nor  fine  grained  ;  alfo  a  greyifh 
whetftone,  the  common  oilfione,  and  a  black  fort, 
little  inferior  to  the  hone  ftone.  They  had  like- 
wife  pieces  of  rock  chr^'ftal.  We  could  nQt  obtain 
this  from  them  without  a  very  valuable  return. 

As  to  the  natives,  their  perfons,  in  general,  are 
under  the  common  ftature  ;  ufually  pretty  plump, 
but  not  mufcular ;  the  forehead  low,  the  eyes  fmall, 
black,  and  rather  languifhing  than  fparkling ;  the 
mouth  round,  with  laige,  thick  lips ;  the  teeth  to- 
lerably equal  and  well  fet.  Their  eye-brov/s  are 
alfo  fcanty,  and  always  narrow  :  but  the  hair  of  the 
head  is  in  great  abundance,  very  coarfe  and  ftrong; 
and,  without  a  fmgle  exception,  black,  ftraight,-' 
and  lank.  Some  have  no  beards;  others  only  a 
thin  one  on  the  point  of  the  chin  ;  for  they  pluck 
it  out  elfe where  by  the  roots  ;  and  thofe  who  do 
not  thus  eradicate  it,  have  not  only  confiderable 
beards,  on  every  part  of  the  chin,  but  alfo  whifkers, 
or  muftachios,  running  from  the  upper  lip  to  the 
lower  jaw  obliquely  downward;  whence  we  may 
conclude,  that  it  is  a  miftaken  notion,  though 
efpouled  by  eminent  writers,  that  American  Indi- 
ans have  no  beards.  The  limbs,  in  all  of  them. 
No.  63.  10  O  are 
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are  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  other  parts  ;  befides 
they  are  crooked  and  ill-formed,  having  projecting 
ancles,  and  large  feet,  awkwardly  Ciaped  Their 
colour  could  never  be  determined  pofitively,  as  their 
bodies  were  incrufted  with  paint  and  ditt.  The 
women  are  nearly  ©f  the  fame  fize  with  the  men, 
from  whom  it  is  not  eafy  to  diftmguifli  them,  as 
they  pofTcfs  no  natural  delicacies  fuilicient  to  render 
their  perfons  agreeable.  A  certam  famenefs  cha- 
radterizes  both  fexes  ;  dulnefs,  and  want  of  ex- 
prellion,  being  vifibly  pourtrayed  in  every  vifag'e. 
In  common,  their  drefs  is  a  flaxen  kind  of  mantle, 
ornamented  with  a  narrow  flripe  of  fur  on  the  up* 
per  edge,  and  fringes  at  the  lower  one.  Failing 
under  the  left  arm,  it  is  tied  by  taflels  over  the 
right  fhoulder.  Sometimes  they  faften  the  mantle, 
round  the  waift  with  a  girdle  of  coarfe  matting ; 
over  which  is  worn  a  fmall  cloak  of  the  fame  fub- 
ftance,  fnnged  at  the  bottom,  and  reaching  to  the 
waiff .  They  wear  a  cap,  in  fliape  of  a  flower-potj 
made  of  very  fine  matting,  ornamented  with  a 
bunch  of  leathern  taffels,  and  having  a  faring  pafling 
under  the  chin,  to  prevent  its  blowing  off.  Be- 
fides  the  above  di  efs,  which  is  common  to  both 
Jexes,  the  men  throw  frequently  over  their  other 
garments  the  fkin  of  a  bear,  wolf,  or  fea-otter,  with 
the  hair  outward,  and  tie  it  as  a  cloaJv,  Beai"  the 
upper  part,  wearing  it  fometimes  before,  and  fome- 
times  behind.  Was  this  drefs  kept  clean,  it  would 
by  no  means  be  inelegant ;  but  as  they  are  conti- 
nually rubbing  their  bodies  over  with  a  red  paint, 
mixed  with  oil,  their  garments  become  greafy,  and 
contracl  a  rancid  offenfive  fmell.  The  appearance, 
indeed,  of  thefe  people  is  both  wretched  and  filthy, 
and  their  heads  and  garments  fv/arm  with  lice.  So 
lofl  are  they  to  every  idea  of  cleanlinefs,  that  \vc 
frequently  faw  them  pick  off  thefe  vermin,  and  eat 
them  with  the  greateli;  compofure.  Their  faces  are 
ornamented  with  a  variety  of  colours  j  a  black,  a 

brighter 


To    THE    Pacific  Ocean,  &:c.     17(53 

brighter  red,  or  a  white  colour:  the  laft  of  thefe 
jrives  them  a  ghaftly  appearance.   Over  the  paint  they 
itrew  the   brown  martial  mica,  which  caufes  ic  to 
glitter.     Many  of  their  ears  are  perforated   in  the 
lobe,  where  they  make  a  large  hole,  and  two  fmal- 
ler  ones  higher  up  on  the  outei'  edge.     In   thele 
holes  are  hung  birs  of  bone,  quills  faltened  upon  a 
leathern   thong,  fhells,  bunches  of  tafTels,  or  thin 
pieces  of  copper.     In  fomc,  the  feptum  of  the  nofe 
is  alfo  perforated,  and  a  piece  of  cord  drawn  through' 
it.     Others  wear,  at  the  fame  place,  pieces  of  cop- 
per, brafs,  or  iron,  fnaped  ibmewhat  like  a  horfe- 
Ihoe,  the  narrow  opening  receiving  the  feptum,  fo 
that  it  may  be  pinched   gently  by  the  twp  points, 
and   thps   the   ornament  hangs  over  the  upper  lip. 
Their  bracelets,  which  they  wear  about  their  wrifus, 
are  bunches  of  white  bugle  beads,  or  thongs  with 
taffels,  or  a  black,  broad,  horny,  fhining  fubUance, 
Round  th^lr  ancles  they  wear  frequently  leathern 
thongs,  or  th?  finews  of  animals  curioufly  twifted. 
Befides  thefe,  their  ordinary  drelles,  they"  have  fome 
that  are  ufed  only  when  going  forth  to  war,  and 
exhibiting    themfelve?   to    ftrangcrs  in  ceremoniaj^ 
viftts.     Among   thefe   2[re   the  Ikins  of   bears  oi' 
wolves,  tied  on  like  their  other  garments,  but  edged 
with  broad  borders  of  fur^  ornamented  ingenioufly 
with  various  figures.     They   are  worn  fepara.tely, 
or  over  their  common  cloathing.     The  moil  ufual 
head-drefs,   on  thefe   occalions,  is   a   quantity   of 
withe,  wrapped  about  the  head,  with  l^rge  feathenj^ 
particularly  thofe  of  eagles  ftuck  in  it,  or  entirely 
covered   with  fmall  white  feathers.     At  the  fame 
time  the  face  is  varioufly  painted,  the  upper  and 
lower  parts   being   of  oppoiite   colours,    and  the 
ftrokes  having  the  appearance  of  large  gafhes  ;  or 
it  is  befmeared  with  a  kind  of  fat  or  tallow,  mixed 
with  paint,  forjned  into  a  great  variety  of  figuresi^ 
fomewhat  like  carved  work.     The  hair,  fometirpes, 
is  feparated  into  fmall  parcels,  and  tied,  at  intervals, 
10  O  2  with 


lyS^    Coon's    THIXD    AND    LAST   VoYAGE 

xyith  thread  :  others  tie  it  behind,  after  the  Engliih 
falhion.  Thus  equipped,  they  have  a  truly  favage 
and  ridiculous  appeal  ance,  which  is  much  heighten- 
ed when  they  alTume  their  monftrous  decorations. 
Thefe  confift  of  a  great  variety  of  wooden  mafks, 
applied  to  the  face,  forehead,  or  upper  part  of  the 
head.  Some  of  the  vifors  refemble  human  faces, 
having  hair,  beards,  and  eye-brows ;  others  repre- 
fent  the  heads  of  birds,  and  various  animals,  fuch 
as  deer,  porpoifes,  wolves,  &c.  Such  kind  of  re- 
prefentations  exceed  generally  the  natural  iize,  and 
they  are  frequently  ilrewed  with  pieces  of  the  mica, 
which  makes  them  glitter,  and  augments  their  de- 
formity. In  thefe  imaginary  decorations,  they 
ibmetimes  run  into  greater  excefs,  and  fix  large 
pieces  of  carved  work  upon  the  head,  projeding  to 
a  confiderable  diliance,  and  refembling  the  prow  of 
a  canoe.  Whether  thefe  extravagant  mafquerade 
ornaments  are  ufed  on  any  religious  occafion,  or 
in  any  kind  of  diverfion,  or  whether  they  are  in- 
tended to  intimidate  by  their  monftrous  appearance, 
or  as  decoys  when  hunting  animals,  is  uncertain. 
One  of  the  di  efTes  feems  peculiarly  adapted  to  war : 
it  is  a  thick  tanned  leathern  mantle,  double,  and 
appears  to  be  the  lldn  of  an  elk,  or  buffalo.  This 
is  fattened  on  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and  is  fo  con- 
trived as  to  cover  the  breaft  quite  up  to  the  throaty 
part  of  it,  at  the  fame  time,  falling  down  to  their 
heels.  This  garment  is  curioufly  painted,  and  is 
iirong  enough,  as  we  underftood  from  them,  to 
refift  even  fpeai  s ;  fo  that  it  may  be  confidered  as 
their  completcft  defenfive  armour.  Though  we 
cannot  view  thefe  people  without  a  kind  of  horror, 
when  they  are  thus  ftrangly  apparelled,  yet  when 
divefted  of  thefe  extravagant  drefl'es,  and  beheld  in 
their  common  habit,  tbey  feem  to  be  of  a  quiet, 
phlegmatic  difpofition  ;  though  deficient  in  viva- 
city, to  render  themielves  agreeable  in  fociety. 
They  are  rather  referved  than  loquacious  j  but  their 

gravity 


To   T H  E    P A  c I F I  c  Ocean,  8zc,     i 765 

gravity  feems  conftltutional,  and  not  the  refult  of 
any  particular  mode  of  education  :  for  the  orations 
made  by  them  on  public  occafions,  are  littb  more 
than  fhort  fentences,  or  only  lingle  words,  forcibly 
repeated  in  one  tone  of  voice,  accompanied  with  a 
fingle  gefture  at  every  fentence.  From  their  offer- 
ing human  IkuUs  and  bones  to  fale,  there  is  not  the 
leaft  reafon  to  doubt  of  their  treating  their  enemies 
with  a  favage  cruelty  ;  but,  as  this  circumftance 
rather  marks  a  general  agreement  of  character 
among  almoft  every  uncivilized  tribe,  in  every  age 
and  country,  they  are  not  to  be  reproached  with 
any  charge  of  peculiar  inhumanity.  We  had  not 
any  reafon  to  judge  unfavourably  of  their  difpoli- 
tion  in  this  refpecl :  they  appear  to  be  docile,  cour- 
teous, and  good-natured  5  but,  notwithftanding 
their  phlegmatic  temper,  they  are  quick  in  refent- 
ing  injuries ;  yet,  like  all  paffionate  people,  they 
forget  them  quickly.  It  muil  be  admitted,  that 
they  are  not  wholly  unfufceptible  of  the  tender  paf- 
fions,  which  is  evident  from  their  being  fond  of 
mulic,  and  that  too  of  the  pathetic  kind. 

Their  fongs  are  generally  flow  and  fblemn.  Son-^ 
nets  were  fung  by  lingle  performers,  keeping  time 
by  ftriking  the  hand  againft  the  thigh.  A  rattle, 
and  a  fmall  whiille,  are  the  only  inftruments  of  mu- 
lic which  we  faw  among  them.  The  rattle  is  ufed 
when  theyfmg;  but  upon  what  occafions  the  whif- 
tle  is  employed,  we  know  not,  unlefs  it  be  when 
they  alTume  the  figures  of  particular  animals,  and 
endeavour  to  imitate  their  howl  or  cry.  We  once 
faw  one  of  thefe  people  dreffea  in  the  fkin  of  a 
wolf,  with  the  head  covering  his  own,  driving  ta 
imitate  that  animal,  by  making  a  fqueaking  noife 
with  a  whittle  he  had  in  his  mouth.  The  rattles 
are  generally  in  the  fhape  of  a  bird,  with  fmall  peb- 
bles in  the  belly,  and  the  tail  is  the  handle.  We 
obfcrved  another  fort,  which  refembles  a  child's 
rattle. 

In 
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In  trafficking  with  us,  fomc  of  them  difplayed  a 
difpoiition  to  knavery ;  takipg  away  our  goods 
without  making  any  return.  But  the  inftances  of 
this  were  rare,  and  we  had  abundant  realbn  to  ap- 
prove the  integrity  of  their  conduct.  However, 
their  eagernefs  to  poflefs  iron,  brafs,  or  any  kind 
of  metal,  was  fo  great,  that  when  an  opportunity 
prefented  itfelf,  few  of  them  could  relift  the  tempta- 
tion to  fteal  it.  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  fea 
iflands  in  their  petty  larcenies  were  actuated  by  3 
childifli  difpofition,  rather  than  a  thievifh  one.  The 
novelty  of  the  object  excited  their  curioiity,  and 
was  a  fufficient  inducement  for  them  to  get  poffef- 
fion  of  it  by  any  means  :  but  the  natives  of  Nootka, 
who  made  free  with  our  property,  are  entitled  to 
no  fuch  apology.  The  appellation  of  thieves  is  cer- 
tainly applicable  to  them  :  for  they  well  knew  that 
what  they  pilfered  from  us  would  be  fubfervient  to 
the  private  purpofes  of  utility;  and  it  was  fortu- 
nate for  us,  that  metals  were  the  only  articles  upon 
M'liich  they  fet  any  value  j  but  thefts  are  very  com*- 
nion  among  themfelves,  producing  continually 
quarrels,  of  which  we  faw  feveral  inftances. 

The  two  villages  we  vifited  are  probably  the  only 
inhabited  parts  of  the  found.  The  number  of  in- 
habitants may  be  computed  from  the  canoes  that 
vifited  our  fliips  the  lecond  day  after  our  arrivah 
They  confifted  of  about  a  hundred,  which  upon  an 
average,  contained,  at  leafl,  five  perfons  each  ;  but 
as  there  were  very  few  women,  children,  or  youjng 
men  among  them,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that 
the  number  of  fouls  in  the  two  villages,  could  not 
be  lefs  than  four  times  the  number  of  our  vifitors, 
being  in  the  whole  tu^o  thoufand.  The  village, 
iituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  found,  ftandson  the 
iide  of  a  pretty  fteep  afcent,  extending  from  the 
beach  to  the  wood.  There  are  holes,  or  windows, 
in  the  tides  of  the  houfes  to  look  out  at,  having 
bits  of  mats  hung  before  them,  to  prevent  the  rain 
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getting  ID.  Their  houfes,  in  the  inficle,  may,  with 
propriety,  be  compared  to  a  long  Englifli  ftable 
with  a  double  range  of  ftalls,  and  a  broad  paflage  in 
the  middle ;  for  the  different  families  are  feparated 
only  by  a  piece  of  plank.  Clofe  to  the  fides,  in 
each  of  thefe  parts,  is  a  bench  of  boards,  raifed  five 
or  fix  feet  higher  than  the  reft:  of  the  floor,  and  co- 
vered with  mats,  whereon  the  family  lie  and  deep. 
Thefe  benches  are  commonly  feven  or  eight  feet 
long,  and  four  or  five  broad.  In  the  middle  of  the 
flooj,  between  them,  is  the  fire-place,  which  has 
neither  hearth  no  chimney.  This  part  appeared  com- 
mon to  them  all.  The  naftinefs  and  ftench  of  their 
houfes  are  at  leaft  equal  to  the  confufion  within  ; 
for,  as  they  dry  their  fifh  within  doors,  they  alfo 
gut  them  there,  which,  with  their  bones  and  frag- 
ments, thrown  down  at  meals,  and  the  addition  of 
other  forts  of  filt^,  lie  every  where  in  heaps,  and 
are,  it  ihould  feem,  never  carried  away,  till  they 
become  troublefome,  from  their  fize,  to  walk  over 
them.  In  a  word,  their  houfes  are  as  fil thy  as  hog- 
fties  ;  every  thing  in,  and  about  them,  (linking  of 
fifh,  train  oil  and  fmoke.  Their  furniture  conlifts 
chiefly  of  chefts  and  boxes  of  various  fizes,  piled 
upon  each  other,  at  the  fides  or  ends  of  each  houfe, 
wherein  they  depofit  all  their  valuables,  fuch  as 
fkins,  garments,  mafks,  &c.  Many  of  thefe  boxes 
are  painted  black,  and  ftudded  with  the  teeth  of 
animals,  or  rudely  decorated  with  figures  of  birds 
carved.  To  complete  the  fcene  of  confufion,  in 
different  parts  of  their  habitations  are  hung  up  im- 
plements of  fifliing,  and  other  articles.  Among 
thefe  we  may  reckon  their  images,  which  are  no- 
thing more  than  the  trunks  of  large  trees,  of  the 
height  of  about  four  feet,  placed  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  apartment,  with  a  human  face  carved  on  the 
front,  and  the  hands  and  arms  upon  the  fides. 
Thefe  figures  are  varioufly  painted,  and  make,  upon 
the   whole,    a   ridiculous   appearance.     They    arc 
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called  generally  Klumma.  A  fort  of  curtain,  made' 
of  mat,  ufually  hung  before  the  images,  which  the 
tiatives  were  fometimes  unwilling  to  remove  •,  and 
when  they  did  confent  to  unveil  thern,  they  feemed 
to  exprefs  themi'elves  in  a  very  myfterious  manner  ; 
and  yet  they  were  held  in  no  very  extraordinary 
degree  of  eftimation,  feeing,  with  a  fm all  quantity' 
of  brafs  or  iron,  all  the  idols  in  the  place  might 
have  been  purchafed.  Mr.Webber,  when  drawing, 
a  view  of  the  infide  of  the  houfe,  wherein  thofe 
figures  were  placed,  Was  interrupted  in  his  work 
by  one  of  the  inhabitants.  Mr.  Webber,  thinking 
a  bribe  would  have  a  proper  efFeft,  prefented  to 
him  a  metal-button  from  his  coat,  w^hich  immedi- 
ately operated  as  was  intended  :  foon  after  he  was 
again  interrupted  by  the  fame  man,  who  held  a 
mat  before  the  figures:  our  gentleman  therefore 
^ave  him  another  button,  and  was  again  fuffered 
to  proceed.  The  man  then  renewed  his  former 
tricks,  till  Mr.  Webber  had  parted  with  every  An- 
gle button  ;  after  which  he  received  not  any  farther 
moleftation. 

As  to  the  domeftic  life  of  thefe  people,  the  men 
fecni  to  be  c'liefiy  employed  in  fifiiing  and  killing 
animals,  for  the  fuftenance  of  their  families,  few  of 
them  being  engaged  in  any  houfehold  bufinefs ;  but 
the  women  were^  employed  in  manufacluring  their 
garments  ;  and  in  curing  fardines,  which  they  alfo 
carry  from  the  canoes,  to  their  houfes.  They  alfo 
goin  fmall  canoes,  to  gather mufcles,  and  other  fliell- 
fifli.  In  the  labour  of  the  paddle  they  are  as  dex- 
trous as  the  men,  who  fliew  them  very  Httle  refpeft 
or  attention  on  this,  or  any  other  occafion.  But 
the  young  men  are  remarkably  indolent,  fitting  ge- 
nerally about  in  fcattered  companies,  balking  in 
the  fun,  or  wallowing  in  the  fand  upon  the  beach, 
like  fo  many  hogs,  without  any  kind  of  covering. 
This  difregard  of  decency  was,  however,  confined 
folely  to  the  males  j  for  the  females  were  always 
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cloathed,  and  behaved  with  great  propriety,  merit- 
ing juftly  comnniendation  for  a  modeft  bafhfulnefs, 
fo  becoming  thatfex.  In  the  women  of  this  place,  it 
is  the  more  meritorious,  as  the  men  have  not  theleaft 
fenfe  of  fhame.  Both  fexes  pafs  much  of  their  time 
in  their  canoes,  efpecialiy  in  the  fummer  j  in  which 
they  eat,  fleep,  and  frequently  lie  to  balk  themfelves 
in  the  fun  ;  for  thefe  purpofes  they  are  fufficiently 
fpacious,  and  are,  in  rainy  weather,  more  comfort- 
able habitations  than  their  filthy  houfes. 

Though  their  food,  ftndlly  fpeaking,  may  be  faid 
to  conlift  of  every  thing  animal  or  vegetable  that 
they  can  procure,  yet  the  quantity  of  the  latter 
bears  an  exceeding  fmall  proportion  to  that  of  the 
former.  Their  greateft  reliance  for  food  is  upon 
the  fea,  as  affording  fiih,  mufcles,  fmaller  fliell-filh, 
and  fea-animals.  Among  the  firft  are  herrings,  far- 
dines,  two  fpecies  of  bream,  and  fome  fmall  cod. 
The  herrings  and  fardines  not  only  ferve  to  be  eaten 
frefli  in  their  feafon,  but  to  be  dried  and  fmoaked 
as  ftores.  The  roes  of  thefe  alfo,  ftrewed  upon  the 
branches  of  the  Canadian  pine,  or  prepared  upon 
a  long  fea-grafs,  afford  them  another  grand  re- 
fource  for  food.  They  alfo  eat  the  roe  of  fome 
other  large  fifh,  that  has  a  very  rancid  fmell  and 
tafte.  The  large  mufcles  are  found  in  great  abun- 
dance in  the  found.  After  having  roafted  them  in 
their  fhells,  they  are  (luck  upon  long  wooden 
&ewers,  and  taken  off  as  they  are  wanted  to  be 
eaten.  They  require  no  other  preparation,  though 
they  are  fometimes  dipped  in  oil,  as,  fauce.  The 
porpoife  is  a  food  more  common  among  them,  than 
that  of  any  other  aniinal  la  their  fea  ;  the  flefh  angt 
rind  of  which  they  cut  mto  large  pieces,  dry  them 
as  they  do  herrings,  and  eat  them  without  farther 
preparation.  They  alio  make  a  fort  of  broth  from 
the  porpoife,  when  frefli,  m  a  very  fmgular  manner. 
They  put  fome  pieces  of  it  into  a  wooden  veffel, 
containing  a  fufEcient  quantity  of  water,  into  which. 
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they  throw  heated  ftones.  This  operation  is  re- 
peated till  the  contents  are  fuppofed  to  be  ftewed 
enough.  This  is  a  common  difli  among  them,  and 
feems  to  be  a  ftrong  nourifhing  food.  They  Hke- 
u'ife  feed  probably  upon  whales,  feals,  and  fes- 
otters,  the  Ikins  of  the  two  latter  being  common 
among  them,  and  they  are  furnifhed  with  imple- 
ments of  all  forts  for  their  deftrudion,  though 
perhaps  they  may  not  be  able,  at  all  feafons,  to 
catch  them  in  great  plenty.  However,  from  thefc, 
and  other  fea  animals,  they  procure  oil  in  great 
abundance,  which  they  ufe,  mixed  with  other  food, 
as  fauce  ;  and  often  fip  it  alone  with  a  kind  of  horn- 
fcoop.  Their  frefh  Ikins,  at  this  time,  were  very 
fcarce  •,  as  were  the  land  animals;  for  we  faw  no  flefli 
belonging  to  the  latter  •,  and,  though  their  fkins  were 
to  be  had  in  plenty,  they  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
procured  from  other  tribes.  From  thefe,  and  other 
circumftances,  it  plainly  appeared  to  us,  that  thefe 
people  are  furnifhed  with  the  principal  part  of  their 
animal  food  by  the  fea  ;  if  we  except  a  few  gulls, 
and  fome  other  birds,  which  they  ftioot  with  their 
arrows.  Their  only  winter  vegetables  feem  to  be 
the  Canadian  pine-branches,  and  fea-grafs  ;  but,  as 
the  fpring  advances,  they  ufe  others  as  they  come 
in  feafon.  The  moft  common  of  thefe  were  two 
forts  of  roots,  of  a  mild  fweetifti  tafte,  which  are 
eaten  raw  ;  as  is  alfo  a  fmall,  fweetifh  root,  about 
the  thicknefs  of  farfaparilla.  As  the  feafon  ad- 
vances, they  have  doubtlefs  many  others  which  we 
did  not  fee :  for,  though  there  is  not  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  cultivation  among  them,  there  are 
plenty  of  elder,  goofeberry,  and  currant  bulhes. 
One  of  the  conditions,  however,  which  they  feem 
to  require  in  all  their  food,  is,  that  it  ftiould  be  of 
the  lefs  acrid  kind ;  for  they  would  not  touch  the 
leak  or  garlic,  though  they  fold  us  great  quantities 
of  it,  when  they  underftood  it  was  what  we  liked. 
They  feem  not  to  relifh  any  of  our  food,  and  re- 
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jelled  our  fpirituous  liquors  as  difgufting  and  unna- 
tural. It  is  their  ordinary  practice  to  roaft  or  broil 
their  food;  for  they  are  abfolute  ftrangers  to  our 
method  of  boiling,  as  appears  from  their  manner 
of  preparing  porpoife  broth  •,  befides,  as  they  have 
only  wooden  veffeis,  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to 
perform  fuch  an  operation.  Their  manner  of  eat- 
ing correfponds  with  the  naftinefs  of  their  houfes 
and  perfons  ;  for  the  platters  and  troughs,  out  of 
which  they  eat  their  viduals,  feem  never  to  have 
been  waihed  fince  their  original  formation  ;  the 
dirty  remains  of  a  former  meal,  being  only  fwept 
away  by  a  fucceeding  one.  Every  thing  folid  and 
tough,  they  tear  to  pieces  with  their  hands  and  teeth ; 
for  though  their  knives  are  employed  in  cutting  off 
the  larger  portions,  they  have  not  yet  endeavoured 
to  reduce  thefe  to  mouthfuls  by  the  fame  means, 
though  more  cleanly  and  convenient.  But  they  do 
not  polTefs  even  an  idea  of  cleanlinefs,  and  eat  con- 
ftantly  the  roots  which  are  dug  out  of  the  ground, 
without  attempting  tofhake  off  the  foil  thsit  adheres 
to  them.  Whether  they  have  any  fet  time  for  their 
meals  we  never  could  find  out,  having  (een  them 
eat  at  all  hours  in  their  canoes.  But  having  ob-? 
ferved  feveral  meffes  of  porpoife  broth  preparing 
about  noon,  when  we  went  to  the  village,  they  may 
probably  make  a  principal  meal  about  that  time. 

Thefe  people  have  bows,  and  arrows,  fpears,  flings, 
fliort  truncheons  made  of  bone,anda  fmaU  pick-axe, 
fomewhat  refembling  the  common  American  toma- 
hawk. Some  of  the  arrows  are  pointed  with  iron, 
and  others  with  indented  bone:  the  fpear  has  ufelly 
a  long  point  made  of  bone.  The  tomahawk  i&  a 
ftone  of  the  length  of  feven  or  eight  inches,  one 
end  terminating  in  a  point,  and  the  other  fixed  in 
a  wooden  handle.  This  is  intended  to  refemble  the 
head  and  neck  of  a  human  figure  ;  the  ftone  being 
fixed  in  the  mouth  fo  as  to  reprefent  a  tongue  of  a 
great  magnitude.     To  heighten  the  refemblance, 
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human  hair  is  fixed  to  it.  This  weapon  is  called 
taaweefli ;  and  they  have  another  made  of  ftonc, 
"which  they  call  feeaik,  about  ten  or  twelve  inches 
long,  having  a  fquare  point.  From  the  number  of 
their  weapons  it  may  be  reafonably  concluded,  that 
they  engage  frequently  in  clofe  combat ;  and  we 
had  very  difagreeable  proofs  of  their  wars  being, 
b-th  frequent  and  bloody,  from  the  quantity  of 
human  Ikulls  that  were  offered  to  us  for  fale. 

With  refpecl  to  the  defign  and  execution  of  their 
manufactures,  and  mechanic  arts,  they  are  more 
extf^niive  and  ingenious  than  could  poffibly  be  ex- 
pected from  the  natural  difpofition  of  the  people, 
and  the  little  progrcfs  they  have  made  in  civiliza- 
tion. The  flaxen  and  woollen  garments  engage 
their  firft  care,  as  being  the  moft  mateiial  of  thofc 
that  may  be  claffed  under  the  head  of  m-inuf?.<?lures. 
The  former  are  fabricated  from  the  bsrk  of  the 
pine-tree,  beat  into  a  mafs  refembling  hemp.  After 
having  been  prepared  in  a  proper  manner,  it  is 
fpresd  upon  a  ftick,  faltened  to  two  others  m  aA 
erecb  poUtion.  The  manufacturer,  who  fits  on  her 
hams  at  this  fimple  machine,  knots  it  acrofs,  at  the 
diilancc  of  abouc  half  an  inch  from  each  other,  with 
fmall  plaited  threads.  Though  it  cannot,  by  this 
method,  be  rendered  fo  clofe  and  firm  as  cloth  that 
is  woven, it  is  fufficientiy  impervious  to  the  air,and 
is  Ukewife  fofter  and  more  pliable.  Their  woollen 
garments  hive  much  the  appearance  of  woven  cloth; 
but  the  fuppofition  of  their  being  wrought  in  a 
loom  is  deftroyed,  by  the  various  figures  that  are 
ingenioufly  inf  rted  in  them  ;  it  being  very  impro- 
bable that  thefe  people  fhoiild  be  able  to  produce 
fuch  a  complex  work,  except  immediately  by  their 
hands.  They  are  of  different  qualities  ;  fome  re- 
fembling our  coarfeft  fort  of  blankets  ;  and  others 
not  much  inferior  to  our  fineft  fort,  and  certainly 
both  fofter  and  warmer.  The  wool  of  which  they 
are  manufactured,  feems  to  be  procured  from  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  animals,  particularly  the  fox  and  brown  lynx. 
That  from  the  lynx  is  the  fineft,  and  nearly  refem- 
bles  our  coarfer  wools  in  colour;  but  the  hair, 
which  alfo  grows  upon  the  animal,  being  intermixed 
with  it,  caufes  the  appearance  to  be  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent when  wrought.  The  ornamental  figures  in 
thefe  garments  are  difpofed  with  great  talte,  and 
are  generally  of  a  different  colour,  being  ufually 
dyed  either  of  a  deep  brown,  or  a  yellow  ;  the  lat- 
ter of  which,  when  new,  equals  in  brightnefs,  the 
moll  vivid  in  our  beft  carpets. 

Their  tafte  for  carving  on  all  their  wooden  arti- 
cles, correfponds  with  that  of  working  figures  upon 
their  garments.  Nothing  is  to  be  feen  without  a 
kind  of  freeze-work,  or  a  reprefentation  of  fome 
animal  upon  it ;  but  the  molt  common  one  is  that 
of  the  human  face.  The  general  delign  of  thefe 
figures  conveys  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  ob- 
jects they  are  intended  to  reprefent ;  and  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  many  of  the  mafks  and  heads,  they 
prove  themfelves  to  be  ingenious  fculptors.  They 
preferve,  with  the  greateft  exaclnefs,  the  general 
charader  of  their  own  faces,  and  finifh  the  more 
minute  parts  with  great  accuracy  and  neatnefs. 
That  thefe  people  have  a  fondnefs  for  works  of  this 
fort  is  obfervable  in  a  variety  of  particulars.  Re- 
prefentations  of  human  figures,  birds,  beads,  fifli, 
and  models  of  houfehold  utenfils,  were  found 
among  them  in  a  very  great  abundance.  To  their 
Ikill  in  the  imitative  arts,  we  may  add  their  draw- 
ing them  in  colours.  The  whole  procefs  of  their 
whale-fifhery  has  been  reprefented,  in  this  manner, 
on  the  caps  they  wear.  The  execution  was  indeed 
rude,  but  hereby  we  were  convinced,  that,  though 
they  have  not  the  knowledge  of  letters  among  them, 
they  have  a  notion  of  reprefenting  adions  in  a  lad- 
ing way,  exclufive  of  recording  them  in  their  fongs 
and  traditions. 

The  drudure  of  their  canoes  is  limple,  yet  they 
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are  well  calculated  for  every  ufeful  ptirpofe.  The 
largeft  fort,  which  in  each  one  will  contain  upwards 
of  twenty  people,  are  formed  of  a  fingle  tree.  The 
length  of  many  of  them  is  40  feet,  the  breadth  7, 
and  the  depth  3.  They  become  gradually  narrower 
fi'om  the  middle  towards  the  end,  the  ftern  ending, 
perpendicularly,  with  a  knob  at  the  top.  The  fore- 
part ftretches  forwards,  and  upwards,  and  ends  in 
a  point,  or  prow,  much  higher  than  the  fides  of  the 
canoe,  which  are  nearly  ftraight.  The  greateft 
part  of  them  are  without  any  ornament  j  but  fomc 
have  a  little  carving,  and  are  ftudded  with  feals 
teeth  on  the  furface.  They  have  neither  feats,  nor 
any  other  fupporters,  on  the  infide,  except  fome 
fniall  round  flicks,  about  the  fize  of  a  walking  cane, 
placed  acrofs,  about  half  the  depth  of  a  canoe. 
They  are  very  light,  and,  on  account  of  their 
breadth  and  flatnefs,  fwim  firmly,  without  an  out- 
rigger, of  which  they  are  all  deftitute.  Their  pad- 
dles, which  are  fmall  and  light,  refemble  a  fmall 
leaf  in  fhape,  being  pointed  at  the  bottom,  broad 
in  the  middle,  and  gradually  becoming  narrow  in 
the  fhaft  •,  the  whole  length  being  above  five  feet. 
By  conflant  pradice,  they  have  acquired  great  dex- 
terity in  the  management  of  thefc  paddles  j  but 
they.never  make  ufe  of  any  fails. 

In  their  employment  of  fifhing  and  hunting,  their 
inflruments  are  ingenioufly  contrived,  and  com- 
pletely made.  They  confift  of  nets,  hooks,  lines, 
harpoons,  gigs,  andan  inflrument  refembling  an  oar. 
The  laft  is  about  20  feet  in  length,  four  or  five  iii- 
ches  in  breadth,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of  half  an 
inch.  The  edges  for  about  two  thirds  of  its  length, 
are  fet  with  fiiarp  bone- teeth  ;  the  other  third  ferv- 
ing  for  a  handle.  With  this  inflrument  they  flrike 
herrings,  fardines,  and  other  fifh  as  come  in  ihoals, 
which  are  taken  either  upon,  or  in  the  teeth.  Their 
hooks,  made  of  bone  and  wood,  difplay  no  great 
ingenuity  j  but  the  harpoon,  ufed  in  flriking  whales, 

and 
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and  other  fea  animals,  manifefts  evident  contri- 
vance. It  confills  of  a  piece  of  bone,  formed  into 
barbs,  in  which  the  oval  blade  of  a  large  mufcle 
Ihell,  and  the  point  of  the  inftrument  are  fixed. 
Two  or  three  fathoms  of  rope  is  fattened  ;  to  one 
€nd  of  which  the  harpoon  is  fixed  fo  as  to  leave  the 
ihaft  floating,  as  a  buoy  upon  the  water,  when  the 
animal  is  llruck. 

As  to  their  manner  of  catching  land  animals,  or 
killing  them,  we  are  ftrangers  ;  but,  it  is  probable 
that  they  flioot  the  fmaller  forts  with  their  arrows, 
and  encounter  bears,  wolves,  and  foxes,  with  their 
fpears.  Sometimes  they  decoy  them,  by  covering 
themfelves  with  their  fkins,  and  running  upon  all 
fours,  at  which  fport  they  are  remarkable  nimble. 
For  the  fame  purpofes  the  malks,  or  carved  heads, 
as  well  as  the  dried  heads  of  different  animals,  are 

Every  particular  of  the  rope  kind,  which  they 
ufe  in  making  their  various  articles,  is  formed  either 
from  thongs  of  Ikins,  and  finews  of  animals,  or 
from  the  flaxen  fubflance,  of  which  they  manufac- 
ture their  mantles.  The  finews  were  fometimes  fo 
remarkably  long,  that  it  was  hardly  pofliblc  they 
could  have  belonged  to  any  other  animal  than  the 
whale.  The  afliftance  they  receive  from  iron  tools 
contributes  to  their  dexterity  in  wooden  perfor- 
mances. Their  implements  are  almoft  wholly  made 
of  iron.  One  chifTel  indeed  we  faw  made  of  bone. 
This  confifts  of  a  flat  long  piece,  faftened  into  a 
wooden  handle.  A  ftone  is  their  mallet,  and  a  bit  of 
fifli-lkin  their  poliflier.  Some  of  thefe  chiflels  were 
nine  or  ten  inches  in  length,  and  three  or  four  in 
breadth ;  but  they  were,  in  general,  confiderably 
fmaller.  The  chiflel  and  the  knife  are  the  principal 
forms  that  iron  aflumcs  among  them.  Some  of 
their  knives  are  very  large,  having  crooked  blades  ; 
the  edge  being  on  the  back,  or  convex  part.  They 
are  ftiarpened  upon  a  coarfe  flate  whetftone,  and 
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kept  continually  bright.  What  we  faw  among  theiri, 
were  about  the  breadth  and  thicknefs  of  an  iroi^ 
hoop  ;  and  their  fingular  form  plainly  proves,  that 
they  are  not  of  European  make.  Iron  is  called  by 
the  natives  feekemaile,  a  name  which  they  alfo  give 
to  tin,  and  other  white  metals.  It  being  fo  com* 
men  among  thefe  people,  we  were  anxious  to  dif- 
cover  how  it  could  be  conveyed  to  them.  On  oui* 
arrival  in  the  found,  we  perceived  that  they  had  3) 
knowledge  of  traffic,  and  an  inclination  to  purfue 
it ;  and  we  were  afterwards  convinced,  that  they 
had  not  acquired  this  knowledge  from  a  curfory  in- 
terview with  ftrangers  ;  but  with  whom  they  car- 
ried on  this  traffic  we  could  not  learn  >  for  though 
we  faw  feveral  articles  of  European  manufacture, 
fuch  as  brafs  and  iron,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that 
they  were  received  from  European  nations.  We 
could  not  obtain  the  leaft  information  of  their  hav- 
ing feen  fhips,  like  ours,  before,  nor  of  their  having 
been  engaged  in  commerce  with  fuch  civihzed  people. 
Many  circumftances  corroborate  to  prove  this  be- 
yond doubt.  On  our  arrival,  they  were  earneft  in 
their  enquiries,  whether  we  meant  to  fettle  among 
them,  and  whether  we  were  friendly  vilitors,  in- 
forming us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  gave  us 
wood  and  water  from  motives  of  friendfhip.  This 
proves  fufficiently,  that  they  confidered  themfclves 
as  proprietors  of  the  place,  and  dreaded  no  fuperio- 
rity:  for  it  would  have  been  an  unnatural  enquiry, 
if  any  fliips  had  been  here  before,  and  had  fupplied 
themfelves  with  wood  and  water,  and  then  departed  ; 
for  they  might  then  reafonably  expect  that  we 
fhould  do  the  fame.  It  muft  be  admitted,  indeed, 
that  they  exhibited  no  marks  of  furprize  at  behold- 
ing our  fhips  ;  but  this  may,  with  great  propriety, 
be  attributed  to  their  natural  indolence  of  temper, 
and  their  wanting  a  th>ft  of  curiofity.  They  were 
never  llartled  at  the  report  of  a  mufquet,  till  they, 
one  day,  lliewed  us  that  their  hide  drefles  were  im- 
penetrable 
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penetrable  to  their  fpears  and  arrows,  when  one  of 
our  people  fliot  a  mufquet  ball  through  one  of  them 
that  had  been  fix  times  folded.     Their  aftonifliment 
at  this  plainly  indicated  their  ignorance  of  the  effeit 
of  fire-arms.     This  was  afterwards  very  frequently 
confirmed,  when  we  ufed  to  flioot  birds,  at  which 
they  appeared  greatly  confounded.     Our  explana- 
tion of  the  piece,  together  with  the  nature  of  its 
operation,  with  the  aid  of  fhot  and  ball,  flruck 
them  fo  forcibly,  as  to  convince  us  of  their  having 
no  previous  ideas  on  this  matter.     Though  fom6 
account  of  a  voyage  to  this  coaft,  by  the  Spaniards, 
in   1774,  or  1775,  had  arrived  in  England  before 
we  failed,  the  circumftances  juft  mentioned,  prove, 
that  thefe  fliips  had  never  been  at  Nootka.     It  is 
alfo  evident,  that  iron  could  not  have  been  in  (o 
many  hands,  nor  would  the  ufe  of  it  have  been  fo 
well  known,  if  they  had  fo  lately  obtained  the  firft 
knowledge  of  it.     From  their  general  ufe  of  this 
metal,  it  probably  comes  from  fome  conftant  fource, 
in  the  way  of  traffic,  and  they  have  perhaps  been 
long  fupplied  with  it ;  for  they  ufe  their  tools  with 
as  much  dexterity  as  the  longeft  praclice  can  ac- 
quire.    The  moft  natural  conjecture,  therefore,  is, 
that  they  trade  for  their  iron  with  other  Indian 
tribes,  who  may  have  fome  communication  with 
European  fettlemcnts  upon  that  continent,  or  re- 
ceive it  through  feveral  intermediate  nations.     By 
the  fame  means  they  probably  obtain  their  brafs  and 
copper.     Not  only   the  rude  materials,  but  fome 
manufa<^ured  articles  feem  to  have  found  their  way 
hither.     The  brafs  ornaments  for  nofes  are  made  in 
lb  mafterly  a  manner,  that  the  Indians  cannot  be 
fuppofed  capable  of  fabricating  them.     We  are  cer- 
tain, that  the  materials  are  European,  as  all  the 
American   tribes   are  ignorant  of  the  method  of 
making  brafs  ;  but  copper  has  been  frequently  met 
with,  and,  from  its  du<5tility,  might  be  eafily  fa- 
ihioned  into  any  £hape,  and  poliChed.     If  fuch  ar- 
No.  63.  10  C^  tides 
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tides  are  not  ufed  by  our  traders  to  Hudfon's  Bay 
and  Canada,  in  their  traffic  with  the  natives,  they 
muft  have  been  introduced  atNootka  from  Mexico  j 
whence,  it  is  probable,  the  two  iilver  table  fpoons 
were  originally  derived. 

With  refped  to  the  religious  and  political  infti* 
tutions  eflablifhed  among  thefe  people,  we  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  have  acquired  much  knowledge. 
However,  we  difcovered,  that  there  were  fuch  men 
as  chiefs,  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Acweek,  ta 
whom  the  others  are,  in  fome  degree,  fubordinate. 
But  the  authority  of  each  of  theie great  men,  feems 
to  extend  no  farther  than  to  his  own  family,  who 
acknowledge  him  as  their  head.     Nothing  that  we 
faw  could  give  us  an  inlight  into  their  notions  of 
religion,  except  the  figures  already  mentioned,  called 
klumma.     Thefe,  perhaps,  were  idols ;  but  as  the 
word  acweek  was  frequently  mentioned  when  they 
fpoke  of  them,  we  fuppofe  they  may  be  the  images 
of  fome  of  their  anccftors,  whofe  memories  they 
venerate.     This  however  is  all  conjecture  ;  for  wc 
could  receive  no  information  concerning  them,  as 
we  knew  little  more  of  their  language  than  to  en- 
able us  to  afk  the  names  of  things,  and  being  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  converfation  with  the  natives 
relative  to  their  traditions,  or  their  religious  infti- 
tlitions.     The  word  wakafti  was  frequently  in  their 
mouths.     It  feemed  to  exprefs  approbation,    ap- 
plaufe  and  friendihip.     Whenever  they  appeared  to 
be  pleafed  or  fatisfied,  they  would  call  out  wakafh  i 
wakafh  !  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  as  thefe  peo- 
ple differ  from  the  natives  of  the  iflands  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  in  their  perfons,  cuftoms,  and  language, 
we  cannot  fuppofe  their  refpeftive  progenitors  to 
have  belonged  to  the  fame  tribe,  when  they  emi- 
grated into  thofe  places  where  we  now  find  their 
defcendents. 

Their  language  is,  by  no  means,  harfh  or  difa- 
grceabie,  farther  than  their  pronouncing  the  k  and 

h  with 
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h  with  a  ftronger  afpiration,  or  more  force  than  we 
do.  They  have  one  found,  which  is  very  frequent, 
and  not  ufcd  by  us.  It  is  formed  in  a  particular 
manner  by  clalhing  the  tongue  partly  again  ft  the 
roof  of  the  mouth.  It  is  difficult  to  reprefent  this 
found  by  any  compolition  of  our  letters,  unlefs 
from  Ifzthl ;  which  is  generally  ufed  as  a  termina- 
tion. The  next  is  compofed  of  tl ;  and  many 
words  end  with  z  and  fs.  A  fpecimen  or  two  of 
each  of  thefe  is  here  put  down. 


Opulfzthl    -    - 

The 

Sun 

Onulfzthl  -   .    - 

The  Moon 

Kahlheetl       -      - 

. 

Dead 

Teefheeheetl   -    - 

To 

throw  ajlont 

iCoomitz     -     -    - 
CJuahmifs  -    -    - 

A 

human  Jkull 
FiJh  roe 

Numerals. 

Tfawack      - 

^ 

-  0ne 

Akkla    .     - 

. 

-  Two 

Katfitfa    -    - 

. 

'  Three 

Mo,  or  Moo 

. 

-  Four 

Sochah    -    - 

. 

-  Five 

Nofpo     -    - 
Atflepoo 
Atlaquolthl  - 
Tfawaquulthl 
Haeeoo    -    - 

. 

-  Six 

-  Seven 

-  Eight 

-  Nin€ 

-  Ten 

With  refped  to  the  compofition  of  their  language 
we  can  fay  very  little,  having  been  fcarcely  able  to 
diftinguifh  the  feveral  parts  of  fpeech.  We  can 
only  infer  from  their  manner  of  fpeaking,  which  is 
very  flow  and  diftin6l,  that  it  has  very  few  prepa- 
fitions  or  conjunctions  ;  and,  as  far  as  we  could  dif- 
cover,  is  defl:itute  of  even  a  Angle  interjedion,  to 
cxprefs  admiration  or  furprize.     From  having  few 

10  0^2  conjundtions, 
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conjunclions,  it  may  be  conceived,  that  each  iingle 
word,  with  them,  will  comprehend  a  great  num* 
ber  of  fingle  ideas  ;  which  fccms  to  be  the  cafe ; 
but,  for  tne  fame  reafon,  the  language  will  be  de- 
feftive  in  other  refpefts,  not  having  words  to  dif- 
tinguifh  or  exprefs  differences  which  really  exift ; 
and  hence  not  fufficiently  copious.  This  was  ob* 
ferved  to  be  the  cafe,  in  many  inftances,  particu- 
larly with  refpect  to  the  names  of  animals.  The 
relation  or  affinity  it  may  bear  to  other  languages, 
either  on  this,  or  the  Afiatic  continent,  we  have  not 
been  able  fufficiently  to  trace,  for  want  of  proper 
fpecimens  to  compare  it  with,  except  thofe  of  the 
Efquimaux,  and  Indians  about  Hudfon*s  Bay ;  to 
neither  of  which  it  has  the  leaft  refemblance.  On 
the  other  hand,  from  the  few  Mexican  words  we 
have  been  able  to  procure,  there  is  the  m.oft  obvious 
agreement  in  the  terminations  of  words. 

In  Nootka  Sound  it  is  high  water,  in  the  days  of 
the  new  and  full  moon,  at  twenty  minutes  after 
twelve :  the  perpendicular  rife  and  fall  being  eight 
feet,  nine  inches ;  which  is  to  be  underftood  of  the 
day  tides,  and  thofe  which  happen  two  or  three  days 
after  the  full  and  new  moon.  The  night  tides,  at 
this  time,  rife  near  two  feet  higher.  Some  circum- 
ilances  that  occurred  daily,  relating  to  this,  de» 
lierve  particular  notice.  In  the  cove  where  we  got 
wood  and  water,  was  a  great  deal  of  drift-wood  caft 
afliore,  a  part  of  which  we  had  to  remove,  to  come 
at  the  water.  Now  it  frequently  happened  that 
large  pieces  of  trees,  that  we  had  removed  in  the  day, 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  then  high-water,  were  found 
by  us  floated  again  in  our  way  the  next  morning ; 
and  all  our  fpouts  for  conveying  water,  throN^n  out 
of  tj>eir  places,  which  were  immoveable  during  the 
d^y-tides.  We  found  likewife  wood,  which  we  had 
fplit  up  for  fuel,  and  had  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  day-tide,  floated  away  during  the  night.  Sonie 
of  tliele  circumftances  occurred  every  night  ^nd 

morning. 
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morning,  for  three  or  four  days  in  the  height  of  the 
fpring  tides.  To  render  our  account  of  the  tranf- 
aftions  in  Nootka  Sound  complete  we  muft  add, 
that  by  a  variety  of  aftronomical  and  nautical  ob- 
fervations,  we  found  its  latitude  to  be  49  deg.  36 
min.  6  fee.  north,  and  its  longitude  233  deg.  17 
min.  14  fee.  Eaft. 

-It  has  been  already  related,  that  we  put  to  fea  on 
the  26th  of  April,  in  the  evening,  with  manifeft 
indications  of  an  approaching  Itorm ;  and  by  thefe 
figns  we  were  not  deceived,  for  we  had  fcaree  failed 
out  of  the  Sound,  when  the  wind  fliifted  from  N, 
E.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  and  blew  a  ftrong  gale,  with  fqualls 
and  rain,  the  Iky  being,  at  the  fame  time,  uncom- 
monly black.  Apprehenfive  of  the  wind's  veering 
more  to  the  South,  which  would  expofe  us  to  the 
danger  of  a  lee-lhore,  we  got  the  tacks  on  board, 
and  made  all  the  fail  we  could  to  the  S.  W.  It  for- 
tunately happened,  that  the  wind  veered  no  farther 
towards  the  S.  and  S.  E.  fo  that  early  the  next 
morning  we  were  entirely  clear  of  the  coaft.  The 
Difcovery  being  at  fome  diftance  aftern,  we  brought 
to  till  (he  came  up,  and  then  both  veffels  fleered  a 
north-wefterly  courfe.  Between  one  and  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.  there  was  a  perfed  hurricane,  info- 
much  that  our  commodore  thought  it  exceeding 
dangerous  to  run  any  longer  before  it ;  we  there- 
fore, agreeable  to  his  order,  brought  the  fiiips  to, 
with  their  heads  to  the  fouth.  In  this  fituation  our 
£hip,  the  Kefolution,  fprung  a  leak  in  herftarboard 
quarter,  which  at  firft  alarmed  us  greatly ;  but  after 
the  water  was  baled  out,  which  kept  us  employed 
till  midnight,  we  kept  it  under  by  means  of  the 
•pump.  In  the  evening,  the  wind  having  fhifted  to 
the  fouthward,  its  fury  in  fome  mealure  abated; 
upon  which  we  ftretched  to  the  weft :  but  about 
eleven,  the  gale  again  increafed,  and  continued  till 
five  the  next  morning,  when  the  ftorm  feemed  to 
have  fpent  its  force,  and  became  moderate.   The 

weather 
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weather  now  clearing  up,  we  were  able  to  fee  fevcral 
leagues  around  us,  and  fleered  more  to  the  north. 
At  hoon  we  fleered  N.  W.  by  N.  with  a  frefh  gale 
and  fair  weather.  But,  towards  the  evening,  the 
wind  again  blew  hard,  with  fqualls  and  rain.  With 
this  weather  we, continued  the  fame  courfe  tilj  th<8 
30th,  when  we  fleered  N.  by  W.  intending  t0 
make  the  land.  Captain  Cook  regretted  that  we 
could  not  do  it  fooner,  as  we  were  nowpafling  the 
fpot  where  the  pretended  flrait  of  Admiral  de  Font* 
has  been  placed  by  geographers.  Though  the  cap- 
tain gave  no  credit  to  fuch  vague  and  improbable 
ilories,  he  was  defirous  of  keeping  the  coafl  of 
America  aboard,  that  this  point  might  be  cleared 
up  beyond  difpute :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
confidered,  that  it  would  have  been  very  imprudent 
to  have  engaged  with  the  land  while  the  weather 
was  fo  tempefluous,  or  to  have  lofl  the  advantage 
of  a  fair  wind,  by  waiting  for  lefs  flormy  wea- 
ther. This  day,  at  noon,  by  obfervation,  we  found 
our  latitude  to  be  53  deg,  22  min.  north,  and  our 
longitude  225  deg.  14  min.  eafl. 


■■Zt-: 


CHAP.      XI. 

,1'yogrefs  of  the  Rcfolution  and  Difcovery  along  the  north" 
%oeJl  Coajl  of  Amertca-'^They  anchor  near  Cafe  Hin- 
chinbrook — -Behaviour  of  the  Natwes-^Progrefs  Up 
the  Sounds  and  Departure  from  thence-^Montague 
IJland — Inhabitants  of  Prince  WiUiam*s  Sound  de- 
fcribed — The  tivo  Ships  proceed  along  the  Coaji-r-" 
Several  Capes  named — Cook^s  River  difcovered"-^ 
Lieutenant  King  takes  PoJeJ/ion  of  the  Country — Hi* 
Reception  by  the  Natives — Departure  of  the  Ships  from 
Ccok' s  River* — Pafs  St.  Hennogenes,  and  feveral Capes 
and  //lands — Cojijeclures  concerning  a  Ruffian  Letter 
brought   on  Board,  the ,  Difcovery — A  providential 

Efcape 
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^Jcape — The  Ships  arrhe  at  Oonahfika — Defcrlp- 
t'lon  of  the  Harbour  of  Samganoodha^-^Profecution  of 
the  Voyage  to  the  North — Mr.  Williamfon  lands  at 
Cape  Newenham — His  Report — Brijiol  Bay — Ex- 
tent of  it — The  Ships  obliged  to  return  by  Reafin  of 
the  Shoals-^Point  llpright — Death  and  Character 
of  Mr,  Anderfon, 

ON  Friday  the  ift  of  May,  not  feeing  land,  we 
fleered  to  the  N.  E.  having  a  frefli  breeze  at 
S.  S.  E.  attended  with  fqualls,  ihowers  of  hail  and 
rain*  About  feven  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  defcried  land, 
diftant  twelve  leagues.  At  four  o'clock  the  next 
morning  the  coall  was  feen  from  S.  E.  to  N.  by  W. 
the  neareft  part  diftant  live  leagues.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  northern  point  of  an  inlet,  or  at  leaft  what 
appeared  to  be  one,  bore  E  by  S.  from  whence  to 
the  northward,  along  the  coaft,  there  feemed  to  be 
many  bays  and  harbours.  At  fix,  approaching 
nearer  to  the  land,  we  pui-iiied  the  direction  of  it, 
fteering  N.  W.  by  N.  and  between  eleven  and 
twelve  we  pafTed  a  clufter  of  fmall  ifles,  fituated  neat 
the  continent,  to  the  northward  of  the  fouthern 
point  of  an  extenfive  bay.  An  arm  of  this  bay 
feemed  to  reach  towards  the  north,  behind  a  round 
lofty  mountain,  that  ftands  between  it  and  the  fea. 
To  this  eminence  Captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of 
Mount  Edgecumbe;  and  the  point  of  land  projecting 
from  it,  was  called  Cape  Edgecumbe.  The  Cape  lies 
in  latitude  57  deg.  3  min.  N .  and  in  long.  224  deg.  E. 
The  land,  except  what  is  contiguous  to  the  fea,  is 
of  confiderable  height,  abounding  with  hills.  Mount 
Edgecumbe,  which  far  out-tops  all  the  reft,  was 
entirely  covered  with  fnow,  as  were  alfo  the  other 
elevated  hills ;  but  the  lower  ones,  and  the  fpots 
rifing  near  the  fea,  were  covered  with  wood.  Pur- 
fuing  our  courfe  to  the  northward,  we  found  the 
coaft  to  trend  to  the  N.  and  N.  E.  for  fix  or  feven 
icagues,  and  thece  formed  a  fpacious  bay.  Some 
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Mand  being  in  the  entrance  of  it,  we  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  Bay  of  Iflands. 

On  Sunday  the  third,  at  half  an  hour  paft  four, 
P.  M.  Mount  Edgecumbe  bore  fouth  54  deg.  E.  a 
large  inlet,  N.  50  deg.  E.  and  the  moft  advanced 
point  of  land  towards  the  N.  W.  lying  under  a  very 
lofty  mountain,  which  was  called  Mount  Fair- 
Weather,  bore  N.  32  deg.  wefl.  The  inlet  was 
named  Crofs  Sound,  it  being  firft  obferved  on  the 
day  fo  marked  in  our  calendar.  An  eaftern  pro- 
montory forms  the  fouth-eaftern  point  of  this  found; 
this  we  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Crofs- Cape. 
Under  the  above-mentioned  peaked  mountain  is  a 
point,  which  was  named  Cape  Fair- Weather.  At 
noon,  this  cape  was  diftant  thirteen  leagues.  Hav- 
ing for  feveral  days  light  breezes,  we  fteered  S.  W. 
and  \V.  S.  W.  till  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  when 
we  tacked,  and  flood  towards  the  fliore.  At  noon 
Mount  Fair-Weather  bore  north,  63  deg.  E.  This 
mount  is  the  higheft  of  a  chain  or  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, that  rife  at  the  north-weftern  entrance  of 
Crofs-Sound,  and  extend  towards  the  N.  W.  paral- 
lel with  the  coaft.  They  are  covered  with  fnovv, 
from  the  higheft  fummit  down  to  the  fea-coaft,  ex- 
cept in  a  few  places,  where  we  could  difcern  trees 
that  feemed  to  rife,  as  it  were,  from  the  fea.  About 
five  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  top  of  a  high  mountain 
appeared  above  the  horizon,  bearing  N,  26  deg,  W. 
forty  leagues  diftant.  This  we  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Mount  Elias  of  Commodore  Beering.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  day  we  obferved  a  browniili  duck,  with  a 
dark  indigo  head  and  neck  ;  likewife  feveral  whales, 
porpoifes,  feals,  &c.  Having  light  winds,  with 
occafional  calms,  we  made  but  little  way.  On 
Wednefday  the  6th,  the  neareft  land  being  diftant 
eight  leagues,  we  perceived,  in  a  north-eafterly  di- 
rection, the  appearance  of  a  bay,  and  an  ifland,  by 
its  iouthern  point,  covered  with  wood.  This  is 
probably  the  place  where  Beering  anchored :  Cap-  - 

tain 


To    THE   Pacific  Ocean,  Sec,     1785 

tain  Cook,  therefore,  in  honour*of  the  firft  difco- 
verer,  named  it  Beering*s  Bay  ;  fouthvvard  of  which 
the  ridge  of  mountains  is  interrupted  by  a  plain  of 
feveral  leagues  in  extent,  beyond  which  the  fight 
was  unbounded.  On  the  feventh  at  noon,  we  were 
five  leagues  from  the  fhore  ;  from  which  ftation  we 
obferved  a  bay  under  the  high  land,  with  low  wood- 
land on  each  fide  of  it.  We  now  perceived,  that 
the  coaft  trended  confiderably  to  the  weft.  On  the 
ninth,  at  noon,  Mount  Elias  bore  N.  30  deg.  E. 
diftant  19  leagues.  This  llands  twelve  leagues  in- 
land, lat.  60  deg.  27  min.  N.  long.  219  deg.  E. 

Sunday,  the  roth,  we  obferved"  in  lat.  59  deg. 
51  min.  and  in  long.  215  deg.  s^  ^^^-  being  only 
three  leagues  diftant  from  the  coaft  of  the  conti- 
nent, which  extended  from  E.  half  N.  to  N.  W. 
half  W.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  To  the  wefl- 
ward  of  the  latter  direction  we  faw  an  ifland,  diftant 
fix  leagues.  A  point,  which  the  commodore  named 
Cape  Suckling,  projeds  towards  the  north-eaftern 
end  of  the  ifland  :  within  this  cape  ftands  a  hill  of 
confiderable  height,  divided  from  the  fecond  range 
of  mountains  by  low  land  ;  fo  that  the  cape,  at  a 
diftance,  has  the  appearance  of  an  ifland.  A  bay  is 
feated  on  the  north  fide  of  Cape  Suckling,  feem- 
ingly  extenfive,  and  flieltered  from  moft  wind?. 
Before  night,  we  had  approached  near  enough  the 
cape  to  fee  fome  low  land  projecting  from  it  to  the 
N.  W.  we  alfo  obferved  fome  fmall  iflands  in  the 
bay,  and  feveral  elevated  rocks  between  the  cape 
and  the  north-eaftern  extremity  of  the  ifland.  Early 
the  next  morning  the  wind  fhifted  from  N.  E.  to 
N.  which  beinc?  aG:ainft  us,  the  commodore  relin- 
quilhed  his  defign  of  going  into  the  bay,  and  bore 
up  for  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland.  Having  a  calm 
about  ten  o'clock,  we  embarked  in  a  boat,  and 
landed  on  the  ifland,  with  a  vievv  of  feeing  what 
lay  on  the  other  fide ;  but  finding  the  hills  to  be  at 
a  greater  diftance  than  was  expe6i:ed5  W'e  laid  afide 
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that  intention.  On  a  fmall  eminence  near  the  fliore, 
the  captain  left,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  a  bottle  con- 
taining a  paper,  on  which  the  names  of  our  fliips, 
and  the  date  of  our  difcovery  were  defcribed  :  he 
jnclofed  alfo  two  filvcr  twopenny  pieces  of  Englifh 
coin,  which,  with  many  others,  had  been  furniflied 
him  by  Dr.  Ivaye,  now  dean  of  Lincoln  ;  and  in 
tcftimony  of  his  efteem  for  that  gentleman,  Cap- 
tain Cook  called  the  ifland  Kaye's  Ifland.  It  does 
not  exceed  36  miles  in  length,  and  its  breadth  is 
not  above  four  miles  in  any  part.  The  S.  W.  point 
is  a  naked  rock,  elevated  confiderably.  Its  lat.  is 
59  deg.  49  min.  north,  long.  2i6deg.  58min.  eaft. 
Towards  the  fea,  the  ifland  terminates  in  bare  Hop- 
ing cliffs,  with  a  beach  confiding  of  large  pebbles, 
intermixed  in  fome  places  wich  a  clayey  fand.  Some 
parts  of  the  fliore  are  interrupted  by  fmall  valleys 
and  gullies,  in  each  of  which  a  rivulet  or  torrent 
lufhes  down  with  a  confiderable  degree  ol  impetU'- 
ofity  •,  lafting  perhaps  no  longer  than  the  whole  of 
the  fnow  is  difl'olved.  The  valleys  are  filled  with 
pine-trees  ;  and  thefe,  indeed,  abound  in  other  parts 
of  the  ifland,  which  is  covered  as  it  were  with  a 
broad  girdle  of  wood.  The  trees,  however,  are 
far  from  being  of  an  .extraordinary  growth  :  on 
which  account,  they  would  be  of  no  great  fervice 
for  {hipping,  except  as  materials  for  making  top^ 
gallant-mails,  and  other  fmall  things.  Neither  Ca- 
nadian, nor  Cyprefs  pines,  are  to  be  feen  among 
them,  but  we  faw  fome  currant,  and  hawberry 
buihes,  a  yellow  flowered  violet,  arid  the  leaves  of 
other  plants  not  yet  in  flower.  A  crow  was  feen 
flying  about  the  wood  :  two  or  three  white-headed 
(Eagles,  like  thofe  of  Nootka,  were  alfo  obferved  ; 
belides  another  fpecies,  equally  large,  which  has  a 
white  brealt.  In  our  paflage  from  the  fliip  to  the 
fhore,  we  faw  a  number  of  fowls  fitting  on  the 
water,  or  flying  about;  the  principalof  which  were 
gpll5,  burr,es,  fiiags,  ducks,  or  large  petrels,  divers, 
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and  quebrantahuefTes.  There  was  alfo  a  fingle  bird 
flying  about,  apparently  of  the  gull  kind,  whofe 
colour  was  a  fnowy  white,  with  fome  black  along 
part  of  the  upper  fides  of  its  v/ings.  We  faw  one 
fox  near  a  wood  ;  alfo  two  or  three  fmall  feals  were 
fcen  on  the  ftiore ;  but  not  any  traces  of  inhabitants 
could  be  found. 

In  the  afternoon  Captain  Cook,  with  thofe  who 
accompanied  him,  returned  on  board  ;  after  which 
we  fet  fail,  and,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  eaft, 
we  fteered  for  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  the  ifland^ 
which  we  got  round  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing ;  we  flood  for  the  weflernmofl  land,  now  in 
fight.     At  the  north-eafl  end  of  Kaye's  Ifland  flands 
another,  extending  N.  W.  and  S.  E.   about  nine 
miles,  to  within  the  fame  diflance  of  the  north- 
weflern  boundary,  to  which  the  name  of  Comp- 
troller's Bay  was  given.   The  next  morning,  being 
Tuefday  the  12th,  Kaye's  Ifland  was  Itill  in  fight, 
bearing  E.   by  S.     At  noon,  when  in  lat.  61  deg« 
1 1  min.  the  eaflern  point  of  a  fpacious  inlet  bore 
weft- north- wefl:,    three     leagues    diflant.      From 
Comptroller's  Bay  to  this  point,  which  the  com- 
modore named  Cape  Hinchinbrook,  the  diredlion 
of  the  coafl  is  nearly  E.  and  W.     Beyond  this  it 
appeared  to  inclirie  towards  rhe  fouth  ;  a  direflion 
very  different  from  that  marked  out  in  the  modern 
charts,  founded  on  the  lace  difcoveries  of  the  Ruf- 
fians ;  infomuch,  that  we  had  fome  reafon  to  ex- 
pect, that  we  fhould  find,  through  the  inlet  before 
us,  a  pafTage  to  the  N.  and  that  the  land  to  the  W. 
and  S.  W.   was  a  group  of  iflands.     We  had  no 
fooner  reached  the  inlet,  than  the  weather  became 
exceeding  foggy  ;  it  was  therefore  thought  necef- 
fary  that  the  fhips  fhould  be  fecured  during  the 
continuance  of  the  iog.     With  this  view  we  hauled 
clofe  under  Cape  Hinchinbrook,  and  caft  anchor  in 
eight  fathoms  water,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
turlongs  from  the  fliore.     Soon  after  the  boats  were 
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hoifted  out,  feme  to  fifli,  and  others  to  found.  At 
intervals,  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  gave  us  a  pro- 
fpect  of  the  neighbouring  lan^l.  The  cape  was  one 
league  diftant ;  the  weftern  point  of  the  inlet  live 
leagues  ;  and  the  land  on  thnt  fide  extended  to  W. 
by  N.  Between  this  point  and  N.  W.  by  W.  we 
could  difcern  no  land.  The  moft  weflerly  point  we 
had  in  view  on  the  north  fliore,  was  at  thediftance 
of  two  leagues.  Betwixt  this  point,  and  the  fhore 
under  which  our  fhips  now  lay  at  anchor,  is  a  bay 
about  three  leagues  deep,  on  the  fouth-eaftern  fide 
of  which  are  fcveral  coves  ;  and  in  the  middle  are 
placed  fome  rocky  iflands.  To  thefe  Mr.  Gore  was 
difpatchcd  in  a  boat,  in  order  to  flioot  fome  birds. 
He  had  fcarcely  reached  them,  when  about  twenty 
natives  appeared  in  two  large  canoes ;  upon  which 
he  returned  to  the  fliip,  and  they  followed  him. 
They  were  unwilling,  however,  to  venture  aloHg- 
fide,  but  kept  at  a  little  diftance,  fhouting  aloud, 
and  cliifping  and  extending  their  arms  alternately. 
They  then  began  a  fong,  much  after  the  manner  of 
King  George's,  or  Nootka  Sound.  Their  heads 
were  flrewed  with  feathers,  and  one  of  them  held 
out  a  white  garment,  which  we  fuppofed  was  in- 
tended as  a  token  of  friendCiip  ;  while  another,  for 
nc2it  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  llood  up  in  the  canoe, 
entirely  naked,  with  his  arms  extended  like  a  crofs, 
2nd  motionlefs.  Their  canoes  were  conftruded  upon 
a  chfferent  plan  from  thofe  of  Nootka,  The  frame 
confided  of  ditferent  laths,  and  the  outfide  was 
formed  of  the  (kins  of  feals,  or  other  animals  of  a 
fimilar  kind.  Though  fome  of  our  people  repeated 
the  moll  common  words  of  the  language  of  Nootka, 
they  did  not  appear  to  underfl:and  them.  After 
they  had  received  (bme  prefents  that  were  thrown 
to  them,  they  retired  towards  the  fhore,  intimating 
by  figns,  that  they  would  pay  us  another  vifit  the 
next  morning.  Two  of  them  came  oS"  to  us  in  the 
night,  each  in  a  fmall  canoe,  hoping,  perhaps,  they 
I  might 
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might  have  an  opportunity  of  pilfering ;  for  they 
"Went  away  as  foon  as  they  perceived  themfelves  dil- 
covered.  The  wind,  during  the  night,  blew  hard 
in  fqualls,  with  rain,  and  thick  hazy  weather. 

On  Wednefday  the  13th,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 
the  wind  becoming  more  moderate,  we  got  up  our 
anchors,  and  made  fail,  in  order  to  fearch  for  fome 
convenient  place  where  we  might  ftop  the  leak,  as 
our  prefent  lituation  was  too  much  expofed  for  that 
purpofe.  We  at  iirft  intended  to  have  gone  up  the 
bay  before  which  our  ihips  had  anchored  ;  but,  by 
the  clearnefs  of  the  weather,  we  were  afterwards 
induced  to  fteer  towards  the  north,  further  up  the 
great  inlet.  Having  paffed  the  N.  W.  point  of  the 
above-mentioned  bay,  we  found  that  the  coaft,  on 
that  fide,  inclined  to  the  eaftward  :  we  did  not  fol- 
low it,  but  proceeded  on  our  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, for  a  point  of  land  which  we  obferved  in  that 
direction.  In  the  afternoon,  before  two  o'clock, 
the  foul  weather  returned,  with  fo  thick  a  fog,  that 
we  could  difcern  no  other  land  but  the  point  juft 
mentioned,  off  which  we  arrived  between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  and  found  it  to  be  a  little  illand,  fitu- 
ate  at  the  diflance  of  about  two  miles  from  the 
neighbouring  coaft,  being  a  point  of  land,  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  which  we  difcovered  an  excellent  bay, 
or  rather  harbour :  to  this  we  plied  up,  while  the 
wind  blew  in  very  hard  fqualls,  accompanied  with 
rain.  In  pailing  the  iiland,  we  found  a  muddy 
bottom,  at  the  depth  of  tv.'enty  fix  fathoms.  At 
length,  about  eight  o'clock,  we  were  obhged,  by 
the  violence  of  the  fqualls,  to  caft  anchor  in  thirteen 
fathoms  water,  before  we  had  proceeded  fo  far  into 
the  bay  as  the  commodore  intended ;  but  we  thought 
ourfelves  fortunate  enough  in  having  the  fhips  al- 
ready fecured,  for  the  night  was  exceeding  tempef- 
tuous.  But,  notwithftanding  the  weather  was  fo 
turbulent,  the  natives  were  not  deterred  from  pay- 
ing us  a  vilic.     Three  of  them  came  off  in  two  ca- 
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noes ;  two  of  them  in  one,  and  one  in  the  other, 
being  the  number  that  each  canoe  could  carry  •,  for 
they  were  conftrucled  nearly  in  the  fame  manner 
with  thofe  of  the  Efquimaux,  except  that  in  one  of 
them  were  two  holes  for  two  perfons  to  lit  in,  and 
in  the  other  but  one.  The  men  had  each  a  ftick, 
about  three  feet  long,  with  the  large  feathers,  or 
wings  of  birds,  faftenedto  it,  which  they  probably 
held  up  to  us  as  tokens  of  peace.  The  treatment 
thefe  three  received,  induced  many  others  to  vifit 
us,  between  one  and  two  o'clock  the  following 
morning,  in  both  great  and  fmall  canoes.  Some  of 
them  ventured  on  board  the  Refolution,  though 
not  before  fome  of  our  peOple  had  flepped  into  their 
boats.  Among  thofe  who  came  on  board,  was  a 
middle-aged  man,  who,  as  we  afterwards  found, 
was  a  chief.  His  drefs  was  made  of  the  Ikin  of  the 
fea-otter,  and  he  had  on  his  head  fuch  a  cap  as  is 
worn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  embelliftied 
with  fky-blue  glafs  beads.  Any  kind  of  beads  feemed 
to  be  in  high  eftimation  among  thefe  people,  who 
readily  gave  in  exchange  for  them  whatever  they 
had,  even  their  fine  fea-otter  ikins.  They  coveted 
particularly  iron,  but  abfolutely  reje<5fed  linall  bits, 
and  required  pieces  nine  or  ten  inches  long  at  leaft, 
and  three  or  four  fingers  broad.  But  they  obtained 
little  of  this  commodity  from  us,  as  by  this  time  it 
was  become  rather  fcarce.  The  points  of  fome  of 
their  fpears  were  of  this  metal ;  others  were  of  cop- 
per, and  a  few  were  bone;  of  which  laft  the  points 
of  their  arrows,  darts,  &c.  were  formed.  The 
chief  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  venture  below 
the  upper  deck,  nor  did  he  and  his  companions 
continue  long  aboard.  While  they  ftaid  with  us, 
it  was  ncceffary  to  watch  them  narrowly,  as  they 
foon  manifefl:ed  an  inclination  for  thieving.  At 
length,  when  they  had  been  three  or  four  hours 
alongfide  the  Refolution,  they  all  quitted  her,  and 
repaired  to  the  Difcovcry,  which  fhip  nooe  of  them 
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had  before  been  aboard  of,  except  one  man,  who 
came  from  her  at  this  very  time,  and  immediately 
returned  to  her,  in  company  with  the  others.     As 
foon  as  they  had  departed  from  our  fhip,  Captain 
Cook  difpatched  a  boat  to  found  the  head  of  the 
bay ;  for,  as  the  wind  was  moderate  at  prefent,  it 
was  intended  to  lay  the  fhip  afliore,  if  a  proper  place 
could  be  found  for  the  procefs  of  Hopping  the  leak. 
Soon  afterwards  all  the  Americans  quitted  the  Dif- 
covery,  and  made  their  way  towards  our  boat  that 
was  employed  in  founding.     The  officer  who  was 
in  her,  obferving  their  approach,  returned  to  the 
ihip,  and  all  the  canoes  followed  him.     The  crew  of 
the  boat  had  no  iboner  repaired  on  board,  leaving 
in  her  by  way  of  guard  two  of  their  numbers,  than 
fever al  of  the  natives  ftepped  into  her,  fome  of  whom 
prefented  their  fpears  before  the  two  men,  while 
others  loofed  the  rope  by  which  fhe  was  faftened  to 
the  fhip,  and  the  reft  were  fo  daring  as  to  attempt 
to  tow  her  away  ;  but  the  moment  they  faw  we 
were  preparing  to  oppofe  them,  they  let  her  go, 
ftepped  into  their  own  boats,  and  made  figns,  in 
order  to  perfuade  us  to  lay  down  our  arms,  being 
to  all  appearance  perfe<5lly  unconcerned.     This  at- 
tempt, though  a  very  bold  one,  was  fcarce  equal 
to   what   they   had   meditated  on  board   Captain 
Gierke's  Ihip.     The  man,  whom  we  mentioned  be- 
fore as  having  conducted  his  countrymen  from  the 
Refolution  to  the  Difcovery,  had  tirft  been  aboard 
of  the  latter  ;  where,  looking  down  all  the  hatch- 
ways, and  obferving  no  one,   except  the  ofiiccr  of 
the  watch,  and  two  or  three  more,  he  doubtlefs 
imagined  that  Hie  might  be  plundered  with  eafe, 
particularly  as  flic  was  ftationed  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  Refolution.     It  was  unqueftionably  with 
this  intent,  that  the  natives  went  off  to  her.     Seve- 
ral of  them  repaired  aboard  without  the  leaft  cere- 
mony, and  drawing  their  knives,  made  figns  to 
the  officer  to  keep  off,  and   began  to  fearch  for 
plunder.     The  firft  thing  they  laid  their  hands  on 
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was  the  rudder  of  one  of  our  boats,  which  they  im- 
mediately threw  overboard  to  thofc  of  their  party, 
who  continued  in  the  canoes.  But  before  they 
could  find  another  objecl  that  ftruck  their  fancy, 
the  fliip's  crew  were  alarmed,  and  many  of  them, 
armed  with  cutlaffes,  came  upon  deck.  The 
plunderers  no  fooner  faw  this,  than  they  all  fneaked 
off  into  their  canoes,  with  evident  marks  of  indif- 
ference. It  was  at  this  time  that  our  boat  was  em- 
ployed in  founding,  as  we  have  already  mentioned  ; 
and  the  natives,  without  delay,  proceeded  towards 
her,  after  the  difappointment  they  had  met  with  at 
the  Difcovery.  Their  vifiting  us  fo  early  in  the 
morning  was  undoubtedly  with  a  view  of  plunder- 
ing, on  a  fuppofition  that  they  fhould  find  all  our 
people  afleep.  We  were  now  on  the  point  of 
weighing  anchor,  in  order  to  proceed  further  up 
the  bay,  when  the  wind  began  to  blow  as  violently 
as  before,  and  was  attended  with  rain,  infomuch 
that  we  were  obliged  to  bear  away  the  cable  again, 
and  lie  faft.  In  the  evening,  perceiving  the  gale  ot 
wind  did  not  abate,  and  thinking  it  might  be  fome 
time  before  an  opportunity  of  getting  higher  up 
prefented  itfelf,  the  commodore  was  determined  to 
heel  the  Clip  in  our  prefent  ftation  •,  and,  with  that 
view,  caufed  her  to  be  moored  with  a  kedge  anchor 
and  hawfer.  One  of  the  failors,  in  heaving  the 
anchor  out  of  the  boat,  was  carried  over-board  by 
the  buoy-rope,  and  accompanied  the  anchor  to  the 
bottom.  In  this  hazardous  ficuation  he  had  prefence 
of  mind  fuflicient  to  difengage  himfelf,  and  came 
up  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  where  he  was  im- 
mediately taken  up,  with  a  dangerous  fracture  in 
one  of  his  legs. 

On  Friday  the  15th,  at  day-break,  we  gave  our 
fhip  a  good  heel  to  port,  in  order  to  ftop  the  leak, 
which,  on  ripping  off  the  fheathing,  was  found  to 
be  in  the  feams.  While  the  carpenters  were  em- 
ployed in  this  bufinefs,  others  of  our  people  filled 
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the  water-cafks  at  a  ftream  not  far  from  our  ftation. 
On  the  1 6th,  towards  the  evenings  the  weather 
cleared  up,  and  we  then  found  ourfelves  encom- 
pafTed  with  land.  Our  ftation  was  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  found,  in  a  place  diftinguiflied  by  the 
appellation  of  Snug-corner  Bay.  The  captain,  ac- 
companied by  fome  of  his  oflicers,  went  to  take  a 
furvey  of  the  head  of  it,  and  they  found  it  to  be 
fheltered  from  all  winds,  having  a  muddy  bottom 
at  the  depth  of  feven  to  three  fathoms.  The  land 
near  the  fliore  is  low,  partly  wooded,  and  partly 
clear:  the  clear  ground  was  covered  with  fnow, 
but  very  little  remained  in  the  woods.  The  fum- 
mits  of  the  hills,  in  the  neighbourhood,  were  covered 
with  wood ;  but  thofe  that  were  at  a  greater  diftance 
inland  had  the  appearance  of  naked  rocks,  covered 
with  fnow.  Our  leak  being  at  length  ftopped,  on 
the  17th,  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  weighed  an- 
chor, and  fteered  a  N.  W.  courfe,  with  a  gen- 
tle breeze  at  E.  N.  E.  Soon  after  we  had  made  fail,: 
the  Americans  vifited  us  again.  When  we  had 
reached  the  north-weftern  point  of  the  arfh  wherein 
we  had  anchored,  we  obferved  that  the  flood  tide 
came  into  the  inlet,  by  the  fame  channel  through 
which  we  had  entered.  This  circumftance  did  not 
much  contribute  to  the  probability  of  a  paflage  to 
the  north  through  the  inlet,  though  it  did  not  make 
entirely  againft  it.  Having  paft  the  point  juft  men- 
tioned, we  met  with  much  foul  ground,  and  many 
funken  rocks :  the  wind  failed  us,  fo  that  we  had 
fome  difheulty  in  extricating  ourfelves  from  the 
danger  v^ith  which  we  were  threatened;  however, ^ 
about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  caft  anchor  under  the 
eaftern  fhore,  in  13  fathoms,  and  four  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  our  laft  ftation.  The  weather  foon  after 
cleared  up,  and  we  had  a  diftintl  view  of  all  the 
fvirrounding  land,  particularly  towards  the  north, 
where  it  appeared  toclofe.  This  gave  us  but  little 
hope  of  meeting  with  a  pafTage  that  way ;  but,  in . 
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order  to  form  a  right  judgment,  Lieutenant  Gore 
was  fent  out  with  two  armed  boats  to  examine  the 
northern  arm ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  mafter 
was  difpatched  with  two  other  boats,  to  furvey  ano- 
ther arm  that  feemed  to  incHne  towards  the  eaft. 
Both  returned  at  night.     By  the  mafter  we  were 
informed,  that  the  arm,  to  which  he  had  been  fent, 
communicated  with  that  we  had  lafl;  quitted,  and 
that  one  fide  of  it  was  formed  by  a  clufter  of  illands, 
Mr.  Gore  reported,  "  that  he  had  feen  the  entrance 
of  an  arm.  which,  he  was  of  opinion,  extended  a 
long  way  to  the  N.  E.  and  that  probably  by  it  a 
pafl'age  might  be  foui^d.'*     On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Roberts,  one  of  the  mates,  who  had  been  fent  with 
l\lr.  Gore  to  Iketch  out  the  parts  they  had  examined, 
was  of  opinion  that  they  faw  the  head  of  this  arm. 
"  The  difjgreement  of  thefe  two  opinions  (obferves 
Captain  Cook)  and  the  circumftances  of  the  flood- 
tide  entering  the  found  from  the  fouth,  rendered 
the  exiftence  of  a  paffa^e  this  way  very  doubtful. 
And,  as  the  wind  in  the  morning  had  become  fa-^ 
vourable  for  getting  out  to  fea,  the  captain  tells  us, 
he  refolved  to  fpend  no  more  time  in  fearching  for 
a  paffage  in  a  place  that  promifed  fo  little  fuccefs. 
Befides,  if  the  land  on  the  weft  fhould  prove  to  be 
iilands,  agreeable  to  the  late  Ruffian  Difcoveries, 
we  could  not  fail  of  getting  far  enough  to  the 
north,  and  that  in  good  time;  provided  we  did  not 
lofe  the  feafon  in  fearching  places,  where  a  pafTage 
was  not  only  doubtful,  but  improbable.     We  were 
now  upward  of  520  leagues  weft  ward  of  any  part 
of  Baffin's,  or  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  whatever  paf- 
fage  there  may  be,  it  muft  be,  %)r  at  leaft  part  of  it 
mui\  lie  to  the   north  of  latitude  72  deg.     Who 
cx)uld  expe^l  to  find  a  palTage  or  ftrait  of  fuch  ex- 
tent?"— Notwithftanding  the  plaufibility  in  the  face 
of  this  reafoning,  our  readers  will  fee,  it  is  little 
more  than  mere  conjedture ;  and  might  we  hazard 
our  opinion  againft  the  judgment  of  io  able  a  navi- 
gator. 
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gator,  we  muft  confefs,  that  the  latter  is  not  Coin- 
cident with  his  ufual  precilion  ;  nor  can  we  think 
his  conducl,  in  the  above  fej;rch,  correfponds  in 
all  particulars  with  his  ufual  affiduity.  This  is 
certain,  the  arm  near  Cape  Hinchinbrook,  above 
alluded  to,  and  the  northern  part  of  Hudfon's  Bay, 
lie  between  the  fame  parallels  of  latitude ;  and  it  has 
been  the  united  opinion  of  all  our  moft  Ikillful  navi- 
gators and  geographers,  that  if  a  N.  W.  paflagc 
does  exilf,  it  muft  be  through  Hudfon*s,  or  Baf- 
fin's Bay.  As  to  the  Ruffian  Difcoveries,  or  thofe 
of  any  other  monopolizing,  trading  companies, 
they  have  been  of  little  fervice  hitherto  to  naviga- 
tion, and,  with  refpeft  to  their  credit,  of  very 
fmall  value.  It  were  therefore  to  be  wifhed,  that 
the  report  of  fo  able  an  officer  as  Mr.  Gore,  had  been 
more  particularly  attended  to;  for  we  think,  if  the 
defirable  paflage  can  be  found,  it  muft  be  in  a  lower 
latitude  than  72  dcg.  and  through  fome  arm  or 
ftrait.  This  isourown  private  opinion,  and  wedo  not 
wifh  to  infringe  upon  the  judgement  of  others,  we 
wifli  this  facred  privilege  always  to  remain  inviolate, 
•^i^ith  every  member  of  civil  fociety. 

On  Monday,  the  1 8th,  about  three  o'clock,  A.  M. 
we  weighed,  and  made  fail  to  the  fouthward,  down 
the  inlet,  with  a  light  northerly  breeze.  We  were 
enabled  to  fhorten  our  run  out  to  fea,  by  difcover- 
ing  another  paflage  into  this  inlet,  to  the  S.  W.  of 
that  by  which  we  entered.  It  is  feparated  from  the 
other,  by  an  ifland  that  exends  18  leagues  in  the 
direftion  of  S.  W.  and  N.  E.  to  which  our  com* 
modore  gave  the  name  of  Montague  Ifland.  In 
this  fouth-weftern  channel  are  feveral  illands.  Thofe 
fituated  in  the  entrance  next  the  open  fea,  are  ele- 
vated and  rocky.  Thofe  that  lie  within  are  low  ; 
and  as  they  were  totally  free  from  fnow,  they  were, 
for  tbis  reafon,  called  Green  Iflands.  At  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.  the  wind  veered  to  the  S.  W.  by  S. 
which  put  us  under  the  neceflity  of  plying.  We 
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firft  ftretched  over  to  within  the  diftance  of  two 
miles  of  the  eaftern  fhore,  and  tacked  in  53  fathoms. 
When  we  ftood  back  to  Montague  Ifland,  we  dif- 
covered  a  ledge  of  rocks,  fome  under  water,  and 
others  above  the  furface.  We  afterwards  met  with 
fome  others  towards  the  middle  of  the  channel. 
Thefe  rocks  rendering  it  dangerous  to  ply  during 
the  night,  we  fpent  it  in  ftanding  off  and  on,  under 
Montague  Ifland  ;  for  the  depth  of  water  is  fo  great, 
that  we  could  not  caft  anchor.  The  next  morning, 
at  break  of  day,  we  fleered  for  the  channel  between 
the  Green  Ifland  and  Montague  Ifland,  which  is 
between  two  and  three  leagues  in  breadth.  About 
eight  in  the  evening,  we  had  a  perfect  calm  ;  when 
we  let  go  our  anchors  at  the  depth  of  twenty-one 
fathoms,  over  a  muddy  bottom,  diftant  about  two. 
miles  from  Montague  Ifland.  After  the  calm  had 
continued  till  ten  o'clock  the  fucceeding  morning, 
a  flight  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  north,  with 
which  we  again  weighed  and  made  fail. 

Having  got  out  into  the  open  fea,  by  fix  in  the 
evening,  we  difcovered  that  the  coaft:  trended  W. 
by  S.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  To  the  place 
■we  had  jufl:  left  the  commodore  gave  the  name  of 
Prince  William's  Sound.  It  feems  to  occupy,  at 
Icafl;,  one  degree  and  a  half  of  latitude,  and  two 
degrees  of  longitude,  exclufive  of  the  branches  or 
arms,  with  whofe  extent  we  are  unacquainted. 
The  natives,  in  general,  are  of  a  middling  ftature, 
though  many  ot  them  are  under  it.  They  arc 
fquare,  or  fl:rong  cheftcd,  with  fhort,  thick  necks, 
and  large  broad  vifages,  which  are,  for  the  moft 
part,  rather  flat.  The  molt  diijproportioned  part  of 
their  body  appeared  to  be  their  heads,  which  were  of 
great  magnitude.  Their  teeth  were  of  a  tolerable 
whitenels,  broad,  well  fet,  and  equal  in  flze.  Their 
ncvfcs  had  full,  round  points,  turned  up  at  the  tip  ; 
sind  their,  eyes,  though  nqt  fmall,  were  Icarcely  pro- 
•poitioned  to  tlievlargenefs  of  their  faces.     They 
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have  black  hair,  ftrong,  ftraight,  and  thick.  Their 
beards  were,  in  general,  thin,  or  deficient ;  but  the 
hairs  growing  about  the  lips  of  thofe  who  have 
them,  were  brilliy  or  ftiflF,  and  often  of  a  brownifh 
colour.  Some  of  the  elderly  men  had  large,  thick, 
ftraight  beards.  The  variety  of  their  features  is 
confiderable.  Very  few,  however,  can  be  faid  to 
be  handfome,  though  their  countenance  ufually  in- 
dicates franknefs,  vivacity,  and  good  nature ;  and 
yet  fome  of  them  ihewed  a  referve  and  fullennefs 
in  their  afped.  The  faces  of  fome  of  the  women 
are  agreeable ;  and  many  of  them,  but  principally 
the  younger  ones,  may  eafily  be  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other  fex,  by  the  fuperior  foftnefs  of  their  fea- 
tures. The  complexion  of  fome  of  the  females, 
and  of  the  children,  is  white,  without  any  mixture 
of  red.  Many  of  the  men,  whom  we  faw  naked, 
had  rather  a  fwarthy  caft,  which  was  fcarcely  the 
effeA  of  any  ftain,  it  not  being  a  cuftom  among 
them  to  paint  their  bodies.  Both  fexes,  young  and 
old,  of  this  found,  are  all  cloathed  in  the  lame 
manner.  Their  ordinary  drefs  is  a  fort  of  ciofe 
frock,  or  rather  robe,  which  fometimes  reaches  only 
to  the  knees,  but  generally  down  to  the  ancles.  It 
has,  at  the  upper  part,  a  hole  juft  fufficient  to  admit 
the  head,  with  fleeves  reaching  to  the  wrift.  Thefc 
frocks  are  compofed  of  the  fkins  of  various  animals, 
and  they  are  commonly  worn  with  the  hairy  lide 
outwards.  Some  of  the  natives  have  their  frocks 
made  of  the  Ikins  of  fowls,  with  only  the  dow^n  left 
on  them,  which  they  glue  upon  other  fubftances. 
The  feams,  where  the  different  fkins  are  fewed  to- 
gether, are  ufually  adorned  with  fringes  or  tafTels  of 
narrow  thongs,  cut  out  of  the  fame  fkins.  A  few 
have  a  fort  of  cape  or  collar,  and  fome  have  a  hood  ; 
but  the  other  is  the  mofl  cuil:omary  form,  and  ap- 
pears to  conftitute  the  whole  of  their  drefs  in  fair 
weather.  When  it  is  rainy,  they  put  over  this 
another  frock,  made  with  fome  degree  of  ingenuity 
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from  the  intellines  of  whales,  or  fome  other  large 
animal,  prepared  with  fueh  Ikill,  as  to  referable,  in 
great  meafure,  our  gold-beater*s  leaf.  It  is  formed 
fo  as  to  be  drawn  tight  round  the  neck;  and  its 
ileeves  extend  down  to  the  wrift,  round  which  they 
are  fattened  with  a  firing.  When  in  their  canoes, 
they  draw  the  fkirts  of  this  frock  over  the  rim  o^* 
the  hole  in  which  they  fit,  fo  that  the  water  by  this 
means  is  prevented  from  entering :  at  the  fame  time 
it  keeps  the  men  dry  upwards,  for  no  water  can 
penetrate  through  it.  Yet,  if  not  conftantly  kept 
moift,  it  is  apt  to  crack  or  break.  This  frock,  as 
well  as  the  common  one  made  of  Ikins,  is  nearly 
fimilar  to  the  drefs  of  the  natives  of  Greenland. 
Though  the  inhabitants  of  this  inlet,  in  general,  do 
not  cover  their  legs  or  feet,  yet  fome  of  them  wear 
a  kind  of  Ikin-ftockings,  reaching  half  way  up 
their  thighs.  Few  of  them  are  without  mittens 
for  their  hands,  formed  from  the  Ikin  of  a  bear*s 
paw.  Thofe  who  wear  any  thing  on  their  heads, 
refembled,  in  this  particular,  the  people  of  Nootka 
Sound,  having  high  truncated  conical  caps,  com- 
pofed  of  ftraw,  and  fometimes  of  wood.  The  hair 
of  the  men  is  commonly  cropped  round  the  fore- 
head and  neck,  but  the  females  fufFer  it  to  grow 
long  ;  and  the  greatcft  part  of  them  tie  a  lock  of 
it  on  the  crown,  while  a  few,  after  our  cuftom, 
club  it  behind.  Both  men  and  women  perforate 
their  ears  with  feveral  holes,  about  the  outer  and 
lower  part  of  the  edge,  wherein  they  fufpend  fmall 
bunches  of  beads.  They  likewife  perforate  the 
feptum  of  the  nofe,  through  which  they  often 
thrutl  the  quiil-feathers  of  birds,  or  little  bending 
ornaments,  made  of  a  tubuious  fhelly  fubilance, 
flrung  on  a  tliff  cord,  of  the  length  of  three  or  four 
inches,  which  give  them  a  ridiculous  and  grotefque 
appearance.  But  the  moft  extraordinary  falhion, 
adopted  by  fome  of  the  natives  of  both  fexes,  is 
their  having  the  under-lip  oit  quite  through  length- 
wife. 
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wife,  rather  below  the  fwelling  part.  This  incifiou 
frequently  exceeds  two  inches  in  length,  and,  either 
by  its  natural  rctradlion  while  the  wound  is  Hill 
f  refh,  or  by  the  repetition  of  fome  artificial  manage- 
ment, aflumes  the  appearance  and  Ihape  of  lips,  and 
becomes  fufficiently  large  to  admit  the  tongue 
through.  When  a  perfon  with  his  under-lip  thus 
flit,  was  firft  feen  by  one  of  our  failors,  he  imme- 
diately exclaimed,  that  the  man  had  two  mouths ; 
which,  indeed,  it  greatly  refembles.  They  fix  itk 
this  artificial  mouth,  a  flat,  narrow  kind  of  orna- 
ment, made  principally  out  of  a  folid  fliell  or  bone, 
cut  into  fmall  narrow  pieces,  like  teeth,  almoft; 
down  to  the  bafe,  or  thick  part,  which  has,  at  each 
end,  a  projeding  bit,  that  ferves  to  fupport  it  when 
put  into  the  divided  lip,  the  cut  part  then  appear- 
ing outwards.  Some  of  them  only  perforate  the 
iower-lip  into  feparate  holes  ;  on  which  occafion  the 
ornament  confills  of  the  fame  number  of  diftin<ft 
ihelly  lluds,  the  points  of  which  are  thruft  through 
thefe  holes,  and  their  heads  appear  within  the  lip, 
not  unlike  another  row  of  teeth  under  their  natu- 
ral ones.  Such  are  the  native  ornaments  of  thcfe 
people :  but  we  obferved  among  them  many  beads 
of  European  manufadure,  chiefly  of  a  pale  blue 
colour,  which  are  hung  in  their  ears,  or  about 
their  caps,  or  are  joined  to  their  lip  ornaments, 
which  have  a  little  hole  drilled  in  each  of  the  points 
to  which  they  are  faftened,  and  others  to  them,  till 
they  fometimes  hang  even  as  low  as  the  point  of  the 
chin.  In  this  laft  cafe,  however,  they  cannot  re- 
ipove  them  with  fuch  facility ;  for,  with  refped  to 
their  own  lip-ornaments,  they  can  take  them  out 
with  their  tongues  at  pleafure.  They  likewife  wear 
bracelets  of  beads  made  of  a  flielly  fubftance  re- 
fembiing  amber,  and  of  a  cylindrical  form.  They 
are,  in  general,  fo  fond  of  ornaments  of  fome  kind 
or  other,  that  they  fix  a  variety  of  things  in  their 
perforated  lip  j  one  of  them  appeared  with  two  of 
4  our 
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our  iron  nails,  projeding  like  prongs  from  it ;  and 
another  man  attempted  to  put  a  large  brafs  button 
into  it.  The  men  often  paint  their  faces  of  a  black 
colour,  and  of  a  bright  red,  and  fometimes  of  a 
blueifh  or  leaden  hue,  but  not  in  any  regular  figure. 
The  women  puncture  or  ftain  the  chin  with  black, 
that  comes  to  a  point  in  each  of  their  cheeks  •,  a 
cuftom  limilar  to  which  is  in  vogue,  as  we  have 
been  informed,  among  the  Greenland  females. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  have  not  in  any  country  feen 
lavages,  who  take  more  pains  than  thefe  do  to  dif- 
figure  their  perfons  with  imaginary  ornaments. 

They  have  two  forts  of  canoes ;  the  one  large  and 
open,  the  other  fmall  and  covered.  They  differ  no 
otherwife  from  the  great  boats  in  Greenland,  than 
in  the  form  of  the  head  and  ftern,  particularly  of 
the  former,  which  fomewhat  refembles  a  whale's 
head.  The  framing  confifts  of  flender  pieces  of 
wood  ;  and  the  outfide  is  compofed  of  the  fkins  of 
feals,  or  other  fea  animals,  ftretched  over  the  wood. 
Their  fmall  canoes  are  conftrufted  nearly  of  the  fame 
form  and  materials  with  thofe  of  the  Efquimaux. 
Some  of  thefe  carry  two  perfons.  Their  fore  part 
is  curved  like  the  head  of  a  violin.  Their  weapons 
and  implements  for  hunting  and  fifhing,  are  the 
lame  with  thofe  ufed  by  the  Greenlanders.  Many 
of  their  fpears  are  headed  with  iron,  and  their  ar- 
rows are  generally  pointed  with  bone.  Their  larger 
darts  are  thrown  by  means  of  a  piece  of  wood, 
about  a  foot  long,  with  a  fmall  groove  in  the  mid- 
dle, which  receives  the  dart :  at  the  bottom  is  a 
hole  for  the  reception  of  one  finger,  which  enables 
them  to  grafp  the  piece  of  wood  much  firmer,  and 
to  throw  with  greater  force.  For  defenfive  ar- 
mour they  have  a  fort  of  jacket,  or  a  coat  of  mail, 
formed  of  laths,  fattened  together  with  finews, 
which  render  it  very  flexible,  though  it  is  fo  clofe 
as  not  to  admit  a  dart  or  arrow.  It  ferves  only  to 
cover  the  trunk  of  the  body,  and  may,  not  im-. 
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properly,  be  compared  to  the  ftays  worn  by  our 
women. 

We  had  not  an  opportunity  of  feeing  any  of  the 
habitations  of  the  natives,. as  none  of  them  dwelt 
in  the  bay  where  our  fhips  anchored,  or  where  any 
of  us  landed  :  but  with  refpecb  to  their  domeftic 
utenfils,  they  brought,  in  their  canoes,  feme  round 
and  oval  wooden  diflies,  rather  Ihallow  ;  and  others 
of  a  cylindrical  form,  confiderably  deeper.  The 
fides  are  one  piece  bent  round,  after  the  manner  of 
our  chip'boxes,  but  thick,  and  neatly  faftened  with 
thongs,  the  bottoms  being  neatly  fixed  in  with  fmall 
pegs  of  wood.  Others  were  fomewhat  fmaller,  and 
of  a  more  elegant  figure,  not  unlike  a  large  oval 
butter-boat,  without  any  handle,  but  fhallower  ; 
thefe  vi^ere  compofed  of  a  piece  of  wood,  or  fome 
horny  fubftance,  and  were  fometimes  neatly  carved. 
They  had  in  their  poffefiion  a  great  number  of  little 
fquare  bags,  made  of  the  fame  gut  with  their  ex- 
terior frocks,  curioufly  adorned  with  very  fmall  red 
feathers  interwoven  with  them,  in  which  were  con- 
tained feveral  very  fine  finews,  and  bundles  of  fmall 
cord,  made  out  of  them,  plaited  with  extraordinary 
ingenuity.  They  likewife  had  fome  models  in  wood 
of  their  canoes ;  chequered  balkets,  wrought  fo 
clof©ly  as  to  hold  water,  and  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  little  images,  four  or  five  inches  high,  either 
of  wood,  or  fluffed,  which  were  covered  with  a 
piece  of  fur,  and  embellifhed  with  quill-feathers, 
with -hair  fixed  on  their  heads.  We  could  not  de- 
termine whether  thefe  were  intended  merely  as 
children's  toys,  or  were  applied  to  fuperflitious 
purpofes.  They  have  many  inftruments  formed  of 
two  or  three  hoops,  or  concentrical  pieces  of  wood, 
having  a  crofs  bar  fixed  in  the  middle,  by  which, 
they  are  held.  To  thefe  they  fix  a  number  of  dried 
barnacle  fhells,  with  threads,  which,  when  fliaken, 
produce  a  loud  noife,  and  thus  ferve  the  purpofe 
of  a  rattle.     This  contrivance  is  probably  a  fubfti- 
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tute  for  the  rattling  bird  at  King  George's  Sound. 
It  is  uncertain  with  what  kind  of  tools  .their  wooden 
utenfils,  frames  of  canoes,  &c.  areniac;  ;  the  only- 
one  that  we  obferved  among  them  being  a  fort  of 
flone-adze,  fomewhat  refembling  thofe  of  Otaheite, 
and  other  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  They  have 
a  great  quantity  of  iron  knives,  fome  of  which  are 
rather  curved,  others  ftraight,  and  fome  very  fmall 
ones,  fixed  in  longifli  handles,  with  the  blades  bent 
upwards.  They  have  alfo  knives,  fome  of  which 
are  almoft  two  feet  in  length,  fhaped  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  like  a  dagger,  v/ith  a  ridge  towards  the  middle. 
Thefe  they  wear  in  fheaths  of  fkin,  hung  by  a  thong 
round  their  necks,  under  their  robe  or  frock.  .  It  is 
probable,  that  they  uie  them  only  as  weapons,  and  that 
their  other  knives  are  applied  to  different  purpofes. 
Whatever  they  have,  is  as  well  made  as  if  they  were 
provided  with  a  complete  chefl  of  tools  ;  and  their 
plaiting  of  finews,  fewing,  and  fmall-work  on  their 
ilittle  bags,  may  be  found  to  vie  with  the  neateft 
manufactures  in  any  part  of.  the  globe.  Upon  the 
whole,  confidering  the  uncivilized  ftate  of  the  na- 
tives of  this  found,  their  northerly  fituation,  amidft 
a  country  almoft  continually  covered  with  fnow,and 
the  coiuparative  wretched  materials  they  have  to 
work  with,  it  appears,  that,  with  refpecfc  to  their 
ildll  and  invention,  in  all  manual  operations,  they 
are  at  leaft  upon  a  footing  with  any  other  people  in 
the  iflands  of  the  great  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  animal  food,  we  faw  them  eat,  was  either 
roafted,  oij  broiled  :  they  feed  alfo  on  dried  fifli. 
Some  of  the  former  that  was  purchafed,  had  the 
appearance  of  bear's  flefli.  They  likewife  eat  a 
larger,  fort. of  fern-root,  either  baked,  or  di'elTed  in 
fome  other  method.  Some  of  our  company  ob- 
ferved them  to  eat  freely  of  a  fubftance,  which  we 
imagined,  was  the  interior  part  of  the  pine  bark. 
Their  drink,  in  all  probability,  is  Vv^ater  -,  for,  in 
their  canoes,  they  brought  fnovv  in  their  wooden 
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vefTels,  which  they  fwallowed  by  mouthfuls.  Their 
manner  of  eating  is  decent  and  cleanly,  for  they 
conftantly  took  care  to  f  emove  any  dirt  that  might 
adhere  to  their  food  :  and  though  they  would  fome- 
times  eat  the  raw  fat  of  a  fea  animal,  yet,  they  did 
not  tail  to  cut  it  carefully  into  mouthfuls.  To  all 
appearance,  their  perfons  were  always  free  from 
filth ;  and  their  utenfils,  in  general,  were  kept  m 
excellent  order,  as  were  alfo  their  boats. 

The  language  of  thefe  people  feemed  difficult  to 
be  underftood :  this,  perhaps,  was  not  owing  to 
any  confufion,  or  indiftinclnefs  in  their  founds,  but 
to  the  various  fignifications  which  their  words  bear  : 
for  they  frequently  made  ufe  of  the  fame  word  on 
different  occafions  ;  though,  probably,  if  we  could 
have  had  a  longer  intercourfe  with  them,  this  might 
have  proved  a  miftake  on  our  part.  Among  the  few 
words  and  phrafes  the  ingenious  Mr.  Anderfon  was 
enabled  to  procure,  we  have  felected  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ahleu     -     -     -  A  Spear 

Amilhtoo    -     -  A  Piece  of  white  hearts  Jkin 

Keelafliuk  -     -     -  Gut ^  of  which  they  inake  jackets 

Natoonefhuk    The  Skin  of  afea-otter 

Lukluk  '     '     -   A  Brown  flmggy  fkin 

Namuk    -      -  An  Ornament  for  the  eat 

yVa Tes 

Chilke     -       -      '  One 
Taiha    -     -     -     -  Two 
Tokke  -     -     -     -  Three 
Chukelo     -     -     -  Four 
Koeheene  -     -     -  Five 
Takulai      -     -     -  Six 
Keichillho        -     -  Seven 
Klu  or  Kliew  -     -  Eight 
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Phrases. 

Yaut     -     -     -  ^  -  rU  go  :  cr^Jhall  I  go  f 

Whaehai     -     -     -  Shall  I  keep  it  f  Do  you  give  it  me  f 

Tawuk        .     -     -  Keep  it 

Weona  or  Veena  -  Stranger  (calling  to  one) 

^         1  C    Will  you  barter  for  this  that  helonq^s 

Qoonaka   -     -    i        ^  -^     /,         -^  ^ 

^  l_        to  me  r 

Keeta     -     -     -     -  Give  me fomething?  ^ 

Naema        -     -     .  Give  me  fomething  in  exchange? 
Akafhou    -     -     -  What' s  the  name  of  that? 

With  regard  to  the  numerals,  Mr.  Anderfon  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  words  correfponding  to  ours,  after 
paiilng  three,  are  not  certain.  , 

Our  knowledge  of  the  animals  of  this  part  of 
America,  is  entirely  derived  from  the  ikins  that 
were  brought  by  the  natives  for  fale.  Thefe  were 
principally  of  bears;  common,  and  pine  martins; 
fea-otters,  feals,  racoons,  fmall  ermines,  foxes,  and 
the  whitifh  cat  or  lynx.  Among  thefe  various  fkins, 
the  mofl  common  arethofe  of  i-acoons,  martins,  and 
fea-otters^  which  form  the  ordinary  drefs  of  thefe 
people  ;  but  the  fldns  of  the  martins  which  were  in 
general  of  a  far  lighter  brown  than  thofe  of  Nootka, 
were  greatly  fuperior  to  them  in  point  of  finenefs  ; 
whereas  thofe  of  the  fea-otters,  which,  as  well  as 
the  martins,  were  much  more  plentiful  here  than 
at  Nootka,  feemcd  to  be  confiderably  inferior  in  the 
thickiiefs  and  finenefs  of  their  fur,  though  they  far 
exceeded  them  with  refpecf  to  lize  ;  and  were,  for 
t'^ft  moif  part,  of  the  glolly  black  fort.  The  lldns 
of  fe.^ls,  and  bears,  were  alfo  very  common  :  the 
former  were,  in  genei  al,  white  ;  and  many  of  the 
bears,  here,  weie  of  a  dark  brown  hue.  Befides 
thefe  animals,  there  is  the  white  bear,  of  whofe 
fkins  the, natives  brought  feveral  pieces,  and  fome 
complete  fldns  of  cubs.  Here  is  alfo  the  wolverene, 
or  quickhatch,  whofe  Ikin  has  very  bright  colours ; 
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and  a  larger  fpecies  of  ermine  than  the  common 
pile,  varied  with  brown,  and  fcarcely  any  black  on 
its  tail.  The  fkin  of  the  head  of  feme  very  large 
animal  was  brought  to  us,  but  we  could  not  decide 
pofitively  what  it  was  j  though  from  the  colour, 
the  fhagginefs  of  the  hair,  and  its  not  refembling 
any  land  animal,  we  conjeftured,  that  it  might  be 
that  of  the  male  urfine-feal,  or  fea-bear.  But 
one  of  the  mod  beautiful  ikins  that  fell  under  our 
conlideration,  is  that  of  a  fmall  animal  near  a  foot 
in  length,  of  a  brown  colour  on  the  back,  with  a 
number  of  obfcure  whitifh  fpecks,  the  fides  being 
of  a  blueifh  afh-colour,  with  a  few  of  thofe  fpecks. 
The  tail  is  about  a  third  part  of  the  length  of  the 
body,  and  is  covered  with  whitilh  hair,  Thisani^ 
mal  is  doubtlefs  the  fame  with  that  which  is  called 
by  Mr.  Stsehlin,  in  his  account  of  the  New  Northern 
Archipelago,  the  fpotted  field-moufe:  but  whether 
it  is  really  of  the  moufe  kind,  or  a  fquirrel,  we 
could  not  learn,  nor  determine,  for  want  of  entire 
Ikins ;  though  Mr.  Anderfon  was  inclined  to  believe^ 
that  it  is  the  fame  animal  which  fome  of  our  natu- 
ralifts  have  defcribed  under  the  appellation  of  the 
cafan-marmot.  The  great  number  of  fkins  that  we 
faw  at  this  place,  demonllrates  the  abundance  of 
the  various  animals  we  have  mentioned ;  yet,  it  is 
fomevvhat  remarkable,  that  we  neither  met  with 
tiie  fkins  of  the  moofe,  nor  of  the  common  fpecies 
of  deer.  As  to  the  birds  we  found  the  halcyon,  or 
great  king-liflier,  having  fine  bright  colours ;  the 
fhag ;  the  white  headed  eagle  ;  and  the  humming 
bird,  which  often  flew  about  our  fhips,  while  we 
lay  at  anchor  ;  though  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  live 
here,  during  the  winter,  which  mufl  be  extremely 
fevere.  The  water-fowl  feen  by  us  were  black  fea- 
pies,  with  red  bills,  fuch  as  we  met  with  at  Van 
Diemen's  Land.  Some  of  our  people  brought  down 
a  fnipe,  a  groufe,  and  fome  plovers:  but  notwith-^ 
flancling  the  water-fowl  were  numerous,  particur 
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larly  the  ^eeCe  and  ducks,  they  were  To  fiiy,  that 
it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  get  within  iliot ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  we  procured  a  very  inconfi- 
derable  fupply  of  them  as  refrelhments.  The  duck 
is  about  the  fize  of  our  common  wild  one ;  of  a 
deep  black,  with  red  feet,  and  a  fhort  pointed  tail. 
Its  bill  is  white,  tinged  towards  the  point  with  red, 
and  has  a  large  black  fpot,  almoft  fquare,  near  its 
bafe,  on  each  lide,  where  it  is  alfo  fomewhat  dif- 
tended.  On  the  forehead  is  a  large  triangular  white 
fpot ;  and  on  the  hinder  part  of  the  neck  is  oneflill 
larger.  The  colours  of  the  female  are  much  lefs 
vivid  than  thofe  of  the  male  ;  and  flie  has  none  ef 
the  ornaments  of  the  bill,  excepting  thofe  "of  the 
two  black  fpots,  which  are  rather  obfcure.  We  ob- 
ferved  a  fpecies  of  the  diver,  which  feems  peculiar 
to  this  place.  In  fize,  it  is  equal  to  a  partridge,  and 
has  a  ihort,  black,  compreffed  bill.  Its  head,  and 
the  upper  part  of  its  neck,  are  of  a  brownifh  black  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  its  body  is  of  a  deep  brown, 
waved  obfcurely  with  black,  except  the  under  part, 
which  is  totally  of  a  blackifh  caft,  minutely  varied 
with  white.  We  found  alfo  a  fmall  land  bird,  of 
the  finch  kind,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  yellow-ham- 
mer ;  but  we  imagined  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  which 
change  their  colours  with  the  feafon,  and  with  their 
different  migrations.  It  was,  at  this  time,  of  a 
duiky  brown  with  a  reddifh  tail ;  and  the  fuppofed 
male  had,  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  a  large  yel- 
low fpot,  with  fome  varied  black  on  the  upper  part 
of  its  neck  j  but  the  latter  was  on  the  breaft  of  the 
female. 

With  refpecl  to  the  fifh,  what  the  natives  brought 
to  us  for  fale,  were  toiik  and  halibut.  We  caught 
fome  fculpins  about  the  fhip  ;  and  ftar-fifh  of  a  pur- 
plifh  hue,  that  had  fixteen  or  eighteen  rays.  The 
rocks  were  almoft  deftitute  of  fhell-fifh,  and  the 
only  one  of  this  tribe  that  fell  under  our  notice, 
was  a  reddiih  crab,  covered  with  large  fpincs.    We 
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obferved  few  vegetables  of  any  kind,  and  the  trees 
that  chiefly  grew  about  this  found,  were  the  Cana- 
dian, and  fpruce  pine,  fome  of  which  were  of  a 
conliderable  lize.  The  metals  we  faw  thefe  people 
poflejired  of,  were  iron  and  copper ;  both  which, 
but  particularly  the  former,  were  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  their  lances  and  arrows  were  pointed  with  them. 
The  ores  which  they  ufed  to  paint  themfelves  with, 
were  a  brittle,  untluous  red  ochre  or  iron  ore ;  a 
pigment  of  a  bright  blue ;  and  black  lead  :  but  each 
of  thefe  articles  feemed  to  be  very  fcarce  among 
them.  Thefe  people  muft,  certainly^  have  re- 
ceived from  fome  more  civilized  nation,  the  beads 
and  iron  found  among  them.  We  were,  doubtlefs, 
the  firft  Europeans,  with  whom  they  ever  had  a 
direct  communication  -,  and  it  remains  only  to  be 
^Jetermined,  from  what  quarter  they  had  procured 
our  manufactures.  And  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that  they  had  obtained  thefe  articles,  through  the 
intervention  of  the  more  inland  tribes,  either  from 
the  fettlements  about  Hudfon's  Bay,  or  thofe  on  the 
lakes  of  Canada  ;  unlefs  we  can  admit  the  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  the  Ruffians,  from  Kamtfchatka,  have 
already  extended  their  traffic  to  this  diftance ;  or 
that  the  natives  of  their  moft  eafterly  Fox  Iflands 
carry  on  an  intercourfe  along  the  coaft,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Prince  William's  Sound.  As  to  cop- 
per thefe  people,  perhaps,  procure  it  themfelves, 
or,  at  moft,  it  pafles  to  them  through  very  few- 
hands  i  for  when  they  offered  any  of  it  by  way  of 
barter,  they  ufed  to  exprefs  its  being  in  fufficient 
plenty  among  them,  by  pointing  to  their  weapons, 
as  if  they  would  intimate,  that,  having  fo  much 
copper  of  their  own,  they  had  no  occafion  to  in- 
creafe  their  ftock.  However,  if  the  natives  of  this 
inlet  are  furnilhed  with  European  commodities  by 
means  of  the  intermediate  traffic  to  the  eaftern 
coaft,  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  fhould  never,  in. 
return,  have  fupplied  the  more  inland  Indians  with 
I  fome 
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fotne  of  their  fea-otjter  fldns,  which  would  un- 
doubtedly have  appeared,  at  one  time  or  other,  in 
the  environs  of  Hudfon's  Bay.  But  that  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  cafe ;  and  the  only  method  by 
which  we  can  account  for  this,  mull  be  by  confi- 
dering  the  very  great  diftance  ;  which,  though  it 
might  not  prevent  European  articles  of  commerce 
from  coming  fo  far,  as  being  fo  uncommon,  might 
hinder  the  fkins,  which  are  common,  from  pafling 
through  more  than  two  or  three  tribes,  who  might 
make  ufe  of  them  for  their  own  cloathing,  and 
iend  others,  which  they  reckoned  of  inferior  value 
as  being  of  their  own  animals  to  the  eaft,  till  they 
reached  the  traders  at  the  European  fettlements. 

On  Wednefday  the  20th  of  May,  having  took 
our  departure  from  Prince  WilHam's  Sound,  we 
directed  our  courfe  to  the  S./W.  with  a  gentle 
breeze.  This  was  fucceeded  by  a  calm,  at  four 
o'clock,  the  next  morning,  which  was  foon  followed 
by  a  breeze  from  the  S.  W.  This  veering  to  the 
N.  W.  we  continued  to  (Wretch  to  S.  W.  and  paiTed 
a  lofty  promontory,  in  the  latitude  of  ^<^  deg,  1  o 
min.  long.  207  deg.  45  min.  It  having  been  dif- 
covered  on  Frincefs  Ehzabeth's  birth-day.  Cap- 
tain Cook  gave  it  the  name  of  Ciipe  Elizabeth.  As 
we  could  fee  no  land  beyond  it,  we  flattered  our- 
felves,  that  k  was  the  weftern  extremity  of  the 
continent :  but  frefh  land  foon  appearing  in  fight, 
bearing  W,  S.  W.  "convinced  us  of  our  miftake. 
1.  he  wind  had  increafed  to  a  ftron^  2:ale,  and  forced 
us  to  a  confiderable  dirtar»7e  from  the  coall :  but, 
on  the  22nd,  P.  M.  the  gale  abated,  and  we  flood 
for  Cape  Elizabeth.  On  Saturday  the  2  3d,  at  noon. 
Cape  Elizabeth  bore  W.  diftant  10  leagues  ;  at 
which  time,  new  land  was  iccn,  bearing  3.  W, 
which,  it  was  imagined,  connecled  Cape  Elizabeth 
with  the  land  we  had  ieen  towards  the  weft.  We 
it  cod  to  the  fouthward  till  the  next  day,  at  noon, 
when  we  were  three  leagues  from  the  C04ft,  whicii 

we 
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we  had  feen  on  the  22nd.  More  land  was  difco- 
yered,  extending  to  the  fouthward,  whereon  was 
feen  a  ridge  of  mountains,  wl-ofe  fummits  were 
covered  with  fnow.  This  point  of  land  lies  in4a- 
titude  58  deg.  i5min.  Its  longitude  is  207  deg^, 
42  min.  And  by  what  the  commodore  could  ga- 
ther from  Beering's  voyage  and  chart,  he  fuppoicd 
it  to  be,  what  he  called  Cape  St.  Hermogenes.  But 
the  account  of  that  voyage,  as  well  as  the  chart,  is 
fo  extremely  inaccurate,  that  it  is  almolbimpof- 
iible  to  difcoveV  any  one  place,  M'hich  the  naviga- 
tor either  faw  or  touched  at.  In  rhe  chart  a  fpace 
is  pointed  out,  where  Beering  is  iuppofed  to  have 
feen  no  land.  This  favoured  Mr.  Stsehhn's  account, 
who  makes  Cape  St.  Hermogenes,  and  the  land 
difcovered  by  Beering  to  the  S.  W.  of  it,  to  be  a 
clufter  of  iflands,  and  that  St.  Hermogenes  is  one 
of  thofe  that  are  deftitute  of  wood.  This  appeared 
to  be  confirmed  by  what"  we  now  faw ;  and  wt  en- 
tertained the  pleafing  hop^s  of  finding  here  a  paflage 
northward,  without  being  obliged  to  proceed  any 
farther  to  the  S.  W. 

We  were  detained  by  light  airs  and  calms  off  the 
cape,  till  two  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  the  25th,  when  a 
breeze  fpringingup,  we  fteered, along  thecoafr,  and 
perceived  that  the  land  of  Cape  St.  Hermogenes  was 
an  iiland,  about  fix  leagues  in  circumference,  fe- 
parated  from  the  coaft  by  a  channel,  one  league  in 
breadth.  Some  rocks  are  to  be  feen  above  water 
to  the  north  of  this  ifiand ;  and  on  the  N.  E.  fide 
of  the  rocks,  we  had  from  30  to  20  fathoms  water. 
At  noon  St.  Hermogenes  bore  S.  E.  diRant  8 
leagues  ;  the  land  to  the  N.  W.  extending  from  S. 
half  W.  to  near  W.  In  this  laft  direction,  it  ended 
in  a  low  point,  named  Point  Banks.  The  (hip  was, 
at  this  time,  in  latitude  58  dag,  4?  min.  longitude 
207  dQg.  44  min.  In  this  ftation  the  land  was  in 
fight,  bearing  N.  W.  which,  it  was  thought,  con- 
nec1:ed  Cape  Elizabeth  with  this  3.  W.  land.  When 
-^0.  6s.  .  10  \J  we 
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we  approached  it,  we  obferved  it  was  an  uncon- 
necled  group  of  high  iflands  aad  rocks  ;  and  from 
the  nakednefs    of    their  appearance,    the  captain 
named  them  the  Barren  Ifles :  they  are  fituated  in 
latitude  y^  d€g.  three  leagues  diftant  from  Cape 
Elizabeth,  and  five  from  Point  Banks.     It  was  our 
intention  to  have  pafled  through  one  of  the  chan- 
nels by  which  thefe  iflands  are  divided  ;  but  a  ftrong 
current  fetting  againft  us,  we  went  to  leeward  af 
them  all.     The  weather,  which  had  been  thick  and 
hazy,  cleared  up  towards  the  evening,  when  we 
perceived  a  very  lofty  promontory,  whofe  elevated 
fummit  appeared  above  the  clouds,  forming  two 
exceeding  high  mountains.     Captain  Cook  named 
this  promontory  Cape  Douglas,  in  honour  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Douglas,  canon  of  Windfor.     It  is  fitu- 
ated 12  leagues  from  Point  Banks,  and  lo  to  the 
weftward  of  the  Barren  Ifles  ;  in  latitude  58  deg. 
56  min.  and  longitude  206  deg.  10  min.     Between 
this  point  and  Cape  Douglas  is  a  large  deep  Bay, 
which,  from  our  obferving  fome  fmoke  upon  Point 
Banks,  received  the   name  of  Smokey  Bay.     At 
day  break  on  the  26th,  being  to  the  northward  of 
the  Barren  Ifles,  we  difcovered  more  land,  extend- 
ing from  Cape  Douglas  to  the  north.     It  conflfted 
of  a  chain  of  very  high  mountains  ;  one  of  which, 
being  much  more  confpicuous  than  the  refl:,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Mount  St.  Augufl;ine.     Having 
a  frefli  gale  we  fl:ood  to  tlie  N.  W.  till  eight,  when 
we  found,  that  what  we  had  fuppofed  to  be  iflands 
were  fummits  of  mountains^  connected  by  the  lower 
land.     This  was  covered  wholly  with  fnow,  from 
the  tops  of  the  mountains  down  to  the  fea-beach  ; 
and  had  in  every  other  refpcft,  the  appearance  of  a 
great  continent.     Captain  Cook  was  now  fully  con- 
vinced, that  no  pafiage  could  be  difcovered  by  this 
inlet;  and  his  continuing  to  explore  it  was  more  to 
fatisfy  others,  than  to   confirn*!  his  own  opinion. 
At  this  time  Mount  St.  Augufline  bore  N.  W.  dif- 
tant 
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tant  three  leagues.  It  is  of  a  conical  figure,  and 
rifes  to  "a  prodigious  height;  but  whether  it  be  an 
ifland,  or  part  of  the  continent,  is  not  yet  afcer- 
tained.  Perceiving  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  to 
the  weft,  we  ftood  over  to  Cape  Elizabeth,  under 
which  we  fetched  at  about  five  in  the  afternoon. 
Between  Cape  Elizabeth  and  a  lofty  promontory, 
which  was  named  Cape  Bede,  is  a  bay,  wherein  we 
might  have  anchored  j  but,  the  captain  having  no 
fuch  intention,  we  tacked  and  ftood  to  the  weft- 
ward,  with  a  very  ftrong  gale,  accompanied  with 
rain  and  hazy  weather.  Next  morning  the  gale 
abated,  and  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  weather  cleared  up ;  Cape  Douglas  bearing  S, 
W.  by  W.  and  the  depth  of  water  being  40  fa- 
thoms, over  a  rocky  bottom.  From  Cape  Bedc 
the  coaft  trended  N.  E.  by  E.  with  a  chain  of  moun- 
tains in  land,  in  the  fame  direftion.  We  had  now 
the  mortification  to  difcover  low  land  in  the  middle 
of  the  inlet,  extending  from  N.  N.  E.  to  N.  E.  by 
E.  but,  as  it  was  fuppofed  to  bean  ifland,  wc  were 
not  much  difcouraged. 

On  Thurfday,  the  28th,  A.  M.  having  but  little 
wind,  the  ftiip  drove  to  the  fouthward,  and  in  or- 
der to  ftop  her,  we  dropped  a  kedge-anchor,  with 
an  eight  inch  haufer.  But,  in  bringing  the  fliip  up, 
we  loft  both  that  and  the  anchor.  However,  we 
brought  the  ftiip  up,  with  one  of  the  bowers,  and 
fpent  a  confiderable  part  of  the  day  in  fweeping  for 
them,  but  without  effeft.  We  were  now  in  the 
latitude  of  $9 '^^q-  5»  "^in*  the  low  land  extended 
from  N.  E.  to  S.  E.  the  neareft  part  diftant  two 
leagues ;  and  the  land  on  the  weftern  ftiore  about 
feven  leagues.  A  ftrong  tide  fet  to  the  fouthward, 
out  of  the  inlet ;  it  was  the  ebb,  and  ran  almoft 
four  knots  in  an  hour.  At  ten  o'clock  it  was  low 
water.  Though  the  water  had  become  thick,  and 
refembled  that  in  rivers,  we  were  encouraged  to 
proceed,  by  finding  it  as  fait  as  in  the  ocean^  even 
10  U  2  at 
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at  low  water.  Three  knots  was  the  ftrength  of  the 
flood  tide  ;  and  the  ftream  continued  to  run  up  till 
four  in  the  afternoon.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  we  flood  up  the  inlet,  to  the  north.  Soon 
after  the  wind  veered  to  this  quarter,  and  blew  in 
fqualls,  attended  with  rain  ;  but  this  did  not  hin- 
der us  from  plying  up  while  the  flood  continued, 
wh:ch  was  till  the  next  morning  at  near  live  o'clock, 
when  we  anchored  about  two  leagues  from  the 
eaiiei  n  fhore  -,  and  our  latitude  was  60  deg.  8  min. 
Some  low  land,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  an  ifland, 
lay  under  the  vveftern  fhore,  diftant  between  three 
and  four  leagues.  The  weather  clearing  up,  a  ridge 
of  mountains  appeared  ;  and  two  columns  of  fmoke 
were  vifible  on  the  eaftern  fhore.  At  one  o'clock, 
A.  M.  we  weighed,  and  plied  up  under  double 
reefed  top-fails,  having  a  llrong  gale  at  N.  E. 

On  Saturday  the  30th,  the  .gale  having  much 
abated,  we  plied  up  from  two  o'clock,  A»  M.  till 
near  feven,  and  then  anchored  under  the  fhore  to 
the  eafl ward,  in  10  fathoms  water.  At  noon  two 
canoes,  with  a  man  in  each,  came  off  to  the  fhip, 
nearly  from  that  part  where  we  had  feen  the  fmoke 
the  day  before.  They  refembled  firongly  thofe  we 
had  feen  in  Prin.ce  William's  Sound,  both  in  drefs 
and  perfon  :  their  canoes  were  aifo  conilructecl  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  and  one  of  them  had  a  large 
beard,  and  a  countenance  like  the  common  fort  of 
people  in  the  Sound.  When  the  flciod  made,  we 
weighed,  fiood  over  to  the  weftem  fhore,  and 
fetched  under  a  bluff  point  to  the  N.  W.  This, 
with  the  point  on  the  oppoiite  fliore,  contraded  the 
bre;idth  of  the  channel  to  about  four  leagues, 
through  which  a  prodigious  tide  ran.  It  had  a  ter- 
rible appearance,  and  we  were  ignorant  whether 
the  water  was  thus  agitated  by  the  ftream,  or  by 
the  dafliing  of  the  waves  againft  fands  or  rocks. 
We  kept  the  weftern  fhore  aboard,  that  appearing 
to  be  the  fafeff.    In  the  evening,  about  eight  o'clock, 

we 
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we  anchored  under  a  point  of  land,  bearing  N.  E. 
didant  about  three  leagues,  and  lay  there  during 
the  ebb.     Till  we  arrived  at  this  ftation,  the  water 
retained  an  equal  degree  of  faltnefs,  both  at  high  and 
low  water,  and  was  as  fait  as  that  which  is  in  the 
ocean  :  but  now  the  appearances  of  ^  river  evidently 
difplayed  therafelves.     The  water,  taken  up  at  this 
ebb,  was  much  freiher  than  any  we   had  tailed ; 
whence   we   concluded  that  we  were  in  a  large 
river,  and  not  in  a  ftrait,  which  had  a  communica- 
tion with  the  northern  feas  :  but,  having  proceeded 
thus  far.  Captain  Cook  was  anxious  to  have  ftronger 
proofs  ;  therefore,  on  the  thirty-firll,  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  weighed  with  the  flood,  and  drove  up  with 
the  tide,  having  but  little  wind.   Near  eight  o'clock, 
many  of  the  natives,  in  one  large  canoe,  and  feve- 
ral  fmall  ones,  paid  us  a  vifit.     The  latter  had  only 
one  perfon  on  board  each  ;  but  the  larger  ones  con- 
tained men,  women,  and  children.     We  bartered 
with  them  for  fome  of   their  fur  drefles,  made  of 
the  Ikins  of  animals,  particularly  thofe  of  fea'Otters, 
martins,  and  hares,  alfo  falmon,  halibut,  and-a  few 
of  their  darts  j  for  which,  in  return,  we  gave  them 
old  clothes,  beads,  and  pieces  of  iron.     Thefe  laft 
they  call  goone  ;  but,  in  general,  their  language  is 
nearly   the  fame   as   that  ufed  in  Prince  William's 
Sound.     At  nine  o'clock,  we  anchored  in  iixteen 
fathoms  water,  almoft  two  leagues  from  the  weftern 
Ihore,  the   ebb   being   alicady  began.     It  ran  buc 
three  knots  an  hour  at  its,greateir  Itrength,  and  tell, 
after  we   had   anchored,  twenty- one  feet  upon  a 
perpendiculaF.    In  order  10  determine  the  direftion, 
and  other  particulars  refpecting  the   inlet.   Captain 
Cook  difpatched  two  boats,  and  when  the  flood  tide 
made,  followed  them  with  the  two  fhips  ;  but,  after 
driving  about   ten   miles,  we  anchored,  having  a 
dead  calm  and-flrong  tide  againil  us.     At  the  lowcil 
of  the  ebb,  the  water  at  and  near  the  furface,  was 
perfectly  frefii,  though  retaining  a  conllderable  de- 
gree of  faltnefs,  if  taken   above  a  foot  below  it. 

B  elides 
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Belides  this,  we  had  other  convincing  proofs  of  its 
being  a  river,  fuch  as  thick  muddy  water,  low 
fhores,  trees,  and  rubbifh  of  various  kinds,  floating 
backward  and  forward  with  the  tide.  In  the  after- 
noon we  received  another  vifit  from  the  natives, 
who  bartered  largely  with  our  people,  without  fo 
much  as  attempting  one  difhoneft  aftion. 

On  Monday  the  iftof  June,  at  two  o^clock,  A.  M. 
the  matter,  who  commanded  the  two  boats,  re- 
turned, informing  us  that  he  found  the  inlet  or 
river  contrafted  to  one  league  in  breadth,  and  that 
it  took  a  northerly  courfe  through  low  land  on  each 
fide.  He  advanced  about  three  leagues  through 
this  narrow  part,  which  he  found  from  20  to  17 
fathoms  deep.  While  the  ftream  ran  down  the 
water  was  perfedly  frefh,  but  it  became  brackilh 
when  it  ran  up,  and  more  fo  near  high  water. 
Three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  this  fearch,  the 
mafler  difcovered  another  feparation  in  the  eaftern 
chain  of  mountains,  through  which  he  fuppofed  it 
probable,  the  river  ran  in  a  'direction  N.  E.  but  this 
was  thought  by  the  captain  to  be  only  another 
branch,  and  that  the  main  channel  continued  in  a  nor- 
thern direftion  between  the  tw^o  chains  of  moun- 
tains. The  pleafmg  hopes  of  finding  a  palTage  were 
no  longer  entertained  ;  but  as  the  ebb  was  fpent, 
we  took  the  advantage  of  the  next  tide  to  get  a 
clofer  view  of  the  eaftern  branch  :  in  order  to  de- 
termine whether  the  low  land  on  the  eaft  was  an 
ifland  or  not.  For  this  purpofe  we  weighed  with 
the  firft  of  the  flood,  and  flood  over  for  the  eaflern 
fliore.  At  eight  o'clock  a  breeze  fprang  up  in  a  di- 
redion  oppolite  to  our  courfe,  fo  that  we  defpaired 
of  reaching  the  entrance  of  the  river.  By  reafon 
of  this  untoward  circumllance,  two  boats  were  dif- 
patched,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  King, 
to  make  fuch  cbfervations  as  might  enable  us  to 
form  fome  tolerable  idea  of  the  nature  and  courfe 
gt  the  river.     About  ten  o'clock,  the  Uefolution 

and 
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and  Difcovery  anchored  in  nine  fathoms  water.  The 
commodore  obferving  the  ftrength  of  the  tide  to 
be  fo  powerful,  that  the  boats  could  not  make  head 
againft  it,  made  a  fignal  for  them  to  return,  before 
they  had  proceeded  half  way  to  the  entrance  of  the 
river.  The  only  knowledge  concerning  the  grand 
queftion,  obtained  by  this  tide*s  work,  was,  that  all 
the  lowland,  which  we  had  imagined  to  be  an  ifland, 
was  one  continued  trad  from  the  great  river  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  terminating  at  the  fouth  en- 
trance of  this  eaftern  branch,  which  the  commo- 
dore denominated  the  river  Turna^ain. 

The  low  land  begins  again  on  the  north  fide  of 
this  river,  and  extends  from  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, to  the  bank  of  the  great  river,  forming  be- 
fore the  river  Turnagain  a  large  bay.  Having  en- 
tered this,  the  flood  fet  very  ftrong  into  the  river, 
the  water  falling  20  feet  upon  a  perpendicular,  frohi 
which  circumftances  it  was  evident,  that  a  paffage 
was  not  to  be  expeded  by  this  fide  river,  any  more 
than  by  the  main  branch  :  but,  as  the  water  at  ebb, 
though  much  freflier,  retained  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  faltnefs,  it  is  probable  that  both  thefe 
branches  are  navigable  by  fhips  much  farther ;  and 
that  a  very  extenfive  inland  communication  lies 
open,  by  means  of  this  river  and  its  feveral  branches; 
We  had  traced  it  to  the  latitude  of  61  deg.  30  min, 
and  the  long,  of  210  deg.  which  is  upwards  of  2 10 
miles  from  its  entrance,,  and  faw  no  appearance  of 
its  fource.  The  time  we  fpent  in  the  difcovery— 
(Here  the  commodore  having  left  a  blank  in  his 
journal,  which  he  had  not  filled  up  with  any  par- 
ticular name,  the  earl  of  Sandwich  very  properly 
directed  it  to  be  called  Cook's  River.)  The  time 
we  fpent  in  the  difcovery  of  Cook*s  River  ought  not 
to  be  regreted,  if  it  fhould  hereafter  prove  ufeful 
to  the  prefent,  or  any  future  age  :  but  the  delay 
thus  occafioned  was  an  efTential  lofs  to  us,  who  had 
a  greater  object  in  view.  The  feafon  was  far  ad- 
»  vanced. 
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vanced,  and  it  was  now  evident,  that  the  continent 
of  North  America  extended  much  farther  to  the 
weft  than  we  had  reafon  to  expect  from  the  moft 
approved  charts. 

In  the  afternoon  Lieutenant  King  M^as  again  fent 
Vv'ith  orders  from  the  captain  to  land  on  the  S.  E. 
iide  of  the  river,  where  he  was  to  difplay  the  flag  ; 
and,  in  his  majefty's  name,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the 
country  and  Cook's  river.  He  was  ordered  alfo  to 
bury  a  bottle  in  the  earth,  containing  fome  Englifh 
coin  of  1772,  and  a  paper,  whereon  were  written 
the  names  of  pur  fhips,  and  the  date  of  our  dif- 
covery.  In  the  mean  time  the  {hips  were  got  under 
■way  ;  but  a  calm  enfued,  and  the  flood  tide  meet- 
ing us,  we  found  it  neceflkry  to  caft  anchor  ;  the 
■point  where  Mr.  King  landed  bearing  S,  diftant  two 
miles.  This  Point  of  land  was  named  Point  Poflef- 
fiou.  On  Mr.  Kinsr's  return  we  were  informed, 
that  after  he  had  landed  he  law  feveral  of  the  na- 
tives with  their  arms  extended,  an  attitude,  he  fup- 
poled,  meant  to  fignify  their  peaceable  difpofition, 
and  to  convince  him  that  they  were  without  wea- 
pons. Obierving  his  attendants  were  armed  with 
mulquets,  they  were  alarmed,  and  requefted,  by 
expreflive  ligns,  that  he  would  lay  them  down. 
This  was  immediately  complied  Vv^ith,  and  then  Mr. 
King  and  his  party  were  permitted  to  walk  up  to 
them.  They  now  appeared  to  be  very  fociable  and 
chearful.  Mr.  Law,  furgeon  of  the  Difcovery,  be- 
ing one  of  the  party,  purchafed  a  dog,  and  taking 
it  towards  the  boat,  immediately  fliot  it  dead.  At 
this  they  feemed  exceedingly  furprized ;  and,  not 
thinking  themfelves  fafe  in  fuch  company,  they 
walked  away  ;  but  it  prefently  appeared,  that  they 
had  concealed  their  fpears  and  other  weapons  in  the 
bufhes  clofe  behind  them. 

At  high-water  w^e  weighed  anchor,  and  with  a 
faint  breeze  flood  over  to  the  weft  fhore,  where  the 
next  morning,  being  Tuefday  the  fecond,  we  an- 
chored, 
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chored,  on  account  of  the  return  of  the  flood.  Soon 
after  we  were  vilited  by  feveral  of  the  natives  in 
canoes,  who  bartered  their  Ikins,  and  afterwards 
parted  with  their  garments,  many  of  them  return- 
ing perfectly  naked.  Among  others,  they  brought 
a  great  quantity  of  the  fkins  of  white  rabbits,  and 
red  foxes,  but  only  two  or  three  of  thofe  of  otters. 
We  alfo  purchafed  fome  pieces  of  halibut  and  fal- 
mon.  They  preferred  iron  to  every  thing  we  of- 
fered them  in  exchange.  The  lip-ornaments  were 
lefs  in  fafliion  among  them  than  at  Prince  William's 
Sound  ;  but  thofe  which  pafs  through  the  nofe  were 
more  frequent,  and  in  general  confiderably  longer. 
They  had  likewife  more  embroidered  work  on  their 
garments,  quivers,  knife-cafes,  and  other  articles. 
At  half  paft  ten  we  weighed,  and  plied  down  the 
river  with  a  gentle  breeze  at  fouth  ;  when,  by  the 
inattention  of  the  man  at  the  lead,  our  Ihip  ftruck 
upon  a  bank,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  It 
is  pretty  certain  that  this  bank  occafioned  that 
ftrong  agitation  of  theflream,  with  which  we  were 
fo  much  furprized  when  turning  up  the  river.  We 
had  twelve  feet  of  water  about  the  fliip,  at  the  loweft 
of  the  ebb,  but  the  bank  was  dry  in  other  parts. 
When  our  fhip  came  aground  Captain  Cook  made 
a  fignal  for  the  Difcovery  to  anchor.  We  were 
afterwards  informed  that  fhe  had  been  almoft  alhorc 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bank.  About  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  as  the  flood  tide  came  in,  the  fhip 
floated  oft  without  fuftaining  any  damage,  orocca- 
floning  the  leaft  trouble.  We  then  ftood  over  to 
the  weftfhore,  where  we  anchored,  in  deep  water, 
to  wait  for  the  ebb,  the  wind  being  ftill  unfavour- 
able to  us.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night  we  weighed 
with  the  ebb,  and  about  five  the  next  morning, 
the  3d,  the  tide  being  finifhed,  we  caft  anchor  on 
the  weft  fhore,  about  ten  miles  below  the  blufF 
point.  In  this  ftation  we  were  vifited  by  many  of 
tli-e  natives,  who  attended  us  all  the  morning  :  their. 
Np.  65.  10  X  company 
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company  was  highly  acceptable  to  us,  as  they 
brought  with  them  a  quantity  of  line  falmon, 
which  they  exchanged  for  fome  of  our  trifles.  Se- 
veral hundred  weight  of  it  was  procured  for  the 
two  fhips.  The  mountains  now,  for  the  firft  time 
after  our  entering  the  river,  were  free  from  clouds, 
and  we  faw  a  volca.no  in  one  of  thofe  on  the  weftern 
iide.  Its  latitude  is  60  deg.  23  min.  and  it  is  the 
firil  high  mountain  north  of  Mount  St.  Auguftin. 
The  volcano  is  near  the  fummit,  and  on  that  part 
of  the  mountain  next  the  river.  It  emits  a  white 
fmoke,  but  no  fire.  The  wind  continuing  fouther- 
ly,  we  fti  11  tided  it  down  the  river. 

On  Friday  the  5th,  in  the  morning,  we  arrived  at 
the  place  where  we  had  loft  our  kedge  anchor, 
which  we  attempted,  though  unfuccefsfully,  to  re- 
cover. Before  our  departure  from  hence,  we  were 
again  vifitcd  by  fome  of  the  natives  in  fix  canoes 
from  the  eaftern  fliore.  The  points  of  their  fpears 
and  knives  are  made  of  iron  ;  fome  of  the  former, 
indeed,  are  made  of  copper.  Their  fpears  refem- 
ble  our  fpontoons  ;  and  their  knives,  for  which  they 
have  flieaths,  are  of  confiderable  length.  Except 
thefe  and  a  few  glafs  beads,  every  thing  we  faw 
among  them  was  of  their  own  manufacture.  A 
very  beneficial  fur  trade  might  certainly  be  carried 
on  with  the  natives  of  this  vaft  coafl: :  but  without 
a  northern  pafTage,  it  is  too  remote  for  Great  Bri- 
tain to  be  benefited  by  fuch  commerce.  It  fhould 
however  be  noted,  that  almoft  the  onlv  valuable 
ikins,  on  this  weft  fide  of  North  America,  are  thofe 
pf  tlie  fea-otter  ;  their  other  fkins  are  of  an  inferior 
ijuality.  As  the  Ikins  are  ufed  by  thefe  people  only 
tor  cloathing  themfelves,  they,  perhaps,  are  not  at 
the  trouble  of  drefiing  more  of  them,  than  they  re- 
quire for  this  purpofe.  This  is  probably  the  chief 
caufe  of  their  killing  the  animals,  for  they  receive 
principally  their  lupply  of  food  from  the  fea  and  ri- 
vers :  but  if  thefe  were  accuftomed  lo  a  conftanfc 

.       .  .       'trade 
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trade  with  foreigners,  fuch  an  interconrfe  would  in- 
creafe  their  wants,  by  acquainting  them  with  new 
luxuries,  to  be  enabled  to  purchafe  which,  they 
would  become  more  affiduous  in  procuring  fkins  ; 
and  in  this  country,  w^ithout  doubt,  a  plentiful 
fupply  might  be  obtained. 

This  day,  the  ebb  tide  making  in  our  favour,  we 
weighed,  and  with  a  gentle  breeze  at  S.  W.  pHed 
down  the  river:  the  flood  obliged  us  to  anchor 
again  ;  but  the  next  morning  of  Saturday  the 
6th  we  got  under  fail  with  a  frefli  breeze,  paflbd 
the  Barren  Iflands  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  and 
at  noon  Cape  St.Hermogenes'bore  S.  S.  E.  eight 
leagues  diftant.  We  intended  to  c:o  through  the 
paffage  between  the  ifland  of  that  name  and  the 
main  land,  but  the  wind  foon  after  failed  us  ;  on, 
which  account  we  abandoned  the  dcfign  of  carry- 
ing the  fliip  through  that  pailage  :  northward  of  it 
the  land  forms  a  bay,  a  low  rocky  iiland  lying  off 
the  N.  W.  point.  Some  other  iflands,  of  a  fmiilar 
appearance,  are  fcattered  along  the  coaft  between 
here  ancl  Point  Banks.  At  eight  in  the  evening, 
St.  Hermogenes  extended  from  S.  half  E.  to  S.  S.  E. 
and  the  rocks  bore  S.  E.  diftant  three  miles.  About 
midnight  we  palled  the  rocks,  and  bore  up  to  the 
louthward  ;  and  on  the  7th  at  noon  St.  Hermogenes 
bore  N.  diftant  four  leaQ:ues.  The  fouthernmoft 
pomt  ot  the  main  land  lay  N.  half  W.  live  leagues 
diftant.  The  latitude  of  this  promontory  is  58  deg. 
15  min.  and  its  longirtu,de  274  deg.  24  min.  It  was 
named  after  the  day  in  our  calendar,  Cape  Whitfun- 
day ;  and  a  large  bay  to  t;he  weft  of  it  was  called 
Whitfuntide  Bay.  At  midnight  we  ftood  in  for  the 
land,  and  at  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  eighth  we 
were  within  four  miles  of  it,  and  lefs  than  two  miles 
from  fome  funken  rocks,  bearing  W.  S.  W.  Here 
we  anchored  in  thirty-five  fathoms  water.  To  the 
weft  of  the  bay  are  fome  fmall  iflands.  To  the 
Southward  the  fea  coaft  is  low,  with  projecting 
rocky  points,  having  fmall  inlets  between  them. 
ioX2  We 
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We  were  now  in  the  latitude  of  57  deg.  52  min. 
go  fee.  The  land  here  forming  a  point,  it  was 
named  Cape  Greville,  in  lat.  57  deg.  53  min.  long. 
207  deg.  15  min.  diflant  from  St.  Hermogenes  i  5 
leagues.  On  the  9th,  loth  and  i  ith,  we  continued 
plying  up  the  coafh 

On  Friday  the  1 2  th,  in  the  evening,  the  fog  clear- 
ing up,  we  defcried  land  twelve  leagues  diftant, 
bearing  W.  and  we  Hood  in  for  it  early  the  next 
morning.  At  noon  an  elevated  point,  which  we 
called  Cape  Barnabas,  in  lat.  57  deg.  13  min.  bore 
N.  N.  E.  diftant  ten  miles.  Tiie  point  to  the  S.  VV. 
had  an  elevated  fummit,  which  terminated  in  two 
round  hills,  and  was  therefore  called  Two-headed 
Point.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  being  about  mid- 
way between  Cape  Baiaabas  and  Two-headed  Point, 
a  point  of  land  was  obferved  bearing  S.  69  deg.  W. 
On  the  fourteenth,  at  noon,  we  obferved  in  lat.  56 
deg.  49  min.  The  land  feen  the  preceding  evening, 
now  appeared  like  two  iflands.  We  were  up  with 
the  fouthernmoft  part  of  it  the  next  morning,  and 
perceived  it  to  be  an  ifland,  which  we  named  Tri- 
nity Ifland.  It  lies  in  lat.  56  deg.  36  min.  long. 
205  deg.  diftant  from  the  continent  three  leagues, 
between  which  rocks  and  illands  are  interfperfed. 
In  the  evening,  at  eight,  we  were  within  a  league 
of  the  fmall  illands.  '1  he  wefternmoft  point  of  the 
continent,  now  in  view,  we  called  Cape  Trinity,  it 
being  a  low  point  facing  Trinity  Ifland.  Having 
reafon  at  this  time  to  expect  ^^SSY  weather,  we 
ftretched  out  to  fea,  and  pafTed  two  or  three  rocky 
illots  near  the  eait  end  of  Trinity  Ifland.  This  we 
weathered,  and  in  the  afternoon  fteered  weft- 
foutherly,  with  a  gale  at  S.  S.  E.  No  land  appear- 
ing on  Monday  the  fifteenth  at  noon,  and  the  gale 
and  fog  increaling,  we  fteered  W.  N.  W.  under  fuch 
fail  ^s  we  could  haul  the  wind  with  ;  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  running  before  a  ftrong  gale,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  an  unknown  coailand  in  a  thick  fog.  It 
4  was. 
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was  however  become  neceflary  to  run  feme  rifk, 
when  the  wind  was  favourable  to  us ;  as  we  were 
convinced  that  clear  weather  was  generally  accom- 
panied with  wefterly  winds. 

On  Tuefday,  the  1 6th,  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  the 
fog  being  now  difperfed,  we  found  ourfelves,  in  a 
manner,  furrounded  with  land.  The  extreme  of 
the  main,  at  N.  E.  was  a  point  of  land  we  had  feen 
through  the  fog,  and  was  therefore  named  Foggy 
Cape.  It  is  lituated  in  latitude  ^6  deg.  31  min. 
About  nine  o'clock,  we  difcovered  the  land  to  be 
an  illand,  nine  miles  in  circumference,  in  lat.  56 
deg.  10  min.  long.  202  deg.  45  min.  we  named  it 
Foggy  Illand  ;  and  we  fuppofed,  from  its  fituation, 
that  it  is  the  ifland  on  which  Beering  had  bellowed 
the  fame  appellation.  Three  or  four  iflands  bore 
N.by  W.  A  point,  with  pinnacle  rocks  upon  it, 
bore  N.  W.  by  W.  called  Pinnacle  Point ;  and  a 
clufter  of  illots,  S.  S.  E.  about  nine  leagues  from 
the  coaft.  On  the  17th,  at  noon,  the  continent  ex- 
tended from  S.  W.  to  N.  by  E ;  the  neareft  part 
diftant  7  leagues :  at  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
continent,  a  group  of  iflands  was  feen  to  the  N.  W. 
On  the  1 8th  we  had  clear,  pleafant  weather,  and  it 
was  a  calm  the  greateft  part  of  the  day.  One  of 
our  people,  on  board  a  boat  difpatched  to  the  Dif- 
covery,  fliot  a  moft  beautiful  bird.  It  is  fmaller 
than  a  duck,  and  the  colour  is  black,  except  that 
the  fore-part  of  the  head  is  white :  behind  each  eye, 
an  elegant  yellowifh- white  creft  arifes :  the  bill  and 
feet  are  of  a  reddilh  colour.  The  firft  of  thefe  birds 
were  feen  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  St.  Hermogenes ; 
after  which  we  faw  them  daily,  and  frequently  in 
large  flocks.  We  were  alfo  vifited  by  moft  of  the 
other  fea-fowls,  that  are  ufually  met  with  in  the 
northern  oceans  ;  and  feldom  a  day  paiTed  without 
our  feeing  whales,  feals,  and  other  fifh  of  great  mag- 
nitude. In  the  afternoon  we  Iteered  weft,  for  the 
channel  between  the  iflands  and  the  continent.  On. 
'  Friday, 
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lYiday,  the  1 9th,  at  day  break,  we  were  not  far 
from  it,  and  perceived  feveral  other  iflands,  within 
thofe  we  had  already  feen,  of  various  dimenfions. 
Between  thefe  iflands,  and  thofe  we  had  feen  be-- 
fore,'  there  appeared  to  be  a  clear  channel,  for  which 
we  fleered  ;  and,  at  noon  our  latitude  was  s^  deg. 
XB  min.  in  the  narroweil  part  of  the  channel.  Of 
this  group  of  iflands,  the  largefl:  was  now  upon  our 
left,  and  is  called  Kodiak,  as  we  were  afterwards 
informed.  Other  iflands  appeared  to  the  fouthward, 
as  far  as  an  ifland  could  be  feen.  They  begin  in  the 
longitude  of  200  deg.  15  min.  eafl:,  and  extend 
about  two  degrees  to  the  weftward.  Moft  of  thefe 
iflands  are  tolerably  high,  but  very  barren  and  rug- 
ged, exhibiting  romantic  appearances,  and  abound- 
ing with  clifis  and  rocks.  They  have  feveral  bays 
and  coves  about  them ;  and  fome  frefli-water  ftreams 
defcend  from  their  elevated  parts,  but  the  land  is 
not  adorned  with  a  Angle  tree  or  bufli.  Plenty  of 
fnovv  fiill  remained  on  many  of  them,  as  well  as 
on  thofe  parts  of  the  continent  which  appeared  be- 
tween the  innermoft  iflands.  By  four  o'clock,  in 
the  afternoon,  we  had  pafled  all  the  iflands  to  the 
fouth  of  us  ;  and  foon  after  we  had  got  through  the 
channel,  the  Difcovery,  which  was  two  miles  aflern, 
fired  three  guns,  and  brought  to,  making  a  lignal 
to  fpeak  with  us.  A  boat  being  fent  off  to  her, 
returned  immediately  with  Captain  Gierke.  He  in- 
formed the  comniodore,  that  fome  natives  in  three 
or  four  canoes,  having  followed  his  fliip  for  fome 
time,  at  laft  got  under  the  Hern ;  one  of  whom  made 
many  flgns,  having  his  cap  off,  and  bowing  in  the 
European  manner.  A  rope  was  then  handed  down 
fiom  the  fliip,  to  which  he  faflened  a  thin  wooden 
box,  and  after  he  had  made  fome  more  gellicula- 
tions,  the  canoes  left  the  Difcovery.  Soon  after 
the  box  was  opened,  and  found  to  contain  a  piece 
of  paper,  caretuily  folded  up,  whereon  fome  writing 
appeared,  which  was  fuppoled  to  be  in  the  Kuflian 

language. 
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language.  To  this  writing  was  prefixed  the  date  of 
1778,  and  a  reference  was  made  therein  to  the  year 
'1 776.  Though  unable  to  decypher  the  alphabet  of 
the  writer,  we  were  convinced  by  his  numerals, 
that  others  had  preceded  us  in  vifiting  thefe  dreary 
regions.  At  firil  Captain  Gierke  imagined,  that 
ibme  Ruffians  had  been  fhipwrecked  here  ;  and  that 
feeing  our  (hips,  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  were  in- 
duced thus  to  inform  us  of  their  fituation.  Deeply 
impreffed  with  fentiments  of  humanity  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  he  was  in  hopes  the  Ilefolution  would  have 
flopped  till  they  had  time  to  join  us  ;  but  no  fuch 
idea  ever  occurred  to  Captain  Cook.  If  this  had 
really  been  the  cafe,  he  fuppofed,  that  the  firft  ftep 
iuch.  perfons  would  have  taken,  in  order  to  fecure 
relief^  would  have  been,  to  fend  fome  of  their  peo- 
ple' pff  to  the  {hips  in  the  canoes.  He,  therefore, 
rather  thought  the  paper  was  intended  to  comma-* 
nicatefome  information,  from  a  Ruffian  trader,  who 
had  lately  vifibed  thefe  iflands,  to  be  delivered  to 
any  i9f  his  countrymen  whofhould  arrive  ;  and  that 
the  native,  fupp>Gling  us  to  be  Ruffians,  had  brought 
off  the  note.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  the 
Captain  ordered  fail  to  be  made,  and  we  fteeretl 
weftward.  At  midnight,  we  beheld .  a  vaft  flame 
afcend  from  a  burning  mountain,  and  obferved  fe- 
veral  fires  within  land. 

On  Saturday,  the  20th,  at  two  o'clock,  A.  M.  fome 
breakers  were  feen,  diilant  two  miles;  others  ap- 
peared a-head ;  on  our  larboard  fide  they  were  in- 
numerable; and  alfo  between  us  and  the  land.  We 
cleared  them,  though  with  difficulty,  by  holding 
a  fouth  courfe.  Thefe  breakers  were  prednced  by 
rocks,  many  of  which  were  above  water  :  they  are 
very  dangerous,  and  extend  feven  leagues  from 
land.  We  got  on  the  outlide  of  them  about  noon, 
when  we  obferved  in  latitude  54  deg.  44  min.  lon- 
gitude 198  deg.  The  neareft  land  was  an  elevated 
bluiF  point,  which  we  called  Rock  Poiat.     It  bore 

N. 
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N,  diftant  8  leagues  ;  and  a  high  round  hill,  called 
Halibut  Head,  boreS.  W.  dirtant  13  leagues.  On 
the  2 1  ft.  Halibut  Ifland  extended  froniN.  by  E.  to 
N.  W.  This  ifland  is  feven  leagues  in  circumference, 
and  except  the  head,  is  very  low  and  barren.  We 
were  kept  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  continent,  by 
the  rocks  and  breakers,  that  we  had  but  a  very  im- 
perfed  view  of  the  coaft  between  Halibut  Ifland  and 
Kock  Point.  We  could,  however,  perceive  the 
main  land  covered  with  fnow ;  particularly  fome 
hills,  whofe  elevated  tops  towered  above  the  clouds 
to  a  moft  ftupendous  height.  A  volcano  was  feen 
en  the  moft  fouth-weftcrly  of  thefe  hills,  which 
perpetually  threw  up  immenfe  columns  of  black 
fmoke :  it  is  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  coaft,  and 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  54  deg.  48  min,  and  in  longi- 
tude 195  deg.  45  min.  Its  figure  is  a  complete 
cone,  and  the  volcano  is  at  the  fummit  of  it :  re- 
markable as  it  may  appear,  the  wind,  at  the  height 
to  which  the  fmoke  of  the  volcano  rofe,  often  moved 
in  an  oppofite  direftion  to  what  it  did  at  fea,  even 
in  a  frcfti  gale.  In  the  afternoon,  having  three 
hours  calm,  upwards  of  100  halibuts  were  caught 
by  our  people,  fome  of  which  weighed  upwards  of 
a  hundred  pounds,  and  none  of  them  lefs  than 
twenty  each.  They  were  highly  acceptable  to  us. 
"We  fiftied  in  35  fathoms  water,  about  four  miles 
diftant  from  the  ftiore  j  during  which  time,  we  were 
vifttcd  by  a  man  in  a  fmall  canoe,  who  came  from 
a  large  ifland.  When  he  drew  near  to  the  fiiip,  he 
uncovered  his  head  and  bowed,  as  the  other  had 
done  the  preceding  day,  when  he  came  off"  to  the 
Difcovery.  It  appeared  very  plain  to  us,  that  the 
Kuflians  had  fome  communication  with  thefe  peo- 
ple, not  only  from  their  politenefs,  but  from  an 
additional  proof  that  we  jbow  were  favoured  with  : 
for  our  new  vifitor  had  on  a  pair  of  green  cloth 
breeclijfs,  and  a  jacket  of  black  cloth,  under  the 
frock  of  his  own  country ,     He  had  with  him  a  grey 
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fox-fkin,  and  fome  fifliing  implements :  alfo  a  blad- 
der, wherein  was  fome  liquid,  which  we  fuppofed 
to  be  oil :  he  opened  it,  drank  a  mouthful,  and  then 
clofed  it  up  again.     His  canoe  was  fmaller  than  any- 
one of  thofe  we  had  feen  before,  though  of  the  fame 
conftruclion  :  like  others  who  had  vifited  the  Dif- 
covery,   he  ufed  the  double-bladed  paddle.     His 
features  refembled  thofe  of  the  natives  of  Prince 
William's  Sound,  but  he  was  perfectly  free  froni 
any  kind  of  paint ;  and  his  lip  had  been  perforated 
in  an  oblique  dire<^ion,  but  at  this  vifit  he  had  not 
any  kind  of  ornament  in  it.     Many  of  the  words 
frequently  ufed  by  the  natives  of  the  Sound,  were 
repeated  to  him,  but  he  did  not  feem  to  under- 
ftand  any  of  them,  owing  either  to  his  ignorance  of 
the  dialed:,  or  our  erroneous  pronunciation.     On 
Monday,  the  2 2d,  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  S.  E.  and, 
as  ufual,  was  attended  with  thick  rainy  weather. 
In  the  evening,  fearing  we  might  fall  in  with  land, 
we  hauled   to  the  fouthward,  till  two  the  next 
morning,  and  then  bore  away  weft ;  yet  we  made 
but  little  way.     At  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  had  aa 
interval  of  fun-fhine,  when  we  faw  land  bearing  N. 
59  deg.  W.     On  Wednefday,   the   24th,   at   lix 
o'clock,  A.  M.  we  faw  the  continent ;  and  at  nine 
it  extended  from  N.  by  E.  to  S.  W.  by  W.  the 
neareft  part  diftant  four  leagues.     The  next  morn- 
ing we  had  clear  weather,  infomuch,  that  we  clearly 
faw  the  volcano,  the  other  mountains,  and  all  ths 
main  land  under  them.     A  large  opening  was  like- 
wife  feen  between  feveral  iflands  and  a  point  of  the 
land.     We  now  fteered  to  the  fouthward  ;  when, 
having  got  without  all  the  land  in  Cght,  we  fteered 
weft,  the  iflands  lying  in  that  direction.     By  eight 
o'clock  we  had  pafled  three  of  them,  all  of  a  good 
height ;  and  more  were  now  obferved  to  the  weft- 
ward.      In    the  afternoon,    the   weather   became 
gloomy,  and  afterwards  turned  to  a  mift,  the  wind 
blowing  frelh  at  eaft,  we  therefore  hauled  the  wind 
^0.65.  10  Y  t0 
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to  the  fouthward  till  daybreak,  on  Friday  the  26th, 
■tvhen  we  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  weft*  We  de- 
rived but  little  advantage  from  daylight,  the  wea- 
ther bein^  (o  thick  that  we  could  not  difcover  ob- 
je<5ls  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  yards  ;  but  as  the 
wind  was  moderate,  we  ventured  to  run.  About 
half  an  hour  after  four,  the  found  of  breakers 
alarmed  us  on  our  larboard  bow.  We  brought  the 
|hip  to,  and  anchored  in  twenty-five  fathoms  water. 
The  Difcovery  who  was  not  far  diftant  anchored 
alfo.  Some  hours  after,  the  fog  being  a  little  dif- 
perfed,  we  difcovered  the  imminent  danger  we  had 
efcaped.  We  were  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  N.  E.  fide  of  an  ifland  :  two  elevated  rocks  were 
about  half  a  league  from  us,  and  from  each  other. 
Several  breakers  alfo  appeared  about  them  ;  and  yet 
Providence  had  fafely  conducted  the  fhips  through 
in  the  dark,  between  thofe  rocks,  which  we  Ihould 
not  have  attempted  to  have  done  in  a  clear  day ; 
and  to  fo  comn^odious  an  anchoring-place,  which, 
on  account  of  our  miraculous  efcape,  received  the 
name  of  Providence  Bay.  During  the  night,  the 
wind  blew  frefh  at  fouth,  but  in  the  morning  was 
more  moderate,  and  the  fog  in  a  great  meafure  dif- 
perfed.  At  feven  o'clock,  we  weighed,  and  fleered 
between  the  iiland  near  which  we  had  anchored, 
and  a  fmall  one  not  far  from  it.  The  breadth  of 
the  channel  does  not  exceed  a  mile,  and  the  wind 
failed  before  we  could  pafs  through  it.  We  were 
tTierefore  glad  to  anchor  in  34  fathoms  water. 
Land  now  prefent«d  itfelf  in  every  direction.  That 
to  the  fouth  extended,  in  a  ridge  of  mountains,  to 
the  S.  W.  which  we  afterwards  found  to  be  an 
ifland,  called  Oonalafhka.  Between  this,  and  the 
hnd  to  the  north,  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  a  group 
of  iilands,  there  appeared  to  be  a  channel  in  a  N, 
W.  direftion.  On  a  point,  weft  from  the  fliip,  and 
it  a  diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  we  per- 
ceived feveral  natives  and  their  habitations.  To 
**•'  4  tins 
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this  place  we  faw  two  whales  towed  in,  which  we 
fuppofed  had  juft  been  killed.     A  few  of  the  inha- 
biunts  came  off,  at  different  times,  to  the  fliips, 
and  engaged  in  a  little  traffic  with  our  people,  but 
never   continued   with  us  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  at  a  time.     They  feemed,  indeed,  remarkably 
Ihy;  though  we  could  readily  difcover  they  were 
not  unacquainted  with  veffels,  llmilar,  m  fame  de^ 
gree,  to  ours.     Their  addrefs  exprefled  a  degree  ot 
poUtenefs  which  we  had  never  experienced  among 
any  of  the  favage  tribes.     Being  favoured,  about 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.  with  a  light  breeze,  and  the 
tide  of  flood,  we  weighed,  and  direded  our  courip 
to  the  channel  laft  mentioned  ;  expeamg  when  we 
had  paffed  through,  either  to  find  the  land  trend 
away  to  the  northward,  or  that  we  ihould  dilcover 
a  paffage  out  to  fea,  to  the  weft  ;  and  we  foon  found 
we  were  right  in  our  conjeaures.     After  we  had  got 
under  fail,  the  wind  veered  to  theN.  and  we  were 
obliged  to  ply.     In  the  evening,  the  ebb  made  ;t 
neceffary  for  us  to  anchor, within  three  leagues  of 
our  laft  ftation. 

On  Sunday,  the  28th,  at  day^break,  we  got  again 
under  fail,  and  were  wafted  up  the  paffage  by  a  light 
breeze  at   fouth ;  this  was  fucceeded  by  variable 
light  airs  from  all  directions.     We  had,  however, 
a  rapid  tide  in  our  favour,  and  the  Refolution  got 
through  before  the  ebb  made.     The  Difcovery  was 
not  equally  fortunate,  for  flie  was  carried  back,  got 
into  the  race,  and  found  a  difficulty  in  getting  clear 
of  it.     Being  now  through  the  channel,  we  ob- 
ferved  the  land  on  one  fide,  trending  W.  and  S.  W. 
and  that  on  the  other  fide  to  N.     This  encouraged 
us  to  hope  that  the  continent  had  taken  a  new  di- 
rection in  our  favour.    Finding  our  water  ran,  fliort, 
and  expeding  to  be  driven  about  in  a  rapi4  tide, 
without  wind  fufficient  to  govern  thefliip,  weftood 
tor  a  harbour  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  paffage,  but 
-were  driven  beyond  it ;  and,  that  we  migh^pot  be 
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forced  back  through  the  paflage,  anchored  near  the 
fouthern  Ihore,  in  28  fathoms,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  ftrong  tide,  though  even  here  it  ran  five  knots 
an  hour.     In  this  llation  we  were  vifited  by  ffeveral 
of  the  natives,  in  feparate  canoes.     They  bartered 
fome  fifhing  implements  for  tobacco.     A  young 
man  among  them  overfet  his  canoe,  while  he  was 
along  fide  of  one  of  our  boats.     He  was  caught  hold 
of  by  one  of  our  people,  but  the  canoe  was  taken 
up  by  one  of  his  countrymen,  and  carried  aihore. 
In  confequencc  of  this  accident,  the  youth  was 
obliged  to  come  into  the  fhip,  where  he  accepted 
an  invitation  into  the  cabin,  without  any  furprize 
or  embarraffment.     He  had  on  an  upper  garment, 
_  refembling  a  fliirt,  made  of  the  gut  of  a  whale,  or 
fome  other  large  fea-animal.     Under  this  he  had 
another  of  the  fame  form,  made  of  the  J(kins  of 
birds  with  the  feathers  on,  curioufly  fewed  toge- 
ther; the  feathered  fide  placed  next  the  fkin.     It 
was  patched  with  feveral  pieces  of  filk  fiuff,  and 
his   cap  was   embellifhed  with  glafs   beads.     His 
cloaths  being  wet,  we  furnifhed  him  with  fome  of 
our  own,  which  he  put  on  with  as  much  readinefs 
as  we  could  have  done.     From  the  behaviour  of 
this  youth,  and  that  of  feveral  others,  it  evidently 
appeared  that   thefe   people  were  no  ftrangers  to 
Europeans,  and  to  many  of  their  cuftoms.     Some- 
thingintheappearahce  ot  our fhips, however, greatly 
e^i^cited  their  curiofity  ;  for,  fuch  as  had  not  canoes 
to  bring  them  off,  affembled  on  the  neighbouring 
hills  to  have  a  view  of  them.     At  low  water  we 
towed   the  fliip  into  the  harbour,  where  we  an- 
chored in  nine  fathoms  water,  the  Difcovery  ar- 
riving foon  after.     A  boat  was  now  fent  off  to  draw 
the  leine,  but  we   caught  only  a  few  trout,  and 
fome  Other  fmall  fi^.     We  had  fcarce  anchored, 
when  a  native  of  the  ifland  brought  another  note 
on  board,  fimilar  to  that  which  had  been  given  to 
Captain  Gierke.    He  prefented  it  to  our  commo- 
dore. 
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dorc,  but  as  it  was  written  in  the  Ruffian  language, 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  our  company,  could  read  it. 
As  it  could  not  be  of  any  ule  to  us,  and  might 
be  of  confequence  to  others.  Captain  Cook  re- 
turned  it  to  the  bearer,  accompanied  with  a  few 
prefents ;  for  which  he  exprefled  his  thanks,  as 
he  retired,  by  feveral  low  bows.  On  the  29th 
we  faW  along  the  fhore,  a  group  of  the  natives 
of  both  fexes,  feated  on  the  grafs,  partaking  of 
a  repatt  of  raw  filh,  which  they  feemed  to  relifli 
exceedingly.  We  were  detained  by  thick  fogs  and 
a  contrary  wind,  till  Thurfday  the  2d  of  July,  ia 
this  harbour.  It  is  called  by  the  natives  Samga- 
noodha,  and  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
illand  of  Oonalaihka,  in  lat.  53deg.  55  niin.  long. 
193  deg.  30  min.  and  in  the  ftrait  which  feparates 
this  ifland  from  thofe  to  the  north.  It  is  about  a 
mile  broad  at  the  entrance,  and  nms  in  about  four 
miles  S.  by  W.  It  narrows  towards  the  head,  the 
breadth  there  not  exceeding  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
Plenty  of  good  water  may  be  procured  here,  but 
not  a  ftick  of  wood  of  any  kind. 

On  Thurfday,  the  2d  of  July,  we  fleered  from  the 
harbour  of  Samgahoodha,  having  a  gentle  breeze  at 
S.  S.  E.  to  the  northward,  and  met  with  nothing 
to  obflruft  our  courfe  :  for  on  the  one  fide  the  Ifle 
of  Oonalaflika  trended  S.  W.  and  on  the  other, 
no  land  was  to  be  feen  in  a  diredion  more  northerly 
than  N.  E.  all  which  land  was  a  continuation  of  the 
fame  group  of  iflands  that  we  had  fallen  in  with, 
on  the  25th  of  the  preceding  month.  That  which 
is  fituated  before  Samganoodha,  andconflitutes  the 
north-eaflern  fide  of  thepaffage,  through  which  we 
came,  is  called  Oonella ;  and  its  circumference  is 
21  miles.  Another  ifland,  lying  to  the  northward 
of  it,  bears  the  name  of  Acootan :  it  is  much  fu- 
perior  in  fize  to  Oonella,  and  has  in  it  fome  very 
lofty  mountains,  at  this  time  covered  with  fnow. 
It  appeared  that  we  might  have  pafled  with  great 
iafcty  between  thele  two  iflands  and  the  continent, 
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wfeofe  fouthweftern  pemt  opened  ofF  the  north- 
eaftern  point  of  Acootan,  and  proved  to  be  the  fame 
point  of  land  that  we  had  difcerned  when  we  left 
the  eoaft  of  the  continent,  the  25th  of  June,  in  or- 
der to  go  without  the  iflands.  It  is  called  by  the 
natives  Ooneniack ;  and  is  fituated  in  lat.  54  deg, 
50  min.  long.  192  dcg.  30  min.  E.  Over  the  Cape, 
which  ia  high  land,  we  perceived  a  round  elevated 
mountain,  at  prefent  covered  with  fnow.  At  fix 
o'clock,  A.  M.  this  mountain  bore  E.  2  deg.  N. 
and  two  hours  afterwards  not  any  land  was  to  be 
feen.  Concluding,  therefore,  that  the  coafl  of  the 
continent  had  now  inclined  to  the  north-eaftward, 
"we  fteered  the  fame  courfe  till  one  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  the  watch  flationed  on  deck 
gave  intimation  of  their  feeing  land.  Upon  this 
we  wore,  and  for  the  fpace  of  about  two  hours  flood 
towards  the  S.  W,  after  which  we  renewed  our 
courfe  to  the  E.  N.  E.  At  fix  we  difcovercd  land 
a-head,  bearing  S.  E.  diflant  five  leagues.  As  we 
advanced  we  difcovered  a  conneeled  chain  of  land. 
At  noon  we  perceived  that  it  extended  from  S.  S. 
W.  to  E.  the  part  neareft  to  us  being  at  the  diftance 
of  five  leagues.  We  now  obferved  in  lat.  ^s  ^^S* 
21  min.  long.  195  deg.  i8  min.  E.  At  fix  o'clock, 
A.  M.  we  founded,  and  found  a  bottom  of  black 
fand,  at  the  depth  of  48  fathoms.  At  this  time  we 
were  four  leagues  from  the  land,  and  its  eaftern  part 
in  fight  was  in  the  direction  of  E.  S.  E.  to  appear* 
ance  an  elevated  round  hummock. 

On  Saturday  the  4th,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  we 
faw  the  coaft  from  S.  S.  W.  and  E.  by  S.  and  at  in- 
tervals we  could  difcern  high  land  behind  it,  covered 
with  fnow.  Soon  after  we  had  a  calm,  when  all 
hands  were  employed  in  fifhing  ;  and  as  our  peo- 
ple were  now  p<ut  on  two  tturds  allowance,  what 
^ach  eatched  he  might  eat  or  fell.  Fortunate  for 
them,  they  caught  Tome  tons  of  fine  filh,  which 
proved  a  moil  feafona.ble  fupply  j  for  the  Ihip  pro- 
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vifions,  what  with  fait  and  maggots  eating  into  the 
beef  and  pork,  and  the  rats  and  the  weavils  de- 
vouring the  heart  of  the  bread,  the  one  was  little 
better  than  putrid  flefli,  and  the  other,  upon  break- 
ing, would  crumble  into  duft.  Among  the  fifh  sve 
caught  with  hook  and  line,  were  a  great  number 
of  excellent  cod.  At  noon  we  had  an  eafterly  breeze 
and  clear  weather,  when  we  were  about  fix  leagues 
from  the  land,  which  extended  from  S.  by  W,  to 
E.  by  S.  and  the  hummock,  feen  the  preceding 
evening,  bore  S.  W.  by  S.  nine  leagues  diftant.  A 
great  hollow  fwell  convinced  us,  that  there  was  no 
main  land  weftward  near  us.  At  fix  o'clock,  P,  M* 
we  fteered  a  northerly  courfe,  when  the  wind  vecr- 
iag  to  the  S.  E.  enabled  us  to  fteer  E.  N.  E.  The 
coaftiay  in  this  diredion,  and  the  next  day^  ait; 
noon,  was  four  leagues  diftant.  On  the  6th  and 
7  th  we  made  but  little  way,  the  wind  being  norther-* 
ly.  On  Wednefday,  the  8th,  the.  coaft  extended 
from  S.  S.  W.  to  E.  by  N.  and  was  all  low  land, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  extends  to  acoa- 
fiderable  diftance  towards  the  S.  W.  and  that  thofe 
places  which  we  fometimes  fuppofed  to  be  inlets  or 
bays,  are  nothing  more  than  valleys  between  the 
mountains.  This  day  we  hooked  plenty  of  fine  cod. 
On  Thurfday  the  yth,  in  the  morning,  having  a 
breeze  at  N.  W.  we  fteered  E.  by  N.  in  order  to 
make  a  nearer  approach  to  the  coaft.  At  noon  we 
obferved  in  latitude  57  dcg.  49  min.  long.  201  dcg, 
33  min.  E.  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from  land, 
which  was  obferved  to  extend  from  S.  by  E.  to  N. 
E.  being  all  a  low  coaft,  with  points  projecling  in 
feveral  places.  In  advancing  towards  the  N.  E.  we 
had  found  that  the  depth  of  water  gradually  de- 
creafed,  and  the  coaft  trended  more  and  more 
northerly ;  but  we  obferved  the  ridge  of  mountains 
behind  it  continued  to  lie  in  the  fame  direction  as 
thofe  that  were  more  wefterly  ;  fo  that  the  extent 
of  the  low  land  between  the  coaft  and  the  foot  of 
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the  mountains  infenfibly  increafed.  Both  the  low 
and  high  grounds  were  totally  deflitute  of  wood, 
but  apparently  covered  with  a  green  turf,  the 
mountains  excepted,  which  were  covered  with 
fnow.  As  we  proceeded  along  the  coaft,  with  a 
light  wefterly  breeze,  the  water  fhoaled  gradually 
from  fifteen  to  ten  fathoms,  though  we  were  eight 
or  ten  miles  diilant  from  the  ftiore.  About  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  a  lofty  mountain,  which  had 
been  fome  time  within  fight,  bore  S.  E.  by  E.  dif- 
tant  twenty-one  leagues.  Several  other  mountains, 
forming  the  fame  chain,  and  much  further  diftant, 
bore  E.  5  deg.  N.  The  coaft  was  feen  to  extend  as 
far  as  N.  E.  half  N.  where  it  feemed  to  terminate  in 
a  point,  beyond  which  it  was  both  our  hope  and  ex- 
pedation  that  it  would  aiTume  a  more  eaftcrly  di- 
reftion.  But  not  long  afterwards  we  perceived  low 
land,  that  extended  from  behind  this  point,  as  far 
as  N.  W.  by  W.  where  it  was  loft  in  the  horizon  ; 
and  behind  it  we  difcerned  high  land,  appearing  in 
hills  detached  from  each  other.  Thus  the  fine  prof- 
pectwQ  had  of  getting  to  the  northward,  vaniflied 
in  an  inftant.  We  ftood  on  till  nine  o'clock,  and 
then  the  point  before-mentioned  was  one  league 
diftant,  bearing  N.  E.  half  E.  Behind  the  point  is 
a  river,  which,  at  its  entrance,  feemed  to  be  a  mile 
in  breadth*  The  water  appeared  fomewhat  dif- 
coloured,  as  upon  flioals ;  but  a  calm  would 
have  given  it  a  fimilar  afped.  It  feemed  to  take 
a  winding  dire6lion,  through  the  extenfive  fiat 
which  lies  between  the  chain  of  mountains  towards 
the  S.  E.  and  the  hills  to  the  north- weftward.  It 
abounds,  we  apprehend,  with  falmon,  as  many  of 
thofe  fifti  were  feen  leaping  before  the  entrance. 
The  mouth  of  this  river,  which  we  diftinguiftied 
by  the  name  of  Briftol  River,  lies  in  lat.  58  deg.  27 
min.  and  in  long.  201  deg.  5^  min.  E. 

On  the  1  oth  at  day-break  we  made  h'll  to  the  W. 
S,  W.  with  a  light  breeze  at  N.  E.     At  eleven 
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O'clock,  A.  M.  thinking  that  the  coaft  towards  the 
N.  W.  terminated  in  a  point,  bearing  N.  W.  by  W* 
we  fteered  for  that  point,  having  ordered  the  Dif- 
covery  to  keep  a-head  ;  but  before  that  veffel  had 
run  a  mile,  ftie  made  a  fignal  for  fhoal  water.  At 
that  very  time  we  had  the  depth  of  feven  fathoms, 
yet  before  we  could  get  the  head  of  our  fhip  the 
other  way,  we  had  lefs  than  five ;  but  the  Difco- 
very*s  foundings  were  lefs  than  four  fathoms.  We 
now  ftood  back  three  miles  to  the  N.  E.  but  ob- 
ferving  a  ftrong  tide  fetting  to  the  W.  S.  W.  in  a 
direction  to  the  Ihoal,  we  brought  the  fliips  to  an- 
chor in  ten  fathoms,  over  a  (andy  bottom.  Two 
hours  after  the  water  fell  upwards  of  two  feet, 
which  proved  that  it  was  the  tide  of  ebb  that  came 
from  Briftol  River.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
having  fliifted  to  the  S.  W.  we  weighed  at  four 
o'clock,  and  made  fail  towards  the  S.  having  feve- 
ral  boats  a-head  employed  in  founding.  When  we 
had  paffed  over  the  fouth  end  of  the  flioal,  in  fix 
fathoms  water,  we  afterwards  got  into  fifteen  fa- 
thoms, in  which  we  let  go  our  anchors  again  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  in  the  evening  •,  fome  part  of 
the  chain  of  mountains  on  the  fouth-eaftern  fliore 
being  in  fight,  and  bearing  S.  E.  half  S.  and  the 
moft  wefteriy  land  on  the  other  fiiore  bearing  N. 
W.  In  the  courfe  of  this  day  we  had  defcried  high 
land  which  boreN.  60  deg.  W.         , 

On  Saturday  the  nth,  at  two  o'clock:,  A.M.  v/c 
weighed  anchor,  with  a  gentle  bieeze  at  S.  W.  by 
W.  and  plied  to  windward  till  nine,  when  judging 
the  flood  tide  to  be  againft  us,  we  anchored  ia 
twenty-four  fathoms.  At  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  the 
fog,  that  had  this  morning  prevailed,  difperfing, 
and  the  tide  becoming  favourable,  we  weighed  and 
plied  to  the  fouth- weil ward.  Towards  the  evening 
we  had  fome  thunder.  We  had  heard  none  before 
from  the  time  of  our  arrival  on  this  coail,  and  what 
we  now  heard  was  at  a  great  diftauce.     In  the 
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morning  of  the  I2tli  we  fleered  a  N.  W»  courfc, 
and  at  ten  o'clock  (aw  the  continent.  At  noon  it 
extended  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  N.  N.  W.  quarter 
"W,  and  an  elevated  hill  appeared  in  the  dire(flion  of 
N.  N.  W,  diftant  ten  leagues.  This  we  found  to 
be  an  ifland,  to  which,  on  account  of  its  figure. 
Captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  Kound  Ifland.  It 
is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  58  deg.  37  min.  and 
in  longitude  200  dcg.  6  min.  E.  diftant  from  the  con- 
tinent feven  miles.  At  nine  in  the  evening,  having 
fleered  a  northerly  courfe  to  within  three  leagues  of 
the  ihore,  we  tacked  in  fourteen  fathoms  ;  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  coaft  bearing  S.  E.  half  E.  and  W. 
We  ftretched  along  ihore  till  two  the  next  morning, 
when  we  fuddenly  got  into  fix  fathoms  water,  be- 
ing at  the  fame  time  two  leagues  from  fhore.  After 
we  had  edged  off  a  little,  our  depth  of  water  gradu- 
ally increafed,  and  at  noon  we  founded  in  twenty 
fathoms.  Round  Ifland  at  this  time  bore  N.  5  deg. 
E.  and  the  weftern  extreme  of  the  coaft  N.  16  deg. 
W.  It  is  an  elevated  point,  and  having  calm  v  ea- 
ther  while  we  were  off  it,  for  this  reafon  it  was 
flamed  Calm  Point.  On  the  14th  and  15th,  hav- 
ing iictle  wind,  we  advanced  but  flowly.  At  times 
■a  very  thick  fog  came  on.  Our  foundings  were 
from  twenty-fix  to  fourteen  fathoms.  We  had 
pretty  good  fuccefs  in  fiiliing,  for  we  caught  plenty 
of  cod  and  lome  flat  fifli. 

On  Thurfday  the  i6th,  at  five  o'clock,  A.M.  the 
fog  clearing  up,  we  found  ourfelves  nearer  th& 
ihore  than  we  expecled.  Calm  Point  bore  N.  72 
(.leg.  E.  and  a  point  about  eight  leagues  from  it,  in 
a  weftcrly  direction,  bore  N.  3  deg.  E.  only  three 
miles  diftant.  Between  thefe  two  points  the  coaft 
forms  a  bay,  in  feveral  parts  of  which  the  land  could 
fcarcely  be  feen  from  the  maft-head.  Another  bay 
is  on  the  north-wcftern  fide  of  the  laft-mentioned 
point,  between  it  and  a  high  promontory,  which 
!iow  bore  N.  ^6  dc^.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  fixteen 
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miles.  About  nine  o'clock  the  Commodore  dif- 
patched  Lieutenant  Williamfon  to  this  promontory, 
with  orders  to  go  afhore  and  obferve  what  direction 
the  coaft  took  beyond  it,  and  what  might  be  the 
produce  of  the  country  ;  which,  when  viewed  from 
the  fhips,  had  but  a  fterile  appearance.  We  here 
found  the  flood  tide  fetting  ftrongly  towards  the 
N.  W.  along  the  coaft.  At  noon  it  was  high-water, 
and  we  caft  anchor  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles 
from  the  Ihore,  in  twenty-four  fathoms.  About 
five  in  the  afternoon,  the  tide  beginning  to  make 
in  our  favour,  we  weighed,  and  drove  with  it, 
there  being  no  wind.  When  Mr.  Williamfon  re- 
turned, he  reported  that  he  had  landed  on  the 
point,  and  having  afcended  the  moft  elevated  hil), 
found  that  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  coaft  in  light 
was  nearly  in  a  northerly  direction.  He  took  pof^ 
feffion  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  and  left  on  the  hill  a  bottle  containing  3 
paper,  on  which  the  names  of  our  fhips  and  of  their 
commanders,  and  the  date  of  the  difcoyery,  were 
infcribed.  The  promontory,  which  he  named  Cape 
Newenham,  is  a  rocky  point,  of  confiderable  height, 
and  is  feated  in  latitude  58  deg.  42  min.  and  in 
longitude  197  deg.  36  min.  E.  Over,  or  within  it, 
two  lofty  hills  arife  one  behind  another,  of  which 
the  innermoft,  oreafternmoft,  isthehigheft.  The 
country,  as  far  as  Mr.  Williamfon  could  difcern, 
produces  not  a  iingle  tree  or  fhrub.  The  hills  were 
naked,  but  on  the  lower  grounds  there  grew  grafs 
and  plants  of  various  kinds,  very  few  of  which 
were  at  this  time  in  flower.  The  Lieutenant  met 
with  no  other  animals  than  a  doe  with  her  fawn, 
and  a  dead  fea-horfe  or  cow  that  lay  on  the  beach  : 
of  the  latter  animals  we  had  feen  a  confiderable 
number  from  the  fhips.  Cape  Newenham  is  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  extenfive  gulph  or  bay 
fituated  before  the  river  Briftol,  which,  in  honour 
of  the  Admiral,  Earl  of  Briftol,  received  from  the 
10  Z  2  commodore 


183^    Cook's  thirp  avid  last  Vqyag? 

commodore  the  diftinftion  of  Briftol  Bay.  Cape 
poneemak  forms  the  fouthern  limit  of  this  bay,  and 
is  eighty-two  leagues  diftant,  in  the  direction  of 
S.  S.  W.  from  Cape  Newenham,  At  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening  v/e  lleered  to  the  N.  W.  and  N.  N. 
W.  round  the  cape,  which  at  noon  the  next  day 
was  four  leagues  diftant,  bearing  S.  by  E.  Thq 
moft  advanced  land  towards  the  north,  bore  N. 
30  deg.  E.  and  the  neareft  part  of  the  coaft  was 
three  leagues  and  a  half  diftant.  During  the  after- 
noon there  was  but  little  wind,  fq  that  by  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening  we  had  only  proceeded  three  leagues 
on  a  northerly  courfe. 

Saturday  the  i8th,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  we 
were  fteering  N.  by  W.  when  the  depth  of  water 
fuddenly  decreafed  to  feven  and  five  fathoms  ;  on 
which  account  we  brought  to,  till  a  boat  from  each 
of  the  fhips  was  fent  a-head  to  found,  and  then  we 
fleered  to  the  N.  E.  At  noon,  when  the  water 
deepened  to  feventeen  fathoms,  Cape  Newenhani 
was  twelve  leagues  diftant,  bearing  S.  pdeg.  E.  the 
north-eaftern  extremity  of  the  land  in  fight  bore 
N.  66  deg.  E.  and  the  diftance  of  the  neareft  fhore 
was  four  leagues.  Our  latitude  was  59  deg.  1^ 
min.  N.  Before  one  o'clock  the  boats  a-head  dif- 
played  the  fignal  for  fhoal-water.  I'hey  had  only 
t\yo  fathoms  -,  but  at  the  fame  time  the  fhips  were 
in  fix.  By  hauling  more  to  the  north,  we  conti- 
nued nearly  in  the  iame  depth  till  between  five  and 
fix  o'clock,  when  our  boats  finding  lefs  and  lefs 
water,  Captain  Cook  made  the  fignal  to  the  Dif- 
covery,  which  was  then  a-head,  to  caft  anchor,  and 
both  Ihips  foon  came  to.  In  bringing  up  the  Refo- 
lution,  her  cable  parted  at  the  clinch,  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  the  other  anchor. 
V/e  rode  in  fix  fathoms  water,  over  a  bottom  of 
fand,  at  the  diftance  of  about  five  leagues  from  the 
continent.  Cape  Newenham  now  bore  S.  diftant 
16  leagues.  The  fartheft  hills  we  could  perceive 
'2  '   ,    '  towards 
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towards  the^orth,  bore  N.  E.  by  E.  and  low  land 
(Iretched  out  from  the  more  elevated  parts  as  far  as 
N.  by  E.  Without  this  there  was  a  flioal  of  ftones 
and  fand,  dry  at  half  ebb.  The  two  mafters  hav- 
ing been  fent,  each  in  a  boat,  to  found  between  this 
fhoal  and  the  coaft,  reported,  on  their  return,  that 
there  was  a  channel,  in  which  the  foundings  were 
6  and  7  fathoms,  but  that  it  was  rather  narrow  and 
intricate.  At  low  water,  we  attempted  to  get  a  haw- 
fer  round  the  loft  anchor,  but  did  not  then  fucceed  : 
however  being  refolved  not  to  leave  it  behind  us, 
while  there  remained  the  profpedl  of  recovering  it, 
we  perfevered  in  our  endeavours  ;  anc;]  at  length, 
in  the  evening  of  the  20th,  we  had  thedefired  fuc- 
cefs.  While  thus  employed,  the  commodore  ordered 
Captain  Gierke  to  fend  his  mafter  in  a  boat  to  fearch 
for  a  palTage  in  a  S.  W.  diredion.  He  accordingly 
did  fo,  but  could  find  no  channel  in  that  quarter ;  nor 
did  it  appear,  that  there  was  any  other  way  to  get  clear 
of  the  fhoals,  than  by  returning  by  the  fame  track 
in  which  we  had  entered  :  for  though,  by  following 
the  channel  we  were  now  in,  we  might,  perhaps, 
have  got  farther  down  the  coaft  ;  and  though  this 
channel  might  have  probably  carried  us  at  laft  to  the 
nbrthward,  clear  of  the  fhoals,  yet  the  attempt 
would  have  been  attended  with  extreme  hazard ; 
and,  in  cafe  of  ill-fuccefs,  there  would  have  been 
a  great  lofs  of  time,  that  we  could  not  conveniently 
ipare.  Thefe  reafons  induced  the  commodore  to 
return  by  the  way  which  had  brought  us  in,  and 
^hus  avoid  the  fhoals.  The  latitude  of  our  prefent 
ftation,  by  lunar  obfervations,  was  59  deg.  37  min. 
30  fee.  N.  and  our  longitude  197  deg,  45  min.  48 
fee.  E.  The  moft  northern  part  of  the  coaft  that 
we  could  difcern  from  this  fiation,  was  fuppofed  to 
be  fituate  in  lat.  60  deg.  It  forme.!,  to  appearance, 
a  low  point,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Shoal 
Nefs.  The  tide  of  flood  fets  to  the  northward,  and 
the  ebb  to  the  fouthward :  it  rifes  and  falls  five  or 
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iix  feet  upon  a  perpendicular,  and  we  reckon  that 
it  is  high  water  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  full  and 
change  days. 

On  Tuefday  the  2 1 ft,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.  hav^ 
ing  a  gentle  breeze  at  N .  N.  W.  we  let  fail,  with  three 
boats  a-head  employed  in  founding.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  precaution,  we  met  with  greater  difficulty  in 
returning  than  we  had  in  advancing ;  and  were  at 
length  under  the  neceility  of  anchoring,  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  running  upon  a  flioal  that  had  only 
a  depth  of  five  feet.  While  we  lay  at  anchor, 
twenty-feven  Americans,  each  in  a  feparate  canoe, 
came  off  to  the  ftiips,  which  they  approached  with 
fome  degree  of  caution.  As  they  advanced  they 
hallooed,  and  extended  their  arms ;  thereby  inti- 
mating, as  we  underftood,  their  peaceable  inten- 
tions, and  how  cordially  they  were  ready  to  receive 
us.  Some  of  them  at  laft  came  near  enough  to  re- 
ceive a  few  trifling  articles,  which  we  threw  to 
them.  This  gave  encouragement  to  the  others  to 
venture  alonglide  ;  and  a  traffic  quickly  commenced 
between  them  and  our  people,  who  obtained  wooden 
vefTels,  bows,  darts,  arrows,  dreire3  of  Ikins,  &c.  in 
exchange  for  which  the  natives  accepted  whatever 
we  offered  them.  They  appeared  to  be  the  fame 
fort  of  people  with  thofe  we  had  met  with  all  along 
this  coafl;  and  they  wore  in  their  lips  and  nofes  the 
fame  forts  of  ornaments  ;  but  they  were  not  fb  well 
clothed,  and  were  much  more  dirty.  We  thought 
them  to  be  perfe<5lly  unacquainted  with  any  civilized 
nation  ;  they  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  tobacco  j 
nor  did  we  obferve  in  their  poflefiion  any  foreign 
article,  unlefs  a  knife  may  be  conlidcred  as  fuch. 
This  indeed  was  nothing  more  than  apiece  of  com- 
mon iron  fitted  in  a  handle  made  of  wood,  fo  as  to 
ferve  the  purpofe  of  a  knife.  However,  thefe  peo- 
ple underllood  fo  well  the  value  and  ufe  of  this  in- 
ftrument,  that  it  fecmed  to  be  almoft  the  only  arti- 
cle they  thought  worth  purchafing.     The  hair  of 
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moft  of  them  was  fhaved,  or  cut  ihort  off,  a  few 
locks  being  left  on  one  fid€  and  behind.  They  wore 
for  a  covering  on  their  heads,  a  hoodof  fkins,  and 
a  bonnet  feemingly  made  of  wood.  One  part  of 
their  drefs,  which  we  procured,  was  a  kind  of  gir- 
dle of  Ikin,  made  in  a  very  neat  manner,  with 
trappings  depending  from  it,  and  paffing  between 
the  thighs,  fo  as  to  conceal  the  adjacent  parts. 
From  the  ufe  of  this  girdle,  it  is  probable,  that  they 
Ibmetimes  go  in  other  refpeOs  naked,  even  in  this 
high  northern  latitude ;  for  it  can  fcarcely  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  wear  it  under  their  other  cloathing. 
Their  canoes  were  covered  with  Ikins,  like  thofe 
we  had  lately  feen  -,  but  they  were  broader,  and 
the  hole  wherein  the  perfon  fits  was  wider,  than  in 
any  of  thofe  we  had  before  met  with.  Our  boats 
returning  from  founding  gave  them  fome  alarm,  fo 
that  they  all  departed  fooner  than  perhaps  they 
otherwife  would  have  done. 

On  Wednefday  the  2'2d,  we  got  clear  of  the  ihoals, 
yet  we  could  not  venture  to  fteer  towards  the  weft 
during  the  night,  but  fpent  it  off  Cape  Newenham. 
On  the  23d,  at  day-break,  we  flood  to  the  north- 
ward, the  Difcovery  being  ordered  to  go  a-head. 
When  we  had  proceeded  two  leagues,  our  found- 
ings decreafed  to  fix  fathoms.  Being  apprehenlivc, 
that,  if  we  continued  this  courfe,  we  frxould  meet 
with  lefs  water,  we  hauled  to  the  fouth.  This 
courfe  brought  us  gradually  into  1 8  fathoms  water  ; 
upon  which  we  ventured  to  fteer  a  little  wefterly, 
and  afterwards  due  weft,  when  we  at  length  found 
26  fathoms.  At  noon,  by  obfervation,  we  were 
in  lit.  58  deg.  7  min.  long.  194  deg.  22  min.  eaft. 
We  now  fteered  VV.  N.  VV.  the  depth  of  water  in- 
creafing  gradually  to  34  fathoms.  On  Saturday  the 
25th,  in  the  evening,  having  little  wind,  and  an 
exceeding  thick  fog,  we  let  go  our  anchors  in  30 
fathoms.  At  fix  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the 
weather  clearing  up,  we  fet  fail,  and  ftood  to  the 
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northward.  After  we  had  proceeded  on  this  courfe 
for  the  fpace  of  nine  leagues,  the  wind  veered  to 
the  N.  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  fteer  more  wef- 
terly.  On  Tuefday  the  28th,  at  noon,  we  had  clear 
funfhine  for  a  few  hours,  during  which  feveral  ob- 
fervations  were  made,  which  determined  our  lat^ 
to  be  59  deg.  55  min.  and  our  long.  190  deg.  6 
min.  but  the  time-keeper  gave  1B9  deg.  59  min. 
diiFerence  only  7  min.  On  the  29th,  in  the  morn^ 
ing,  we  difcovered  land,  bearing  N.  W.  by  W. 
diftant  6  leagues.  We  flood  towards  it  till  between 
ten  and  eleven,  when  we  tacked  in  24  fathoms,  be- 
ing then  a  league  from  the  land,  which  bore  N.  N.W. 
It  was  the  fouth-eaftern  extreme,  and  formed  a  per- 
pendicular cliff  of  great  height ;  upon  which  it 
received  from  the  captain  the  name  of  Point  Up- 
right. Its  lat.  is  60  chg.  17  min.  long.  187  deg* 
30  min.  call.  More  land  w^as  perceived  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  this  point;  and,  at  a  clear  interval,  wc 
difcerned  another  portion  of  high  land,  bearing  W. 
by  S.  and  this  feemed  to  be  perfectly  feparated  from 
the  other.  On  Thurfday,  the  30th,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.  M,  Point  Upright  bore  N.  W.  by  N.  diftant  6 
leagues.  A  light  breeze  now  fpringing  up  at  N.  N. 
W.  we  fleered  to  the  north- eaft ward  till  four  the 
next  morning,  when  the  wind  veered  to  the  eaft; 
we  then  tacked,  and  ftood  to  the  N.  W.  The 
wind,  not  long  after,  fliifting  to  S.  E.  we  fteered 
N.  E.  by  N.  and  continued  this  courfe  with  found- 
ings, from  25  to  20  fathoms,  till  noon  the  follow- 
ing day. 

Saturday,  Auguft  the  ift,  we  obferved  in  lat.  60 
deg.  58  min.  long.  191  deg.  eaft.  The  wind  now 
becoming  north-eafterly,  we  firft  made  a  ftretch  of 
about  ten  leagues  towards  the  N.  W.  and  then,  as 
we  obferved  no  land  in  that  direction,  we  ftood  back 
to  the  E.  for  the  fpace  of  14  or  1 5  leagues,  and  met 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  drift  wood.  On 
the  2CU  we  had  variable  lieht  winds,  with  dowers 
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of  rain  the  whole  day.  In  the  morning  of  Monday, 
the  3d,  we  refumed  our  northward  courfe.  At 
noon,  by  obfervation,  our  lat.  was  62  deg.  34  min. 
long.  192  deg.  E.  Between  three  and  four  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  Mr.  Anderfon,  Captain  Cook's  fur- 
geon  of  the  Refoiution,  expired,  after  he  had  lin- 
gered under  a  confumption  upwards  of  a  twelve- 
month. He  was  a  fenfible,  intelligent  young  man  ; 
an  agreeable  companion  ;  had  great  fkill  in  his  pro- 
fefiion  ;  and  had  acquired  a  conliderable  portion  of 
knowledge  in  other  branches  of  fcience.  Our 
readers  will  doubtlefs  have  obferved,  how  ufeful 
an  afliflant  he  had  proved  in  the  courfe  of  this 
voyage  ;  and  had  it  pleafed  God  to  have  prolonged 
his  life  to  a  later  period,  the  public  might  have  re- 
ceived from  him  fuch  communications  on  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  natural  hiftory  of  the  feveral  places  he 
vifited,  as  would  have  abundantly  fhewn  he  was 
worthy  of  a  higher  commendation  than  we  have 
here  given  liim.  His  funeral  was  performed  with 
the  ufual  ceremonies  at  fea ;  after  which  Mr.  Law, 
furgeon  of  the  Difcovery,  was  removed  into  the 
Refoiution,  and  Mr.  SamwTll,  the  furgeon's  firft 
mate  of  the  Refoiution,  was  appointed  to  fucceed 
Mr.  Law  as  furgeon  of  the  Difcovery. 


■■ad-'. 


CHAP.       XIL 

y^n  IJland  7iamed  to  the  Memory  of  the  mgenious  Mr. 
Anderfon^  Captain  Cook's  late  Surgeon,  and  Frie7id 
— Remarks  on  Sledge  I/Iand,  King's  IJland,  and 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  tbewejlern  Extreme  of  Ame- 
rica— The  Refoiution  and  Difcovery  anchor  in  a  large 
Bay  on  the  Afiatic  Coaji — The  Commodore  lands  at  a 
Village — Interview  with  fo?ne  of  the  Natives,  the 
Tfchutfki — A  defcriptiv.e  Account  of  them — The  Refo- 
iution and  Difcovery  quit  the  Bay — Their  Frogrefs 
No.  66,  II  A  northward 
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northward — Cape  Mulgrave — Icy  Cape — Defcnptian 
of  Sea  horfes — Cape  Lijbwne — IJ  nfuccefsful  Attempts 
to  get  throng]}  the  Ice — Kemarks — Arrival  on  the 
Coajl  of  Afia — Cape  North--  Frofecution  of  the  Voyage 
deferred  to  the  foUoiving  Tear — Return  from  Cape 
North  along  the  Coaji  of  Afia — Burney^s  Iflajid^^ 
Several  Capes  and  Bays  defcr'ibed — ^teer  for  the 
Coaft  of  America — An  Account  of  more  Capes  mid 
Headland — Befboroiigh  Ifland — Captain  Cook's  in- 
terview with  a  particular  Family — Mr.  King  vifits 
the  fame — He  is  fent  to  examine  the  Coafl  ;  his  Re^ 
port ;  and  a  Defcription  of  the  Country.^  '&c. — Nor- 
ton's Sound — Steward's  IJland  difcovered  and  de^ 

fcribed Cape    Stevens Point  Shallow-water — 

Shoals  — Clerk's  IJland —  Gore's  — Pitinacle  —  Tbe^ 
Refoliition  fprings  a  Leak — The  two  Ships  arrive  at 
Oonalafka — Interview  with  the  Natives  and  Ruffian 
'Traders — Mr.  Ifmyloff  comes  on  Board — Account  of 
the  Ifland s  vifited  by  the  Ruffians — Of  their  Settle- 
ment at  Oonalafka — A  particular  Defcription  of  the 
Natives^  their  Manufactures^  Repofitories  of  their 
Dead,  &c. — An  Account  of  the  Fifb,  and  other  fea 
Animals — Water  Fowls — La?id  Birds — ^adriipeds 
Vegetables — Stones, &c. — Refefnblance  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Side  of  America,  to  the  Ffquimaux  and 
Greenlanders — Obfervations, 

SOON  after  Mr.  Anderfon  had  refigned  his 
breath,  we  difcovered  land  to  the  weflward, 
diitant  12  leagues.  We  fuppofed  it  to  bean  ifland; 
and  the  commodore,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  deceiifed,  for  whom  he  had  a  very  great  regard, 
diftinguiflied  it  by  the  name  of  Anderfon's  Ifland. 
On  Tuefday,  the  ^th,  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
we  faw  land  extending  from  N.  N.  E.  to  N.  W. 
We  (leered  towards  it  till  four,  when,  being  four 
or  five  miles  diftant  from  it,  we  tacked  ;  and,  not 
long  afterwards,  the  wind  failing,  we  let  go  our 
anchors  in   13  fathoms,  over  a  fandy  bottom,  at 

the 


To   THE    Pacific   Ocean,  &c.    1843 

die  diftance  of  about  two  leagues  from  land.  Our 
lat.  was  now  64deg.  27  min.  N.  and  long.  i94deg. 
1 8  min.  E.  "We  could  at  intervals  difcern  the  coaft 
extending  from  E.  to  N.  W.  and  an  ifland  of  con- 
liderable  elevation,  bearing  W.  by  N.  nine  miles 
diitant.  The  land  before  us,  which  we  imagined 
to  be  the  continent  of  America,  appeared  rather 
low  next  the  fea  ;  but  inland  it  rofe  in  hills,  which 
feemed  to  be  of  a  tolerable  height.  It  had  a  greenifli 
hue,  and  was  apparently  deftitute  of  wood,  and  free 
from  fnow.  While  our  fliips  remained  at  anchor, 
we  obferved  that  the  tide  of  flood  came  from  the 
eaftward,  and  fet  to  the  weft  ward,  till  between  the 
hours  of  ten  and  eleven ;  from  which  time,  till  two 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  ftream  fet  to  the  E. 
and  the  water  fell  three  feet.  The  flood  running 
both  longer  and  ftronger  than  the  ebb,  we  con- 
cluded that  there  was  a  wefterly  current  befides  the 
tide.  Wednefday  the  5th,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  we  ran  down,  and  foon  after  anchored 
between  the  ifland  and  the  continent  in  feven  fa- 
thoms. Not  long  after  we  had  caft  anchor,  Captain 
Cook,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King  and  fome  other 
officers,  landed  upon  the  ifland.  He  hoped  to  have 
had  from  it  a  profpeft  of  the  coaft  and  fea  to- 
wards the  weft  i  but  in  that  direction  the  fog  was 
fo  thick,  that  the  view  was  not  more  extenflve  than 
it  was  from  our  fliips.  The  coaft  of  the  continent 
feemed  to  incline  to  the  north,  at  a  low  point,  named 
by  us  Point  Rodney,  which  bore  from  the  ifland  N, 
W.  half  W.  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues  ; 
but  the  high  land,  which  afl'umed  a  more  norther- 
ly direction,  was  perceived  at  a  much  greater  dif- 
tance. The  lat.  of  this  ifland  is  64deg.  30  min. 
N.  and  its  long,  is  19:5  deg.  57  min.  E.  It  is  about 
12  miles  in  circumference.  The  furface  of  the 
ground  principally  confifts  of  large  loofe  ftones, 
covered  in  many  places  with  mofs  and  other  vegeta- 
bles j  of  which  20  or  30  different  fpecies  were  ob- 
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ferved,  and'  moil,  of  them  were  in  flower.  Bnt  the. 
Captain  favv  not  a  tree  or  fhrub  either  on  the  ifland 
or  upon  the  neighbouring  continent.  Near  the 
beach  where  he  landed,  was  a  coniideruble  quantity 
of  wild  purflain',  long-wort,  peafe,  &c.  fome  of 
which  he  took  on  board  for  boiling.  Pie  faw  feve- 
Tal  plovers,  and  other  fmall  birds ;  a  fox  was  alfo 
feen.  He'  met  with  fome  decayed  huts,  built  partly 
under-ground.  People  had  lately  been  upon  the 
ifland ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  often 
repair  to  it,  there  being  a  beaten  path  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  that  part  of 
the  ihore  where  our  gentlemen  landed,  they  found 
a. fledge,  which  induced  Captain  Cook  to  give  the 
ifland  the  appellation  of  Sledge  Ifland.  It  appe::ired 
to  be  fuch^  one  as  is  ufedby  the  Kuflians  in  Kamt- 
fchatka,  fti'r  the  purpofe  of  conveying  goods  from 
one  place  to  another  over  the  fnow  or  ice.  It  was 
about  20  inclies  in  breadth,  and  10  feet  in  length, 
had  a  fort  of  r^lii-work  on  each  flde,  and  was  fliod 
with  bone.  Its  Conftruclion  was  admirable,  and  its 
various  parts  were  put  t()gether  with  great  neat- 
nefs ;  fome  with  Vv'ooden  pins,  but  for  the  moft:  part 
■with  thongs  or  lafhes  of  whale  bone;  in  confequence 
o'f  which,"  the  Captain  imagined  that  it  was  entirely 
the  workmanfliip  of  the  natives.  We  weighed  an- 
chor at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  the  6th,  and  made 
lail  to  the  N.W.  with  a  liirht  breeze  from  the  fouth- 
ward.  Having  aftervi/ards  but  little  wind,  and  that 
Variable,  we  made  but  a  flow  progrefs ;  and,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  finding  the  fliips  getting  in- 
to flioai-water,  we  anchored  in  fcven  fathoms,  our 
diftance  from  the  coaft  being  about  two  leagues. 
Sledge  Ifland  then  bore  S.  51  deg.  E.  nine  or  ten 
leagues  diftant.  '  Soon  after  we  had  let  go  our  an- 
chors, the  weather,  which  had  been  miily,  cleared 
np,  and  we  j5)erceived  high  land  extending  from  N. 
40  deg.  E.  to  N.  30  deg.  W.  feemingly  disjoined 
from  the  coaft  near  which  we  lay  at  anchor,  which 
I  appeared 
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appeared  to  extend  to  the  north-eaftward.  We  at 
the  fame  time  faw  an  ifland  bearing  N.  81  deg.  W. 
at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  nine  leagues.  It  feemed 
to  be  of  fmall  extent,  and  was  named  King's  Ifland. 
We  rode  at  anchor  till  eight  the  next  morning, 
when  we  weighed,  and  fteered  a  N.  W.  courfe. 
The  weather  being  clear  towards  the  evening,  we 
obtained  a  fight  of  the  north-weftern  land,  diftant 
about  three  leagues.  We  paffed  the  night  in  making 
fliort  boards,  the  weather  being  rainy  and  mifty, 
and  the  wind  inconfiderable.  Between  four  and 
five  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  again  had  a 
fight  of  the  N.  W.  land  ;  and  not  long  afterwards 
having  a  calm,  and  being  driven  by  a  current  to- 
wards the  fliore,  we  thought  proper  to  anchor  in 
1 2  fathoms  water,  at  the  dittance  of  about  two  miles 
from  the  coaft.  Over  the  weftern  extremity  is  a 
lofty  peaked  hill,  fituate  in  the  long,  of  192  deg. 
1 8  min.  E.  and  in  the  lat.  of  65  deg.  36  min.  N.  A 
north-eafterly  breeze  fpringing  up  at  eight  o'clock, 
we  weighed,  and  made  fail  to  the  fouth-eaftward, 
hoping  to  find  a  paflage  between  this  N.  W.  land 
and  the  coaft,  near  which  we  had  caft  anchor  in 
the  evening  of  the  6th.  But  we  quickly  got  into 
feven  fathoms  water,  and  perceived  low  land  con- 
necting the  two  coafts,  and  the  elevated  land  be- 
hind it.  Perfuaded  that  the  whole  was  a  continued 
coaft,  we  now  tacked  and  fteered  for  its  north- 
weftern  part,  near  which  we  anchored  in  17  fathoms. 
The  weather  at  prefent  was  very  thick  and  rainy  j 
but  at  four  the  next  morning  it  cleared  up,  and 
enabled  us  to  difcern  the  neighbouring  land.  A 
lofty  fteep  rock  or  ifland  bore  W.  by  S.  another  ifland 
to  the  northward  of  it,  and  confiderably  larger, 
bore  W.  by  N.  the  peaked  hill  before-mentioned, 
S.  E.  by  E.  and  the  point  that  was  under  it,  S.  32 
deg.  E.  Under  this  hill  is  fome  low  land,  extend- 
ing towards  the  N.  W.  the  extreme  point  of  which 
was  now  about  one  league  diftant,  bearing  N.  E. 
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by  E.  Over  it,  and  alfo  beyond  it,  we  obferved 
ibme  high  land,  which  we  imagined  was  a  continua- 
tion of  the  continent.  This  point  of  land,  which 
the  commodore  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Cape 
Prince  of  Wales,  is  the  weftern  extreme  of  all 
America  hitherto  known.  It  ftands  in  the  long,  of 
191  deg.  45  min.  £.  and  in  the  lat.  of  6^  deg.  46 
min.  N.  We  fancied  that  we  iaw  fome  people  on 
the  coaft  ;  and  perhaps  we  were  not  miflaken  in  our 
fuppofition,  as  fome  elevations  hke  ftages,  and 
others  refembling  huts,  were  obferved  at  the  fame 
place.  This  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  a  faint 
northerly  breeze  arifing,  we  weighed  anchor  ;  but 
our  fails  were  fcarcdy  fet,  when  it  began  to  blow 
and  rain  with  great  violence,  there  being  at  the 
fame  time  mifty  weather.  The  wind  and  current 
were  in  contrary  direftions,  raifmgfuch  a  fea,  that 
it  often  broke  into  the  fliip.  Having  plied  to  wind- 
ward with  little  effect  till  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, we  flood  for  the  ifland  which  we  had  per- 
ceived to  the  wertward,  intending  to  caft  anchor 
under  it  till  the  gale  Ihould  abate.  But  upon  our 
nearer  approach  to  this  ifland,  we  found  that  it  was 
compofed  of  two  fmall  iflands,  neither  of  which 
exceeded  three  or  four  leaQ:ues  in  circumference. 
As  thefe  could  afford  us  little  fhelter,  we  did  not 
come  to  an  anchor,  but  continued  to  ftretch  to- 
wards the  W,  and  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, we  faw  land  extending  from  N.  N.  W.  to  W. 
by  S.  the  diftance  of  the  nearefl  part  being  fix 
leagues.  We  flood  on  till  ten  o'clock,  and  then 
made  a  board  towards  the  E.  in  order  to  pafs  the 
night. 

On  Monday  the  loth,  at  break  of  day,  we  re- 
fumed  our  v/eflward  courfe  for  the  land  leen  by  us 
the  preceding  evening.  At  eleven  minutes  after 
feven  o'clock,  it  extended  from  S.  72  deg.  W.  to 
N.  41  deg.  E.  Betwixt  the  fouth-weftern  exlre- 
roity,  and  a   point   bearing  W.  fix  miles  diftant, 
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the  coaft  forms  a  fpacious  bay,  in  which  we  dropped 
our  anchors  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  about  two 
miles  from  the  northern  fliore,  over  a  gravelly  bot- 
tom, at  the  depth  of  ten  fathoms.  The  northern 
part  of  this  bay  bore  N.  43  deg.  E.  its  fouthern 
point  S.  58  deg.  W.  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  N.  60 
deg.  W.  between  two  and  three  leagues  diilant ; 
and  the  two  iflands  that  we  had  palTed  the  preceding 
day  were  at  the  diftance  of  14  leagues,  bearing  N. 
72  deg.  E.  When  fleering  for  this  bay  we  obferved, 
on  the  north  fliore,  a  village,  and  fome  people,  who 
feemed  to  have  been  thrown  into  confufion,  or 
fear,  at  the  fight  of  our  vefTels.  We  could  plainly 
perceive  perfons  running  up  the  country  with  bur- 
dens upon  their  fhoulders.  At  this  village  Captain 
Cook  propofed  to  land  ;  and  accordingly  went  with 
three  armed  boats,  accompanied  by  fome  of  the 
officers.  Thirty  or  forty  men,  each  of  whom  was 
armed  with  a  fpontoon,  a  bow,  and  arrows,  flood 
drawn  up  on  an  eminence  near  the  houfes  j  three  of 
them  came  down  towards  the  fliore,  on  the  approach 
of  our  gentlemen,  and  were  fo  polite  as  to  pull  off 
their  caps,  and  make  them  low  b6ws.  Though 
this  civility  was  returned,  it  did  not  infpire  them 
with  fufficient  confidence  to  wait  for  the  landing 
of  our  party ;  for,  the  inflant  they  put  the  boats 
afliore,  the  natives  retired.  Captain  Cook  followed 
them  alone,  without  any  thing  in  his  hand ;  and^ 
by  figns  and  geflures,  prevailed  on  them  to  flop, 
and  accept  fome  trifling  prefents :  in  return  for 
thefe,  they  gave  him  two  fox-fkins,  and  a  cou- 
ple of  fea-horfe  teeth.  The  captain  was  of  opinion, 
that  they  had  brought  thefe  articles  down  with 
them  for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  them  to  him  ; 
and  that  they  would  have  given  them  to  him,  even 
if  tiiey  had  expefted  no  return.  They  feemed  very 
timid  and  cautious  :  intimating  their  defire,  by 
figns,  that  no  more  of  our  people  fliould  be  fuffered 
to  come  up.     On  the  captain's  laying  his  hand  on 
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the  fhoulder  of  one  of  them,  he  ftarted  back  feveral 
paces  ;  in  proportion  as  he  advanced,  they  retreated, 
always  in  the  attitude  of  being  ready  to  make  ufe 
of  their  fpears  ;  while  thofe  on  the  eminence,  were 
prepared  to  fupport  them  with  their  arrows.  In- 
fenfibly,  the  captain,  and  two  or  three  of  his  com- 
panions, introduced  themfelves  among  them.  The 
diftribution  of  a  few  beads  among  fome  of  them, 
foon  created  a  degree  of  confidence,  fo  that  they 
were  not  alarmed,  when  the  captain  was  joined  by 
a  few  more  of  his  people;  and,  in  a  ihort  time,  a 
kind  of  traffic  was  entered  into.  In  exchange  for 
tobacco,  knives,  beads,  and  other  articles,  they 
gave  a  few  arrows,  and  fome  of  their  clothing  ;  but 
nothing  that  our  people  had  to  offer,  could  induce 
them  to  part  with  a  fpear  or  a  bow.  Thefe  they  held 
in  continual  readinefs,  never  quitting  them,  except 
at  one  time,  when  four  or  five  perfons  laid  theirs 
down,  while  they  favoured  our  party  with  a  fong 
and  a  dance  ;  and  even  then,  they  placed  them  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  they  could  lay  hold  of  them 
in  a  moment.  Their  arrows  were  pointed  either 
with  ftone  or  bone,  but  very  few  of  them  had 
barbs  ;  and  fome  of  them  had  a  round  blunt  point. 
What  ufe  thefe  are  applied  to,  we  cannot  fay,  un- 
lefs  it  be  to  kill  fmall  animals  without  damaging  the 
Ikin.  Their  bows  were  fuch  as  we  had  obferved  on 
the  American  coaft :  their  fpontoons,  or  fpears, 
were  of  iron  or  fteel,  and  of  European  or  Afiatic 
■workmanfliip ;  and  confiderable  pains  had  been 
taken  to  embellifh  them  with  carving,  and  inlay- 
ings  of  brafs,  and  of  a  white  metal.  Thofe  who 
Hood  with  bows  and  arrows  in  their  hands,  had  the 
fpear  flung  by  a  leathern  flrap  over  their  right 
fhoulder.  A  leathern  quiver,  flung  over  their  left 
ihoulder  ferved  to  contain  arrows ;  and  fome  of . 
thefe  quivers  were  exceedingly  beautiful,  being 
made  of  red  leather,  on  which  was  very  neat  em- 
broidery,   and   other  ornaments.      Several   other 

things. 
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things,  and  particularly  their  cloathing,  indicated 
a  degree  of  ingenuity  far  furpafiing  what  any  one 
would  expefl  to  find  among  fo  northern  a  people. 

The  Americans  we  had  ieen  lince  our  arrival  on 
that  coaft,  had  round  chubby  faces,  and  high  cheek- 
bones, and  were  rather  low  of  ftature.  The  people 
among  whom  we  now  were,  far  from  refembling 
them,  had  long  vifages,  and  were  ftout  and  well 
made  :  upon  the  whole,  they  appeared  to  be  a  very 
different  nation.  No  women,  nor  children  of  either 
fex,  were  obferved,  nor  any  aged  perfons,  except 
one  man,  whofe  head  was  bald  j  and  he  was  the 
only  one  who  bore  no  arms  :  the  others  feemed  to 
be  leleft  men,  and  rather  under  than  above  the  mid- 
dle age.  The  elderly  man  had  a  black  mark  acrofs 
his  face,  which  was  not  perceived  in  any  of  the 
others  ^  all  of  them  had  their  ears  perforated,  and 
fomc  had  glafs  beads  hanging  to  them.  Thefe  were 
the  only  fixed  ornaments  feen  about  them,  for  they 
wear  none  to  their  lips  :  this  is  another  particular, 
in  which  they  differ  from  the  Americans  we  had 
lately  feen.  Their  apparel  confifted  of  a  pair  of 
breeches,  a  cap,  a  frock,  a  pair  of  boots,  and  a  pair 
of  gloves,  all  made  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  dogs,  feals, 
and  other  animals,  and  extremely  well  drelTed  ; 
fome  with  the  hair  or  far  on,  and  others  without 
it.  The  caps  were  made  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
fit  the  head  very  clofe ;  and  belides  thefe  capg,  which 
were  worn  by  moft  of  them,  we  procured  from 
them  fome  hoods,  made  of  dog-lkins,  that  were 
fufiiciently  large  to  cover  both  head  and  fhoulders. 
Their  hair  was  apparently  black,  but  their  heads 
were  either  fhaved,  or  the  hair  cut  clofe  off,  and 
fione  of  them  wore  beards.  Of  the  few  articles 
which  they  obtained  fi'om  our  people,  knives  and 
tobacco  were  what  they  fet  the  moft  value  upon. 

In  the  village  we  faw  both  their  winter  and  their 
fummer  habitations  ;  the  former  are  exactly  like  a 
rault,  the  floor  of  which  is  funk  below  the  furface 
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of  the  earth.  .  One  of  them,  which  Captain  Cook 
examined,  was  of  an  oval  figure,  about  twerity  feet 
in  length,  and  twelve  or  more  in  height  •,  the  fram- 
ing confined  of  wood,  and  the  ribs  of  whales, 
judicioufly  difpofed,  and  bound  together  with  fmal- 
ler  materials  of  the  fame  kind.  Over  this  framing, 
a  covering  of  ftrong  coarfe  grafs  was  laid,  and  that 
again  was  covered  with  earth  ;  fo  that  on  the  out- 
fide,  the  houfo  had  the  appearance  of  a  little  hil- 
lock, fupported  by  a  wall  of  flone,  of  the  height  of 
three  or  four  feet,  which  was  built  round  the  twe 
fides,  and  one  end.  At  the  other  end  of  the  habi- 
tation, the  earth  was  raifed  lloping,  to  walk  up  to 
the  entrance,  which  was  by  a  hole  in  the  topof  the 
roof,  over  that  end.  The  floor  was  boarded,  and 
under  it  was  a  fort  of  cellar,  in  which  the  captain 
'faw  nothing  but  water ;  at  the  end  of  each  houfe 
^■-as  a  vaulted  room,  which  he  fuppofed  was  a  ftore- 
'room.  Thefe  ftore-rooms  communicated,  by  a 
dark  paffage,  with  the  houfe,  and  with  the  open  air, 
'by  a  hole  in  the  roof,  which  was  even  with  the 
ground  oiie  walked  upon  ;  but  they  cannot  be  faid 
%6  be  entirely  below  ground  ;  for  one  end  extended 
lo  the  edge' bf  "the  hill,  along  which  they  were 
made,  and  which  was  built  up  with  ftone.  OYer  it 
ilood  a'  kind  of  fentry  box,  or  tower,  formed  of 
the  large  bones  of  great  nfh.  Their  fummer  huts 
Were  of  a  tolerable  lizc,  and  cifxnlar,  being  brought 
to  a  point  at  the  top.  Slight  poles  and  bones,  co- 
vered with  the  feins  of  fea-animals,  compofed  the 
framing.  Cap-tain  Cook  examined  the  infide  of  one  : 
tliere  was  a  fire- pi  ace  Jul  i  within  the  door,  where  a 
few  wooden  veifels  were  depofited,  all  very  dirty. 
Their  bed-places  were  elofeto  the  fide,  and  occupied 
about  one  half  bf  the  circuit :  fome  degree  of  pri- 
vacy Teemed  to  be  obferved  ;  for  there  w^re  fisveral 
partitions,  made  with  Ikins.  The  bed  and  bedding 
tjonfifted  of  deer-fkins,  and  mofi:  of  them  were  clean 
and  diy.  About  the  houfes  wei;«  erc€led  feveral 
■  1    •    --  -  '  •"  '-'  '-  -  fiages^ 
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ftages,  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height,  fuch  as  wchad 
fecn  on  fome  parts  of  the  American  coaft.  They 
were  compofed  entirely  of  bones,  and  were  appa- 
rently intended  for  drying  their  fifh  and  Ikins, 
which  were  thus  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  their 
dogs,  of  which  they  had  great  numbers.  Thcfe 
dogs  are  of  the  fox  Idnd,  rather  large,  and  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  with  long  foft  hair,  that  refembles , 
wool.  They  are,  in  all  probability,  ufed  for  the 
purpofe  of  drawing  their  fledges  in  winter  ;  for  it 
appears  that  they  have  fledges,  as  the  captain  faw 
many  of  them  laid  up  in  one  of  their  winter  huts. 
It  is,  likewife,  not  improbable,  that  dogs  confiitute 
a  part  of  their  food,  for  feveral  lay  dead,  which 
had  been  killed  that  morning.  The  canoes  of  thefe 
people  are  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  of  the 
northern  Americans,  fome,  both  of  the  large  and 
fmall  fort,  being  feen  lying  in  a  creek,  near  the 
village.  From  the  large  bones  of  fifli,  and  other 
fea-animals,  it  appeared,  that  the  fea  furniftied  them 
with  the  greater  part  of  their  fubliftence.  The 
country  feemed  extremely  barren,  as  our  gentle- 
men faw  not  a  tree  or  flirub.  At  fome  diiliance  to- 
wards the  wefl:,  they  obferved  a  ridge  of  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  that  had  fallen  not  long  before. 

Some  of  us  at  firft,  fuppofed  this  land  to  be  a 
part  of  the  ifland  of  Alafchka,  laid  down  in  Mr, 
StDchlin's  Map  before  mentioned  ;  but  from  theap- 
pearance  of  the  coafl",  the  lituation  of  the  oppohte 
fliore  of  America,  and  from  the  longitude,  we  foon 
conjedured  that  it  was,  more  probably,  the  country 
of  the  Tlchutlki,  or  the  eallcrn  extremity  of  Afia, 
explored  by  B^ering  in  the  year  1728.  In  admit- 
ting this,  however,  without  farther  examination, 
we  muft  have  pronounced  Mr.  Stsehlin's  map,  and 
his  account  of  the  new  northern  Archipelago,  to 
be  either  remarkably  erroneous,  even  in  latitude, 
or  elfe  to  be  a  mere  nclion ;  a  judgment  which  we 
would   not  prefume  to  pafs,  upon  a  publication  fo 
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refpecjtably  vouched,  without  producing  the  moft 
decifive  proofs.     Our  party  having  remained  with 
thefc  people  between  two  and  three  hours,  they  re- 
turned on   board  ;  and,  foon  after,  the  wind   be- 
coming foutherly,  we  weighed  anchor,  flood  out  of 
the  bay,  and  fteered  to  the  N.  E.  between  the  coaft 
and  the  two  iflands.     At  noon,  the  next  day,  Au- 
guft  1 1,  the  former  extended  from  S.  80  deg.  W. 
to  N.  84  deg.  W.  the  latter  bore  S.  40  deg.  W.  and 
the  peaked  hill,  over  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  bore  S. 
36  deg.  E.     The  latitude  of  the  ftiip  was  (^6  deg, 
5  min.  N.  the  longitude  191  deg.  19  mln.,E.  our 
foundings  were  28  fathoms  ;  and  our  pofilion  nearly 
in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  between   the  two 
coafts,  each   being  at  the  diftance  of  about  leven 
leagues.     From  this  ftation  we  fleered  to  the  eafl- 
ward,  in   order  to  make  a  nearer  approach  to  the 
American  coaft.     In  this  courfe  the  water  gradually 
fhoaled  ;  and  there  being  very  little  wind,  and  all 
our  endeavours  to  encreafe  our  depth  failing,  we 
were  obliged  at  lafl  to  call  anchor  in  fix  fathoms  ; 
which  was  the  only  remedy  remaining,  to  prevent 
the  fhips  driving  into  more  fhallow  water.     The 
nearefl  part  of  the  weflern  land  bore  W.  12  leagues 
xiliilmt ;  the  peaked  mountain  over  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales,  bore  S.  16  deg.  W.  and  the  moft  northern 
part  of  the  American  continent  in  fight,  E.  S.  E. 
the  diftance  of  the  neareft  part  being  about  four 
leagues.     After  we  had  anchored,  a  boat  was  dif- 
patched  to  found,  and  the  water  was  found  to  fhoal 
gradually  towards  the  land.     While  our  fhips  lay 
at  anchor,  which  was  from  fix  to  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, we  perceived  little  or  no  current^  nor  did  we 
obferve  that  the  water  rofe  or  fell.     A  northerly 
breeze  fpringing  up,  we  weighed,  and  made  fail 
to  the  weftward,  which  courfe  foon  brought  us  into 
deep  water;  and,  during  the  12th,  we  plied  to  the 
northward  in  fight  of   both  coafts,   but  we  kept 
neareil  to  that  of  America.     On  the  1 2th,  at  four 
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in  the  afternoon,  a  breeze  ariling  at  S.  we  fleered 
N.  E.  by  N.  till  four  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
when,  feeing  no  land,  we  direded  our  courfe  E. 
by  N.  and  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten,  land 
appeared,  which  we  fuppofed  was  a  continuation  of 
the  continent.  It  extended  from  E.  by  S.  to  E.  by 
N.  and,  not  long  afterwards,  we  defcried  more  land, 
bearing  N.  by  E.  Coming  rather  fuddenly  into  13 
fathoms  water,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  made 
a  trip  off  till  four,  when  we  again  Hood  in  for  the 
land  ;  which,  foon  after,  we  faw,  extending  from 
N.  to  S.  E.  the  neareft  part  being  at  thediftance  of 
three  or  four  leagues.  The  coaft  here  forms  a  point, 
named  by  us  Point  Mulgrave,  which  is  fituated 
in  the  latitude  of  67  deg.  45  min.  N.  and  in  the 
longitude  of  194  deg.  51  min.E.  The  landfeemed. 
to  be  very  low  near  the  fea,  but  a  little  farther  it 
rifes  into  hills  nf  a  moderate  height ;  the  whole  was 
free  from  fnow,  and  apparently  deftitute  of  wood. 
Wc  now  tacked,  and  bore  away  N.  W.  by  W.  but, 
in  a  Ihort  time  afterwards,  thick  weather,  with^ 
rain,  coming  on,  and  the  wind  increaling,  wc 
hauled  more  to  the  weftward. 

Saturday  the  15th,  at  two  o'clock,  A.M.  the 
wind  veered  to  S.  W.  by  S.  and  blew  a  ftrong  gale, 
which  abated  towards  noon.  We  now  ftood  to  the 
N.  E.  till  fix  the  next  morning,  when  we  fleered 
rather  more  eaflerly  :  in  this  run,  we  met  with  fe- 
veral  fea-horfes,  and  great  numbers  of  birds  j  fomc 
of  which  refembled  fand-larks,  and  others  were  not 
larger  than  hedge-fparrows.  We  alfo  faw  fome 
ihags,  fo  that  we  judged  we  were  not  far  from 
land  ;  but,  having  2  thick  fog,  we  could  not  ex- 
pect to  fee  any  ;  and  as  the  wind  blew  ftrong,  it 
was  not  deemed  prudent  to, continue  a  courfe  which 
was  mofl  likely  to  bring  us  to  it.  From  the  noon 
of  this  day,  to  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
following,  we  fleered  E.  by  N.  a  courfe  which 
brought  us  into  fifteen  fathoms  water.    We  now 
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fleered  N.  E.  by  E.  thinking,  by  fuch  a  courfe,  to 
increafe  our  depth  of  water.  But  in  the  fpace  of 
fix  leagues,  it  Ihoaled  to  1 1  fathoms,  which  induced 
us  to  haulclofe  to  the  wind,  that  now  blew  at  W. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  both  fun  and  moon  were 
clearly  feen  at  intervals,  and  u-e  made  fome  hafty 
obfervatioiis  for  the  longitude  ;  which,  reduced  to 
noon,  when  the  latitude  was  70  deg,  33  min.  N. 
^ive  197  deg.  41  min.  E.  The  time-keeper,  for 
the  fame  time,  gave  198  deg.  In  the  forenoon, 
we  perceived  a  brlghtnefs  in  the  northern  horizon, 
like  that  reflefted  trom  ice,  ufually  called  the  blink. 
Little  notice  wz^s  taken  of  it,  from  a  fuppofition 
that  it  was  improbable  we  fliould  fo  foon  meet  with 
ice.  The  fiiarpnefs  of  the  air,  however,  and  gloo- 
minefs  of  the  weather,  for  the  two  or  three  pre- 
ceding days,  feemed  to  indicate  fome  fudden  change. 
About  an  hour  afterv/ards,  the  fight  of  an  enormous 
mafs  of  ice,  left  us  no  longer  in  any  doubt  refpecl- 
ing  the  caufe  of  the  brightnefs  of  the  horizon.  Be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock,  we  tacked  clofe  to 
the  edge  of  the  ice,  in  22  fathoms  Water,  being 
then  in  the  latitude  of  70  deg,  41  min.  north,  and 
unable  to  (land  on  any  farther,  for  the  ice  w:as  per- 
fe6lly  impenetrable,  and  extended  from  W.  by  S. 
to  E.  by  N.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Here 
we  met  with  great  numbers  of  fea-horfes,  fome  of 
which  were  in  the  water,  but  far  more  upon  the 
ice.  The  commodore  had  thoughts  of  hoiftingout 
the  boats  to  kill  fome  of  thefe  animals;  but,  the 
wind  frelliening,  he  gave  up  the  defign;  and  we  con- 
tinued to  ply  towards  the  fouth,  or  rather  towards 
the  Vvcft,  for  the  wind  came,  from  that  quarter. 
We  made  no  progrefs  ;  for,  at  twelve  on  the  1  8th, 
our  latitude  was  70  deg.  44  min.  north,  and  we  were 
almoft  five  leagues  farther  to  the  eafl.  We  were, 
at  prefent,  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  which  was 
as  compact  as  a  wall,  and  appeared  to  be  at  lead  ten 
qr  twelve  ftctln  heis^ht:  but,  farther  northward". 
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it  feemed  to  be  much  higher.  Its  furface  was  ex- 
ceedingly rugged,  and,  in  feveral  places,  we  favv 
pools  of  water  upon  it.  "We  now  Hood  to  the 
fouth,  and,  after  running  fix  leagues,  flioaled  the 
water  to  feven  fathoms  ;  but  it  foon  increafed  to 
the  depth  of  nine  fathoms.  At  this  time,  thewea- 
ther,  which  had  been  hazy,  becoming  clearer,  we 
law  land  extending  from  S.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  at  the 
diftance  of  three  or  four  m^iles.  The  eaflern  ex- 
tremity forms  a  point,  which  w^s  greatly  encum- 
bered with  ice,  on  which  account  it  was  diflinguiihed 
by  the  name  of  Icy  Cape.  Its  latitude  is  70  deg, 
29  min.  north,  and  its  longitude  198  deg.  20  min. 
caft.  The  other  extreme  of  the  land  was  loft  in  the 
horizon;  and  we  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  a  con-, 
tinuation  of  the  continent  of  America.  The  Dif- 
covery  being  about  a  mile  aftern,  and  to  leeward, 
met  with  lefs  depth  of  water  than  we  did ;  and 
tacking  on  that  account,  the  commodore  was 
obliged  to  tack  alfo,  to  prevent  feparation.  Our 
prefent  fituation  was  very  critical.  We  were  upon 
a  lee-lhore  in  flioal  water ;  and  the  main  body  of 
the  ice  to  windward,  was  driving  down  upon  us. 
It  was  evident,  that  if  we  continued  much  longer 
between  it  and  the  land,  it  would  force  us  afhore, 
unlefs  it  fhould  chance  to  take  the  ground  before 
us.  It  appeared  almoft  to  join  the  land  to  lee- 
ward, and  the  only  direction  that  was  free  from 
it  was  to  ,the  fouth  weftward.  After  making  a 
Ihort  board  to  the  north,  Captain  Cook  made  a 
iignal  for  the  Difcovery  to  tack,  and  his  fhip 
tacked  at  the  fame  time.  The  wind  proved  in 
feme  rrieafure  favourable,  fo  that  we  lay  up  S.  W, 
andS.  W.  byW. 

Wednefday  the  19th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  the 
wind  veering  to  weil,  we  tacked  to  the  northward  ; 
and,  at  twelve,  the  latitude  was  70  deg.  6  mii?.-.j 
north,  and  the  longitude  196  deg.  42  min.  eaih 
In  this  iituation, we  had  a  conliderabie  quantity  of 
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drift  ice  about  our  fhips,  and  the  main  ice  was 
about  two  leagues  to  the  north.  Between  one  and 
two,  we  got  in  with  the  edge  of  it.  It  was  lefs 
compad  than  that  which  we  had  obferved  to- 
wards the  north  ;  but  it  was  too  clofe,  and  in  too 
large  pieces  to  attempt  forcing  the  fliips  through  it. 
We  faw  an  amazing  number  of  fea-horfcs  on  the 
ice,  and  as  we  were  in  want  of  frefh  provifions,  the 
boats  from  each  fliip  were  difpatched  to  procure 
(bme  of  them.  By  feven  in  the  evening,  wc  had 
received,  on  board  the  Refolution,  nine  of  thefe 
animals  ;  which,  till  this  time,  we  had  fuppofed  to 
be  fea-cows ;  fo  that  we  were  greatly  difappointed, 
particularly  fome  of  the  failors,  who,  on  account 
of  the  novelty  of  the  thing,  had  been  feafting  their, 
eyes  for  fome  days  pafl.  Nor  would  they  now 
have  been  difappointed,  nor  have  known  the  differ- 
ence, if  there  had  not  been  two  or  three  men  on 
board,  who  had  been  in  Greenland,  and  declared 
what  animals  thefe  were,  and  that  no  perfon  ever 
eat  of  them.  Notwithftanding  this,  we  made  them 
ferve  us  for  provifions,  and  there  were  few  of  our 
people  who  did  not  prefer  them  to  our  fait  meat. 
The  fat  of  thefe  animals  is,  at  firft,  as  fweet  as  mar- 
row; but,  in  a  few  days,  it  becomes  rancid,  unlefs 
it  is  faked,  in  which  ftate  it  will  keep  much  longer. 
The  lean  flefli  is  coarfe  and  blackifli,  and  has  a 
ftrong  tafte ;  but  the  heart  is  almofl:  as  well  tafted 
as  that  of  a  bullock.  The  fat,  when  melfed,  affords 
a  good  quantity  of  oil,  which  burns  very  well  in 
lamps ;  and  their  hides,  which  are  of  great  thick- 
nefs,  were  extremely  ufeful  about  our  rigging. 
The  teeth,  or  tiilks,  of  mofl  of  them  were,  at  this 
time,  of  a  very  fmall  fize;  even  fome  of  thelargeft 
and  oldeft  of  thefe  animals,  had  them  not  exceed- 
ing half  a  foot  in  length.  Hence  we  concluded, 
that  they  had  lately  fhed  their  old  teeth.  They 
Ke  upon  the  ice  in  herds  of  many  hundreds,  hud- 
dling like  fwine,  one  ov^r  the  other  j  and  they  roar 
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very  loud  ;  fo  that  in  the  night,  or  when  the  wea- 
ther was  foggy,  they  gave  us  notice  of  the  vicmity 
of  the  ice,  before  we  could  difcern  it.  We  never 
found  the  whole  herd  lleeping,  fome  of  them  being 
conftantly- upon  the  watch.  Thefe,  on  the  ap-. 
proach  of  the  boat,  would  awake  thofe  that  were^ 
next  to  them  ;  and  the  alarm  being  thus  gradually 
communicated,  the  whole  herd  would  prefently  be 
awake.  However,  they  were  feldom  in  a  hurry  to^ 
get  away,  before  they  had  been  once  fired  at.  Then' 
they  would  fall  into  the  fea,  one  over  the  other, 
in  the  utmoft  confulion ;  and,  if  we  did  not  hap- 
pen, at  the  firft  difcharge,  to  kill  thofe  we  fired  at,' 
we  generally  loft  them,  though  mortally  wounded.' 
They  did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  fo  dangerous  as! 
fome  authors  have  reprefented  them,  not  even  whea 
they  were  attacked.  They  are,  indeed,  more  fo,; 
in  appearance,  than  in  reality.  Vaft  multitudes  of 
them  would  follow,  and  come  clofe  up  to  the  boats  ; 
but  the  flafli  of  a  mufket  in  the  pan,  or  even  the 
mere  pointing  of  one  at  them,  would  fend  thern 
down  in  a  moment.  The  female  will  defend  her 
young  one  to  the  very  laft,  and  at  the  expence  oi 
her  own  life,  whetlier  upon  the  ice  or  in  the  water « 
Nor  will  the  young  one  quit  the  dam,  though  fhe 
fliould  have  been  killed ;  fo  that,  if  you  deftroy 
one,  you  are  fure  of  the  other.  The  dam,  when 
in  the  water,  holds  her  young  oiie  between  her  fore 
fins.  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds, 
has  given  a  very  good  defcription  of  this  animal 
lender  the  name  of  the  Ar<51:ic  Walrys.  Why  it 
fliould  be  called  a  fea-horfe,  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine, unlefs  the  word  be  a  c©rruption  of  the  Ruf- 
fian name  Morfe:  for  they  do  not  in  the  leaft  re- 
iemble  a  horfe.  It  is,  doubtlefs,  the  fame  animal 
that  is  found  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
there  called  a  fea-cow.  It  is  certainly  more  like  a 
cow  than  a  horfe  i  but  this  refemblance  confifts  in 
nothing  but  the  fnout.  In  fhort,  it  is  an  aiumal 
No.  67.  II  C  not 
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Tiot'umike  a  f^aT,'biit  incomparably  larger.  Thte 
length  of  one  of  them,  which  was  none  of  the 
largeft,  was  nine  feet  four  inches  from  the  fnout 
to.. the  tail;  the  circumference  of  its  body  at  the 
ftioulder,  was  feven  feet  ten  inches;  its  circum- 
ference near  the  hinder  fins  was  five  feet  fix  inches, 
and  the  weight  of  the  carcafe,  without  the  head, 
1km,  or  entrails,  was  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pounds.  The  head  ueighed  forty-one  pounds  and 
a  half,  and  the  Ikin  two  hundred  and  five  pounds, 
ft  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that,  for  (bme 
days  before  this  time,  we  had  often  feen  flocks  of 
ducks  flying  to  the  fouth.  They  were  of  two  fpe- 
(ies,  the  one  much  larger  than  the  other.  The 
larger  fort  wa!s  of  a  brown  colour  j  and  of  the 
fmall  fort,  either  the  duCk  or  drake  was  black  and 
white,  and  the  other  brown.  Some  of  our  people 
laid  that  they  alfo  faw  geefe.  This  feems  to  indi- 
cate, that  there  mull  be  land  to  the  northward, 
where  thefe  birds,  in  the  proper  feafon,  find  fhelter 
for  breeding,  afid  whence  they  wCf  e  now  on  theiic 
Ei^tura  to  a  warmer  climate. 

'^jifter-we  ha:d  got  our  fea-horfes  on  board,  we 
were  in  a  manner  furrounded  with  the  ice ;  and 
had  no  means  of  cleatring  it,  but  by  fteering  to  the 
j[buth\vard,  which  we  did  till  three  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  with  a  light  wefi:erly  breeze,  and,  in  ge- 
neral, tliick,  foggy  weather.  Our  foundings  ivfefe 
{rpna  12  to.  i-jfathoius.  We  then  tacked  and  flood 
to  the  northward  till  ten  o'clock,  when  the  wind 
fiiifting  to  the  N.  we  ftood  to  the  W.  S.W.  and 
W.  At  two  in  thie  afternoon,  we  fell  in  with*thb 
ice,  and  kept  along  the  edge  of  it,  being  partly 
4ire^ed  by  the  roaring  of  the  fea-horfcs,  for  we  had 
an.exgeeding  thick  fog.  Thus  we  continued  failing 
till  near  midnight,  when  we  got  in  among  the  loofe 
pieces  of  ice.  The  wind  being  eafterly,  and  the 
fog  very  thick,  we  now  hauled  to  the  fouthward  ; 
^nd,.at  ten  the  next  morning,  the  weather  clearing 
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up,   we  faw  the  American  continent,   extending 
from  S.  by  E.  to  E.  by  S.  and,  at  noon,  from  S.  W. 
half  S.  to  E.  the  diftance   of  the  nearell  part  be- 
ing five  leagues.     We  were  at  prefent  in  the  lati- 
tude 01:69  deg.  32  min.  N.  and  in  the  longitude  of 
195  deg-  48  min.   E.  and,  as  the  main  ice  was  not 
far  from  us,  it  is  evident,  that  it  now  covered  a 
part  of  the  fea ;  which,  a   few  days  before,  had 
been  free  from  it ;  and  that  it  extended  farther  to- 
wards the  S.  than  where  we  firft  fell  in  witl>  it. 
During  the  afternoon  we  had  but  little  wind  ;  and 
the  mailer  was  fent  in  a  boat  to  obferve  whether 
there  was  any  (current,  but  he  found  none.     We 
continued  to  fteer  for  the  American  land  till  eight 
o'clock,  in  order  to  obtain  a  nearer  view  of  it,  anA 
to  fearch  for  a  harbour ;  but  feeing  nothing  that 
had  the  appearance  of  one,  we  again  ftood  to  the 
N.  with  a  gentle  weflerly  breeze.     At  this  time,  the 
coaft  extended  from  S.  W.  to  E.   the  nearell  part 
being  at  the  diilance  of  four  or  five  leagues.     The 
ibuthern  extreme  feemed  to  form  a  point,  to  which 
the  name  of  Cape  Lifburne  was  given.     It  is  fituate 
in  the  latitude  of  6()  d^g.  5  min.  N.  and  in  the 
longitude  of  194  deg.  42  min.  E.  and  appeared  to 
be  tolerably  high  land,  even  down  to  the  fea ;  but 
there  may  be  low  land  under  it,  which  we  might 
not  then  fee,  being  not  lefs  than  ten  leagues  diltant 
frqm  it.     In   almoft  every  other  part,  as  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  north,  we  had  found  a  low  coaft, 
from  which  the  land  rifes  to  a  moderate  height*. 
The  coail  now  before  us  was  free  from  fnow,  ex- 
cept in  one  or  two  places,  and  had  a  greenifli  hue. 
,But  we  could  Rot  difcern  any  wood  upon  it. 

Saturday  the  ?2d,  the  wind  was  foutherly,  and 
the  weather  for  the  nfloft  part  foggy,  with  fome  in- 
tervals of  funfliine,  i\t  eight  in  the  evening,  we 
Jiad  a  calm,  which  continued  till  midnight,  when 
we  heard  the  furge  of  the  fea  dafliing  againft  the 
ice^  and  had  many  loofe  pieces  about  us,     A  light 
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breeze  now  arofe  at  N.  E.  and  the  fog  being  very- 
thick,  we  fleered  to  the  S.  to  get  clear  of  the  ice. 
At  (eight  the  next  morning,  the  fog  difperfed,  and 
we  hauled  towards  the  W.  for  the  commodore  find- 
ing we  could  not  get  to  the  N.  near  the  coaft,  by 
reafon  of  the  ice,  refolved  to  try  what  could  be 
done  at  a  diftance  from  it ;  and  as  the  wind  feemed 
'to 'be  fixed  at  N.  he  confidered  it  as  a  favourable  op- 
portunity. In  our  progrefs  to  the  wefl;ward,  the 
water  gradually  deepened  to  28  fathoms.  With  the 
portherly  wind  the  air  was  fharp  and  cold  ;  and  we 
had  fogs,  funfhine,  Ihowers  of  fnow  and  fleet  alter- 
nately. On  the  26th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  we  fell 
^n  with  the  ice.  At  twelve,  it  extended  from  N.W. 
to  E.  by  N.  and  feemed  to  be  thick  and  compact. 
We  were  now,  by  obfervation,  in  the  latitude 
of  6^  deg.  36  min.  N.  and  in  the  longitude  of 
1 84  dcg.  E.  and  it  appeared  that  we  had  no  better 
profped  of  getting  to  the  N.  here,  than  nearer  the 
Ihore.  We  continued  fleering  to  the  W.  till  five 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  were,  in  fome  degree, 
embayed  by  the  ice,  which  was  very  clofe  in  the 
N.  W.  and  N.  E.  quarters,  with  a  great  quantity 
of  loofe  ice  about  the  edge  of  the  main  body.  At 
this  time,  we  had  bafiling  light  airs,  but  the  wind 
foon  fettled  at  S.  and  increaled  to  a  frefli  gale,  ac- 
companied with  fhowers  of  rain.  We  got  the  tack 
aboard,  and  ftretched  to  the  E.  as  this  was  the  only 
dire<5tion  in  which  the  fea  was  free  from  ice. 

Thurfday  the  27th,  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  we 
tacked  and  flood  to  the  weftward,  and  at  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  were  clofe  in  with  the 
edge  of  the  ice,  which  lay  E.  N.  E.  and  W.  S.W. 
as  far  in  each  of  thofe  directions  as  the  eye  could 
reach.  There  being  but  little  wind,  Captain  Cook 
went  with  the  boats,  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
ice.  He  found  it  confifting  of  loofe  pieces,  of  va- 
rious extent,  and  fo  clofe  together,  that  he  could 
fcarcely  enter'  "the  outer  ridge  with  a  boat ;  and  it 
was  as  impradicable  for  the  fliips  to  enter  it,  as  if 
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it  had  been  fo  many  rocks.  He  particularly  re* 
marked,  that  it  was  all  pnr€  tranlparent  ice,  except 
the  upper  furface,  which  was  rather  porous.  It 
feemed  to  be  wholly  compofed  of  frozen  fnow, 
and  to  have  been  all  formed  at  fea.  For,  not  to 
"infifl  on  the  improbability  of  fuch  prodigious  mafles 
floating  out  of  rivers,  none  of  the  produdions  of 
the  land  were  found  incorporated,  or  mixed  with 
it ;  which  would  certainly  have  been  the  cafe,  if  it 
had  been  formed  in  rivers,  either  great  or  fmall. 
The  pieces  of  ice  that  formed  the  outer  edge  of  the 
main  body,  were  from  forty  to  fifty  yards  in  ex- 
tent, to  four  or  five  ;  and  the  captain  judged,  that 
the  larger  pieces  reached  thirty  feet  or  more,  undef 
the  furface  of  the  water.  He  alfo  thought  it  highly 
improbable,  that  this  ice  could  have  been  the  pro- 
dudion  of  the  preceding  winter  alone.  He  was 
rather  inclined  to  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  the  pro- 
duftion  of  mai^y  winters.  It  was  equally  impro- 
bable, in  his  opinion,  that  the  little  that  now  re- 
mained of  the  fummer,  could  deftroy  even  the 
tenth  part  of  what  now  fubfifted  of  this  great  mafs ; 
for  the  fun  had  already  exerted  upon  it  the  full  force 
and  influence  of  his  rays.  The  fun,  indeed,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  contributes  very  little 
towards  reducing  thefe  enormous  mafles.  For 
though  that  luminary  is  above  the  horizon  a  con- 
iiderable  while,  it  feldom  fliines  out  for  more  than 
2,  few  hours  at  a  time,  and  frequently  is  not  feen 
for  feveral  fucceffive  days.  It  is  the  wind,  or  rather 
the  waves  raifed  by  the  wind,  that  brings  down  the 
bulk  of  thefe  prodigious  mafles,  by  grinding  one 
piece  againfl:  another,  and  by  undermining  and 
wafliing  away  thofe  parts  which  are  expofed  to  the 
furge  of  the  fea.  This  was  manifeft,  from  the  cap- 
tain's obferving,  that  the  upper  furface  of  many 
pieces  had  been  partly  waflied  away,  while  the  bafe, 
or  under  part,  continued  firm  for  feveral  fathoms 
round  that  which  appeared  above  the  water,  like  a 
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fhoal  round  a  high  rock.  He  nieafured  the  deptl^ 
of  water  upon  one,  and  found  that  it  was  1 5  feet* 
(o  that  the  fliips  might  have  failed  over  it.  If  he 
had  not  meafured  this  depth,  he  would  have  been 
unwilling  to  believe,  that  there  was  a  fufiicient 
weight  of  ice  .above  the  furface,  to  have  funk  the 
other  fo  much  below  it.  It  may  thus  happen,  that 
inore  ice  is  deftroyed  in  one  tempeftuous  feafon> 
than  is  formed  in  feveral  winters,  and  an  endlefs  ac- 
cumulation of  it  is  prevented.  But  thjij;  there  is 
conftantly  a  remaining  (lore,  will  be  acknowledged 
by  every  one  who  has  been  upon  the  fpot.  A  thick 
fog,  which  came  on  while  the  commodore  was  thus 
employed  with  the  boats,  haiiened  him  aboard  fooner 
than  he  could  have  willied,  with  one  fea-horfe  to 
^ach  ihip.  Our  party  had  killed  many, but  could  not 
wait  to  brina:  them  off.  The  number  of  thefe  ani- 
pials,  on  all  the  ice  that  we  had  feen,  is  really 
jiftonifhing.  We  fpent  the  night  ftanding  off  and 
on,  among  the  drift  ice,  and  at  nine  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  the  fog  having  in  fome  degree  dif- 
perfed,  boats  from  each  of  the  fhips  were  difpatched 
ior  fea-  horfes  ;  for  our  people  by  this  time  began  to 
relifh  them,  and  thofe  we  had  before  furnilhed  our- 
felves  with,  were  all  confumed.  At  noon,  our  la- 
titude was  69  deg.  17  min.  N.  our  longitude  i8g 
deg,  E.  and  our  depth  of  water  was  25  fathoms. 
At  two  in  the  afternoon,  having  got  on  board  aS 
many  fea-horfes  as  were  deemed  fufficient,  and  the 
wind  frefhening  at  S.  S.  E.  we  hoifted  in  the  boats, 
and  fteered  to  the  S.  W.  But  being  unable  to 
weather  the  ice  upon  this  tack,  or  to  go  through  it, 
we  made  a  board  to  the  eaftward,  till  about  eight 
o'clock,  then  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  S.  W.  and 
were  obliged  before  midnight  to  tack  again,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ice.  Not  long  after,  the  wind  veer- 
ing to  the  N.  W.  and  blowing  a  llifF  gale,  we 
ilretched  to  the  S.  W.  clofe  hauled. 
Friday  the  29th,  ^^  the  morning,  we  faw  the  main 
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ice  towards  the  N.  and  foon  after,  perceived  land 
bearing  S.  W.  by  W.     In   a  fliort  time  after  this, 
more  land  was   feen,  bearing  W.     It  ihewed  itfelt 
in  two  hills,  refembling  iilands,  but  (ban  the  whole 
appeared  conneded.  As  we  made  a  nearer  approach 
to  the  land,  the  depth  of  water  decreafed  very  faft, 
fo  that,  at  twelve  o'clock,  when  we  tacked,  we 
found  only  eight  fathoms  ;  being  three  miles  from 
the  coaft,  which  extended  from  S.  30  deg.  E.  to  N. 
60  deg.  W.  the  latter  extremity  termmating  m  a 
bluff  point,  being  one  of  the  hills  mentioned  be- 
fore.    The  weather  was  now  very  hazy,  with  driz- 
zling rain  ;  but,  foon    afterwards,  it   cleared   up, 
particularly  to  the  fouthward,  weft  ward,  and  north- 
ward.    This  enabled  us  to  have  a  tolerable  view  of 
the  coaft ;  which  refembles,  in  every  refpecT:,  the 
Oppofite  coaft  of  America ;  that  is,  low  land  next 
the  fea,  with  higher  land  farther  back.     It  was  to^ 
tally  deftitute  of  wood,   and  even  of  fnow  ;  but 
was,  probably,  covered  with  a  mofly  fubftance,  that 
gave  it  a  brownilh  hue.     In  the  low  ground  that 
lay  between  the  fea  and  the  high  land,  was  a  lake^ 
extending  to  the  fouth.  eaftward  farther  than  we 
could  fee.     As  we  ftood  off,  the  moft  wefterly  of 
the  two  hills  above-mentioned,  came  open  off  the 
bluff -point,  in  a  N.  W,  direftion.     It  had  theap^ 
pearanceof  an  ifland,  but  it  might  perhaps  be  con-- 
nected  with  the  other  by  low  land,  tlrough  we  did, 
not  fee  it.     And  if  thatbethe  cafe,  there  is  a  two*f 
fold  point,  with  a  bay  between  them.     This  point, 
which  is  rocky  and  fteep,  received  the  name  of  Cape 
North.     It  is  fituated  nearly  in  the  latitude  of  68 
deg.  56  min.   N,  and  in  the  longitude  of  1 80  deg. 
51  min.  E.     The  coaft  beyond  it  doubtlefs  affumes 
a  very  wefterly  direaion  ;  for  we  could  difcern  no 
land  to  the  northward  of  it,  though  the  horizon 
was  there  pretty  clear.     Wiftiing  to  iee  more  of  ths 
coaft  to  the  weftward,  we  tacked  again,  at  two  in 
Che  afternoon,  thinking  we  fliould  be  ?bie  to  wea- 
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ther  Cape  North ;  but  finding  we  could  not,  the 
wind  frefhening,  a  thick  fog  arifing,  with  much 
fnow,  and  being  apprehenfive  of  the  ice  coming 
down  upon  us,  the  commodore  relinquiflied  the 
defign  he  had  formed  of  plying  to  the  weftward, 
and  again  flood  off  Ihore.  The  feafon  was  now  fo 
far  advanced,  and  the  time  when  the  frofl  generally 
fets  in  was  fo  near,  that  Captain  Cook  did  not  think 
it  confiflent  with  prudence,  to  make  any  farther 
attempts  to  difcover  a  paflage  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  this  year,  in  any  dire<^ion,  fo  fmall  was  the 
probability  of  fuccefs.  His  attention  was  now  di- 
recled  to  the  fearch  of  fome  place,  where  we  might 
recruit  our  wood  and  water  -,  and  the  object  that 
principally  occupied  his  thoughts  was,  how  he 
fhould  pafs  the  winter,  fo  as  to  make  fome  improve- 
ments in  navigation  and  geography,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  be  in  a  condition  to  return  to  the  north- 
ward the  enfuing  fummer,  to  profecute  his  fearch 
of  a  pafTage  into  the  Atlantic.  Having  flood  off 
till  our  foundings  were  eighteen  fathoms,  we  made 
fail  to  the  eaflward,  along  the  coafl,  which,  we 
were  now  pretty  well  convinced,  could  only  be  the 
continent  of  Afia.  The  wind  blowing  frefh,  and 
there  being,  at  the  fame  time,  a  thick  mifl,  and  a 
very  heavy  fall  of  fnow,  it  was  requifite  that  we 
ihould  proceed  with  particular  caution :  we  there- 
fore brought  to,  for  a  few  hours,  in  the  nisht. 
j^arly  the  next  morning,  the  gpth,  we  fleered  luch 
^  eourfe  as  we  judged  moft  likely  to  bring  us  in 
with  the  land,  being  guided,  in  a  great  meafure, 
by  the  land ;  for  the  weather  was  extremely  thick 
and  gloomy,  with  inceffant  fhowers  of  fnow.  At 
ten  o'clock  we  obtained  a  fight  of  the  coafl,  which 
was  at  the  diflance  of  four  miles,  bearing  S.  W. 
Soon  afterwards,  our  depth  of  water  having  de- 
creafei.i  to  feven  fathoms,  we  hauled  off.  A  very- 
low  point  now  bore  S.  S.  W.  diftant  two  or  three 
miles ;  to  the  eaflward  of  which  there  feemed  to  be 
a  narrow  channel,  that  led  into  fome  water  whkh 

we 


To   THE    Pacific  Ocean,  &c.     iM^ 

we  faw  over  the  point.     It  is  not  improbable,  that 
the  lake  above-mentioned  communicates  here  with 
the  fea.     At  noon,  the  mift  difperfmg,  we  had  a 
view  of  the  coaft,  which  extended  from  S.  E.  to 
N.  W.  by  W.     Some  parts  of  it  were  apparently 
hiker  than  others ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  it  was 
rather  low,  with  high  land  farther  up  the  country. 
It  was  almoft  entirely  covered  with  fnow,  which  had 
fallen  very  lately.     We  ranged  along  the  coaft,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues,  till  ten  o  clock 
in  the  evening,  when  we  hauled  off;  but  refumed 
our  courfe  early  on  the  following  morning,  when 
we  had  another  view  of  the  coaft,  extending  from 
W.  to  S.  E.  by  S.     At  eight  o'clock  the  eaftern  part 
bore  S.  and  was  found  to  be  an  ifland,  which  at 
twelve  was  four  or  five  miles  diftant,  bearing  S.  W. 
half  S.     It  is  of  a  moderate  height,  between  four 
and  five  miles  in  circumference,  with  a  fteep  rocky 
coaft.     It  is  fituate  in  the  lat.  of  67  deg.  45  mm. 
N.  about  three  leagues  from  the  continent;  and  is 
diftinguiflied   in  the  chart  by  the  appellation  of 
Burney*s  Ifland.     The  inland  country  about  this 
part  abounds  with  hills,  fome  of  which  are  of  con- 
fiderable  elevation.     The  land  in  general  was  co- 
vered with  fnow,  except  a  few  fpots  ort  the  coaft, 
which  ftill  continued  to  be  low,  but  fomewhat  lefs 
fo  than  farther  towards  the  W.     During  the  two 
preceding  days,  the  mean  height  of  the  mercury  in 
the  thermometer  had  been  frequently  below  the 
freezing  point,  and  in  general,  very  little  above  it  5 
infomuchthat  the  water  in  theveffels  upon  deck,  was 
often  covered  with  a  ftieet  of  ice.     We  continued 
to  fteer  S.  S.  E.  almoft  in  the  direaion  of  the  coaft, 
till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  faw  land 
bearings.  50  deg.  E.  which  proved  to  be  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  coaft.     We  hauled  up  for  it  without 
delay  -,  and  at  ten  in  the  evening,  being  a-breaft  of 
the  eaftern  land,  and  doubtful  of  weathering  it,  we 
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tacked,  and  made  a  board  towards  the  W.  till  after 
one  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

Tuefday,  the  ift  of  September,  we  again  made  fail 
to  the  E.  The  wind  was  now  very  unfettled,  con- 
tinually varying  from  N.  to  N.  E.  Between  eight 
and  nine,  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  land  was  at 
the  diftance  of  fix  or  (even  miles,  bearing  S.  by  E. 
A  head-land  appeared  at  the  fame  time,  bearing  E. 
by  S.  half  S.  and  not  long  after,  we  cooild  difcern 
the  whole  coaft  that  lay  between  them,  and  a  little 
ifland  at  feme  diftance  from  it.  The  coaft  now  in 
Tight  feemed  to  form  feveral  rocky  points,  that  were 
connected  by  a  low  fhore,  without  any  appearance 
of  a.n  harbour.  At  a  diftance  from  the  lea,  many 
hills  prefented  themfelves  to  our  view,  the  higheft 
of  which  were  involved  in  fnow  ;  in  other  refpecfs, 
the  whole  country  had  a  naked  afpecl.  At  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  two  points  of  land  beyond 
the  eaftern  head,  opened  off  it  in  the  direction  of 
S.  37  dtg.  E,  Captain  Cook  was  now  convinced  of 
whit  he  had  before  imagined,  that  this  was  the 
i::ountry  of  the  Tfchutfki,;or  the  north-eaftern  coaft 
of  Afia  ;  and  that  Beering  had  proceeded  thus  far 
ill  the  year  1728  ;  thatis,  to  this  head,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Muller,  is  denominated  Serdze  Kamen, 
on  account  of  a  rock  upon  it,  that  is  of  the  figure 
of  a  hearc.  There  are  indeed  many  high  rocks  on 
this  cape,  fome  one  or  other  of  which  may  perhaps 
,be  ftiaped  like  a  heart.  It  is  a  promontory  of  tolera- 
ble height,  with  a  fteep  rocky  cliff"  fronting  the  fea. 
Its  lat.  is  67  deg.  5  min.  N.  and  its  long.  188  deg*- 
;li  min.  E.  To  the  JE.  of  it  the  coaft  is  elevated 
and  cold ;  but  to  the  W.  it  is  low,  and  extends  N. 
W.  by  W.-  and  N.  N.  W.  and  it  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  ilireclion  all  the  way  to  Cape  North.  The 
depth  of  water  is  every  where  the  fame  at  an  equal 
/liftance  from  the  ftiore  j  and  this  is  likewife  the  cafe 
on  the  oppoiite  coaft  of  America.  The  greateft 
depth  we  met  with,  aa  we  .ranged  along  it,,  was  23 
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fathoms.  During  the  night,  or  in  thick  foggy 
weather,  the  foundings  are  no  bad  guide  to  thole 
who  fail  along  either  of  thefe  coafts.  On  the  2d, 
at  eight  in  the  morning,  the  moft  advanced  land 
to  the  fouth-eaftward,  bore  S.  25  deg.  E.  and,  from 
this  particular  point  of  view,  had  an  infular  ap- 
pearance. But  the  thick  fhowers  of  fnovv  that  feH 
in  quick  fucceflion,  and  fettled  on  the  land,  con- 
cealed from  our  fight  at  this  time  a  great  part  of 
the  coaft.  In  a  fhort  time  after,  the  fun,  which  we 
had  not  feen  for  near  five  days,  broke  out  during 
the  intervals  between  the  fhowers,  by  which  means 
the  coafl  was  in  fome  degree  freed  from  the  fog,  fo 
that  we  obtained  a  fight  of  it,  and  found  that  the 
whole  was  connected.  The  wind  was  flill  norther- 
ly, the  air  was  cold,  and  the  mercury  in  the  ther- 
mometer did  not  rife  above  35  deg.  and  was  fome- 
times  not  higher  than  30  deg.  At  12  o'clock  our 
lat.  was  66  deg.  37  min.  N.  Cape  Serdze  Kamen 
was  12  or  13  leagues  diflant,  bearing  N.  52  deg. 
W.  the  moft  foutherly  point  of  land  that  we  had  in 
our  light,  bore  S.  41  deg.  E.  our  foundings  were 
22  fathoms;  and  the  diftance  of  the  neareft  part 
of  the  fhore  was  about  two  leagues.  The  weather 
was  now  fair  and  bright  ;  and  as  we  were  ranging 
along  the  coaft,  we  faw  feveral  of  the  natives,  and 
fome  of  their  dweUing-places,  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  hillocks  of  earth.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
evening  we  pafTed  the  Eaftern  Cape,  or  the  point 
before  mentioned  ;  from  which  the  coaft  trends  to 
the  fouth-weftward.  This  is  the  fame  point  of  land 
that  we  had  pafled  on  the  i  ith  of  the  preceding 
month.  Thofe  who  gave  credit  to  Mr.  Strehlin's 
Map,  then  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  eaftern  point  of  his 
ifland  Alafchka ;  but  we  were  by  this  time  cont 
vinced,  that  it  is  no  other  than  the  eaftern  pro- 
montory of  Alia ;  and  perhaps  it  is  the  upper 
Tfchukotfkoi  Nofs,  though  the  promontory  which 
iqceived  that  name  from  Beering,  is  fituated  fur- 
1 1  D  2  ther 


i868   Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

ther  towards  the  S.  W.  Muller,  in  his  map  of  the 
.  difcoveries  of  the  Rufiians,  places  the  Tfchukotlkoi 
Nofs  nearly  in  the  lat.  of  75  deg.  N.  and  extends 
it  fomewhat  to  the  eaftward  of  this  cape.  But  Cap- 
tain Cook  was  of  opinion,  that  he  had  no  good 
authority  for  fo  doing.  Indeed  his  own,  or  rather 
DefhnefF*s,  account  of  the  diflance  between  the 
river  Anadir  and  the  Nofs,  cannot  well  be  reconciled 
with  fo  northerly  a  pofition.  For  he  fays,  that 
with  the  moft  favourable  wind,  a  perfon  may  go  by 
fea  from  the  Nofs  to  the  river  Anadir  in  three  whole 
days,  and  that  the  journey  by  land  is  very  little 
longer.  But  Captain  Cook,  having  hopes  of  vilit- 
ing  thefe  parts  again,  deferred  thedifcuffion  of  this 
point  to  another  opportunity.  In  the  mean  time, 
however,  he  concluded,  as  Beering  had  done  be- 
fore him,  that  this  was  the  eaftermoft  point  of  all 
Afia.  It  is  a  peninfula  of  confiderable  elevation, 
joined  to  the  continent  by  a  very  low,  and  appa- 
rently narrow  ifthmus.  It  has  next  the  fea,  a  fteep 
rocky  cliff,  and  off  the  very  point  are  feveral  rocks 
refembling  fpires.  It  ftands  in  the  long,  of  190 
deg,  2  2min.  E.  and  in  the  lat.  of  66  deg.  6  min, 
N.  and  is  i  g  leagues  diftant,  in  the  direction  of  N, 
53  deg,  W.  fi  om  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the 
coaft  of  America.  The  land  about  this  promon- 
tory confifts  of  valleys  and  hills.  The  former  ter- 
minate at  the  fea  in  low  fiiores,  and  the  latter  in 
fteep  rocky  points.  The  hills  appeared  like  naked 
rocks  ;  but  the  valleys,  though  deftitute  of  tree  or 
Ihrub,  were  of  a  greenifii  hue. 

Having  paffed  the  cape,  we  fleered  S.  W.  half 
W.  towards  the  northern  point  of  St.  Lawrence's 
Bay,  in  which  ourfhips  had  anchored  on  the  lothof 
Auguft.  We  reached  it  by  eight  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and  faw  fome  of  the  natives  at  the 
place  where  we  had  before  (eca  them,  as  well  as 
others  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay.  Not  one  of 
them,  however,  came  off  to  us,  which  was  rather 
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remarkable,  as  the  weather  was  fuiEciently  favour- 
able, and  as  thofe  whom  we  had  lately  viiited  had 
no  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  with  us.  Thefe  people 
are  certainly  the  Tfchutfki,  whom  the  KufliaRs  had 
not  hitherto  fubdued ;  though  it  is  manifeft  that 
they  muft  carry  on  a  traffic  with  the  latter,  either 
diredtly,  or  by  the  interpolition  of  fome  neighbour- 
ing nation ;  as  their  being  in  pofleflion  of  the  fpon- 
toons  we  faw  among  them,  cannot  otherwife  be 
accounted  for.  The  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence  is,  at 
the  entrance,  at  leaft  five  leagues  in  breadth,  and 
about  four  leagues  deep,  growing  narrow  towards 
the  bottom,  where  it  feemed  to  be  pretty  well  fhel- 
tered  from  the  fea  winds,  provided  there  is  a  com- 
petent depth  of  water  for  fliips.  The  commodore 
did  not  wait  to  examine  it,  though  he  was  ex- 
tremely defirous  of  finding  a  convenient  harbour 
in  thofe  parts,  to  which  he  might  refort  in  the  fuc- 
c^eding  fpring.  But  he  wilhed  to  meet  with  one 
where  wood  might  be  obtained,  and  he  knew  that 
none  could  be  found  here.  From  the  fouthcrn 
point  of  this  bay,  which  is  fituated  in  the  lat.  of 
65  deg.  30  min.  N.  thecoaft  trends  W.  by  S.  for  the 
fpace  of  about  nine  leagues,  and  there  feems  to 
form  a  deep  bay  or  river ;  or  elfe  the  land  in  that 
part  is  fo  low  that  we  could  not  difcern  it.  In  the 
afternoon,  about  one  o'clock,  we  faw  what  was  firft 
fuppofed  to  be  a  rock,  but  it  was  found  to  be  a  dead 
whale,  which  fome  Afiatics  had  killed,  and  were 
then  towing  alhore.  They  feemed  to  endeavour 
to  conceal  themfelves  behind  the  fifh,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  feen  by  us.  This,  however,  was  un- 
necefl'ary,  for  we  proceeded  on  our  courfe  without 
taking  notice  of  them.  On  the  4th,  at  break  of 
day,  we  hauled  to  the  north-weftward,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  gaining  a  nearer  view  of  the  inlet  feen  the 
day  before;  but  the  wind,  not  long  after,  veerino- 
to  that  diredion,  the  defign  was  abandoned  ;  and 
fteering  towards  the  S.  along  the  coafl,  we  pafTed 
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two  bays,  each  about  fix  rrtiles  deep.  The  mofV 
northerly  one  is  fituate  before  a  hill,  which  is 
rounder  than  any  other  we  had  obferved  upou 
the  coaft.  There  is  an  ifland  lying  before  the 
other  bay.  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  there 
is  a  fufiicient  depth  of  water  for  (hips  in  either 
of  thefe  bays,  as  when  we  edged  in  for  the  fhore, 
we  conflantly  met  with  fhoal  water.  This  part  of 
the  country  is  extremely  naked  and  hilly.  In  feve^ 
ral  places  on  the  lower  grounds,  next  the  fea,  were 
the  habitations  of  the  natives,  near  all  of  which 
were  erected  ftages  of  bones,  like  thofe  before- 
mentioned.  This  day,  at  noon,  our  lat.  was  64 
deg.  38  min.  N.  and  our  long.  188  deg.  15  min.  E. 
the  nearcft  part  of  the  fhore  was  at  the  diftance  of 
three  or  four  leagues ;  and  the  moft  fouthern  point 
of  the  continent  in  fight,  bore  S.  ^jS  deg.  W.  By 
this  time  the  wind  had  veered  to  the  N.  and  blew  a 
light  breeze;  the  weather  wag  clear,  and  the  air 
fharp.  The  commodore  did  not  think  proper  to 
iollow  the  diredion  of  the  coaft,  as  he  perceived 
,  that  it  inclined  weftward  towards  the  Gulph  of 
-Anadir,  into  \vhich  he  had  no  motive  forgoing.  He 
therefore  fleered  a  fouthcrly  courfe,  that  he  might 
have  a  fight  of  the  ille  of  St.  Lawrence,  which  had 
been  diicovercd  by  Beering.  'Ihis  ifland  was  quick- 
ly fcen  by  us,  and  at  eight  in  the  evening  it  bore 
S-  20  deg.  E.  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  didance  of  11 
leagues.  The  moft  foutherly  point  of  the  main 
land  was  at  that  time  1 2  leagues  diftant,  bearing  S. 
83  deg.  W.  Captain  Cook  conjectured,  that  this 
was  the  pOint  which  was  called  by  Beering  the 
eaftern  point  of  Suchotfki,  or  Cape  Tfchukotikoi ; 
an  appellation  which  he  gave  it  with  fome  propri- 
ety, becaufe  the  natives,  who  faid  they  were  of  the 
nation  of  the  Tfchutfki,  came  oft  to  him  from  this 
part  of  the  coaft.  Its  lat.  is  64  deg.  1 3  min.  N.  and 
Its  long.  1 86  deg.  36  min.  E.  The  more  the  cap- 
tiin  was  convinced  of  his  being  at  piefent  upon  the 
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Afiatic  coaft,  the  more  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  reconcile 
his  obfervations  with  Mr.  Stsehlin's  Map  of  the  New 
Northern  Archipelago  ;  and  he  could  find  no  other 
methed  of  accounting  for  fo  important  a  difference, 
than  by  fuppofing  that  he  had  miftaken  feme  pait 
of  what  Mr.  Stsehlin  denominates  the  illand  of 
Alafchka  for  the  continent  of  America,  and  had 
miffed  the  channel  by  which  they  are  feparated- 
But  even  on  that  fuppohtion  there  would  llill  have 
been  a  confiderable  variation.  The  captain  confi- 
dered  it  as  an  affair  of  fome  confequence  to  clear 
up  this  point  during  the  prefent  feafon,  that  he 
might  have  only  one  object  in  view  in  the  follow- 
ing one.  And  as  thefe  northerly  iflands  were  faid 
to  abound  with  wood,  he  had  lome  hopes  if  he 
fliould  find  them,  of  procuring  a  competent  fuppjr 
of  that  article,  of  which  we  began  to  fta-nd  in  great 
need.  With  this  view  he  fleered  over  for  the  coaft 
of  America ;  and  the  next  day,  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  land  was  feen  bearing  S.  three 
quarters  E.  which  we  imagined  was  Anderfon*s 
Illand,  or  fomc  other  land  near  it.  On  Sunday, 
the  6th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  had  a  fight  of 
the  American  coaft,  near  Sledge  Ifland,  and  at  fix 
in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  chat  ifland  was  at 
the  diftance  of  about  ten  leages,  bearing  N.  6  deg. 
E.  and  the  moft  eafterly  land  in  view  bore  N.  49 
deg.  E.  If  any  part  of  what  Captain  Cook  had 
conjectured  to  be  the  coaft  of  the  American  cont^i 
nent,  could  pofTibly  be  the  ifland  of  Alafchk.i,  it 
was  that  now  in  fight ;  in  which  cafe  he  muft  hav« 
miiTed  the  channel  between  it  and  the  main  land,  by 
(leering  towards  theW.  inftead  of  the  E.  after  ht 
had  firlt  fallen  in  with  it.  He  was,  therefore,  at 
no  lofs  where  to  go,  for  the  purpofe  of  clearing 
up  thefe  doubts.  On  the  7th,  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  we  had  made  a  near  approach  to  the 
land.  Sledge  Ifland  bore  N.  85  deg.  W.  about  eight 
leagues  diftant  j  and  the  eaftern  part  of  the  coait 
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bore  N.  70  cleg.  E.  with  elevated  land  in  the  di- 
reclion  of  N.  E.  At  this  time  we  perceived  alight 
on  {hore,  and  two  canoes  with  people  in  theni, 
came  off  towards  us.  We  brought  to,  in  order  to 
give  them  time  to  approach  ;  but  they  refifted  all 
our  tokens  of  amity,  and  kept  at  the  diilance  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  We  therefore  left  them,  and 
proceeded  along  the  coaft.  The  next  morning,  at 
one  o'clock,  obferving  that  the  water  flioaled  pretty 
faft,  we  anchored  in  ten  fathoms,  and  remained  in 
that  fituation  till  day-light  came  on.  We  then 
weighed,  and  purfued  our  courfe  along  the  coaft, 
which  trended  E.  and  E.  half  S.  At  feven  o'clock 
in  the  evening  we  were  abreaft  of  a  point,  fituated 
in  the  long,  of  197  deg.  E.  and  in  thelat.  of  64  deg. 
21  min.  N.  beyond  which  the  coaft  affumes  a  more 
iiortheyly  direftion.  At  eight  this  point,  which 
received  the  appellation  of  Gape  Darby,  bore  S.  62 
deg.  W.  the  moft  northern  land  we  had  in  view, 
bore  N.  3  2  deg.  E.  and  the  diftance  of  the  neareft 
part  of  the  fliore  was  one  league.  In  this  fituation 
we  let  go  our  anchors  in  thirteen  fathoms,  over  a 
muddy  bottom. 

On  Wednefday  the  9th,  at  break  of  day,  we 
weighed,  and  made  fail  along  the  coaft.  We  now 
faw  land,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  two  iflands  ; 
the  one  bearing  E.  the  other  S.  70  deg.  E.  Not 
long  afterwards,  we  found  ourfelves  near  a  coaft 
covered  with  wood  ;  a  pleafing  fight,  to  which  we 
had  not  been  lately  accuftomed.  As  we  advanced 
northward,  land  was  feen  in  the  diredlion  of  N.  E. 
half  N.  which  proved  a  continuation  of  the  coaft, 
upon  which  we  now  were:  we  likewife  perceived 
high  land  over  the  iflands,  apparently,  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  beyond  them.  This  was  imagined 
to  be  the  continent,  and  the  other  land  the  ifle  of 
Alafchka  ;  but  it  was  already  a  matter  of  doubt, 
w^hether  we  fliould  difcover  a  paffage  between  them, 
for  the  water  gradually  flioaled,  as  we  proceeded 

further 
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further  towards  the  N.  In  confequence  of  this, 
two  boats  were  difpatched  a-head  to  found ;  and 
the  commodore  ordered  the  Difcovery,  as  Ihe  drew 
theleaft  water,  to  lead,  keeping  nearly  in  the  mid- 
dle channel,  between  the  coaft  and  the  moft  nor- 
therly ifland.  In  this  manner  we  continued  our 
courfe,  till  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when, 
having  paffed  the  ifland,  our  foundings  did  not  exr 
ceed  three  fathoms  and  a  half,  and  the  Refolution 
once  brought  the  mud  up  from  the  bottom.  In  no 
part  of  the  channel  could  a  greater  depth  of  water 
be  found,  though  we  had  founded  it  from  one  fide 
to  the  other  ;  we  therefore  deemed  it  high  time  to 
return. 

At  this  time  a  head-land  on  the  weftern  Ihore,  to 
which  the  name  of  Bald-head  was  given,  was  about 
one  league  diftant,  bearing  N.  by  W.     The  coaft 
extended  beyond  it  as  far  as  N.  E.  by  N.  where  it 
appeared  to  terminate  in  a  point ;  behind  which  the 
coaft  of  the  high  land  that  was  feen  over  the  iflands 
ftretched  itfelf.     The  fhore  on  the  weftern  fide  of 
Bald-head,  forms  a  bay,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is 
a  beach,  where  we  perceived  many  huts  of  the  na- 
tives.    We  continued  to  ply  back  during  the  whole 
night,  and  by  day-break  on  the  loth  had  deepened 
our  water  fix  fathoms.     At  nine  o'clock,  when  we 
were  about  three  miles  from  the  W.  fliore,  Captain 
Cook,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King,  went  with  two 
boats  in  fearch  of  wood  and  water.     They  landed 
in  that  part,  where  the  coaft  projeds  into  a  bluff 
head,  compofed  of  perpendicular  Itiata  of  a  dark 
blu6  rock,  intermixed  with  glimmer  aftd  quartz. 
Adjoining  to  the  beach  is  a  narrow  border  of  land, 
which  was  at  this  time  covered  with  long  grafs,  and 
where  they  obferved  fome  angelica.     The  ground 
beyond  this,  rifes  with  fome  abfuptnefs ;  towards 
the  top  of  this  elevation  theyffounda  heath,  that 
abounded  with  berries  of  various  kinds :  further 
©nward  the  country  was  rather  level,  and  thinly 
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covered  with  fmall  fpruce  trees,  birch,  and  willows. 
They  faw  the  tracks  of  foxes  and  deer  upon  the 
beach,  in  many  parts  of  which,  there  was  a  great 
abundance  of  drift-wood  :  there  was  alfo  no  want 
of  fVefli  water.  Our  gentlemen  and  their  attendants 
having  returned  on  board,  tlie  commodore  had 
thoughts  of  bringing  the  fliips  to  an  anchor  here ; 
but  the  wind  then  fliifting  to  N.  E.  and  blowing 
rather  on  this  lliore,  he  ftretched  over  to  the  oppo- 
lite  one,  expecting  to  find  wood  there  likewife.  At 
eight  in  the  evening,  we  anchored  near  the  fouthern. 
end  of  the  moft  northerly  ifland,  for  fuch  we  then 
imagined  it  to  be.  The  next  morning,  however, 
we  found  that  it  was  a  peninfula,  conneded  with 
the  continent  by  a  low  ifthmus,  on  each  fide  of 
which  a  bay  is  formed  by  the  coafl.  We  plied  into 
the  fouthernmofi:  of  thefe  bays,  and  caft  anchor 
again  about  twelve  o'clock,  in  five  fathoms  water, 
over  a  muddy  bottom  ;  the  point  of  the  peninfula, 
to  which  the  name  of  Cape  Denbigh  was  given,  be- 
ing one  league  diflant,  in  the  direftion  of  N.  68 
deg.  W.  We  obferved  on  the  peninfula,  feveral  of 
the  natives,  and  one  of  them  came  off  in  a  fmall 
canoe.  Captain  Cook  gave  this  man  a  knife  and 
fome  beads,  with  which  he  appeared  to  be  well 
pleafed ;  we  made  figns  to  him  to  bring  us  fome 
provifions,  upon  which  he  inftantly  quitted  us, 
and  paddled  towards  thefhore.  Happening  to  meet 
another  man  coming  off,  who  had  two  dried  falmon, 
he  got  them  from  him  ;  and  when  he  returned  to 
our  fhip  he  refufed  to  give  them  to  any  body  ex- 
cept Captain  Cook.  Some  of  our  people  fancied, 
that  he  afked  for  him  under  the  name  of  Capitane  ; 
but  in  this  they  were  perhaps  miftaken.  Others  of 
the  inhabitants  came  off  foon  afterwards,  and  gave 
iis  a  tew  dried  fifii,  in  exchange  for  fuch  trifles  as 
we  had  to  barter  with  them.  They  fhewed  no  dif- 
like  for  tobacco,  but  they  were  moft  defiious  of 
knives.    la  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Gore  was  difpatched 

to 
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to  the  peninfula,  to  procure  wood  and  water ;  of 
the  fot  mer,  of  which  articles  we  obferved  gr^.it 
plenty  upon  the  beach.  At  the  fame  time  a  boat 
from  each  of  the  Ihips  was  fent  to  fountj  round  th^ 
bay ;  and  at  three  o'clock,  the  wind  frefhening  at 
N.  E.  we  weighed  anchor,  and  endeavoured  to 
work  further  in,  but  that  was  quickly  found  to  be 
impracticable,  by  reafon  of  the  Ihoals  which  ex- 
tended entirely  round  the  bay,  to  the  diftance  of 
upwards  of  t\yo  miles  from  the  fliorc,  as  the  officers 
who  had  been  fent  out  for  the  purpofe  of  founding 
reported.  We  therefore  flood  off  and  on  with  the 
i])ips^  waiting  for  Lieutenant  Gore,  who  returned 
•about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  the  launch 
loaded  with  wood.  He  informed  the  commodore, 
that  he  had  found  but  little  frefh-water,  and  that 
the  wood  could  not  be  procured  without  difficulty, 
on  account  of  the  boats  grounding  atfome  diflance 
from  the  beach.  As  this  was  the  cafe,  we  flood  back  . 
to  the  other  fhore,  and  the  next  morning  at  eight, 
all  the  boats  and  a  detachment  of  men  with  ai> 
officer,  were  fent  to  get  wood  from  the  place  wherf 
Gaptain  Cook  had  landed  on  the  loth.  After  hav* 
ing  continued  for  fome  time  tp  fland  off  and  qi^ 
with  the  fhips,  we  at  length  cafl  anchor  in  lefs  tha4 
five  fathoms,  at  thediltance  of  half  a  league  from 
the  coaft,  whofe  fouthern  point  bore  S.  26  deg.  W, 
Cape  Denbigh  was  about  26  miles  diftant,  bearing 
S.  72  deg.  E.  Bald-head  was  nine  leagues  off,  in 
the  direction  of  N.  60  deg.  E.  and  the  ifland  near 
the  eaj[lern  fhore,  S.  of  Cape  Denbigh,  named  by 
Captain  Cook,  Befborough  Ifland,  was  15  leagues 
diflant,  bearing  S.  52  deg.  E.  This  being  a  very 
open  road,  and  therefore  not  a  fecure  flation  for  th^ 
ihips,  the  commodore  relolved  not  to  wait  till  our 
(lock  of  water  was  completed,  as  that  would  take 
up  fome  time  ;  but  only  to  furnifh  both  fhips  with 
wood,  and  afterwards  to  feek  a  more  commodious 
place  for  the  former  article.     Our  people  carried 
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ofF  the  drift  wood  that  lay  on  the  beach,  and  per- 
formed that  bufinefs  with  great  expedition  ;  for, 
as  the  wind  blew  along  the  fhore,  the  boats  were 
enabled  to  fail  both  ways.  In  the  afternoon  Cap- 
tain Cook  went  on  fhore,  and  took  a  walk  into  the 
country,  which  in  thofe  parts  where  there  was  no 
wood,  abounded  with  heath,  and  other  plants, 
"feveral  of  which  had  plenty  of  berries,  all  ripe. 
Scarce  a  fingle  plant  was  in  flower.  The  under- 
wood, fuch  as  birch,  alders,  and  willows,  occa- 
iioned  walking  to  be  very  troublefome  among  the 
trees,  which  were  all  fpruce,  and  none  of  which 
exceeded  feven  or  eight  inches  in  diameter  ;  but 
ibme  were  obferved  lying  on  the  beach,  that  were 
above  twice  that  fize.  All  the  drift-wood  that  we 
faw  in  thefe  northern  parts  was  fir. 

Sunday  the  i  3th,  a  family  of  the  natives  came 
near  the  fpot  where  our  people  were  occupied  in 
taking  off  the  wood.  The  captain  faw  only  the  huf- 
band  and  wife,  and  their  child,  befides  a  fourth 
perfon,  who  was  the  moO:  deformed  crfpple  he  had 
ever  feen.  The  hufband  was  nearly  blind,  and 
neither  he,  nor  his  wife,  were  fuch  well-looking 
people  as  many  of  thofe  whom  we  had  met  with 
on  this  coaft.  Both  of  them  ha.d  their  lower  lips 
perforated  ;  and  they  were  in  polleifion  of  fome 
glafs-beads,  refembling  thofe  we  had  feen  before 
among  their  neighbours.  Iron  was  the  article  that 
pleafed  them  moTi.  For  four  knives  which  had  been 
formed  out  of  an  old  iron-hoop,  the  captain  ob- 
tained from  them  near  four  hundred  pounds  weight 
(Of  lifli,  that  had  been  lately  caught  by  them. 
Some  of  thefe  were  trout,  and  others  were,  with 
refpe^f  to  fize  and  tafle,  fomewhat  between  a  her- 
ring and  a  mullet.  The  captain  gave  a  few  beads 
to  the  child,  who  was  a  female  ;  upon  which  the 
mother  immediately  burfb  into  tears,  then  the  fa- 
ther, next  after  him  the  cripple,  and  at  lafl,  to  add 
the  finifhing  flroke  to  the  concert,  the  child  herfelf. 
•  ^  This 
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This  mufic,  however,  was  not  of  long  duration. 
Mr.  King  had  on  the  preceding  day  been  in  com- 
pany  with  the  fame  family.  His  account  of  this 
interview  is  to  the  following  purport :  While  he 
attended  the  wooding  party,  a  canoe  filled  with 
natives  approached,  out  of  which  an  elderly  man 
and  woman  (the  hufband  and  wife  above-mentioned) 
came  afliore,  Mr.  King  prefented  a  fmall  knife  to 
the  woman,  and  promifed  to  give  her  a  much  larger 
one  in  exchange  for  fome  fifh.  She  made  ligns  to 
hin)  to  follow  her.  After  he  had  proceeded  with 
them  about  a  mile,  the  man  fell  down  as  he  was 
crolling  a  ftony  beach,  and  happened  to  cut  his  foot 
very  much.  This  occafioned  Mr.  King  to  ftop ; 
upon  which  the  woman  pointed  to  her  hufband's 
eyes,  which  were  covered  with  a  thick  whitifh  film. 
He  afterwards  kept  clofe  to  his  wife,  who  took  care 
to  apprize  him  of  the  obftacles  in  his  way.  The 
woman  had  a  child  on  her  back,  wrapped  up  ia 
the  hood  of  her  jacket.  After  walking  about  two 
miles,  they  arrived  at  an  open  Ikin-boat,  which  was 
turned  on  one  fide,  the  convex  part  towards  the 
wind,  and  was  made  to  ferve  for  the  habitation  of 
this  family.  Mr.  King  now  performed  a  remark- 
able operation  on  the  man*s  eyes.  He  was  firft  de- 
fired  to  hold  his  breath,  then  to  breathe  on  the 
diftempered  eyes,  and  afterwards  to  fpit  on  them. 
The  woman  then  took  both  the  hands  of  Mr.  King, 
and  prelfing  them  to  the  man*s  ftomach,  held  them 
there  for  fome  time,  while  flie  recounted  fome  me- 
lancholy hiftoryrefpedling  her  family ;  fometimes 
pointing  to  her  hufband,  fometimes  to  her  child, 
and  at  other  times  to  the  cripple,  who  was  related 
to  her.  Mr.  King  purx:hafed  all  the  fifh  they  had, 
which  confifted  of  excellent  falmon,  falmon-trout, 
and  mullet.  Thefe  fifh  were  faithfully  delivered  to 
the  perfon  he  fent  for  them.  The  woman  was  fhort 
and  fquat,  and  her  vifage  was  plump  and  round. 
She  wore  a  jacket  made  of  deer  ikin,  with  a  large 

hood. 
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hood,  and  had  on  a  pair  of  wide  boots.  She  was 
punclured  from  the  lip  to  the  chin.  Her  hufband 
was  well  made,  and  about  five  feet  two  inches  in 
height.  His  hair  was  black  and  fliort,  and  he  had 
but  little  beard.  His  complexion  was  of  a  hght 
copper  caft.  He  had  two  holes  in  his  lower  hp,  in 
which,  however,  he  had  no  ornaments.  The  teeth 
of  both  of  them  were  black,  and  appeared  as  if 
they  had  been  filed  down  level  with  the  gums. 

Before  night,  on  Sunday  the  13th,  we  had  amply 
furnifhed  the  fliips  with  wood,  and  had  conveyed 
on  board  about  a  dozen  tons  of  water  to  each.  On 
the  14th  a  party  was  detached  on  fliore  to  cut 
brooms,  and  likewife  the  branches  of  fpruce-trees 
for  brewing  beer.  About  tM^elve  o'clock  all  our 
people  were  taken  on  board,  for  the  wind  frefhen- 
ing  had  raifed  fo  heavy  a  fiirf  on  the  beach,  that 
our  boats  could  not  continue  to  land  without  ex- 
trerpe  difficulty  and  danger.  As  doubts  were  (till 
entertained  whether  the  coaft,  upon  which  we  now 
were,  belonged  to  an  ifland,  or  to  the  continent  of 
Americai  Lieutenant  King  was  difpatched  by  the 
commodore,  with  two  boats,  well  manned  and 
armed,  to  make  fuch  afearch  as  might  tend  to  re- 
ifioveall  difference  of  opinion  on  the  fubjecl.  He 
was  inftruded  to  proceed  towards  the  north  as  far 
as  the  extreme  point  feen  on  Wednefday  the  9th, 
ot  a  little  further,  if  he  fliould  find  it  neceffary  ; 
to  land  there,  and,  from  the  heights,  endeavour 
to  difcover  whether  the  land  he  was  then  upon, 
iaiagined  to  be  the  ifland  of  Alafchka,  was  really 
an  ifland,  or  was  connected  with  the  land  to  the 
eaftward,  fuppofed  to  be  the  American  continent. 
If  it  proved  to  be  an  ifland,  he  was  to  examine  the 
d'epth  of  water  in  the  channel  between  it  and  the 
continent,  and  which  way  the  flood  tide  came  :  but, 
if  he  ihould  find  the  two  lands  united,  he  was  to 
return  immediately  to  the  fliip.  He  was  directed 
not  to  be  abfent  longer  than  four  or  five  days  j  and 
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it  was  alfo  mentioned  in  his  inftru^tions,  that,  if 

any  unforefeen  or  unavoidable  accident  fhould  force 

our  fhips  ofF  the  coaft,  the  rendezvous  was  to  be  at 

the  harbour  of  Samganoodha.     On  Tuefday  the 

15th,  the  fhips  removed   over  to  the  bay  on  the 

fouth  eaftern  fide  of  Cape  Denbigh,  where  we  caft 

anchor  in  the  afternoon.     Not  long  after,  feveral 

of  the  inhabitants  came  off  in  canoes,  and  gave  us 

fome  dried  falmon  in  exchange  for  trifling  articles. 

Early  the  next  morning,  nine  men,  each  in  a  fepa- 

rate  canoe,  paid  us  a  vifit,  with  the  fole  view  of 

gratifying  their  curiofity.     They  approached  the 

fliip  with  caution,  and  drawing  up  abreaft  of  each 

other,  under  our  ftern,  favoured  us  with  a  fong ; 

while  one  of  their  number  made  many  ludicrous 

motions  with  his  hands  and  body,  and  another  beat 

upon  a  fort  of  drum.     Theie  was  nothing  favage, 

either  in  the  fong,  or  the  geftures  with  which  it  was 

accompanied.     There  feemed  to  be  no  difference, 

either  with  refpe^t  to  fize  or  features,  between  thefe 

people,  and  thofe  whom  we   had  feen  on  every 

other   part   of  the  coaft,    except  King   George's 

Sound.     Their  drefs,  which  chiefly  conhfted  of  the 

Ikins  of  deer,  was  made  after  the  fame  mode ; .  and 

they  had  adopted  the  practice  of  perforating  their 

lower  lips,  and  affixing  ornaments  to  them.     The 

habitations  of  thefe  Americans  were  lituated  clofc 

to  the  beach.     They  confift  merely  of  a  floping 

roof,  without  any  fide-walls,  formed  of  logs,  and 

covered  with  earth  and  grafs.    The  floor  is  likewife 

laid  with  logs.     The  entrance  is  at  one  end,  and 

the  fire-place  is  juft  within  it.     A  fmall  hole  is 

made  near  the  door  of  che  hut,  for  the  purpofe  of 

letting  out  the  fmoke.     A 'party  of  men  was  dii- 

patched,  this  morning,  to  the  peninfula  for  broom? 

and  fpruce.     Half  the  remainder  of  the  people  of 

both  fhips  were,  at  the  fame  time,  permitted  to  go 

afhore  and  gather  berries.    Thefe  returned  on  board 

about  twelve  o'clock,andthe  o^her  half  then  landed 
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for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  berries  found  here  were 
hurtle-bernes,  heath-berries,  partridge-berries,  and 
wild  currant-berries.  Captain  Cook  alfo  went 
alhore  himfelf,  and  took  a  walk  over  part  of  the 
peninfula.  He  met  with  very  good  grafs  in  feveral 
places,  and  fcarcely  obferved  a  fingle  fpot  on  which 
ibme  vegetable  was  not  growing.  The  low  land 
by  which  this  peninfula  is  united  to  the  continent, 
abounds  with  narrow  creeks,  and  likewife  with 
ponds  of  water,  feveral  of  which  were  at  this  time 
frozen  over.  There  were  numbers  of  buftards  and 
geefe,  but  they  were  fo  fliy,  that  it  was  impolTible 
to  get  within  mufquet-fliot  of  them.  Some  fnipes 
were  alfo  feen  ;  and,  on  the  higher  grounds,  were 
partridges  of  two  fpecies  ;  where  there  was  wood, 
mufquitoes  were  numerous.  Some  of  the  officers, 
who  went  further  into  the  country  than  Captain 
Cook  did,  met  with  fome  of  the  natives  of  both 
fexes,  who  treated  them  with  civility  and  kindnefs. 
The  commodore  was  of  opinion,  that  this  peninfula 
had  been  an  illand  in  fome  diftant  period  ;  for  there 
were  marks  of  the  fea  having  formerly  flowed  over 
the  ifthmus  -,  and  even  at  prefent,  it  appeared  to  be 
kept  out  by  a  bank  of  fand,  ftones,  and  wood, 
which  the  waves  had  thrown  up.  It  was  manifeft 
from  this  bank,  that  the  land  here  encroached  upon 
the  fea,  and  it  was  not  difficult  to  trace  its  gradual 
formation. 

Lieutenant  King  returned  from  his  expedition 
about  feven  o'clock  this  evening.  He  had  let  out 
at  eight  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  14th.  The  crews 
of  the  boats  rowed  without  intermilfion  towards  the 
land,  till  one  in  the  morning  of  the  15th.  They 
then  fet  their  fails,  and  flood  acrofs  the  bay,  which 
the  coaft  forms  to  the  weftward  of  Bald-head. 
They  afterwards,  about  three  o'clock,  again  made 
ufe  of  their  oars,  and,  by  two  in  the  afternoon,  had 
got  within  two  miles  of  Bald-Head,  under  the  lee 
of  the  high  land.     At  that  time  all  the  men  in  the 

boat 


^iiu.     vYc  were  lo  tortunaie,  nowever,  as   to 
No.  63.  II  F  ^^ve 


'r^&jtitJL:Lx^'P'y  :r.-:"i:L':T't 


CL 


f.,nAl,  h,hk,.',.,lfy    I/..,-//.,,,  .//./,.  &,,.;,„„  A  ,: r.,l.„„:1.i-K.;, 


SOMiP^MlHMUBMHfci 


To   THE   Pacific  Ocean,  &c.     i88i 

boat  belonging  to  the  Refolution,  except  tvv©,  were 
io  opprefled  with  fatigue  and  fleep,  that  Mr.  King's 
utmoft  endeavours  to  make  them  put  on  were  per- 
fectly ineffectual.     1  hey,  at  length,  were  fo  far  ex- 
haufted,  as  to  drop  their  oars,  and  fall  aileep  at  the 
bottom  of  the  boat.     In  confequence  of  this,  Mr. 
King,  and  two  gentlemen  who  were  with  him,  were 
•  obliged  to  lay  hold  of  the  oars  ;  and  they  landed, 
a  little  after  three  o'clock,  between  Bald-Head  and 
a  point  that  projects  to  the  eaftward.     Mr.  King, 
upon  his  landing,  afcended  the  heights,  from  which 
he  could  fee  the  two  coafts  join,  and  that  the  inlet 
terminated  in  a  fmall  creek  or  river,  before  which 
there  were  banks  of  fand  or  mud,  and  in  every 
part  fhoal  water.     The  land,  for  fome  diiiance  to- 
wards the  north,  was  low  and  fwampy ;  then  it 
rofe  in  hills  j-  and  the  perfect  junction  of  thofe,  on 
each  fide  of  the  inlet,  was  traced  without  the  lead 
difficulty.     From  the  elevated  iituation  in  which 
Mr.  King  took  his  furvey  of  the  found,  he  could 
difcern  many  fpacious  valleys,  with  rivers  flowing 
through  them,  well  wooded,  and  bounded  by  hills 
of  a  moderate  height.     One  of  the  rivers  towards 
the  N.  W.  feemed  to  be  confiderable ;  and  he  was 
inclined  to  fuppofe,  from  its  direction,  that  it  dif- 
charged  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  the  head  of  the  bay. 
Some  of  his  people,  penetrating  beyond  this  into 
the  country,  found  the  trees  to  be  of  a  larger  iizc 
the  further  they  proceeded.     To  this  inlet  Captaia 
Cook  gave  the  name  of  Norton's  Sound,  in  honour 
of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  now  Lord  Grantiey  ;  a  neaf 
relation  of  Mr.  King.     It  extends  noithward  as  far 
as  the  latitude  of  64  deg.  5^  min.  N.     The  bay, 
wherein  our  fliips  were  now  at  anchor,  is  fituated 
on  the  fouth-eaitern  fide  of  it,  and  is  denominated 
Chacktoole  by  the  natives.     It  is  not  a  very  excel- 
lent fl;ation,  being  expofed  to  the  S.  and  S.  W, 
winds.     Nor  is  a  harbour  to  be  met  with  in  all  this 
found.     We  were  fo  fortunate,  however,  as  to 
No.  ^8,  xlF  have 
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■Jhave  the  wind  from  the  N.  E.  and  the  N,  during  the 
whole  time  of  our  continuance  here,  with  very  fine 
weather.  This  afforded  an  opportunity  of  making 
a  great  number  of  lunar  obfervations,  the  mean  re- 
i'ult  of  which  gave  197  deg.  13  min.  E.  as  the  longi- 
tude of  the  anchoring  place  on  the  weftern-ftde  of 
the  found,  while  its  latitude  was  64  deg.  31  min. 
>J.  With  refpect  to  the  tides,  the  night  flood  rofe 
two  or  three  feet,  and  tlie  day  flood  was  fcarcely 
perceivable.  Captain  Cook  being  now  perfectly 
convinced,  that  Mr.  Staehlin's  Map  was  extremely 
erroneous,  and  having  reftored  the  continent  of 
America  to  the  fpace  which  that  gentleman  had 
occupied  with  his  imaginary  ifland  of  Alafchka, 
thought  it  now  high  time  to  quit  thefe  northerly 
regions,  and  retire  to  fome  place  for  the  winter, 
where  he  might  obtain  proviiions  and  refrefliments. 
He  did  not  conlider  Petropaulowfka,  or  the  har- 
bour of  St»  Peter  and  Paul  in  Kamtfchatka,  as 
likely  to  furnifh  a  fuilicient  fupply.  He  had  like- 
wife  other  reafons  for  not  going  thither  at  prefent ; 
the  principal  of  which  was,  his  great  unwillingnefs 
to  remain  inactive  for  fix  or  feven  months,  which 
would  have  been  the  confequence  of  paillng  the 
winter  in  any  of  thefe  northern  countries.  He  at 
length  concluded,  that  no  (ituation  was  (o  conve- 
nient for  our  purpofe  as  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 
To  them,  therefore,  he  formed  a  refolution  of  re- 
paiiing.  But  a  fupply  of  water  being  necefTary 
before  he  could  execute  that  defign,  he  determined, 
with  a  view  of  procuring  this  eflential  article,  to 
fearch  the  coaft  of  America  for  a  harbour,  by  pro- 
ceeding along  it  to  the  fouthward.  If  he  fhould 
not  meet  with  fuccefs  in  that  fearch,  his  intention 
was  to  reach  Samganoodha,  which  was  appointed 
for  our  place  of  rendezvous,  in  cafe  the  fhips  (hould 
happen  to  fcparate. 

On  Thurlday,    the    17th,  in    the  morning   we 
weighed  anchor  with  a  light  eafterly  breeze,  and 
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fteenng  to  the  fouthward,  attempted  to  pafs  within 
Befborough  iiland  ;  but,  though  it  is  fix  or  feven 
miles  diftant  from  the  continent^  we  were  prevented, 
by  meeting  with  ihoal  water.  Having  but  Httle 
wind  all  the  day,  we  did  not  pafs  that  iiland  before 
it  was  dark  ;  and  the  night  was  fpent  under  an  eafy 
fail.  On  the  1 8th,  at  daybreak,  we  refumed  our 
progrefs  along  the  coaft.  At  noon,  our  foundings^ 
were  no  more  than  live  fathoms.  Befborough 
Iiland,  at  this  time,  bore  N.  42  deg.  E.  the  moft 
foutherly  land  in  light,  which  alfo  proved  to  be  an 
iiland,  bore  S.  66  deg.  W.  the  palTage  between  it 
and  the  continent,  was  in  the  direction  of  S.  4a 
deg.  W.  and  the  nearelt  land  was  at  the  diftance  of 
about  two  miles.  We  continued  to  fteer  for  this^ 
palTage,  till  the  boats  which  were  a-head  made  the 
lignal  for  having  no  more  than  three  fathoms  water. 
In  confequence  of  this,  we  hauled  without  the 
iHand,  and  difplayed  the  lignal  for  the  Hefolution*s 
boat  to  keep  between  the  Ihore  and  the  Ihips.  This 
iiland,  to  which  the  name  of  Stuart's  Iiland  was 
givep,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  63  deg.  35  min.  N. 
and  is  17  leagues  dil^ ant  from  Cape  Denbigh,  in 
the  direction  of  S.  27  deg.  W.  It  is  lix  or  feven 
leagues  in  cii  cumference.  Though  fome  parts  of  it 
are  of  a  moderate  height,  yet,  in  general,  it  is  low, 
with  fome  rocks  off  the  weftem  part.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  coaft  of  the  continent  is  low  land,  but 
we  perceived  high  land  up  the  country.  It  forms  a 
point,  oppofite  the  iiland,  which  was  diftingulhed 
by  the  name  of  Cape  Stephens,  and  is  lituated  in 
the  latitude  of  63  deg.  33  min.  N.  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  197  deg.  41  min.  E.  Some  drift  wood  was 
obferv<?d  on  the  lliores,  both  of  the  ifland  and  of 
the  continent ;  but  not  a  fingle  tree  \v<\s  feen  grow- 
ing upon  either.  Veflels  n)ight  anchor,  upon  oc- 
c.-ilion,  between  the  continent  and  the  N.  E.  lide  of 
this  iiland,  in  a  depth  of  live  fathoms,  Iheltered 
from  the  eallerly,  wefterly,  and  foutherly  winds. 
1 1  F  2  But 
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But  this  ftation  would  be  entirely  expofed  to  the 
northerly  winds,  the  land,  in  that  direOion,  being 
too  remote  to  afford  any  fecurity.  Before  we 
reached  Stuart's  Ifland,  we  pafled  two  little  iflands, 
iituate  between  us  and  the  main  land  ;  and  as  we 
ranged  along  the  coaft,  feveral  of  the  natives  made 
their  appearance  upon  the  Ciore,  and,  by  figns, 
feemed  to  invite  us  to  approach. 

We  were  no  fooner  without  the  ifland,  than  we 
fteered  S.  by  W.  for  the  moft  fouthern  part  of  the 
continent  in  fight,  till  eight  in  the  evening,  when, 
the  depth  of  water  having  decreafed  from  fix  fa- 
thoms to  lefs  than  four,  we  tacked  and  ftood  to  the 
northward  into  five  fathoms,  and  then  pafled  the 
night  in  ftanding  ofi"  and  on.  At  the  time  we 
tacked,  the  fouthernmofl:  point  of  land  above  men- 
tioned, which  we  named  point  Shallow  Water, 
bore  S.  half  E.  at  the  diftance  of  feven  leagues. 
On  the  19th,  at  day-break,  we  refumed  our  fouther- 
ly  courfe  ;  but  ihoal  water  foon  obliged  us  to  haul 
more  to  the  weftward.  We  were  at  length  fo  far 
advanced  upon  the  bank,  that  we  could  not  hold  a 
N.  N.  W.  courfe,  as  we  fometimes  met  with  only 
four  fathoms.  The  wind  blowing  frefli  at  E.  N.  E. 
it  was  now  high  time  to  endeavour  to  find  a  greater 
depth  of  water,  and  to  quit  a  coaft  upon  which  we 
could  no  longer  navigate  with  fafety.  We  there- 
fore hauled  the  wind  to  the  northward,  and  the 
water  gradually  increafed  in  depth  to  eight  fathoms. 
At  this  time,  we  were  about  twelve  leagues  diftant 
from  the  continent,  and  nine  to  the  W.  of  Stnart's 
Ifland.  We  faw  no  land  to  the  fouthward  of  Point 
Shallow  Water,  which  Cap(  ain  Cook  judged  to  lie 
in  the  latitude  of  63  deg.  N.  fo  that  between  this 
latitude  and  Shoal  Nefs,  in  latitude  60  cleg,  the 
coall  has  not  been  explored.  It  is  probably  accef- 
fible  only  to  boats,  or  very  fmall  veflels ;  or,  if  there 
are  channels  for  vefl^els  of  greater  magnitude,  it 
would  require  fome  time  to  find  them.  .From  the 
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maft  head,  the  fea  within  us  appeared  to  be  chec- 
quered  with  Ihoals  ;  the  water  was  very  muddy 
and  difcoloured,  and  much  frelher  than  at  any  of 
the  places  where  our  Ihips  had  lately  anchored. 
From  this  we  inferred,  that  a  conliderable  river 
runs  into  the  fea,  in  this  unexplored  part.  After  we 
had  got  into  eight  fathoms  water,  we  fleered  to  the 
weft  ward,  and  afterwards  more  foutherly,  for  the 
land  difcovered  by  us  on  the  5th  of  September, 
which  at  noon  on  the  20th,  bore  S.  W.  by  W.  at 
the  diftance  of  ten  or  eleven  leagues.  We  had  now 
a  frefh  glale  at  N.  and,  at  intervals,  fliowers  of  hail 
and  fnow,  with  a  pretty  high  fea.  To  the  land  be- 
fore us,  the  commodore  gave  the  appellation  of 
Gierke's  Ifland.  It  ftands  in  the  latitude  of  63  deg. 
15  min.  and  in  the  longitude  of  190  deg,  30  min. 
It  feemed  to  bean  ifland  of  confiderable  extent,  in 
which  are  feveral  hills,  all  conneded  by  low  ground, 
fo  that  it  looks,  at  a  diflance,  like  a  group  of  iflands. 
Near  its  eaftern  parts  is  a  little  ifland,  which  is  re- 
markable for  having  on  it  three  elevated  rocks. 
Both  the  greater  ifland,  and  this  fmaller  one,  were 
inhabited.  In  the  afternoon,  about  iix  o'clock,  we 
reached  the  nort  htrn  point  of  Gierke's  Ifland  ;  and 
having  ranged  along  its  coaft  till  dark,  we  brought 
to  during  the  night.  Early  the  next  morning,  we 
again  fl:ood  m  for  the  coafl:,  and  proceeded  along 
it  in  queft  of  a  harbour,  till  tvv'elve  o'clock,  when 
finding  no  probabilicy  of  fuccefs,  v/e  left  it  and 
fl:eered  S.  S.  W.  for  the  land  difcovered  by  us  on 
the  29th  of  July  •,  having  a  freih  gale  at  N.  accom- 
panied with  fliowers  of  fnow  and  fleet. 

Wednefday  the  23d,  at  day  break,  the  land 
above-mentioned  made  its  appearance,  bearing  S. 
W.  at  the  diftance  of  iix  or  feven  leagues.     From 
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this  point  of  view,  it  refembled  a  clutter  of  iflands  ; 
but  it  was  found  to  be  only  one,  of  about  thirty . 
miles  in  extent,  in  the  direcTtion  of  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 
the  fouth-eaftern  extremity  being  Gape  Upright, 

which 
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which  we  have  mentioned  before.  The  ifland  is 
narrow,  particularly  at  the  low  necks  of  land  by 
which  the  hills  are  connefted.  Captain  Cook  after- 
wards found,  that  it  was  entirely  unknown  to  the 
Ruffians,  and  therefore,  confidering  it  as  a  difco- 
very  of  our  own,  he  named  it  Gore's  Ifland.  It 
appeared  to  be  barren  and  deftitute  of  inhabitants, 
at  leaft  we  faw  none.  Nor  did  we  obferve  fach  a 
number  of  birds  about  it,  as  we  had  feen  when  we 
firfl  difcovered  it.  But  we  perceived  fome  fea- 
otters,  an  animal  which  we  had  not  found  to  the 
N.  of  this  latitude.  About  twelve  miles  from  Cape 
Upright,  in  the  diredion  of  S.  72  deg.  W.  ftands 
a  fmall  ifland,  whofe  lofty  fummit  terminates  in 
feveral  pinnacle  rocks,  for  which  reafon  it  obtained 
the  name  of  Pinnacle  Ifland.  At  two  o'clock,  P. 
M.  after  we  had  pafled  Cape  Upright,  we  fl:eered 
S.  E.  by  S.  for  Samganoodha,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
at  N.  N.  W.  being  refolved  to  lofe  no  more  time 
in  fearching  for  a  harbour  among  iflands,  which  we 
now  began  to  fufpecl  had  no  exiitence  ;  at  leafl,  not 
in  the  latitude  and  longitude  in  which  they  had 
been  placed  by  modern  delineators  of  charts.  On 
the  24th  in  the  evening,  the  wind  veered  to  S.  W, 
and  S.  and  increafed  to  a  frefli  gale.  We  continued 
our  eafterly  courfe  till  eight  in  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  when  in  the  longitude  of  19J  deg.  10  min. 
and  in  the  latitude  of  58deg.  32  min.  we  tacked 
and  flood  to  the  weftwaid  ;  foon  after  which,  the 
gale  increafing,  we  were  reduced  to  two  courfes, 
and  clofe-reefed  main-top-fails.  In  a  fiiort  time 
after,  the  Refolution  fprung  a  leak,  under  the  ftar- 
board  buttock,  which  was  fo  coniiderable,  as  to 
keep  one  pump  conftantly  employed.  "We  would 
not  venture  to  put  the  (hip  upon  the  other  tack, 
from  the  apprehenfion  of  getting  upon  the  flioals 
that  lie  to  the  N,  W.  of  Cape  Newenham  ;  but  con- 
tinued to  fleer  towards  the  W.  till  fix  in  the  even- 
ing of  Saturday  the  26th,  when  wc  wore  and  ftood 
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to  the  eaftward  ;  and  then  the  leak  gave  us  no  far- 
ther trouble.  This  proved,  that  it  was  above  the 
water-line,  which  gave  us  great  fatisfaction.  The 
gale  had  now  ceafed,  but  the  wind  continued  at  S. 
and  S.  W.  for  fome  days  longer. 

On  Friday  the  and  of  Odober,  at  day  break,  we 
faw  the  ifle  of  Oonalafhka,  in  a  S.  E.  direction.  But 
as  the  land  was  obfcured  by  a  thick  haze,  we  were 
not  certain  with  refpect  to  our  iituation  till  noon, 
when  the  obferved  latitude  determined  it.  We 
hauled  into  a  bay,  ten  miles  to  the  weftVard  of 
Samganoodha,  known  by  the  name  Egoochlhac  ; 
but  finding  very  deep  water,  we  fpeedily  left  it. 
The  natives  vifited  us  at  different  times,  bringing 
with  them  dried  falmon,  and  other  fiih,  which  our 
failors  received  in  exchange  for  tobacco.  Only  a  few 
days  before,  every  ounce  of  tobacco  that  remained 
in  the  fiiip,  had  been  diilributed  among  them,  and 
the  quantity  was  not  half  fufficient  to  anfwer  their 
demands.  Notwithftanding  this,  fo  thoughtlefs 
and  improvident  a  being  is  an  Englifh  failor,  that 
they  were  as  profufe  in  making  their  bargains,  as 
if  we  had  arrived  at  a  port  in  Virginia  ;  by  which 
means,  in  lefs  than  two  days,  the  value  of  this 
commodity  was  lowered  above  a  thoufand  per  cent. 
The  next  day,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Samganoodha,  and,  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  carpenters  were  em- 
ployed in  ripping  off  tjie  fheathing  of  and  under 
the  wale  of  the  llefolution  on  the  ftarboird-^iide. 
Many  of  the  feams  were  found  entirely  open  ;  it 
was  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  lo  much 
Water  had  got  into  the  (hip.  We  cleared  the  fifli 
and  fpirit  rooms,  and  the  after-hold ;  and  difpofed 
tilings  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  in  cafe  of  any  future 
leaks  of  the  fame  nature,  the  water  might  find  its 
way  to  the  pumps.  Befides  this  work,  and  com- 
pleting our  (lock  of  water,  we  cleared  the  fore- 
hold,  arid  took  in  a  quantity  c£  b^Uaft. 
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The  vegetables  we  had  met  with  when  we  were 
here  before,  were  now,  for  the  .nofl  part,  in  a  ftate 
of  decay.  There  being  great  plenty  of  berries, 
one-third  of  the  people,  by  turns,  had  permiilion 
to  go  afhore  and  gather  them.  Confiderable  quan-^ 
tities  of  them  were  alfo  brought  to  us  by  the  in- 
habitants. If  there  were  any  feeds  of  the  fcurvy, 
among  the  people  of  either  iliip,  thefe  berries,  and 
the  ufe  of  fpruce  beer,  which  they  were  allowed  to 
drink  every  other  day,  effeftually  eradicated  them. 
We  likvi  wife  procured  abundance  of  fifti ;  at  firft, 
chiefly  falipon,  both  frefh  and  dried,  which  the  na- 
tives brought  us.  Some  of  the  frefh  falmon  was 
in  the  higheft  perfedion  ;  but  there  was  one  fort, 
which,  from  the  figure  of  its  head,  we  called  hook- 
nofed,  that  was  but  indifferent.  Drawing  the  feine 
feveral  times',  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  we  caught 
many  falmon  trout,  and  a  halibut  that  weighed 
S54  pounds.  We  afterwards  had  recourfe  to  hooks 
and  lines.  A  boat  was  fent  out  every  morning, 
which  feldom  returned  without  eight  or  ten  halibut, 
a  quantity  more  than  fufficient  to  ferveall  our  peo- 
ple. Thefe  fifh  were  excellent,  and  there  were  few 
who  djd  not  prefer  them  to  falmon.  Thus  we  not 
only  obtained  a  fupply  of  fifn  for  prefent  confump- 
tion,  but  had  fome  to  carry  with  us  to  fea.  On 
the  8th,  Captain  Cook  received,  by  the  hands  of 
a  native  of  Oonalaflika,  named  Derramoufhk,  a 
very  lingular  prefent,  confidering  the  place  we  were 
in.  It  was  a  rye  loaf,  or  rather  a  pye  in  the  form 
of  a  loaf,  as  it  enclofed  fome  falmon,  well  feafoned 
with  pepper.  This  man  had  brought  a  iimilar  pre- 
fent for  Captain  Clerke,  and  a  note  for  each  of  the 
captains,  written  in  a  character  which  none  of  us 
underftood.  It  was  natural  to  imagine,  that  thefe 
two  prefents  were  from  feme  Ruilians  now  in  our 
neighbourhood,  and  therefore  the  captains  fent,  by 
the  fame  meffenger,  to  thefe  unknown  friends,  a 
few  bottles  of  rum,  wine  and  porter,  which  they. 
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fuppofed  would  be  highly  acceptable.  Captain 
Cook  alfo  fent,  in  company  with  Derramouflik, 
Corporal  Lediard,  of  the  marines,  an  intelligent 
man,  for  the  purp'ofe  of  gaining  farther  informa- 
tion ;  with  orders,  that  if  he  met  with  any  Ruffians, 
he  ihould  endeavour  to  make  them  underftand, 
that  we  were  Englifhmen,  the  friends  and  allies  of 
tjieir  nation. 

Saturday  the  loth.  Corporal  Lediard  returned 
with  three  Ruffian  feamen,  or  furriers,  who  with 
feveral  others  refided  at  Egoochfhac,  where  they 
had  fome  ftore-houfes,  a  dwelling-houfe,  and  a 
Hoop  of  about  30  tons  burthen.  One  of  thefe 
Ruffians  was  either  mafter  or  mate  of  this  vefTel. 
They  were  all  three  intelligent  well-behaved  men, 
and  extremely  ready  to  give  us  all  the  information 
we  could  defire.  But  for  want  of  an  interpreter, 
we  found  it  very  difficult  to  underftand  each  other. 
They  appeared  to  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  th«s 
attempts  which  their  countrymen  had  made  to  na<- 
vigate  the  Frozen  Ocean,  and  of  the  difcoveries 
that  had  been  made  from  Kamtfchatka,  by  Eeering, 
TfcherikofF,  and  Spangenberg.  But  they  had  not 
the  leaft  idea  to  what  part  of  the  world  Mr.  Stsehlin's  > 
Map  referred,  when  it  was  laid  before  them.  When^ 
Captain  Cook  pointed  out  Kamtfchatka,  and  fome 
other  places  upon  this  map,  they  alked  him  whether 
he  had  feen  the  iflands  there  reprefented  ;  and,  on 
his  anfwering  in  the  negative,  one  of  them  put  his 
finger  upon  a  part  of  the  map,  where  a  number  of 
iflands  are  laid  down,  and  faid,  that  he  had  cruifed 
there  in  fearch  of  land,  but  could  never  meet  with 
any.  The  captain  then  {hewed  them  his  own  chart, 
and  found  that  they  were  ftrangers  to  every  part  of 
the  coaft  of  America,  except  that  which  lies  oppo- 
lite  this  ifland.  Oncof  thefe  men  faid,  that  he  had 
been  with  Beering  in  his  American  voyage ;  but 
he  muft  then  have  been  very  young  ;  for  even  now, 
at  the  diftance  of  37  years,  he  had  not  the  appear- 
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ance  of  being  aged.     Never  was  greater  refpeft  paid 
to  the  memory  of  any  eminent  perfon,  than  by 
thefe  men  to  that  of  Beering.     The  trade  in  which 
they  are  engaged  is  very  advantageous,  and  its  be- 
ing undertaken  and  extended  to  the  eaftward  of 
Kamtfchatka,  was  the  immediate  refult  of  the  fe- 
cond  voyage  of  that  diftinguifhed  navigator,  whofe 
misfortunes  proved  the  fource  of  much  private  be- 
nefit to  individuals,  and  of  pulblic  utility  to  the 
Ruflian  empire.     And  yet,  if  his  diftreffes  had  not 
accidentally  carried  him  to  the  ifland  which  bears 
his  name,  where  he  ended  his  life,  and  from  whence 
the  remainder  of  his  fhip's  crew  brought  back  fpe- 
cimens  of  its  valuable  furs,  the  Ruffians  would  pro- 
bably have  undertaken  no  future  voyages,  which 
could  lead  them  to  make  difcoveries  in  this  fea,  to- 
wards the  American  coaft.     Indeed,  after  his  time, 
their  minifiry  feem  to  have  paid  lefs  attention  to  this 
object ;  and  for  what  difcoveries  have  been  fmce 
made,  we  are  principally  indebted  to  the  enter- 
prizing  fpirit  of   private  merchants,  encouraged, 
however,  by  the  fuperintending  care  of  the  court 
of  Peteiiburg.    The  three  Ruffians  having  remained 
.all  night  with   the  commodore,    vifited  Captain 
Gierke  the  following  morning,  and  then  departed, 
f  erfedly  fatisfied  with  the  reception  they  had  met 
with-     They  promifed  to  return  in  a  few  days,  and 
bring  with  them  a  chart .  of  the  iflands  fituate  be- 
tween Kamtfchatka  and  Oonalafhka.     In  the  even- 
ing of  the  14th,  while  Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  Webber 
were  at  a  village,  not  far  from  Samganoodha,  a 
Jluflian  landed  there,  who  proved  to  be  the  princi- 
pal perfon  among  his  countrymen  in  this  and  the 
adjagyUt  ifles.     His  name  was  Erafim  GregoriofF 
Sin  Ifmylofr.     He  arrived  in  a  canoe  that  carried 
three  perfons,  attended  by  twenty  or  thirty  fmaller 
canoes,  each  conduced  by  one  man.     Immediately 
after  landing,  they  conflruded  a  fmall  tent  for  Ifmy- 
loff,  of  materials  which   they  had  brought  with 
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them,  and  they  afterwards  made  others  for  them* 
fclves,  of  their  canoes  and  paddles,  which  they 
covered  with  grafs.     Ifmyloft'  having  invited  the 
captain  and  Mr.  Webber  into  his  tent,  fet  before 
them  fome  dried  falmon  and  berries.     He  appeared 
to  be  a  man  of  fenfe ;  and  the  captain  felt  no  fmall 
mortification  in  not  being  able  to  converfe  with 
him,  except  by  figns,  with  the  afliftanceof  figures, 
and  other  charafters.     The  captain  requefted  him 
to  favour  him  with  his  company  on  board  the  next 
day,  and  accordingly  he  came  with  all  his  atten- 
dants.    He  had  indeed  moved  into  the  neighbour- 
hood of  our  ftation,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
waiting  upon  us.     The  commodore  was  in  hopes 
of  receiving  from  him   the  chart  which  his  three 
countrymen  had  promifed,  but  he  was  difappointed. 
However,  IfmylofF  affured  him  he  fhould  have  it, 
and  he  kept  his  word.     The  captain  found  him  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  thofe  parts, 
and  with  all  the  difcoveries  which  had  been  made 
in  this  quarter  by  the  Ruflians.     On   feeing  the 
modern  maps,  he  inftantly  pointed  out  their  er- 
rors :    he    faid    he  had  accompanied   Lieutenant 
Syndo,  or  (as  he  called  him)  Synd,  in  his  northern 
expedition  ;  and,  according  to  his  account,  they 
did   not   proceed   farther   than  the  Tfchukotlkoi 
Nofs,  or  rather  than  St.  Lawrence's  Bay  -,  for  he 
pointed  on  our  chart  to  the  very  place  where  Cap- 
tain Cook  landed.     From   thence,    he  faid,  they 
went  to  an  ifland  in  the  lat,  of  63  deg.  N.  upon 
which  they  did  not  land.     He  did  not  recollect  the 
name  of  that  ifland  ;  but  the  captain  conjectured, 
that  it  was  the  fame  with  that  to  which  the  appel- 
lation of  Gierke's  Ifland  had  been  given.     To  what 
place  Synd  repaired  afterwards,  or  in  v^hat  parti- 
cular manner  he  employed  the  two  years,  during 
which,  according  to  Ifmyloff,  his  refearches  lafted, 
he  was  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  inform  us. 
Perhaps  he  did  not  comprehend  our  enquiries  ou 
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this  point  ;  and  yet,  in  almoft  every  other  thing, we 
found  means  to  make  him  underftand  us.  This 
inclined  us  to  fufpeft,  that  he  had  not  really  been 
in  this  expedition,  notwithflanding  what  he  aflerted. 
Not  only  IfmylofF,  but  alfo  the  others  affirmed,  that 
they  were  totally  unacquainted  with  the  American 
continent  to  the  northward  ;  and  that  neither  Lieu- 
tenant Synd,  nor  any  other  Ruffian,  had  feen  it  of 
late  years.  They  called  it  by  the  fame  name  which 
Mr.  Stxhlin  has  affixed  to  his  large  ifland,  that  is 
Alafchka.  According  to  the  information  we  ob- 
tained from  IfmylofF,  and  his  countrymen,  the  Ruf- 
fians have  made  feveral  attempts  to  gain  a  footing 
upon  that  part  of  the  North  American  continent, 
that  lies  contiguous  to  Oonalaftika  and  the  adjacent 
iflands,  but  have  conflantly  been  repulfed  by  the 
inhabitants,  whom  they  reprefent  as  a  very  trea- 
cherous people.  They  made  mention  of  two  or 
three  captains,  or  chief  men,  who  had  been  mur- 
dered by  them  ;  and  fome  of  the  Ruffians  fhewed 
us  wounds,  which  they  declared  they  had  received 
there.  IfmylofF  alfo  informed  us,  that  in  the  year 
1773,  an  expedition  had  been  undertaken  into  the 
Frozen  Ocean  in  fledges,  over  the  ice,  to  three  large 
iflands  that  are  fituate  oppofite  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Kovyma.  But  a  voyage  which  he  faid  he 
himfelf  had  performed,  engaged  our  attention  more 
than  any  otlier.  He  told  us  that  on  the  12th  of 
May,  17 71,  he  failed  from  Bolcheietzk,  in  Kamt- 
fchatka,  in  a  Ruffian  veflel  to  Mareekan,  one  of  the 
Kurile  iflands,  where  there  is  an  harbour,  and  a 
Ruffian  fettlement.  From  this  ifland  he  proceeded 
to  Japan,  where  his  continuance  appears  to  have 
been  but  fliort ;  for,  as  foon  as  the  Japanefe  knew 
that  he  and  his  companions  profefled  the  Chriftian 
faith,  they  made  figns  for  them  to  depart ;  but  did 
not,  fo  far  as  we  could  underftand  him,  offisr 
any  infult  or  violence.  From  Japan  he  repaired  to 
Canton,  in  China  j  and  from  thence,  in  a  French 
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fhip  to  France.  He  then  travelled  to  Peterfburgh, 
and  was  afterwards  fent  out  again  to  Kamtfchatka. 
We  could  not  learn  what  became  of  the  veflel  in 
which  he  lirft  embarked,  nor  what  was  the  princi- 
pal intention  of  the  voyage.  His  being  unable  to 
fpeak  one  vw'ord  of  the  French  language,  rendered 
this  ftoi^y  rather  fufpicious  ;  he  feemed  clear,  how- 
ever, as  to  the  times  of  his  arrival  at  the  different 
places,  and  of  his  departure  from  them,  which  he 
put  down  in  writing.  The  next  morning  (Friday 
the  1 6th)  he  offered  Captain  Cook  a  fea-otter  ikin, 
which  he  faid  was  worth  80  rubles  at  Kamtfchatka. 
The  captain,  however,  thought  proper  to  decline 
the  offer ;  but  accepted  of  fome  dried  fifh,  and 
feveral  bafkets  of  the  lily,  or  faranne  root.  In 
the  afternoon,  IfmylofF,  after  having  dined  with 
Captain  Clerke,  left  us  with  all  his  retinue,  but 
promifed  to  return  in  a  few  days.  Accordingly, 
on  the  19th,  he  paid  us  another  vifit,  bringing  with 
him  the  charts  above-mentioned,  which  he  permit- 
ted Captain  Cook  to  copy,  and  the  contents  of 
which  are  the  foundation  of  the  following  remarks. 
Thele  charts  were  two  in  number,  they  were  both 
manufcripts,  and  bore  every  mark  of  authenticity* 
One  of  them  comprehended  the  Penfhinfkian  fea ; 
the  coaft  of  Tartary,  as  low  as  the  lat.  of  41  deg.  N, 
the  Kurile  Iflands,  and  thepeninfula  of  Kamtfchatka, 
Since  this  chart  had  been  made,  Wawfeelee  Irkee- 
choff,  a  naval  captain,  explored,  in  the  year  1758^ 
the  coaft  of  Tartary,  from  Okotfk,  and  the  river 
Amur,  to  Japan,  or  41  deg.  of  northern  lat.  We 
were  informed  by  Mr.  Ifmyloff,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  fea-coaft  of  Kamtfchatka  had  been  corrected  by 
himfelf ;  and  he  defcribed  the  inftrument  ufed  by 
him  for  that  purpofe,  which  muft  have  been  a  theo- 
dolite. He  alfo  told  us,  that  there  were  only  two 
harbours  proper  for  fhipping,  on  all  the  eaftern  coaft 
of  Kamtfchatka,  viz.  the  bay  of  Awatlka,  and  the 
river  Olutora,  in  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  of  the 
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fame  name ;  that  there  was  not  one  harbour  on  its 
weftern  coaft ;  and  that  Yamlk  was  the  only  one, 
except  Okotfk,  on  all  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Pen- 
ihinlkian  fea,  till  we  come  to  the  river  Amur.     The 
Kurile  Iflands  contain  but  one  harbour,  and  that  is 
on  the  N.E.  fide  of  Mareekan  ;  where,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  the  Ruffians  have  a  fettlement. 
The  other  chart  comprehended  all  the  difcoveriea 
that  the  Piuffians  had  made  to  the  eaftward  of  Kamt- 
fchatka,  towards  America.     That  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican coaft,  with  which  TifcherikofF  fell  in,  is  laid 
down  in  this  chart  between  the  latitude  of  58  deg. 
and  58  and  an  half  deg.  N.  and  75  deg.  of  eaftern 
longitude  from  Okot&,  or  218  and  an  half  deg. 
from  Greenwich ;    and  the  place  where  Beering 
anchored  in  59  and  an  half  deg.  of  lat.  and  6^  and 
an  half  deg.  of  long,  from  Okotfk,  or  207  deg. 
from  Greenwich.     To  fay  nothing  of  the  long, 
which  may,  from  feveral  caufes,  be  erroneous,  the 
lat.  of  the  coaft  difcovered  by  Beering  and  Tfcheri- 
koff,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  was  difco- 
vered by  the  latter,  differs  confiderably  from  Mr. 
Muller's  Chart.     Whether  the  chart  now  produced 
by  IfmylofF,  or  that  of  Muller,  be  moft  erroneous 
in  this  refpecl,  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine. 
According  to  IfmylofF's  account,  neither  the  num- 
ber nor  the  fituation  of  the  iflands  which  are  dif- 
perled  between  52  deg.  and  ^^  deg.  of  lat.  in  the 
.fpace  between  Kamtfchatka  and  America,  is  pro- 
perly afcertained.     He  ftruck  out  about  a  third  of 
them,  affuring  us  that  they  did  not  exift  ;  and  he 
confiderably  altered  the  fituation  of  others,  which 
he  faid  was  ncceffary,  from  the  obfervations  which 
he  himfelf  had  made  •,  and  there  was  no  reafon  to 
entertain  a  doubt  about  this.     As  thefe  iflands  are 
nearly  under  the  fame  parallel,  different  navigators, 
mifled  by  their  different  reckonings,  might  eafily 
iriill^ake  one  ifland,  or  clufter  of  iflands  for  another  ; 
and  imagine  they  had  made  a  new  difcovery,  when 
they  had  only  found  old  ones ;  in  a  pofition  fome- 
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what  different  from  that  which  their  former  vifitors 
had  affigned  to  them.  The  ifles  of  St.  Theodore, 
St.  Stephen,  St.  Abraham,  St.  Macarius,  Sedudion 
Ifland,  and  feveral  others,  which  are  reprefented  ia 
Mr.  Muller*s  chart,  were  not  to  be  found  in  this 
now  produced  to  us ;  nay,  Ifmyloff  and  the  other 
Ruffians  aflured  Captain  Cook,  that  they  had  beea 
frequently  fought  for  without  effed:.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  it  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  Mr.  Muller  could 
place  them  in  his  chart  without  fome  authority- 
Captain  Cook,  however,  confiding  in  the  teftimony 
of  thefe  people,  whom  he  thought  competent  wit- 
jielTes,  omitted  them  in  his  chart;  and  made  fucli 
torreclions  refpecling  the  other  iflands,  as  he  had 
reafon  to  think  were  neceffary. 

We  Ihall  now  proceed  to  give  fome  account  of 
the  iflands,  beginning  with  thofe  which  are  nearefl: 
to  Kamtfchatka,  and  computing  the  long,  from  the 
harbour  of  Petropaulowlka,  in  the  bay  of  Awat- 
Ika.  The  firft  is  Beering's  Ifland,  in  55  deg.  of 
northern  lat.  and  6  deg,  of  eaftern  long.  At  the 
diftance  of  10  leagues  from  thefouthern  extremity 
of  this,  in  the  direction  of  E.  by  S.  or  E.  S.  E- 
ftands  Maidenoi  OftrofF,  or  the  Copper  Ifland. 
The  next  ifland  is  Atakou,  in  the  lat.  of  52  deg. 
45  min.  and  in  the  long,  of  15  deg.  or  i<5deg^ 
The  extent  of  this  ifland  is  about  1 8  leagues  in  the 
diredion  of  E.  and  W.  and  it  is  perhaps  the  fame 
land  which  Beering  fell  in  with,  and  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  Mount  St.  John.  We  next  come 
to  a  clufter  of  fix  or  more  iflands  ;  two  of  which, 
Amluk  and  Atghka,  are  of  confiderable  extent, 
and  each  of  them  has  a  good  harbour.  The  mid- 
dle of  this  group  lies  in  the  lat.  of  52  deg.  30  min. 
and  28  deg.  of  long,  from  the  bay  of  Awat&a,  and 
its  extent  is  about  four  degrees  in  the  direction  of  E. 
and  W.  Thefe  are  the  ifles  that  Ifmyloff  faid  were 
to  be  removed  four  degrees  to  the  eaftvvard.  In 
the  fituation  they  have  in  Captain  Cook's  chart, 
was  a  g;roup,  comprehending  lo  little  iflands^  which 
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We  were  informed  were  entirely  to  be  ftruck  out ; 
and  alfo  two  iflands,  (ituate  between  them  and  the 
group  to  which  Oonalaflika  appertains.  In  the 
place  of  thefe  two,  an  ifland,  named  Amoghta, 
was  introduced. 

The  lituation  of  many  of  thefe  iflands  may,  per-» 
haps,  be  erroneouily  laid  down.     But  the  pofition 
of  thelargeft  group,  of  which  Oonala&ka  is  one  of 
themoft  confiderable  iflands,  isfreefrom  fuch  errors, 
Moli  of  the  iflands  that  compofe  this  duller,  were 
feen  by  us;  their  long,  and  lat.  were  therefore  de- 
termined with  tolerable  accuracy  ;  particularly  the 
harbour  of  Samganoodha,  in  Oonalafhka,  which 
mull  be  confidered  as  a  fixed  point.     This  group 
may  be  faid  to  extend  as  far  as  Halibut  Ifles,  which 
are  forty  leagues  diflant  from  Oonalafhka,  towards 
the  E.  N.  E.     Within  thefe  ifles,  a  pafTage,  com- 
municating with  Briftol  Bay,  was  marked  in  Ifmy- 
loff's  chart,  which  converts   about   1 5  leagues  of 
the  coaft,  that  Captain  Cook  had  fuppofed  to  be 
part  of  the  continent,  into  an  ifland,  named  Oonee- 
mak.     This  pafTage  might  eafily  efcape  us,  beiag, 
as  we  were  informed,  extremely  narrow,  fhallow, 
and  only  to  be  navigated  through  with  boats,  or 
vefTels  of  very  fmall  burthen.     From  the  chart,  as 
well  as  from  the  teftimony  of  Ifinyloff  and  his 
countrymen,  it  appears,  that  this  is  as  far  as  the 
Ruffians  have  made  any  difcoveries,  or  have  ex- 
tended  themfelves,    fince  the  time  of   Beering. 
They  all  aiSrmed,  that  no  perfons  of  that  nation 
had  fettled  themfelves  fo  far  to  the  eaftward,  as  the 
place  where  the  natives  gave  the  note  to  Captain 
Gierke;  which  being  delivered  tolfinyloff  for  his  pe- 
rufal,  he  faid,  that  it  had  been  written  at  Oomanak, 
From  him  we  procured  the  name  of  Kodiak,  the 
largeft  of  Schumagin*s  Iflands  ;  for  it  had  no  name 
afligned  to  it  upon  the  chart  which  he  produced. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  no  names 
were  put  to  the  iJlaiids  which  liiiiyloff  faid  were  to 
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be  ftruck  out  of  the  chart ;  and  Captain  Cook  con- 
lidered  this  as  fome  confirmation  that  they  have  no 
exiftence.  The  American  continent  is  here  called 
by  the  Ruffians,  as  well  as  by  the  iflanders,  Alafch- 
ka  ;  which  appellation,  though  it  properly  belongs 
only  to  that  part  which  is  contiguous  to  Ooneemak, 
is  made  ufe  of  by  them  whenfpeakingof  the  Ame- 
rican continent  in  general.  This  is  all  the  intelli- 
gence we  obtained  from  thefe  people,  refpeding  the 
geography  of  this  part  of  the  globe;  and  perhaps 
this  was  all  the  information  they  were  able  to  give. 
For  they  repeatedly  affured  Captain  Cook,  that  they 
knew  of  no  other  iflands,  befides  thofe  which  were 
reprefented  upon  this  chart,  and  that  no  Ruffian 
had  ever  vifited  any  part  of  the  American  continent 
to  the  northward,  except  that  which  is  oppofite 
the  country  of  the  Tfchutfkis.  If  Mr.  Stsehlin 
was  not  greatly  impofed  upon,  what  could  induce 
him  to  publifli  a  map  fo  lingularly  erroneous  as  his 
map  of  the  New  northern  Archipelago,  in  which 
many  of  thefe  iflands  are  jumbled  together  without 
the  Icafl  regard  to  truth  ?  Neverthelefs,  he  himfclf 
ftyles  it  "  a  very  accurate  little  map/* 

Ifmyloff  continued  with  us  till  the  evening  of  the 
2ifl,  when  he  took  his  final  leave.  Captain  Cook 
entrufled  to  his  care  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  enclofing  a  chart  of  all  the  northern  coafts 
we  had  vifited.  Ifmyloff  faid  there  would  be  an 
opportunity  of  tranfmitting  it  to  Kamtfchatka,  or 
Okotfk,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeding  fpring ; 
and  that  it  would  be  at  Peterfburg  the  following 
winter.  He  gave  the  captain  a  letter  to  Major 
Behm,  Governor  of  Kamtfchatka,  who  refides  at 
Bolcheretfk,  in  that  peninfula  ;  and  another  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Petropaulowfka.  This  gen- 
tleman feemed  to  pofTefs  abilities  that  might  entitle 
him  to  a  higher  flation  than  that  in  which  we 
found  him.  He  had  confiderable  knowledge  in 
aftronomy,  and  in  the  mofl  ufeful  branches  of  the 
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mathematics.  Captain  Cook  made  him  a  prefent 
of  an  Hadley's  oclant ;  and  though,  perhaps,  it 
v^'as  the  firft  he  had  ever  feen,  he  very  quickly  made 
himfelf  acquainted  with  moft  of  the  ufes  to  which 
that  inflrument  can  be  applied. 

Thurfday  the  2  2d,  in  the  morning,  we  made  an 
attempt  to  get  out  to  fea,  with  the  wind  at  S.  E. 
but  did  notfucceed.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  2gd, 
we  were  vifited  by  one  Jacob  Ivanovitch  Sopofni- 
coff,  a  Kullian,  who  commanded  a  fmall  veflel  at 
Oomanak.  This  man  Teemed  very  modeft,  and 
would  drink  no  ftrong  liquor,  of  which  the  other 
Rufiians,  vi^hom  we  had  met  with  here,  were  ex- 
tremely fond.  Fie  appeared  to  know  what  fupplies 
could  be  obtained  at  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  and  the  price  of  the  various  articles,  more 
accurately  than  Mr.  IfmylofF.  But  by  all  accounts, 
fcvery  thing  we  fliould  have  occafion  to  purchafe  at 
that  place,  was  very  fcarce,  and  bore  a  high  price. 
This  man  informed  us,  that  he  was  to  be  at  Petro- 
paulowfka  in  the  enfuing  May  i  and,  as  we  under- 
llood,  was  to  have  the  charge  of  Captain  Cook's 
letter.  He  feemed  very  defirous  of  having  fome 
token  from  the  captain  to  carry  to  Major  Behm  ; 
and  to  gratify  him,  the  captain  fent  a  fmall  fpying- 
glafs.  After  we  had  contracted  an  acquaintance 
with  thcfe  RufTians,  feveral  of  our  gentlemen,  at, 
different  times,  vifited  their  fettlement  on  the 
ifland,  where  they  always  met  with  very  friendly 
treatment.  It  confifted  of  a  dvvelling-houfe  and 
two  ftore-houfes.  Befides  the  Ruffians,  there  was 
a  number  of  the  Kamtfchadales,  and  of  the  Oona- 
lafhkans,  as  fervants  to  the  former.  Some  other 
natives  of  this  ifland,  who  appeared  to  be  indepen- 
dent of  the  Ruffians,  lived  at  the  fame  place.  Such 
of  them  as  belonged  to  the  Ruffians,  were  all  of 
the  male  fex ;  and  they  are  either  taken  or  pur- 
chafed  from  their  parents  when  young.  There  were 
at  prefent  about  twenty  of  thefe,  who  could  be 
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confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  children,     they 
all  refide  in  the  fame  houfe,  the  Ruffians  at  the  up- 
per end,  the  KanUfchadalcs  in  the  middle,  and  the 
Oonalafhkans  at  the  lower  end,  where  is  fixed  a  ca- 
pacious boiler  for  preparing  their  food,  which  pnn- 
cipally  confifts  of  fifh,  with  the  addition  of  wild 
roots  and  berries.     There   is  no  great  difference 
between  the  firft  and  laft  table,  except  what  is  pro- 
duced by  cookery,  by  which  the  Ruffians  can  make 
indifferent   things   palatable.     They  drefs  whale's 
flefh  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  very  good  eat- 
ing ;    and  they   have  a  kind   of  pan-pudding  of 
falmon-roe,  beaten  up  fine  and  fried,  which  is  a 
tolerable  fubflitute  for  bread.     They  may,  perhaps, 
occafionally  tafle  real  bread,  or  have  a  diih  in  which 
flour  is  one  of  the  ingredients.     If  we  except  the 
juice  of  berries,  which  they  generally  fip  at  their 
meals,  they  drink  no  other  liquor  than  pure  water  ; 
and  it    feems   to   be  very  fortunate  for  them  that 
they  have  nothing  flronger.    As  the  ifland  furniflics 
them  with  fubfiftence,  lb  it  does  in  Ibme  meaiure 
with  clothing.     This  is  chiefly  compofed  of  fkins. 
The  upper  garment,  which   is  made  like  a  wag- 
goner's frock,  reaches  down  to  the   knees.     Be- 
iides  this,  they  wear  a  wailkoat  or  two,  a  pair  of 
breeches,  a  fur  cap,  and  a  pair  of  boots,  the  legs 
of  which  are  formed  of  fome  kind  of  flrong  gut, 
but  the  foles  and  upper  leathers  are  of  Ruflian  lea- 
ther. Their  two  chiefs,  Ifmyloff  and  Ivanovitch,  wore 
a  calico  frock;  and  they,  as  well  as  feveral  others, 
had  fhirts  of  filk.     Many  Ruffiians  are  fettled  upon 
all  the  mofl  confiderable  iflands  between  Kamt- 
fchatka  and  Oonalafhka,  for  the  purpofe  of  col- 
kaing  furs,    Their  principal  objecl  is  the  fea- beaver 
or  otter  ;  but  Ikins  of  inferior  value  alfo  make  a 
part  of  their  cargoes.    We  neglecTied  to  enquire  how 
long  they  have  had  a  fettlement  upon  Oonalafhka, 
and'' the  neighbouring  iflands  ;  but  if  we  form  our 
judgment  on  this  point  from  the  great  fubjeclion 
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the  natives  are  under,  this  cannot  be  of  a  very  late 
date.  Thefe  furriers  are  from  time  to  time  fucceed- 
ed  by  others.  Thofe  we  faw  arrived  here  from 
Okotfk  in  1776,  and  were  to  return  in  1781. 

As  for  the  native  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  they 
are  to  all  appearance  a  very  peaceable,  inofFenfive 
race  of  people  ;  and  in  point  of  honefty,  they  might 
ierve  as  a  pattern  to  the  moft  civilized  nations. 
But,  from  what  we  faw  of  their  neighbours,  with 
whom  the  Ruffians  are  unconnected,  we  have  fome 
doubt  whether  this  was  their  original  difpofition  ; 
and  are  rather  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
the  confequence  of  their  prefent  ftate  of  fubjeftion. 
Indeed,  if  we  did  not  mifunderftand  the  Ruffians, 
they  had  been  under  the  neceffity  of  making  fome 
fevere  examples  before  they  could  bring  theiflanders 
into  tolerable  order.  If  feverities  were  really  in- 
flicted at  firft,  the  beft  excufe  for  them  is,  that  they 
have  produced  the  moft  beneficial  effefts  ;  and,  at 
prefent,  the  greateft  harmony  fubfifts  between  the 
Ruffians  and  the  natives.  The  latter  have  their  own 
chiefs  in  each  ifland,  and  feem  to  enjoy  liberty  and 
property  without  moleftation.  Whether  they  are 
tributaries  to  the  Pvuffians,  or  not,  we  could  never 
learn  j  but  we  had  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they 
are. 

The  people  of  Oonalaflika  are  in  general  rather 
low  of  flature,  but  plump,  and  well  fliaped.  Their 
necks  are  commonly  fliort,  and  they  have  fwarthy 
chubby  faces.  They  have  black  eyes,  and  fmall 
beards.  Their  hair  is  long,  black,  and  ftraight : 
the  men  wear  it  loofe  behind,  and  cut  before  ;  but 
the  women  generally  tie  it  up  in  a  bunch.  The 
drefs  of  both  fexes  is  the  fame  with  refped  tofalhion, 
the  only  difference  is  in  the  materials.  The  frock 
worn  by  the  women  is  made  of  the  fl^ins  of  feals  ; 
and  that  of  the  men,  of  the  fliins  of  birds ;  both 
reach  below  the  knees.  This  conftitutes  the  whole 
drels  of  the  females.    But,  over  the  frock,  the  men 
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wear  another  compofed  of  gut,  which  water  cannot 
penetrate  \  it  has  a  hood  to  it,  which  is  drawn  over 
the  head.  Some  of  them  wear  boots ;  and  all  of 
them  wear  a  fort  of  oval  fnouted  cap,  made  of  wood, 
with  a  rim  that  admits  the  head.  They  dye  thefc 
caps  with  green  and  other  colours ;  and  round  the 
upper  part  of  the  rim  they  fix  the  long  briftles  of 
fome  fea  animal,  on  which  glafs  beads  are  ftrung  ; 
and  on  the  front  is  a  fmall  image  or  two  formed  of 
bone.  They  do  not  make  ufe  of  paint  ;  but  the 
women  puncture  their  faces  ilightly,  and  both  fexes 
perforate  the  lower  lip,  in  which  they  fix  pieces  of 
bone.  But  it  is  as  uncommon  here  to  fee  a  man 
with  this  ornament,  as  to  obfervea  woman  without 
it.  Some  fix  beads  to  the  upper  lip  under  the  nof- 
trils  ;  and  they  all  fufpend  ornaments  in  their  ears. 

Fiih  and  other  fea  animals,  birds,  roots,  berries, 
and  even  fea-weed,  compofe  their  food.  They  dry 
quantities  of  fifli  during  the  fuminer,  which  they 
lay  up  in  fmall  huts  for  their  ufe  in  winter ;  and, 
probably,  they  preferve  berries  and  roots  for  the 
fame  feaibn  of  fcarcity.  They  eat  mofV  of  their 
provifions  raw.  Boiling  and  broiling  were  the  only 
methods  of  cookery  that  we  faw  practifed  among 
them  ;  and  the  former  they  in  all  probability  learnt 
from  the  Rufiians.  Some  have  in  their  pofleflion 
fmall  brafs  kettles ;  and  thofe  who  have  not,  make 
one  of  a  flat  ftone,  with  fides  of  clay.  Captain 
Cook  once  happened  to  be  prefent,  when  the  chief 
of  this  ifland  made  his  dinner  of  the  raw  head  of  a 
large  halibut,  juft  caught.  Before  any  part  of  it 
was  given  to  the  chief,  two  of  his  fervants  eat  the 
gills,  with  no  other  drefiing  than  fqueezing  out  the 
flime.  After  this,  one  of  them  having  cut  off  the 
head  of  the  fifh,  took  it  to  the  fea,  and  waflied  it, 
then  came  with  it,  and  feated  himfelf  by  the  chief; 
but  not  before  he  had  pulled  up  fome  grafs,  upon 
a  part  of  which  the  head  was  placed,  and  the  reft 
was  ftrewed  before  the  chief.     He  then  cut  large 
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pieces  oJOF  the  cheeks,  and  put  them  within  the 
reach  of  the  chief,  who  fwallowed  them  with  great 
iatisfaclion.  When  he  had  finiilied  his  meal,  the 
remains  of  the  head  being  cut  in  pieces,  were  given 
to  the  I'ervants,  who  tore  off  the  meat  with  their 
teeth,  and  gnawed  the  bones  like  fomany  dogs. 

As  the  Oonalafhkans  ufe  no  paint,  they  are  lefs 
dirty  in  their  perfons  than  thofe  favages  who  thus 
bclmear  themielvcs  ;  but  they  are  full  as  filthy  in 
their  houi'es.  Ihe  following  is  their  method  of 
building:  they  dig,  in  the  ground,  an  oblong  pit, 
which  rarely  exceeds  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty 
in  breadth  ;  but  the  dimeniions  are  in  general 
fmaller.  Over  this  excavation  they  form  the  roof 
of  wood,  which  they  cover  firft  with  grafs,  and 
then  with  earth,  fo  that  the  external  appearance  re- 
icmbles  a  dung-hill.  Near  each  end  of  the  roof  is 
left  a  fquare  opening,  which  admits  the  light  i  one 
of  thefe  openings  being  intended  only  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  other  being  alfo  uled  to  go  in  and 
out  by,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  ladder,  or  rather  a 
poft,  in  which  fteps  are  cut.  In  fome  of  the  houfes 
there  is  another  entrance  below,  but  this  is  rather 
uncommon.  Round  the  fides  and  ends  of  the  ha- 
bitations, the  families,  feveral  of  which  dwell  to- 
gether, have  their  feparate  apartments,  where  they 
ileep,  and  fit  at  work  ;  not  on  benches,  but  in  a 
fort  of  concave  trench,  dug  entirely  round  the  in- 
fide  of  the  houie,  and  covered  with  mats,  fo  that 
this  part  is  kept  pretty  clean  and  decent.  The  fame 
cannot  be  faid  of  the  middle  of  the  houfe,  which 
is  common  to  all  the  families.  For,  though  it  is 
eovered  with  dry  grafs,  it  is  a  receptacle  for  every 
kind  of  dirt,  and  the  place  where  the  urine  trough 
ftands ;  the  flench  of  which  is  by  no  means  im- 
proved by  raw  hides,  or  leather,  being  almoft  con- 
tinually ileeped  in  it.  Behind,  and  over  the  trench, 
they  place  the  few  effedls  that  they  have  in  their 
poffcilion,  fuch  as  their  mats,  fkins,  and  apparel. 
4  Their 
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Their  furniture  confifts  of  buckets,  cans,  wooden 
bowls,  fpoons,  matted  bafkets,  and  lometimes  a 
Ruffian  kettle  or  pot.  All  theie  uteniils  are  made 
in  a  very  neat  manner ;  and  yet  we  obferved  no 
other  tools  among  them  than  the  knife  and  the 
hatchet ;  that  is,  a  fmall  flat  piece  of  iron,  made 
like  an  adze,  by  fixing  it  into  a  crooked  wooden 
handle. 

Though  the  Ruffians  live  among  thefe  people,  we 
found  much  lefs  iron  in  pofleffion  of  the  latter,  than 
we  had  met  with  among  other  tribes  on  the  neigh- 
bouring continent  of  America,  who  had  never  feen 
the  Ruffians,  nor  perhaps  had  any  intercourfe  with 
them.  Probably  a  few  beads,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
tobacco  and  fnuff,  purchafe  all  they  have  to  fpare. 
There  are  few  of  them  that  do  not  both  fmoke  and 
chew  tobacco,  and  take  fnuff.  They  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  very  defirous  of  more  iron,  or  to  want 
any  other  inftruments,  except  fewing  needles,  their 
own  being  formed  of  bone.  With  thefe  they  few 
their  canoes,  and  make  their  clothes,  and  alfo  work 
v-ery  curious  embroidery.  They  ufe,  inftead  of 
thread,  the  fibres  of  finews,  which  they  fplit  to  the 
thicknefs  which  is  required.  All  fewing  is  per- 
formed by  the  females.  They  are  the  fhoe-makers, 
taylors,  and  boat-builders,  or  boat-coverers  ;  for 
the  men,  in  all  probability,  conftruct  the  wooden 
frame,  over  which  the  Ikins  are  fewed.  They  ma- 
nufacture mats,  and  balkets  of  grafs,  which  are  both 
ftrong  and  beautiful.  There  is,  indeed,  a  neatnefs 
and  perfedion  in  moft  of  their  work,  that  Ihews 
they  are  neither  deficient  in  ingenuity  nor  perfeve- 
rance.  We  did  not  obferve  a  fire-place  in  any  one 
of  their  habitations.  They  are  lighted,  as  wcli  as 
heated,  by  bmps  ;  which,  though  fimple,  etf'cctu- 
ally  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended. Jhey  confift  of  a  flat  ftone,  hollowed  on 
one  Ude  fike  a  plate  -,  in  the  hollow  part  they  put 
the  oil,  mixed  with  fome  dry  drafs,  which  lerves; 

for 
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for  a  wick.  Both  fexes  often  warm  themfelves  over 
one  of  thefe  lamps,  by  placing  it  between  their  legs, 
undep  their  garments,  and  fitting  thus  over  it  for 
feveral  minutes.  Thefe  people  produce  fire  both  by 
collifionand  attrition  ;  thefirfl  byftriking  twoftones 
againil  each  other,  on  one  of  which  a  quantity  of 
brimftone  has  been  previoufly  rubbed.  The  latter 
method  is  performed  by  means  of  two  pieces  of 
wood,  one  of  which  is  flat,  and  the  other  is  a  ftick 
of  the  length  of  about  a  foot  and  a  half.  They 
prefs  the  pointed  end  of  the  ftick  upon  the  other 
piece,  whirling  it  nimbly  round  as  a  drill,  and  thus 
fire  is  produced  in  a  few  minutes.  This  method  is 
common  in  many  countries.  It  is  not  only  pra^lifed 
by  thefe  people,  but  alfo  by  the  Kamtfchadales,  the 
Greenlanders,  the  Otaheiteans,  the  New  Hollanders, 
and  the  Brazilians,  and  probably  by  other  nations. 
Some  men  of  learning  and  genius  have  founded  an 
argument  on  this  cuftom,  to  prove  that  this  and 
that  nation  are  of  the  fame  extraction.  But  cafual 
agreements,  in  a  few  particular  inftances,  will  not 
wholly  authorize  fuch  a  conclufion ;  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  a  difagreement,  either  in  manoers 
or  cuftoms,  between  two  different  nations,  prove 
of  courfe  that  they  are  of  different  extraftion. 
We  faw  no  offenfive,  nor  even  defenfive  weapon 
among  the  natives  of  Oonalaflika.  It  can  fcarcely 
be  fuppofed  that  the  RufTians  found  them  in  fuch  a 
defencelefs  ftate  ;  it  is  rather  to  be  imagined,  that, 
for  their  own  fecurity,  they  have  difarmed  them. 
Political  motives,  likewife,  may  have  induced  the 
RuUians  not  to  permit  thefe  iflanders  to  have  any 
large  canoes  ;  for  we  can  hardly  believe  they  had 
none  fuch  originally,  as  we  found  them  among  all 
their  neighbours.  However,  we  obferved  none 
hcie  except  two  or  three  that  belonged  to  the  Ruf- 
fians. 

The  canoes  in  ufe  among  the  natives,'  are  fmaller 
than  any  of  thofe  we  had  feea  upon  the  coafl  of 
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America,  from  which,  however,  they  differ  but 
little  in  their  conftru6tion.  The  form  of  thefe  ter- 
minates fomewhat  abruptly ;  the  head  is  forked, 
and  the  upper  point  of  the  fork  projects  without 
the  under  one,  which  is  level  with  the  furface  of 
the  water.  It  is  remarkable  that  they  ftiould  thus 
conftrucl  them,  for  the  fork  generally  catches  hold 
of  every  thing  that  comes  in  the  way  •,  to  prevent 
which,  they  fix  a  piece  of  fmall  ftick  from  one 
point  to  the  other.  In  other  refpecls  they  build 
their  canoes  after  the  manner  of  thofe  of  the  Efqui- 
maux  and  Greenlanders ;  the  frame  being  of  flen- 
der  laths,  and  the  covering  of  the  fkins  of  feals. 
They  are  about  twelve  feet  in  length,  eighteen  in- 
ches in  breadth  in  the  middle,  and  twelve  or  four- 
teen inches  in  depth.  They  fometimes  carry  two 
perfons,  one  of  whom  fits  in  the  feat,  or  round 
hole,  which  is  nearly  in  the  middle ;  and  the  other 
is  ftretched  at  full  length  in  the  canoe.  Round  this 
hole  is  a  rim  or  hoop  of  wood,  about  which  gut- 
fkin  is  fewed,  which  can  be  drawn  together,  or 
opened  like  a  purfe,  with  leathern  firings  fitted 
to  the  outer  edge.  The  man  fits  in  this  place, 
draws  the  fkin  tight  about  his  body  over  his  gut- 
frock,  and  brings  the  ends  of  the  thongs,  or  purfe- 
ftrings'  tight  round  his  wrifts ;  and  it  being  clofe 
round  his  neck,  and  the  hood  being  drawn  over 
his  head,  where  his  cap  confines  it,  water  cannot 
eafily  penetrate,  either  into  the  canoe,  or  to  his 
body.  If,  hov/evcr,  any  water  fliould  find  means 
to  infinuate  itfelf.  the  boatman  dries  it  up  with  a 
piece  of  fpunge.  He  makes  ufe  of  a  double-bladed 
paddle,  which  is  held  with  both  hands  in  the  mid- 
dle;, flriking  the  water  firff  on  one  fide,  and  then 
on  the  other,  with  a  quick  regular  motion.  Thus 
the  canoe  is  impelled  at  a  great  rate,  and  in  a  di- 
rection perfectly  fi:raight.  In  failing  from  Egooch- 
Ihak  to  Samganoodha,  though  our  fliip  went  at  the 
rate  of  feven  miles  an  hour,  two  or  three  canoes 
No.  6$?.  Ill  kept 
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kept  pace  with  her.  Their  implements  for  hunting 
and  fifliing  lie  ready  upon  their  canoeSj  under  ftraps 
.fixed  tor  the  purpofe.  They  are  all  extremely 
well  made  of  wood  and  bone,  and  are  not  very 
different  from  thofe  ufed  by  the  Greenlanders.  The 
only  difference  is  in  the  point  of  the  miflile  dart ; 
which,  in  fome  that  we  faw  at  this  ifland,  does  not 
exceed  an  inch  in  length ;  whereas  thofe  of  the 
Greenlanders,  according  to  Crantz,  are  about  eigh- 
teen inches  long.  Indeed  thefe  darts,  as  well  as  fome 
others  of  their  inftruments,  are  extremely  curious. 
Their  darts  are  generally  made  of  fir,  and  are  about 
four  feet  in  length.  The  bird,  fifh,  or  other  animal 
is  no  fooner  firuckj  than  the  pointed  bone  flips  oi4t 
of  the  focket,  but  remains  fixed  in  its  body  by 
means  of  the  barb.  The  dart  then  ferves  as  a  float 
to  trace  the  animal,  and  alfo  contributes  to  fatigue 
it  confiderably,  fo  that  it  is  eafily  taken.  They 
throw  thefe  darts  by  the  affiftance  of  a  thin  piece 
of  wood,  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  long  ;  the  mid- 
dle of  this  is  flightly  hollowed,  for  the  better  re- 
ception of  the  weapon ;  and  at  the  termination  of 
the  hollow,  which  does  not  extend  to  the  end,  is 
fixed  a  fliort  pointed  piece  of  bone,  to  prevent  the 
dart  from  flipping.  The  other  extremity  is  fur- 
nifliecl  with  a  hole  for  the  reception  of  the  fore- 
finger, and  the  fides  are  made  to  coincide  with  the 
other  fingers  and  thumb,  in  order  to  grafp  with 
grearer  firmnefs.  The  natives  throw  thefe  darts  to 
the  difiance  of  eighty  or  ninety  yards,  with  great 
force  and  dexterity.  They  are  exceedingly  expert 
in  fliriking  fifli,  both  in  the  fea,  and  in  rivers. 
They  alfo  ufe  hooks  and  lines,  nets  and  wears. 
The  lines  are  formed  of  twifted  finews,  jind  the 
hooks  of  bone. 

Whales,  porpoifes,  grarapufes,  halibift,  fwofd- 
fifli,  falmon,  trout,  cod,  foals,  flat-fifli,  and  feveral 
other  fi)rts,  are  found  here;  and  there  may  be  many 
liiore  that  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  feeing, 
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-Salmon  and  halibut  appear  to  be  in  the  gfeateft 
plenty  j  and  on  them  the  people  of  thefe  ifles  prin- 
cipally fubfift  ;  at  leaft,  they  were  the  only  fort  of 
fiih,  except  cod,  that  we  obfervad  to  be  laid  up  for 
their  winter  ftore.  Seals,  and  all  that  tribe  of  fea 
animals,  are  not  fo  numerous  as  they  are  in  many 
other  feas.  Nor  can  this  be  thought  furprizing, 
lince  there  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  coaft,  on  either 
continent,  nor  any  of  thefe  iilands,  fituate  between 
them,  but  what  is  inhabited,  and  whofe  inhabitants 
hunt  thefe  animals  for  their  food  and  clothing. 
Sea-horfes  are,  indeed,  to  be  found  in  prodigious 
numbers  about  the  ice  ;  and  the  fea-otter  is  fcarce 
any  where  to  be  met  with  but  in  this  fea.  An  ani- 
mal was  fometimes  feen  by  us,  that  blew  after  the 
manner  of  whales.  It  had  a  head  refembling  that 
of  a  feal.  It  was  larger  than  that  animal,  and  its 
colour  was  whi'te,  with  dark  fpots  interfperfed. 
This  was  perhaps  the  manati,  or  fea-cow. 

Water  fowls  are  neither  found  here  in  fuch  num- 
bers, nor  in  fuch  variety,  as  in  the  northern  parts 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  However  there  are  fome  in 
thefe  parts,  that  v/e  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen 
in  other  countries ;  particularly  the  alca  mono- 
chroa  of  Steller,  and  a  black  and  white  duck,  which 
we  judged  to  be  different  from  the  ftone-duck  that 
Krafheninikoff  hasdefcribed  in  his  Hiftory  of  Kamt- 
fchatka.  All  the  other  birds  we  faw  are  mentioned 
by  this  author,  except  fome  which  we  obferved  near 
the  ice ;  and  the  greateft  part  of  thefe,  if  not  all, 
have  been  defcribed  by  Martin,  in  his  voyage  to 
Greenland.  It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that 
penguins,  which  are  fo  frequently  met  with  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,  fhould  not  be  found  in  this  Tea. 
Albatrofles  too  are  extremely  Icarce  here.  The  few 
land  birds  feen  by  us  are  the  fame  with  thoie  of 
Europe ;  but  there  were  probably  many  others 
which  we  had  no  opportunity  of  obferving.  A 
vej  y  beautiful  bird  was  fiiot  in  the  woods  at  Norton 
1 1  I  2  Sound ; 
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Sound  ;  which, we  unclerftand,isfometimes  found  irj 
England,  and  known  by  the  appellation  of  chatterer. 
Our  people  faw  other  fmall  birds  there,  but  in  no 
great  abundance  or  variety  ;  fuch  as  the  bull- finch, 
the  wood-pecker,  the  yellow-finch,  and  tit-moufe. 

Our  excurfions  and  oblervations  being  confined 
to  the  fea  coaft,  we  cannot  be  expected  to  have 
inuch  knowledge  of  the  animals  or  vegetables  of  the 
country.  There  are  few  other  infects  befides  muf- 
quitoes,  and  we  faw  few  reptiles  except  lizards. 
There  are  no  deer  at  Oonalafhka,  or  any  of  the 
neighbouring  iflands ;  nor  are  there  any  domeftic 
animals,  not  even  dogs.  Weafels  and  foxes  were 
the  only  quadrupeds  we  pbferved  ;  but  the  natives 
told  us,  that  they  had  likewife  hares,  and  themar- 
mottas  mentioned  by  Krafiieninikoff.  Hence  it 
appears,  that  the  inhabitants  procure  the  greateft 
Ihare  of  their  food  from  the  fea  and  rivers.  They 
are  alfo  indebted  to  the  fea  for  all  the  wood  which 
they  ufe  for  building,  and  other  neceflary  purpofes  ; 
as  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  growing  upon  any 
of  the  iflands,  nor  upon  the  neighbouring  coaft  of 
the  continent.  The  feeds  of  plants  are  laid  to  be 
conveyed,  by  various  means,  from  one  part  of  the; 
world  to  another  ;  even  to  iflands  lying  in  the  midfl: 
of  extenfive  oceans,  and  far  diftant  from  any  other 
lands..  It  is  therefore  remarkable,  that  there  are 
no  trees  growing  on  this  part  of  the  American  con- 
tinent, nor  upon  any  of  the  adjacent  ifles.  They 
are  doubtlefs  as  well  fituated  for  receiving  feeds,  by 
the  various  ways  we  have  heard  of,  as  thofe  coaft» 
which  have  plenty  of  wood.  Nature  has,  perhaps, 
denied  to  fome  foils  the  power  of  raifing  trees,  with- 
out the  afliflanceof  art.  With  refpcctto  the  drift- 
wood, upon  the  fliores  of  thefe  iflands,  wc  have  no 
doubt  of  its  coming  from  America.  For  though 
there  may  be  none  on  the  neighbouring  coafl:,  a 
fuflicient  quantity  may  grow  farther  up  the  coun- 
try, which  may  be  broken  loofe  by  torrents  in  the 
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fpring,  and  brought  down  to  the  fea  5  and  not  », 
little  may  be  conveyed  from  the  woody  coafts, 
though  fituated  at  a  more  confiderable  diftance. 
But  plants  are  to  be  found  in  great  variety  at  Oona- 
laflika.  Several  of  them  are  fuch  as  we  meet  with 
in  Europe,  and  alfo  in  Newfoundland,  and  other 
parts  of  America ;  and  others  of  them,  which  are* 
like  wife  found  in  Kamtfchatka,  are  eaten  by  the 
natives  both  there  and  here.  Of  thefe,  Kralhenini- 
kofFhas  favoured  us  with  defcriptions.  The  prin- 
cipal one  is  the  faranne,  or  lily  root ;  which  is  about 
as  large  as  a  root  of  garlick,  round,  and  compofed 
of  a  number  of  fmall  cloves  and  grains.  When 
boiled  it  fomewhat  refembles  faloop  ;  the  tafte  of  it 
is  not  difagreeable.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  in 
great  abundance.  Among  the  food  of  the  natives 
we  may  reckon  fome  other  wild  roots  ;  the  ftalk  of 
a  plant  not  unlike  angelica ;  and  berries  of  different 
fpecies,  fuch  as  cranberries,  hurtle-berries,  bramble- 
berries,  and  heath-ben  ies ;  befides  a  fmall  red  berry, 
which,  in  Newfoundland,  is  denominated  partridge 
berry;  and  another  brown  berry,  with  which  we 
were  unacquainted.  This  has  fomewhat  of  the  tafte 
of  a  floe,  but  is  dijfiferent  from  it  in  every  other  re- 
fpecl.  When  eaten  in  a  (Confiderable  quantity  it  is 
very  aftringent.  Brandy  may  be  diftilled  from  it. 
Captain  Gierke  endeavoured  to  preferve  fome  ;  but 
they  fermented,  and  became  as  ftrong  as  if  they 
had  been  fteeped  in  fpirits.  There  were  feveral 
plants  which  were  ferviceable  to  us,  but  are  not 
ufed  either  by  the  Ruflians  or  natives,  fuch  as  wild 
purflain,  pea-tops,  a  kind  of  fcurvy  grafs,  creffes, 
and  fome  others.  On  the  low  ground,  and  in  the 
valleys  is  plenty  of  grafs,  which  grows  very  thick, 
and  to  a  great  lengtii.  Among  the  inhabitants,  na- 
tive fulphur  was  leen,  but  we  h?.d  no  opportunity 
of  learning  where  they  got  it.  We  found  alfo 
ochre,  a  ftone  that  gives  a  purple  colour,  and  ano- 
ther that  gives  a  very  good  greeru     In  its  natural 
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ftate  it  is  of  a  greyiih  green  colour,  coarfe,  and 
heavy.  It  diffolves  eafily  in  oil,  but  it  entirely  lofes 
its  properties  when  put  into  water.  It  feemed  to 
be  fcarce  in  Oonalaftika,  but,  we  were  told,  it  was 
in  greater  plenty  in  the  ifland  of  Oonemak. 

The  inhabitants  of  Oonalafhka  bury  their  dead 
on  the  fummits  of  hills,  and  raife  a  little  hillock 
over  their  graves.  There  was  one  of  thefe  recepta- 
cles of  the  dead  by  the  fide  of  the  road  leading 
from  the  harbour  to  the  village,  over  which  was 
raifed  a  heap  of  ftones.  It  was  obferved  that  every 
one  who  palled  it  added  one  to  It.  In  the  country, 
we  faw  feveral  ftone  hillocks,  that  feemed  to  have 
been  raifed  by  art ;  and  many  of  them  were  appa- 
rently of  great  antiquity.  Thefe  people  are  re- 
markably chearful  and  friendly  among  each  other ; 
and  always  behaved  with  great  civility  to  us.  The 
Ruflians  told  us,  that  they  never  had  any  connec- 
tions with  their  women,  becaufe  they  were  not 
ChrifliMis.  Our  people  were  not  fo  fcrupulous  ; 
and  fome  them  had  reafon  to  repent  that  the  fe- 
males of  Oonalafhka  encouraged  their  addreffes 
without  any  referve  ;  for  their  health  fuffered  by  a 
diftemper  that  is  not  unknown  here. 

We  have  had  occafion  to  mention  frequently, 
from  the  time  of  our  arrival  in  Prince  William's 
Sound,  how  remarkably  the  natives  on  this  north- 
well  fide  of  America,  refemble  the  Greenlanders 
and  Efquimaux,  in  various  particulars  of  perfon, 
drefs,  weapons,  canoes,  and  the  like.  We  were, 
however,  much  lefs  ftruck  with  this,  than  with  the 
affinity  fubfifting  between  the  dialects  of  the  Green- 
landers  and  Efquimaux,  and  thofe  of  Oonalafhka 
and  Norton's  Sound.  But  we  mufl  obferve,  with 
refpect  to  the  words  which  were  collected  by  us  on 
this  fide  of  America,  that  too  much  ffrefs  is  not  to 
be  laid  upon  their  being  accurately  reprcfented; 
for,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderfon,  we  had  few 
who  took  any  great  degree  of  pains  about  fuch 
2  matters ; 
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matters ;  and  we  have  often  found  that  the  fame 
word,  written  down  by  two  or  more  perfons,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  fame  native,  differed  confiderably, 
on  being  compared  together.  Neveftthelefs,  enough 
is  certain  to  authorize  this  judgment,  that  there  is 
great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  all  thefe  nations  are  of 
th«  fame  extradion  ;  and  if  that  be  the  cafe,  there 
is  little  doubt  of  there  being  a  northern  communis 
cation  by  fea,  between  the  weftcrn  fide  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  eaflern  fide,  through  Baffin's  Bay ; 
which  communication,  however,  is  perhaps  efFec* 
tually  fhut  up  againft  fhips,  by  ice,  and  other  ob- 
flrudions  ;  fuch,  at  leafl,  was  Captain  Cook's 
opinion  at  this  time. 

In  thefe  parts  the  tides  are  not  very  confiderable, 
except  in  Cook's  Kiver.  The  flood  comes  from  the 
S.  or  S.  E.  following  the  direcftion  of  the  coaft  to  the 
N.  W.  Between  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and  Nor- 
ton Sound  we  found  a  current  fetting  towards  the 
N.  W.  particularly  off  that  Cape,  and  within  Sledge 
Ifland .  This  current, however,  extended  but  a  little 
way  from  the  coafl,  and.  was  neither  confiftent  nor 
uniform.  To  the  N.  of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  we  ob-. 
ferved  neither  tide  nor  current,  either  on  the  coafl 
of  America,  or  that  of  AHa.  This  circumftance 
gave  rife  to  an  opinion,  which  fome  of  our  people 
entertained,  that  the  two  coafts  were  connefted 
either  by  land  or  ice ;  and  that  opinion  received 
fome  degree  of  flrength,  from  our  never  having 
any  hollow  waves  from  the  northward,  and  from 
our  feeing  ice  almofl  the  whole  way  acrofs.  From 
the  feveral  obfervations  made  during  our  continu- 
ance m  the  harbour  of  Samganoodha,  its  latitude 
is  53  deg.  5  min.  N.  and  its  longitude  193  deg.  29 
min.  45  fee.  £. 
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N  Monday,  the  26th  of  Odober,  we  failed 
from  Samganoodha  harbour,  when,  the  wind 
being  foutherly,  we  flood  to  the  weft  ward.  The 
commodore's  intention  was  to  proceed  to  Sand- 
wich Iflands,  in  order  to  pafs  a  few  of  the  winter 
months  there,  if  we  fliould  meet  with  theneceffary 
refrefliments,  and  then  direct  our  courfe  to  Kamt- 
fchatka,  fo  as  to  endeavour  to  arrive  there  by  the 
rniddle  of  May,  in  the  enfuing  year.  This  being 
determined  on,  the  commodore  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Captain  Gierke  inftruclions  how  to  proceed 
in  cafe  of  feparation.  Sandwich  Iflands  being  ap- 
pointed for  the  firrt  place  of  rendezvous  ;  and  for 
the  fecond,Petropaulow{ka,  in  Kamtfchatka.  Hav* 
ing  got  out  of  the  harbour,  the  wind  veered  to  the 
S.  E.  with  which  we  were  carried  to  the  weftern 
part  of  Oonalafhka,  by  the  evening.  We  had  here 
the  wind  at  S.  and  llretched  to  thewcftward.  On 
Tuefday  the  27th,  at  feven  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  wore, 
and  tlood  to  the  E.  The  wind  had  now  fo  greatly 
increafed,  as  to  reduce  us  to  our  three  courfes.  It 
blew  in  heavy  fqualls,  accompanied  with  fnow,  hail, 
and  rain.  On  the  28th,  in  the  morning,  Oona- 
lilhka  bore  S.  E.  four  leagues  diftaat.  We  now 
flood  to  the  weftward  ;  but,  towards  evening,  the 
wind,  after  it  had  for  a  Ihort  time  abated,  got  in- 
fcnfibly  to  the  N.  E.  incrcaiing  to  a  very  hard  gale, 
accompanied  with  rain  :  we  therefore  fteered  firft  to 
the  fouthward,  and  then,  as  the  wind  inclii^fld  to 
the  N.  and  N.  W.  more  Vv-efterly.  On  Thurfday 
the  26rh,  at  half-paft  fix,  A.  M.  land  was  defcried, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  ifland  of  Amoghta.  At  eight, 
linding  it  not  in  our  power  to  weather  the  ifland, 
we  gave  over  plying,  and  bore  away,  with  the  view 
of  going  to  the  N.  of  Oonalaflika,  not  prefuming 
in  io  lijid  a  gale  of  wind  to  attempt  a  paflage  to 
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the  S.  E.  of  it.     When  we  bore  away,  the  land  eJi- 
tended  from  E.  by  S.  half  S.  to  S.  S.  W.  diftant 
four  leagues.     Our  lat.  was  53  deg.    38  min.  and 
our  long.  191  deg.  17  min.  which  gives  a  very  dif- 
ferent fituation  to  this  illand  from  that  affigned  to 
it  upon  the  Ruffian  map  -,  and  Captain  Cook  was  at 
a  lofs  to  determine  whether  it  was  Amoghta  or  not ; 
but    on    the   chart,    Krenitzen's   and   Levafheff*s 
voyage,  in  1 768  and  1769,  an  illand  called  Amuckta 
is  laid  down,  not  very  far  from  the  place  here 
affigned  to  Amoghta  by  Captain  Cook.     As  we 
were  fteering  to  the  N.  E.  at  11  o'clock  we  difco- 
vered  a  rock,  elevated  like  a  tower,  bearing  N.  N. 
E.  about  four  leagues  diftant,  and  iituatea  in  lat. 
53  deg.  57  min.  long.  191  deg.  2  min.     This  rock  is 
not  marked  in  the  Ruffian  map,  produced  by  Ifmyloff; 
yet  it  has  a  place  in  the  chart  of  Krenitzen's  and 
LevaffiefF's  voyage.     The  chart  alfo  agrees  with 
Captain  Cook's,  as  to  the  general  pofition  of  this 
group  of  iflands.     The  Angularly  indented  Ihores 
of  the  ifland  of  Oonalafhka,  are  reprefented  in  both 
charts  nearly  alike.   Thefe  circumftances  are  worthy 
of  notice,  as  the  more  modern  Ruffian  maps  of  this 
archipelago  are  fo  exceedingly  erroneous.    At  three 
in   the  afternoon,  we   had  in  view  Oonalaffika ; 
upon  which  we  (hortened  fail,  and  hauled  the  wind, 
being  unable  to  run  through  the  paffage  before 
night.     Friday,  the  abth,  we  had  a  very  hard  ga\6 
at  W.  N.  \V.  with  heavy  fqualls  and  fnow,  info- 
much  that  we  were  compelled  to  bear  away  under 
courfes,  and  clofe-reefed  top-fails.     At  noon,  we 
were  about  the  middle  of  the  ftrait,  between  Oona* 
lafbka  and  Oonella,  the  harbour  of  Samganoodha, 
bearing   S.  S.  E.  one  league   diftant.     At   three 
o'clock,  P.  M.  we  were  through  the  ftrait,  and 
clear  of  the  ifles.  Cape  Providence  bearing  W.  S. 
W.  diftant  three  leagues. 

On  Sunday,  the  ift  of  November,  the  wind  was 
favourable,  and.  we  ftood  to  Tea,     The  weather  was 
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fairer  than  it  had  been  at  any  time  fince  we  cleared 
Samganoodha  Harbour,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Ruf- 
fians, or  Providence  Bay,  as  it  was  named  by  Cap- 
tain Cook.  On  the  2d,  the  wind  was  at  S.  and,  in 
the  evening,  blew  a  violent  ftorm,  which  occaiioned 
us  to  bring  to.  Several  guns  were  fired  by  the 
Difcovery,  which  we  immediately  anfwered.  We 
lofl;  fight  of  her  at  eight  o'clock ;  nor  did  fhe  join 
us  till  ten  the  next  morning,  being  the  3d.  On 
Saturday  the  7th,  in  lat.  42  deg.  12  min.  long.  201 
deg,  26  min.  E.  a  fhag,  or  cormorant,  flew  often 
round  the  fiiip.  As  it  is  not  common  for  thefe 
kind  of  birds  to  go  far  from  land,  we  concluded 
there  might  be  fome  at  no  great  diftance,  though 
we  did  not  difcovcr  any.  Having  but  little  wind. 
Captain  Gierke  came  on  board  with  fome  melan- 
choly intelligence.  He  informed  us,  that  the  fe- 
cond  night  after  we  had  departed  from  Providence 
Bay,  or  Samganoodha,  the  main-tack  of  the  Dif- 
covery gave  way,  by  which  accident  John  Mackin- 
tolh,  feaman,  was  fi:ruck  dead,  and  the  boatfwain, 
with  three  other  mariners,  much  wounded.  He 
added,  that  on  the  3d,  his  Ihip  having  fprung  a 
leak,  and  the  rigging  received  confiderable  damage, 
he  fired  fome  guns  as  a  fignal  for  the  Refolution 
to  bring  to.  On  the  8th  we  were  favoured  with  a 
gentle  breeze  at  N.  attended  with  clear  weather. 
On  the  pth,  we  had  eight  hours  calm  ;  to  which 
fucceeded  a  wind  from  the  S.  accompanied  with  fair 
weather.  Such  of  our  people  as  could  handle  a 
needle,  were  now  employed  to  repair  the  fails ;  and 
the  carpenters  were  direfted  to  put  the  boats  in  or^ 
der.  Thurfday,  the  12th,  we  obferved  in  lat.  38 
deg.  14  min.  long.  206  deg.  17  min.  The  wind 
returned  back  to  the  northward  ;  and  on  Sunday 
the  15th,  in  lat.  33  deg.  30  min.  it  veered  to  the  E^ 
We  now  faw  a  tropic  bird,  and  a  dolphin,  the  firft 
we  had  obferved  in  ourpaifage.  On  Tuefday,  the 
lyth,'  the  wind  was  fouthward,  at  which  point  ife 
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remained  till  the, 9th,  in  *?, ^^'f ™^"' j'ffj'tj' 
«,!.s  fnddenlv  biouffht  round  by  the  W.  to  the  N. 
The   wind  increaffd   to  a  very  ftrong  gale,  and 
brousht    us  under  double-reefed  top-fails.     We 
were  now  in  lat.  ^^  deg.  .6  min  long.  207  deg^  30 
min  E.     In  lowering  the  mam  top-fail,  m  order  to 
reef' it   the  violence  of  the  wind  tore  itout  of  the 
foot-rope  and  it  was  fplit  in  feveral  parts.     We  got, 
howev7r,'another  top-fail  to  the  yard  the  next  morn-- 
fnT    This  eale  proved  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the 
Sade-windf  which,  in  lat.  .5  deg.  veered  to  the  E. 
and  E  S  E.    ^A/e  fleered  to  the  fouthward  till 
Wednrfday,  the  25*,  ^h^n  we  were  in  lat.  20- 
del  \  ?  min.     On  the  26th,  at  day-break    we  d.f- 
cov^ridZd,  extending  from  S.  S.  E,  to  W.     At 
eiX  o'clock  we  flood  for  it,  when  it  extended 
fr§m  3.  E.  half  S.  to  W.  the  nearefl  part  being  about 
tT  leagues  diftant.  We  now  pe-^ceiv^d  that  our 
dTfcoverl  of  the  group  of  Sandwich  Iflands  had 
b^en  very  imperfect  thofe  which  we  had  v.fited  in 
Xrog'^efs  northward,  all  lying  to  the  leeward  of 
our  orefent  ftation.     An  elevated  hill  appeared  m 
the  coun"ry,  whofe  fummit  rofe  above  the  clouds, 
the  land  fiom  this  hill  fell  in  a  gradual  flope,  ter- 
m^atlns  in  a  fleep  rocky  coaft :  the  fea  breaking 
Sit  i^n  a  moft  dreadful  furf.     Unable  to  wea- 
tfe    the  ifland,  we  bore  up,  and  ranged  to  the  weft- 
w^rd.     We  now  perceived  people  on  many  paits  of 
thefcore  :  alfo  feveral  houfes  and  plantations.    The 
country  appeared  to  be  well  iupplied  with  wood  and 
water, U^unning  ftreams  were  ^en  m  various 
r,1.r«    fallino-  into  the  fea.     It  bemg  of  the  utmolt 
C    'tance  tS^rocure  a  fupply  of  P™^ °""'„S^^: 
iflands,  which  could  not  be  accomplifhed    fhou  da 
free  trade  with  the  natives  be  permitted  ;  tor  this 
reafon    the  commodore  publiftied  an  order   proh^ 
.  biting  all  perfons  on  board  the  flups  from  trading, 
St    hofe  that  fliould  be  appointed  by  himfelf 
S%taiu  Gierke, ^and  even  thefe  we.und. 
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limitations  of  trading  only  for  provifions  and  re- 
frelhments.  Injunctions  were  alfo  laid  againft  ad- 
mitting women  into  the  fliips,  under  certain  re- 
flridlions ;  but  the  evil  intended  to  have  been  pre- 
vented by  this  regulation,  had  already  got  amongft 
them.  At  noon,  the  coaft  extended  from  S.  8 1  deg. 
E.  to  N.  56  deg.  W.  A  low  flat,  like  an  ifthmus, 
bore  S.  42  deg.  W.  the  neareft  fhore  being  four  miles 
diftant.  Our  lat.  was  now  20  deg.  59  min.  our 
long.  203  depr.  50  min.  E.  Some  canoes  came  off, 
and  when  along-iide,  many  of  thofe  who  were  in 
them,  entered  the  fhip  without  hefitation.  We 
foon  perceived  that  they  were  of  the  fame  nation 
as  thofe  iflanders  more  to  the  leeward,  whom  we 
had  already  vifited  ;  and,  as  we  underftood,  they 
were  no  ftrangers  to  our  having  been  in  thefe  parts 
before.  It  was  indeed  too  evident ;  thefe  people 
having  got  the  venereal  difeafe  among  them,  which 
they  probably  contraded  by  an  intercourfe  with 
their  neighbours,  after  we  had  left  them.  Our 
viiitors  fupplied  us  with  a  quantity  of  cuttle-fifh, 
in  exchange  for  nails  and  iron.  They  brought  but 
a  fmall  quantity  of  fruit  or  roots,  but  faid  they 
had  plenty  of  them  on  their  ifland,  as  well  as  of 
hogs  and  fowls.  The  horizon  being  clear,  in  the 
evening,  we  fuppofed  the  wefternmoft  land  that  we 
could  fee  to  be  an  ifland,  diftinct  from  that  off" 
\vhich  we  now  were.  Expeding  the  natives  would 
return  the  next  day,  with  the  produce  of  their 
ifland,  we  plied  off"  the  whole  night,  and  flood  clofe 
in  fliore  the  next  morning.  We  were  at  fii  fl:  vilited 
by  a  few  only,  but  towards  noon  numbers  of  them 
appeared,  bringing  with  them  potatoes,  taro, 
bread-fruit,  plantains,  and  fmall  pigs;  all  of  which 
were  bartered  for  iron  tools  and  nails,  we  having 
few  other  articles  to  give  them.  We  made  mu- 
tual exchanges  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  at  which 
time  they  had  dKpofed  oi  all  their  cargoes,  and  not 
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exprefling  any  inclination  to  fetch  more,  we  imme- 
diately made  fail. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  in  the  afternoon,  being 
off  the  N.  E.  end  of  the  ifland,  fome  more  canoes 
came  off.  Moft  of  thefe  belonged  to  Terreeoboo. 
a  chief,  who  came  in  one  of  them.  He  made  the 
commodore  a  prefent  of  three  pigs ;  and  we  pro- 
cured a  little  fruit  by  bartering  with  his  people.  In 
about  two  hours  they  all  left  us,  except  feven  per- 
fons  who  chofe  to  remain  on  board.  Soon  after, 
a  double  failing  canoe  arrived  to  attend  upon  them, 
which  we  towed  aftern  the  whole  night.  In  the 
evening,  another  ifland  was  feen  to  the  windward, 
called,  by  the  natives,  Owhyhee.  That  which  w^ 
had  been  off  for  fome  days,  was  called  Mowee. 

On  Tuefday,  the  ift  of  December,  at  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.  Owhyhee  extended  from  S.  22  deg.  E.  to  S. 
12  deg.  W.  and  Mowee  from  N.  41  deg.  to  N.  8i 
deg.  W.  Perceiving  we  could  fetch  Owhyhee,  we 
flood  for  it,  when  our  vifitors  from  Mowee  thought 
proper  to  embark  in  their  canoes,  and  went  afhore. 
We  fpent  the  night,  Handing  off  and  on  the  north 
fide  of  Owhyhee.  On  the  2nd,  in  the  morning,  to 
our  great  furprize,  we  faw  the  fummits  of  the 
mountains  covered  with  fnow.  Though  they  were 
not  of  an  extraordinary  height,  the  fnow,  in  fome 
places,  appeared  to  be  of  a  confiderable  depth,  and 
to  have  remained  there  fome  time.  As  we  drew 
near  the  fhore  fome  of  the  native  approached  us,, 
who  appeared  a  little  fhy  at  firft  ;  but  we  prevailed 
on  fome  of  them  to  come  on  board  ;  and  at  length 
prevailed  on  them  to  return  to  the  ifland  to  brmg 
us  fuch  refrefhments  as  we  wanted.  After  thefe 
had  reached  the  fhore,  we  had  plenty  of  company, 
who  brought  us  a  tolerable  fupply  of  pigs,  fruit, 
and  roots.  We  traded  with  them  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  w^hen  we  flood  off,  in  order  to  ply  to 
windward  round,  the  ifland.  In  the  evening  of  the 
4th,  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  was  obferved.     Mr. 
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King  ufed,  for  the  purpofe  of  obfervation,  a  night- 
teleicope,  with  a  circular  aperture  at  the  object  end. 
The  commodore  obferved  with  the  telefcope'Jof  one 
of  Ramfden*s  fextants.  The  mean  of  their  obferva- 
tions  made  our  longitude  to  be  204  deg.  35min. 
E.  Sunday,  the  6th,  in  the  evening,  being  near 
theihore,  and  five  leagues  farther  up  the  coaft,  we 
again  traded  with  the  natives  ;  but  receiving  only 
a  trifling  fupply,  we  flood  in  the  next  morning, 
when  the  number  of  our  vifitors  was  confiderable. 
We  had  now  procured  pork,  fruit,  and  roots,  fuf- 
ficient  to  ferve  us  four  or  five  days ;  we,  therefore, 
made  fail,  and  ftill  plied  to  the  windward.  Among 
other  ftores,  the  commodore  had  procured  a  great 
quantity  of  fugar-cane;  and  having,  upon  trial, 
difcovered,  that  a  decodion  of  it  made  very  palat- 
able liquor,  he  ordered  fome  of  it  to  be  brewed  for 
our  ihip's  fervice;  but  on  broaching  a  calk  thereof, 
not  one  of  the  crew  would  even  tafte  it.  Captain 
Cook  having  no  other  motive  in  preparing  this  be- 
verage, than  that  of  preferving  our  fpirits  for  a 
colder  climate,  neither  exerted  his  authority,  nor 
had  recourl'e  to  perfuafion,  to  induce  them  to  drink 
it,  well  knowing  that,  fo  long  as  we  could  be  plen- 
tilully  fupplied  with  other  vegetables,  there  was  no 
danger  of  the  fcurvy.  But  that  he  might  not  have 
his  intention  fruilrated,  he  ordered  that  no  grog 
fliould  be  ferved  in  either  of  the  two  fhips.  The 
commodore  and  his  officers  continued  to  drink  this 
fugar-cane  beer,  whenever  materials  could  be  pro- 
cured for  brewing  it.  Some  hops,  which  we  had 
on  board  improved  it  much  ;  and  it  was,  doubtlefs, 
extremely  wholefome ;  though  our  inconfiderate 
crew,  could  not  be  perfuaded,  but  it  mufl  be  in- 
jurious to  their  health.  About  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  the  crew  of  the  Difcovery  being  much 
in  want  of  provifions,  Captain  Clerke,  againft  his 
inclination,  was  under  the  neceffity  of  fubftituting 
ftock  fiili  in  the  room  of  beef  j  but  they  were  no 
r '■'■■■  fooner 
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fooner  well  in  with  the  land,  than  they  were  vifited 
bvmany  of  the  inhabitants,  who  came  off  in  their 
canoes,  with  all  forts  of   provifions,   which  their 
iaand  afforded;  and  every  man  had  leave  to  pur- 
chafe  what  he  could  for  his  own  indulgence.    This 
diffufed  a  joy  among  the  mariners  that  is  not  ealy 
to  be  expreffed.     From  a  fullennefs  and  difcontent, 
vifible  in  every  countenance,  all  was  chearfulnels, 
mirth  and  jollity.     Frefli  provifions  and  kmd  fe- 
males  are  the  failors  fole  dehght ;  and  when  in  pof- 
feffion  of  thefe,  paft  hardfliips  are  inftantly  forgot- 
ten  •  even  thofe  whom  the  fcurvy  had  attacked,  and 
rendered  almoft  lifelefs,  brightened  up  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  for  the  moment  appeared  alert.     We 
mull  here  obferve,  that  innovations,  of  whatever 
kind  on  board  a  ftiip,  are  fure  to  meet  with  the  dis- 
approbation of  the  feamen,  though  even  to  their 
advantage.     Our  portable  foup  and  four  krout  were 
condemned,  at  firft,  as  improper  food  for  human 
beinffs     Few  commanders  have  introduced  more 
ufeful* varieties  of  food  and  drink  into  their  fliips 
than  Captain  Cook  has  done  :  few  others,  indeed, 
have  had  the  opportunities,  or  have  been  driven  to 
the  neceffity  of  trying  fuch  experiments.     It  was 
neverthelefs,  owing  to  certain  deviations  from  efta^ 
blifhed  cuftoms  and  pradice,  that  he  was  enabled, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  preferve  his  people  from  the 
fcurvy,  a  diftemper  that  has  often  made  more  ha- 
vock  in  peaceful  voyages,  than  the  enemy  m  mili- 
tary expeditions.  1    \    .  r 

Sunday,  the  13th,  having  hitherto  kept  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  coaft,  we  now  ftood  in,  fix  leagues 
more  to  the  windward;  and,  after  trading  with 
fuch  of  the  natives  as  came  off  to  us,  returned  to 
fea  On  the  1 5th,  it  was  our  intention  to  approach 
the  ftiore  again,  with  the  view  of  procuring  a  frefli 
fiipply  of  fruit  and  roots  ;  but  the  wind  being  then 
at  S.  E.  by  S.  and  S.  S.  E.  we  embraced  the  oppor- 
tunity of  ftretching  to  the  eaftwafd,  in  order  to  get 
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round  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  ifland.  The  wind  con- 
tinued at  S.  E.  the  greateft  part  of  the  i6th;  it 
was  variable  on  the  17th,  and  on  Friday  the  i8th, 
it  was  continually  veering.  Sometimes  it  blew  in 
hard  fqualls ;  and,  at  other  times,  it  was  calm,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  rain.  In  the  afternoon  it 
was  wefterly  for  a  few  hours,  but  it  ftiifted,  in  the 
evening  to  E.  by  S.  The  S.  E.  point  of  the  ifland 
now  bore  S.  W.  by  S.  five  leagues  diftant.  We  ex- 
pected to  have  weathered  it,  but,  on  Saturday,  the 
19th,  at  one  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  were  left  wholly  at 
the  mercy  of  a  iiorth-eafterly  fwell,  which  drove 
us  faft  towards  the  land ';  fo  that  long  before  day* 
break,  lights  were  feen  upon  the  fliore,  which  was 
then  diftant  about  a  league.  It  was  a  dark  night, 
with  thunder,  lightning,  .^nd  rain.  The  calm  was 
fucceeded  by  a  breeze  from^  the  S.  E.  by  E.  blowing 
in  fqualls  with  rain.  We  ftood  to  the  N.  E.  think- 
ing it  the  beft  tack  to  clear  the  coaft  ;  but  had  it 
been  day-light,  we  fiiould  have  chofen  the  other. 
At  day-break,  the  coaft  extended  from  N,  by  W; 
to  S.  W.  by  W.  about  half  a  league  diftant ;  a  moft 
dreadful  furf  breaking  upon  the  fhore.  We  had 
certainly  been  in  moft  imminent  danger ;  from 
which  we  were  not  yet  fecure,  the  wind  veering 
more  eafterly ;  fo  that  for  a  confiderable  time,  we 
were  but  juft  able  to  keep  our  diftance  from  the 
coaft.  Our  fituation  was  rendered  more  alarming, 
by  the  leach-rope  of  the  main-top- fail  giving  way, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  fail  was  rent  in  two  ; 
and  the  top-gallant-fails  gave  way  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, though  not  half  worn  out.  We  foon,  how- 
ever, got  others  to  the  yards,  and  left  the  land 
aftern.  The  Difcovery  was  at  fome  diftance  to  the 
north,  entirely  clear  from  the  jand ;  nor  did  fhe 
appear  in  fight  till  eight  o'clock.  Captain  Cook 
here  remarks,  that  the  bolt  ropes  to  oxir  fails  arc 
extremely  deficient  in  ftrength  or  fubftance.  This, 
at  dilTerent  times,  has  been  the  fource  of  infinit« 

labour 
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labour  and   vexation  ;  and   has  occafioned  miicli 
lofs   of  canvas   by   giving  way ;  from  whence  he 
concludes,    that  the  cordage,   canvas,    and  other 
flores,  made  ufe  of  in  the  navy,  are  mf en  or,  in 
general,  to  thofe  ufed  in  the  merchants  fervice.  .ihe 
commodore    alfo    obferves,    an   opinion    prevails 
among  all  naval  officers,  that  the  King's  flores  are 
fuperior  to  any  others.     They  may  be  riglit,  he  ad- 
mits, as  to  the  quantity,  but  not  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  flores.     This,  indeed,  he  fays.,  isnot  oitei^ 
tried  ;  for-thefe  articles  are  ufually  condemned,  or 
converted  to  other  ufes,  before  they  are  half  vyorn 
but.     Only  fuch  voyages  p,s  ours  afFord„ap  oppor^ 
tunity  of  making  the  trial;. our  lltuation  being 
fuch,  as  to  render  it  neceffary  to  wear  every  thing 
to  Ihe  e?itreme.     Captain  Cook  in  this  comparifon 
of  fome  cordage  ufed  in  theKing's  fervice,  with  what 
is  ufed  in  that  of  the  merchants,,  may,,  m, part,  be 
right  ;  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  when  part,  ot  the 
cordage  wanted  in  the  navy  is,  frofn.necefrity,made 
by  contraft.     But  xt  is  well  knpwix^"  that  t'h^re  is  i^q 
better  cordage  than  what  is  made  in  the  King  S 
yards.     This  we  affert,  on  the  authority  of  a  naval 
officer  of  diftinguifhed  rank,  and  gre.^t  profeliional. 
ability,  who  has,  at  the  fame  time,  recommended  it 
as  a  neceffary  precaution,  that  fliips  fitted  out  on 
difcovery,  Ihould  be  furniffied  with  no  cordage  but 
what  is   made  in  the  King's  yards;  and,.mdeed, 
that  every  article  of  t}>pr  ftores,  of  eyery  kind,, 
fhould  be  the  beft  that  can  be  made. 

When  day-light  appeared,  the  natives  aihore  dil- 
played  a  white  flag,  we  imagined,  as  a  iignal  ot 
peace  and  friendfhip,  Many  of  them  ventured  out 
after  us;  but  as  the  wind  frefiiened,  and  we  were 
unwilling  to  wait,  they  were  left  prefently  aitern. 
In  the  a'fternoon  we  made  another  attempt  to  wea- 
ther'  the  eaflern  extreme ;  in  which  we  faded.  In- 
deed, our  getting  round  the  ifland  was  a  matter  of 
no  importance,  for  we  had  feen  the  es-treme  of  it 
'  No,  65).  11  L  ^^ 
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to  the  S.  E.  which  was  all  the  commodore  defired ; 
the  natives  having  informed  us,  that  there  was  no 
X)ther  ifland  to  the  windward  of  this.     But  as  we 
were  fo  near  acconipUfhing  our  defign,  we  did  not 
entirely  abandon   the   idea  of  weathering  it,  and 
continued  to  ply.     On  Sunday,  the  20th,  at  noon, 
the  S.  E.  point  bore  S.  diltant  three  leagues.     The 
fnowy  hills  bore  W.  N.  W.  and  we  were  within  four 
miles'  of  the  neareft   fhore.     In  the  afternoon  we 
were  vifited  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  who  came 
oft"  in  their   canoes,  bringing  with  them  pigs  and 
plantains  r' the  latter  were  highly  acceptable,  we 
having  been  without  vegetables  for  fome  days  ;  but 
this  fupply  was  fcarcely  fuiiicient  for  one  day  ;  we 
therefore  flood  in   the  next  morning,  till  within 
about  four  miles  of  the  land,  when  a  number  of 
canoes  came  off,  laJen  with  provifions.     The  peo- 
ple continued  trading  with  us  till  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,,  at  vi^hich  time  having  obtained  a 
good  flipply,'  we  miade  fail,  flretching  off  to  the 
northward.     In  our  intercourfe.  with  the  people  of 
this  ifland,  we  met  with  lefs  referve  and  fufpicion, 
than  we  had  ever  experienced  among  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes.     They  frequently  fent  up  into   the 
fhip,  the  articles   they  meant  to  barter,  and  after- 
waj'ds  came  in  themfelves,  to  trafEc  on  the  quarter 
deck.     The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  w^hom  Vv'e  fo 
6fteii  viiited,  had  not  that  confidence  in  our  inte- 
grityf    Tt'is"but  jilftice  toobferve,  that  the  natives 
of  Owhyhee  never  'attempted  to  over-reach  us  iti 
exchanges,  nor  to  commit  a  fmgle  theft.     They' 
perfectly:  underffood   trading,  and  clearly  compre- 
hended the'  rcafon  of  our  plying  upon  the  coaft : 
for  'though  they  bought  off  plenty  of  pigs,  and 
other  provifions,  they   were  particular  in  keeping 
up  the  price,  and  rather  than   difpofe  of  them  at 
what  they  thought  under  the  value,  they  would. 
■iidii'Y  them  to  fhorc  again.  /;'".' 

.^Tuefday,  die  2.2nd ,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.Mi.^''e_ 

'  '.tacked 
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tacked  to  the  fouthward.  At  noon,  in  lat.  20  deg. 
28  min.  30  lee.  the  fnowy  peak  bore  S.  W.  half  S. 
the  preceding  day  we  had  a  good  view  of  it,  and 
the  quaiuity  of  fnow  feemed  to  have  increafed,  and 
to  extend  lower  down  fhe  hill.  We  flood  to  the 
S.  E.  till  midnight,  when  we  tacked  till  four.  We 
had  hopes  of  weathering  the  ifland,  and  fliould  have 
fucceeded,  if  a  calm  had  not  enfued,  and  left  us  to 
the  mercy  of  a  fwell,  which  impelled  us  towards 
the  land,  from  which  we  were  not  above  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  leagues.  Some  light  pufis  of  wind, 
however,  took  us  out  of  danger.  As  we  lay  in 
this  fituation,  fome  iflanders  came  off  with  hogs, 
fowls,  and  fruit.  From  one  of  the  canoes  we  got 
a  goofe,  little  larger  than  a  Mufcovy  duck.  The 
colour  of  its  plumage  was  dark  grey  ;  the  bill  and 
legs  were  black.  Having  purchafed  what  the  na- 
tives had  brought  off,  we  made  fail,  and  ftretched 
to  the  north.  At  midnight  we  tacked  and  itood  to 
the  S.  E.  in  order  to  examine  the  weathermo'l  fide 
of  the  ifland,  where,  we  were  told,  there  was  a  fate 
harbour.  In  this  attempt  the  Difcovery  had  her 
main-top-mafl  ftay-fliil  fplit,  and  by  continuing 
landing  to  the  north,  fhe  lofi  fight  of  our  fnip,  the 
Ilefolution.  Heavy  complaints  again  prevailed 
among  her  company.  The  weather  continuing 
tempeftuous,  their  fufferings  on  this  account,  from 
inceflant  labour,  and  fcanty  of  provilions,  were 
grown  confefTedly  grievous.  Their  grog,  that  had 
been  flopped  at  our  arrival  on  the  coail,  was  now 
dealt  to  them  as  ufual,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
kindefl  treatment  from  their  officers,  that  the  men 
could  be  kept  to  their  duty.  On  Thurfday  the 
24th,  at  day-light,  fhe  was  not  in  light,  but,  at 
this  time,  the  weather  being  hazy,  we  thought  flie 
might  be  following  us.  At  noon  we  obferved  in 
lat.  19  deg.  $^  min.  and  in  long.  205  deg.  3  inin. 
the  S.  E."  point  of  the  ifland  ^bearing  S.  by  "E.  fix 
leagues  diftant  j  the  other  extreme  bore  N.  60  dtg, 
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W.  when  -we  were  two  leagues  from  the  neareft 
iliore.  In  the  evening  at  fix  o'clock,  the  fouther- 
moik  part  of  the  illand  bore  S.  W.  the  neareft  Ciore 
being  feven. miles  difcant.  We  had,  therefore,  now 
lucceeded  in  our  endeavours,  in  2:ettino"  to  the 
windward  of  the  iliand.  The  Difcovery  was  not 
yet  in  fight,  but  as  the  wind  was  favourable  for  her 
to  follow  us,  we  expected  flie  would  flioi  tly  join  us. 
We,  therefore,  kept  cruifing  off"  this  point  of  the 
iliand,  till  Captain  Gierke  was  no  longer  expected 
here.  It  was  at  length  conjectured,  that  he  was 
gone  to  leewaid,  in  order  to  meet  us  that  way,  not 
having  been  able  to  weather  the  N.  E.  part  of  the 
ifland.  Keeping  generally  at  the  diftance  of  from 
five  to  ten  leagues  from  the  land,  one  canoe  only 
came  off  to  us  till  the  28th,  when  about  a  dozen 
appeared,  bringing,  as  ulual,  the  produce  of  the 
iliand.  We  were  concerned  that  the  people  had 
been  at  the  trouble  of  coming,  as  we  could  not 
poilibly  trade  with  them,  not  having  yet  confumed 
iour  former  ftock;  and  we  were  convinced  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  hogs  could  not  be  kept  alive,  nor 
the  roots  be  many  days  preferved  firom  putrefaction. 
It  was  our  intention,  however,  not  to  leave  this 
part  of  the  iliand  before  we  had  procured  a  good 
fupply,  knowing  we  could  not  eafily  return  to  it, 
if  it  Ihould  hereafter  be  found  expedient  fo  to  do. 
On  Wedncfday  the  30th,  we  began  to  be  in  want, 
but  a  calm  prevented  us  from  approaching  the  (liore. 
A  breeze,  however,  fprung  up  at  midnight,  which, 
enabled  us  to  ftand  in  for  land,  at  day-break,  of 
the  31ft.  At  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  the  iflanders  vifited 
us,  bringing  with  them  a  quantity  of  fruit  and 
roots,  but  only  three  fmall  pigs.  1  his  fcanty  fup- 
ply  was,  perhaps,  owing  to  our  not  having  pur- 
chafed  vrhat  they  lately  brought  off:  yet,  for  the 
purpofes  of  traffic,  we  brought  to,  but  were  in- 
terrupted fhortly  with  an  exceilive  rain ;  and,  indeed, 
we  were  too  far  frozQ  the  fhore  j  nor  could  we  ven- 
ture 


To  THE   Pacific   Ocean,  &c.     1925 

ture  to  go  nearer,  as  we  could  not,  for  a  moment, 
depend  upon  the  wind's  continuing  where  it  was. 
The  Iweh  too  was  extremely  high,  and  fet  obliquely; 
upon  the  ftiore,  wheie  it  broke  in  a  moft  frightful 
furf.  We  had  fine  vv^eather  in  the  evening,  and 
paiTed  the  night  in  making  boards. 

On  Friday,  the  ift  of  January,  the  .  j^ 
atmofphere  was  laden  with  heavy  clouds;  '  *  ^'f'* 
and  the  New  Year  was  uftiered  in  with  a  heavy  rain. 
We  had  a  light  breeze  foutherly,  with  fome  calms* 
At  ten,  the  rain  ceaied,  the  Iky  became  clear,  and 
the  wind  frefhened.  Being  now  about  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  fhore,  fome  canoes  arrived  with 
hogs,  fruit,  and  roots.  W^  traded  till  three  in  the 
afternoon  ;  when,  being  pretty  well  fupplied,  we 
ipade  fail,  ip  order  to  proceed  to  the  lee  fide  of  the 
ifland,  in  fcarch  of  the  Dii'-overy.  We  fi:retched 
to  the  eaftwaid  till  midr.ight,  when  the  wind  fa- 
voured us,  and  we  went  upon  the  other  tack.  The 
2nd,  3d,  and  4th,  we  pafled  in  running  down  the 
S.  E.  fide  of-  the  ifland,  Ifanding  off  and  on  during 
the  nights,  and  employing  part  of  each  day  in  ly- 
ing to,  in  order  to  give  the  natives  an  opportunity 
of  trading  with  us.  They  frequently  came  off, 
at  the  diilance  of  five  leagues  from  the  flrore  ;  but 
never  brought  much  with  them,  either  from  a  fear 
of  lofing  their  articles  in  the  fea,  or  from  the  un- 
certainty of  a  market.  On  Tuefday  the  5th,  in 
the  morning,  we  paflTed  the  fouth  point  of  the 
ifland,  in  lac.  18  deg.  54  min.  beyond  which  the 
coafl:  trends  N.  60  de^.  W.  A  larsrevillaoe  is  fitu- 
ated  on  this  point,  many  of  whofe  inhabitants 
thronged  off  to  the  fliip  with  hogs  and  women. 
The  latter  could  not  pofiibiy  be  prevented  from 
coming  on  board  ;  and  they  were  lefs  referved  tnan 
any  females  we  had  ever  feen.  Indeed,  they  feemed 
to  have  vifited  us  with  no  other  view  than  to  make 
a  tender  of  their  perfons.  Having  obtained  a 
quantity  of  fait,  we  purchafed  only  fuch  hogs  as. 

were 
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were  large  enough  for  falting ;  refufing  all  thoft 
that  were  undej  iize  :  and  we  could  (eklom  procure 
any  that  exceeded  the  weight  of  60  pounds.  Hap- 
pily for  us,  we  had  flill  fome  vegetables  remaining, 
as  we  were  now  fiipplied  with  but  few  of  thofe  pro- 
ducHons.  Indeed,  from  the  appearavce  of  this  part 
of  the  eouiit'^^y,  it  Teemed  incapable  of  affording 
tliem.  Evident  marks  prefented  themfelves  of  its 
having  been  laid  Wafte  by  the  explofion  of  a  vol- 
cano;  and  though  we  had  not  feen  any  thing  of 
the  kind,'  yet  the  devaftation  it  had  made,  in  the 
lieighboiirhood,  W'as  very  vilible.  The  natives 
havinp-  now  left  us,  we  run  a  few  miles  down  the 
Coaft  in  the  evening,  and  paffed  the  night  in  ftand- 
ing  off  and  on.  The  next  morning,  being  Thurf- 
day  the  7th,  we  were  again  vifited  by  the  natives. 
Being  not  far  from  the  fiiore.  Captain  Cook  fent 
Mr.  Bligh,  in  a  boat,  in  order  to  found  the  coaft, 
aind  alio  to  go  aihore,  in  fearch  of  frefh  water. 
Gn  his  return,  he  reported,  that,  within  two  cables 
length  of  the  (liore,  he  found  no  foundings  with  a 
line  of  160  fathoms;  that,  on  the  land,  he  could 
difcover  no/ftream  or  fpring  ;  that  there  was  fome 
rain-water  in  holes,  upon  the  rocks,  which  the  fpray 
of  the  fea  had  rendered  brackifli ;  and,  that  the 
whole  country  was  compofed  of  flags  and  aflies,  in- 
terfperfed  with  a  few  plants.  Between  ten  and 
eleven,  to  our  great  fatisfadion,  the  Difcovery  made 
her  appearance,  coming  round  the  fouth  point  of 
the  iiland,  and  joined  us  about  one.  Captain 
Clerke  came  on  board,  and  acquainted  us,  that 
having  cruifed  four  or  five  days  where  we  were  fe- 
parated,  he  plied  round  the  eafl  fide  of  the  ifland  ; 
where  meeting  with  tempefluous  weather,  he  had 
been  driven  from  the  coafl.  He  had  one  of  the 
idanders  on  board  all  this  time,  who  had  refufed  to 
leave  the  fliip,  though  opportunities  had  been  in 
his  favour.  At  noon  we  obferved  in  lat.  19  deg.-^ 
I  min.  long.  20.3  deg.  26  min.  the  nearcfl  part  of 

the 
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the  coaft  being  two  leagues  dil^ant.  On  the  8th,  at 
day-break,  we  perceived,  that  while  we  were  ply- 
ing in  the  night,  the  current  had  carried  us  back 
confiderably  to  the  windward  ;  and  that  we  were 
now  off  the  S.  W.  point  ;0f  the  ifland,  where  we 
brought  to,  in  order  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to 
trade  with  us.  We  fpent  the  night  in  ftanding  off 
and  on.  Four  men  and.  ten  women,  who  came  on 
board  the  preceding  day,  were  with  us  ftill.  The 
commodore  not  liking  the  company  of  the  latter, 
we  ftood  in  Ihore  on  the  9th,  about  noon,  folely 
with  the  view  of  getting  rid  of  our  guefts  ;  when 
fome  canoes  coming  off,  we  embraced  the  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  them  away. 

On  Sunday  the  10th,  in  the  morning,;  we  had 
light  airs  from  the,  N.  W.  and  calms  ;  at  el  even,- 
the  wind  frelhened  at  N.  N.  W.  which  fo  greatly 
retarded  us,  that,  in  the  evening,  at  eight  o'clock, 
the  fouth  fnowy  hill  bore  i  deg.  30  min.  E.     On 
the  nth,  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  the  wind  being  at 
W.  we  made  for  the  land,  in  expectation  of  getting 
fome  refrefhments.     The  natives  feeing  us  fo  near 
them,  began  to  come  off,  and  we  continued  tracing! 
with  theni  the'  whole  day :  though  w«  procured. 
but  a  very  fcarity  fupply,  many  of  thofe  who  camei 
off;  in  their  canoes,;  not  having  a  fingle  thing  to' 
barter.     Frorn  this  circumilance,  it  appeared,  thati 
this  part  of  the  ifland  was  extremely  poor,  and  had, 
already  furniffied  .us.  with  every  thing  they  could* 
fpare.     Tuefday  the  12th,  was  employed  in  plying' 
off  and  on,  with  a  frelh  gale  at  weft.     A  mile  from^ 
tHe'fliore  we  found  ground,  at  the  depth  of  5s  ^^'^ 
thorns.     At  five  p'dock,  P.  M.  we  flood  to  the^ 
fouthward,  and  at  midnight  we  had  a  calm.     On 
the    13th,  we  had  a  fmall  breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  and 
fleered -for  the  land.     A  few  canoes  came  off  to 
us  with  tomQ  hogs ;  but  they  brought  no  vegeta- 
bles^ which  we  now  much  wanted.     In  the  qven- 
te,  we  had  got;  the  length  of  the  S,  V/»  point  of 
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the  ifland,  tnit,  by  the  veering  of  the  wind,  weloli 
in  the  night  all  that   we  had   gained  in  the  day, 
Beii^g  in  the  fame  fitiiation  on   the  14th,  in  the 
tnorning,  fome  more  canoes  attended  us ;  but  they 
brotight  not  any  articles  we  ftood  irt  need  of.     We 
v^efe  now  de'ftitute  of  fruit  smxi  roots,  and  fherer 
fore  obliged  to  have  recourfe  tb  Our  fea  proviiioris. 
Several  canofes,  at  this  jun'ctui^^,  arrived  from  tlie 
northward,  from  whence  w^  w6re  fupplied  with 
fonie  hogs  aiid  root's?.     On  Friday,  the  15th,  we 
had  variable  light'  airs  tJIl  five  in  the  afternoon, 
when  a  bre^^  fprung  up  at  E.  N.  E.  and  enabled 
Hs;  tp;  fteer  a-long' fhoi'e  to  the  riorthward .     This^  day 
the  weather  was  remarkably  ^ne,'  and  we  had  plenty 
of  company;  many  of  thena  continued  with  lis  all 
night,  aAd  their  canoes  were  towed  aftern.     On  the 
l"6thv  ^t  day-break,' feeing  the  appearance  of 'a  bay, 
the  boats  from  both  fhips  were  i^nt  out  to  examine 
itj'for  w6' Were  in  formed  *tl]ere  was  a  haibbur, 
xX'-hcrein  we  niig'h't  fafely  moofV,  ah'd  where  we  flvould 
be  fupplied-  wrtfi-  mat'erFals  '%^  ft'fit  the  fhips,  and. 
provifiorti-  td;  Victual  them. ' '  In- '^fie  evening  the 
boats  returned  with'the  joyful  ne'ot^,  that  they  had 
fucceeded  i'li  their  feafch,^  and  tha.t  the  harbour  pro- 
roifed  fair  to  a-nfwer  all*  that  had  been  faid  of  it- 
While  our  boats  were'employed'ititbwing;  the  fhips, 
intothe  bay,'  we  had  a  view  of  tfie  gfeateft  numbeil 
of  fpectators  in  canoes,  Jlnd  on  fhore,  that  ^ye'ha(j. 
ever  feen  affembled   together -iii.  any  place  during" 
this  voyage.;   It  was  concluded  that  their  number 
could  not  be  lef»  than  2  QV^^o'dd..,    While  hovering^ 
oil  the  coaft,  \\^e  hadfomietirrios  been  vilited  by  299-'^ 
canoes  at   a  time,\Vho  came  tb  trade,  and  who"! 
brought  us  provifiohs  when  the  weather  would  per- 
mit: we  likewife  obtained  frorfi  them  great  quanti-^j. 
ties  -of  cordage,  fait,  and    divert'  other  manufac-|* 
tures-Of  the  illand,  which  the  cotnmodore  purchaTecf , 
fo'r  the  ufe  of -the  fhips,  and  without  which  we' 
could  not  weli  4ia\^e' proceeded* |  for  during  the 
•■sdi  blowing 
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blowing  weather,  our  cordage  fnapped  rope  afte^ 
rope,  fo  that  our  fpare  hands  were  employed  in* 
telTantly,  in  knotting  and  fplicing.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  day,  we  were  attended  by,  at  leaft,  looo 
canoes,  crouded  with  people,  and  laden  with  hogs^ 
and  other  articles  to  barter.  We  were  perfedly 
convinced  of  their  peaceable  intentions,  not  a  lin- 
gle  pcrfon  having  a  weapon  of  any  fort  with  him* 
Among  fuch  numbers  as  we  had  frequently  oa 
board,  it  might  be  expeded,  that  fome  of  them 
Woi^ld  difcover  a.  thievifh  difpofition.  One  of  them 
made  off  with  a  boat's  rudder,  and  was  not  de- 
tected till  it  was  too  late  to  recover  it.  The  com- 
modore imagined  this  to  be  a  proper  opportunity 
to  fliew  thefe  illanders  the  ufe  of  our  fire  arms* 
Two  or  three  mufquets,  and  as  many  four  pounders 
Were,  by  his  orders,  fired  over  the  canoe  which 
went  away  with  the  rudder :  but  it  not  being  our 
intention,  that  the  fliot  ftiould  take  eflfed,  the  fur- 
rounding  multitude  were  more  furprized  than  ter-» 
rified.  At  the  approach  of  night,  the  moft  confi- 
derable  part  of  our  vifitors  retired  to  the  fliore ; 
but  many  at  their  own  earneft  requeft,  were  per* 
mitted  to  fleep  on  board  :  but  we  had  good  reafon 
to  think,  that  curiofity,  at  leaft  with  fome  of  them, 
was  not  the  only  motive  ;  for  the  next  morning 
feveral  articles  were  milling,  in  confequence  of 
which  orders  were  given,  not  to*  permit  fo  many  to 
ftay  with  us  on  any  f-itare  night.  On  Sunday  the 
17th,  by  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  were  fafely 
moored,  in  company  with  the  Difcovery,  in  i8 
fathoms  water.  The  bay  where  we  lay  at  anchor, 
called  by  the  natives  Karakakooa,  is  a  convenient 
harbour ;  and  having  fufFered  much  in  our  mafts 
and  rigging,  we  were  happy  at  laft  to  find  fo  proper 
a  pkce  to  refit.  We  caft  anchor  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  the  N.  E.  (hore ;  the  fouth  point  ot 
the  bay  bearing  S.  by  W.  and  the  north  point  W. 
half  N .  After  we  were  moored  the  Ihips  epntinued 
No.  70.  jxM-  to 
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to  be  much  crouded  with  the  natives,  and  fur* 
J  ounded  by  a  vaft  multitude  of  them,  befides  hun.- 
dredsthat,  like  fifli,  were  fwimmihg  about  the  two 
lliips.  We  were  fti  uck  with  the  lingularity  of  this 
fcene,  and  particularly  pleafed  with  eririching  our 
voyage,  with  this  important  new  difcovery,  owing 
to  the  opportunity  of  thus  revifiting  Sandwich 
Ifiands,  and  in  confequence  of  not  having  fucceedecl 
jn  finding  a  northern  paffage  homeward. 
'".  Tlie  bay  oF  Karakakooa  is  fituated  in  the  diftrict 
of  Ako'na,  on  the  well:  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Owhy- 
hee.  It  extends  about  a  mile  in  depth,  and  is 
bounded  by  two  points  of  land,  bearing  S.  E.  and 
N.  W.  from  each  other,  at  the  diftance  of  half  a 
league.  The  north  point  is  fiat  and  barren,  oq 
which  is  fituated  the  villa o^e  of  Kovvrowa.  A  more 
confiderable  village  fi:ands  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay, 
called  Kakooa,  near  a  grove  of  (lately  cocoa- trees. 
A  high  rocky  cliff,  ih3cceffible  from  the  fea  (hore, 
runs  between  them.  Near  the  coaft,  on  the  fouth 
lide,  the  land  has  a  rugged  appeal  ance ;  beyond 
\vhich  the  country  rifes  gradually,  and  abounds  with 
cultivated  inclofurts,  and  groves  of  cocoa-trees^ 
The  habitations  of  the  people  are  fcattered  about  in 
great,  plenty.  Round  the  bay  the  (hore  is  covered. 
wi::h  a  black  coral  rock,  except  at  Kakooa,  where 
there  is  an  excellent  fandy  beach,  with  a  morai  at 
one  extremity,  and  a  fpring  of  frefh  water  at  the 
other.  The  natives  perceiving  our  intention  to  an- 
chor in  the  bay,  came  off,  as  we  have  before  ob- 
i^rved,  in  allonifhing  numbers,  cxprcffing  their  joy 
by  finging,  fliouting,  and  the  moil  extravagant 
geftures.  The  decks,  fides,  and  rigging  of  our 
iliips  were  covered  with  them.  Women  and  boys, 
who  were  unable  to  procure  canoes,  amufed  them- 
felves  the  whole  day  in  playing  in  the  water.  One 
of  the  chiefs  who  vifited  us,  was  named  Pareea. 
Though  a  young  man,  we  foon  difcovered  him  to 
be  a  perfon  of  grea^t  •authorit}\  He  told  Captain, 
' - *  ■  "  Cook' 
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Cook  that  he  was  Jakanee  to  the  fovereign  of  the 
iflaiid,  who  was  then  on  a  military  expedition  at 
Mowee;  from   whence  he  was  expeaed  to  return 
an  a  few  days.     Some  prefents  from  the  commodore 
attached  him  to  our  intereft,  and  we  found  him  ex- 
tremely ufeful.     Before  we  had  been  long  at  an- 
chor, the  Difcoverv  had  fo  many  people  hanging 
on  one  fide,  that  fhe  was  feen  to  heel  conhderably  ; 
and  our  people  found  it  impoffible  to  prevent  the 
crowds  from  preffing  into  her.     Apprehenfive  that 
fhe  might  receive  fome  injury,  Captain  Cook  com- 
municated his  fentiments  to  Pareea,  who  mftantiy 
cleared  the  fhip  of  her  incumbrances,  and  difperled- 
the  canoes  with  which  fhe  was  furrounded.     >rom 
this  circamftance  it  appeared  to  us,  that  the  chiefs 
of  this  ifland  exercife  a  mofl  defpotic  power  over 
the  commonalty.     An  inftance  fimilar  to  this  hap- 
pened on  board  the  Refoluti  .n  ;  where  the  crowd 
fo  far  impeded  the  ordinary  bufmefs  of  the  Ihip,  that 
we  found  it  necefhiry  to  apply  to  Kaneena,  another 
chief,  who  had  alfo  attached  himfelf  particularly  to 
Captain  Cook.     The  inconvenience  we  fuffered  was- 
no  fooner  mentioned,  than  he  ordered  the  natives^ 
to  quit   the  vefTel  immediately  ;  v/hen,  without  a. 
moment's  hefitation,  we.  faw  them  all  jump  ovei--' 
board,  except  one  perfon  who  loitered  behind,  and" 
by  his  manner  expreffed  fome  degree  of  unwillmg- 
nefs  to  obey.     Kaneena  obferving  this  contempt  ot 
his  authority,  took  hold  of  him  immediately,  and 
threw  him  headlong  into  the  iea.     Theie  two  chiefs 
were  exceedingly  well  proportioned,  and  had  coun-^ 
tenances  remarkably  pleafmg.     Kaneena  was  as  fine^ 
a  figure  as  we  had  ever  feen.     His  height  was  about^ 
fix*"  feet,  his  features  were  regular  and  exprefllve,^ 
his  deportment  was  eafy,  firm,  and  graceful,  and 
he  had  lively  dark  eyes.     Mention  has  already  beea 
made,  that  v.'hile  we  were  cruifing  off  this  iflandj, 
the  inhabitants  had  acted  fairly  and  honellly,  with- 
out raanifefting  the  leaft  propenfi^y  to  th^ftj  which 
11  r,l  2  was 


193*   Cook's  THikD  and  last  Voyage 

was  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  thofe  with  whom 
we  had  hitherto  had  any  dealings  were  people  of 
the  lowed  rank,  fuch  as  fifliermen  and  fervants  i 
but  the  cafe  was  now  quite  altered.  The  multitude 
pf  iflanders  who  blocked  up  the  fhips,  afforded  ai> 
opportunity  of  pilfering  without  danger  of  difco- 
Very,  and  even  if  difcovered,  muft  have  efcaped 
with  impunity  from  our  inferiority  of  number. 
To  the  encouragement  of  their  chiefs,  this  alter- 
ation might  alfo  be  attributed ;  for,  as  we  frequently 
traced  the  booty  to  fome  great  men  who  had  it  in 
their  pofTeffion,  there  is  little  doubt  but  thefe  jie- 
predations  were  made  at  their  inftigation.  When 
the  Refolution  had  got  into  her  liation,  the  two 
chiefs,  Pareea,  and  Kaneena,  brought  a  third  on 
board,  whofe  name  was  Koah.  He  was  reprefented 
to  us  as  a  prieft,  and  one  who,  in  his  early  time  of 
life,  had  diflinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  warrior.  He 
was  a  little  old  emaciated  figure,  having  fore  red 
eyes,  and  his  body  covered  with  a  leprous  fcurf, 
occafioned  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of  the  ava.  Be- 
ing conducted  to  the  cabin,  he  approached  the  com- 
modore with  the  greatell  deference,  threw  a  piece 
of  red  cloth  over  his  ftioulders,  and  retreating  a 
few  paces,  made  an  offering  of  a  fmall  pig,  at  the 
fame  time  pronouncing  a  difcourfe  of  a  confider- 
able  length.  This  ceremony,  during  our  continu- 
ance at  Owhyhee,  was  often  repeated,  and,  from  a 
variety  of  circumflances,  appeared  to  us  to  be  a 
kind  of  religious  adoration.  Red  cloth  is  what 
their  idols  are  arrayed  with,  and  a  pig  is  their  com- 
mon offering  to  the  Eatooas.  At  the  conclufion  of 
this  ceremony,  Koah  dined  with  us,  and  eat  heartily 
pf  what  was  provided  for  the  table  ;  but,  like  moll 
pf  the  iflanders  in  thefe  feas,  he  could  hardly  be 
induced  to  tafle  our  wine  or  fpirits  a  fecond  time. 
In  the  evening,  the  commodore,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr. 
Bailey,  accompanied  him  on  fhore.  As  foon  as  we 
landed  pn  the  beach,  we  were  precede^  by  four 

men. 
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men,  bearing  each  a  wand  tipped  with  dog*s-hair, 
and  pronouncing  with  a  loud  voice,  a  fhort  fentence. 
The  crowd  which  had  aflembled  on  the  ftiore,  re- 
tired at  our  approach,  and  not  an  individual  was  to 
be  feen,  except  a  few  perfons  who  had  proflrated 
themfelves  on  the  ground,  near  the  habitatioiis  of 
the  adjacent  village. 

Previous  to  our  account  of  the  peculiar  ceremo- 
nies refpe(^ing  the  homage  paid  to  Captain  Cook,  16 
may  not  be  unneceflary  to  defcribe  the  morai,  al- 
ready mentioned,  iituated  on  the  beach  of  Kakooa, 
It  conlifts  of  a  fquare  folid  pile  of  ftones,  40  yards 
in  length,  20  broad,  and  14  feet  high.  The  top  of 
it  is  flat,  and  it  is  furrounded  with  a  wooden  rail- 
ing, whereon  are  difplayed  the  fkulls  of  thofe  na- 
tives who  had  been  facrificed  on  the  death  of  their 
chiefs.  A  ruinous  wooden  building  is  fituated  in 
the  center  of  the  area,  connected  with  the  railing 
by  a  flone  wall,  dividing  the  whole  fpace  into  two 
parts.  Five  poles,  about  20  feet  high,  fupported 
an  irregular  kind  of  fcaffold,  on  the  fide  next  the 
country ;  and  on  that  towards  the  fea,  were  two 
frnali  houfes,  with  a  covered  communication.  To 
the  top  of  this  pile  we  were  conduced  by  Koah. 
At  our  entrance  we  faw  two  large  wooden  images, 
with  moft  diftorted  features,  having  a  long  piece  of 
wood  of  a  conical  form,  inverted,  proceeding  from 
the  top  of  their  heads.  Here  Captain  Cook  was 
received  by  a  tall  young  man,  having  a  long  beard, 
who  prefented  him  to  the  images,  atid  chanted  a 
kind  of  hymn,  in  which  he  was  aflifted  by  Koah. 
We  were  then  led  to  that  fide  of  the  morai  where 
the  poles  were  erected  ;  at  the  foot  of  which  1 2 
images  were  ere^fted,  and  ranged  in  the  form  of  a 
femicircle ;  the  middle  figure  having  a  high  table 
before  it,  like  the  whatta  of  Otaheite,  on  which  we 
faw  a  putrid  hog,  and  under  it  fome  cocoa-nuts, 
plantains,  potatoes,  bread-fruit,  and  pieces  of  fugar- 
qane.  Captain  Cook  was  conducted  under  this 
2  .  fland 
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ftand  by  Koah ;  who,  having  took  down  the  hog*, 
held  it  towards  him  i  when  having  again  addreffed 
him  in  a  long  and  vehement  fpeech,  he  fufFered  it 
to  fall  to  the  ground,  and  afcended  the  fcaffold  with 
him,  though  every  moment  in  danger  of  falling. 
We  now  beheld,  advancing  in  folemn  procefTion, 
and  entering  the  top  of  the  morai,  ten  men  bearing 
a  live  hog,  and  a  piece  of  red  cloth  of  confiderable 
dimenfions.  Advancing  a  few  paces  they  ftopped, 
and  proftrated  themfelves  ;  and  Kaireekeea,  the  tall 
ycHing  man  already  mentioned,  approaching  them, 
received  the  cloth,  and  carried  it  to  Koah,  who 
wrapped  it  round  the  commodore,  and  made  him 
an  offering  of  the  hog.  The  commodore  was  nbw 
aloft,  in  a  lituation  truly  whimfical,  being  fw at hed 
in  red  cloth,  and  hardly  able  to  keep  his  hold  on  the 
rotten  fcafFolding.  In  this  fituation  he  was  enter-' 
tained  with  the  chanting  of  Koah  and  Kaireekeea, 
fometimes  alternately  and  fometimes  in  concert. 
After  this  fervice  was  performed,  which  was  of  con- 
iiderable  duration,  Koah  let  the  hog  drop  ;  upon- 
■which  he  immediately  defcended  with  Captain  Cook. 
He  then  conduced  him  to  the  images  juft  men- 
tioned, to  each  of  which  he  exprefTed  himfelf  in  a 
fneering  tone,  and  fnapped  his  lingers  at  them  as 
he  pafTed.  He  then  prefented  him  to  that  in  the 
centre,  which,  from  its  being  habited  in  red  cloth, 
appeared  to  be  in  the  highefi  ellimation.  Before  this 
figure  Koah  fell  proftrate,  and  requeflied  of  Captain 
Cook  to  do  the  fame  ;  which  he  readily  fubmitted 
to,  being  determined  to  follow  Koah's  directions 
throughout  the  whole  of  a  ridiculous  ceremony,  in 
which  his  curiofity  and  vanity  were  equally  grati- 
fied. We  were  now  conveyed  into  the  other  di- 
vifion  of  the  morai,  where  a  fpace  of  about  12  feet' 
fquare  was  funk  three  feet  below  the  level  of  the' 
area.  When  we  had  defcended  into  this,  the  com- 
modore was  feated  immediately  between  the  two 
idols,  one  of  his  arms  being  fupported  by  Koah^' 

■o  and 
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and  the  other  by  Mr.  King.     A  fecond  proceflioa 
of  natives  at  this  time  arrived  with  a  baked  hog,  a 
pudding,  fome  cocoa-nuts,  bread-fruit,  and  other 
veo-etables.     As  they  drew  near,  Kaireekeea  placed 
himfelf  before  them,  and  prefented  the  hog  to  the 
commodore  in  the  ufual  manner,  chanting  as  be- 
fore-, and  his  companions  making  regular  refponfes; 
but  we  obferved  their  fpeeches  and  refponfes  grew 
gradually  Ihorter,    and,    towards   the  conclufion, 
Kaireekeea's  did  not  exceed  three  or  four  words, 
which  was  anfwered  by  the  word  Orono.     This 
was   a   common    appellation    among  the  natives. 
Sometimes  it  was  applied  by  them  to  an  invifible 
being,  inhabiting  heaven  ;  at  others  it  was  ufed  as 
a  title  of  high  rank  in  the  iiland.     At  the  conclufioa 
of  this  offering,  the  natives  feated  themfelves  front? 
ing  us,  and  began   to  cut  up  the  baked  hog,  to 
b>eak  the  cocoa-nuts,  and  to  peel  the  vegetables. 
Others  were  employed  in  chewing  the  aya,  and 
making  the  liquor  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  is  ex- 
tracted and  done  at  the  Friendly  Ifles.     Kaireekeea 
then  chewed  part  of  the  kernel  of  a  cocoa-nut,  and 
wrapped  it  in  a  piece  of  cloth,  with  which  he  rub- 
bed   the   captain's   head,    face,    hands,    arms  and 
jQiJulders.     The  ava  was  afterwards  handed  round, 
and  when  wc  had  all  tafted  it,  Koah  and  Pareea 
pulled  the  flefli  of  the  hog  in  pieces,  and  proceeded 
to  put  fome  of  it  in  our  mouths.     Mr.  King  had  no 
particular  objection  to  being  fed  by  Pareea,  who 
was  remarkably  cleanly  in  his  perfon  ;  but  Captain 
Cook,  to  whom   a  piece  was  prefented  by  Koah, 
could  not  fwallow  a  morfel,  the  putrid  hog  being 
ftrang  in  his  recollection ;  and  as  the  old  man,  from 
motives  of  civility,  had  chewed  it  for  him,  his  re-. 
luclance  wa«  much  increafed.     This  ceremony  be- 
ing concluded,  we  quitted  the  morai,  after  diftri- 
buting  among  the  populace  fome  pieces  of  iron, 
and  other  articles,  with  which  they  were  much  de- 
lighted.   'We  were  then  conducted,  in  proceflion, 
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to  the  boats,  the  men  with  wands  attending,  and 
pronouncing  fentences  as  before.  We  returned  oii 
board  full  of  the  idea  of  what  we  had  feen,  and 
perfe^ly  fatisfied  with  the  honeft  difpofitions  of  out 
new  friends.  Of  the  fingularity  and  novelty  of  the 
Various  ceremonies  performed  upon  this  occafion, 
^e  can  only  form  conjecflures;  but  they  were,  in 
our  opinon,  highly  exprellive  of  refpeft,  on  the 
part  of  the  inhabitants ;  and,  as  far  as  related  to 
Captain  Cook,  they  approached  to  adoration.  In- 
deed the  commodore  now  feemed  to  be  confidered 
by  them  as  their  E-a-thu-ah-nu-eh  ;  for  from  this 
time  an  Indian  Chief,  by  the  king*s  order,  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  his  pinnace,  at  whofe  com- 
ittiand  the  natives,  in  their  canoes,  as  he  pafled 
them,  were  all  fdent,  and  would  proftrate  them^ 
felves  till  he  was  out  of  fight;  and  this  they  would 
do  when  the  captain  was  alone ;  but  the  chief  had 
brders  ifrom  the  king,  that  whenever  the  captain 
came  afhore  in  his  pinnace,  to  attend  him,  and 
conduft  him  to  his  houfe,  which  the  failors  now 
called  Cook's  Alt:ir. 

On  Monday,  the  i8th,  Mr.  King  went  on  {hore, 
attended  with  a  guard  of  eight  marines,  having  re- 
ceived orders  to  ere(^l  the  obfervatory  in  a  proper 
fttuation  ;  by  which  means  the  waterers,  and  other 
working  parties,  on  fliore,  might  be  fuperintended 
and  protected.  When  we  had  found  a  convenient 
fpot  for  this  purpofe,  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the 
inllage,  Pareea  offered  to  exercife  his  power  in  our 
behalf,  and  propofed  that  fome  houfes  fhould  be 
taken,  that  our  obfervations  might  not  be  ob- 
ftru(?ted.  This  friendly  offer,  however,  was  de- 
clined, and  we  made  choice  of  a  potatoe  field  ad- 
JQining  to  the  morai,  which  was  readily  granted, 
and  to  prevent  the  intruiion  of  the  natives,  the 
place  was  confecrated  by  the  priefts,  who  placed 
their  wands  round  the  wall  which  enclofed  it.  This 
jlncerdidion  the  natives  call  taboo,  a  term  frequently 
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repeated  by  thefe  iflanders,   and  feemed  to  be  a 
word  of  extenlive  meaning.     In  this  inftance,  it 
procured   us   more  privacy  than  we   could  have 
wiflied.     Not  any  canoes  attempted  to  land  near  us ;, 
the  natives  only  fat  on  the  wall,  not  daring  to  come, 
within  the  tabooed  fpace,  without  permimon  froni 
tis.     The  men,  indeed,  at  our  requeft,  would  bring 
provilions  into  the  field  ;  but  our  utmoft  endea- 
vours were  inefFe6Lual  to  induce  the  women  to  give 
us  their  company.     Prefents  were  tried,  but  with- 
out fuccefs.     We  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  Pareea 
and  Koah  to  bring  them  :  the  Eatooa  and  Terreeo- 
boo  they  faid  would  kill  them  if  they  did.     This 
circumftance  afforded  great  amufement  to  thofe  on 
board,  whither  multitudes  of  people,  women  par- 
ticularly, flocked  in   Ihoals,  infomuch   that  they 
were  frequently  obliged  to  clear  the  veflel,  in  order 
to  have  room  to  perform  their  neceffary  duties. 
Two   or   three   hundred  women  were  fometimes 
obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  water,  where 
they  continued  to  fwim  and  play,  till  they  could 
be  re-admitted.     On  the  19th  Pareea  and  Koah  left 
us,  in  order  to  attend  Terreeoboo,  who  had  landed 
on  a  diftant  part  of  the  ifland.     Nothing  material 
happened  on  board,  till  Sunday,  the  24th.     The 
caulkers   were  employed  on  the  fides  of  the  Ihip, 
and  the  rigging  was  repaired.     The  falting  of  hogs 
was  alfo  a  principal  object  of  the  commodore's  at- 
tention ;  and  as  we  had  improved  in  this  operation 
|ince  the  former  voyages,  a  detail  here  of  the  pro- 
cefs  of  it  may  not  be  thought  improper.     To  cure 
the  flefh  of  animals  in  tropical  climates,  by  falting, 
has  long  been  thought  impraflicable  ;  putrefaction 
making  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  as  not  to  allow  the  fait 
to  take  eifed  before  the  meat  gets  tainted.    Captain 
Cook  appears  to  have  been  the  firit  navigat  )r  who-- 
has  attempted  to  make  experiments  relative  to  this 
bufmcffs.     His  firll  attempts  in  1774,  in  his  lecond 
voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
No.  70.  II  N  convince 
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convinoe  him  of  the  error  of  the  vulgar  opinion  ; 
and  as  his  prefent  voyage  was  likely  to  be  protra<5l:ed 
a  year  beyond  the  time  that  provilions  had  been 
fupplied  for  the  fliips,  he  was  obliged  to  contrive 
fome  method  of  procuring  fubfiftence  for  the  crews^ 
or  relinquifli  the  proltcution  of  his  difcoveries* 
He  therefore  renewed  his  attempts,  and  his  moft 
fanguine  expedations  were  completely  anfwered. 
The  hogs  we  cured  were  of  various  fiaes,  from  four 
to  ten  or  twelve  ftone,  fourteen  pounds  to  the  ftone. 
They  were  always  killed  in  the  afternoon ;  and,  after 
fcalding  off  the  hair,  and  removing  the  entrails,  the 
pig  or  hog  was  cut  into  pieces,  from  four  to  eight 
pounds  each,  and  the  bones  taken  out  of  the  legs 
and  chines  ;  in  the  larger  hogs,  the  ribs  were  alfo 
taken  iout.  The  pieces  were  then  examined  cir- 
.cumfpe^ly,  and  wiped,  and  the  coagulated  blood 
taken  from  the  veins.  After  this  they  were  given 
to  the  falters  before  they  were  cold ;  and  having 
1been  well  rubbed  with  fait,  they  were  placed  in  a 
jheap  on  a  ftagein  the  open  air,  covered  with  planks, 
and  prefled  with  very  heavy  weights.  The  next 
evening  they  were  again  well  wiped,  and  carefully 
examined,  when  the  fufpicious  parts  were  taken 
away.  This  done,  they  were  put  into  a  tub  of 
iftrong  pickle  ;  after  which  they  were  examined  once 
or  twice  a  day  ;  and  if  it  happened  that  any  one 
piece  had  not  taken  the  fait,  which  may  be  difco- 
vered  by  the  fmcll  of  the  pickle,  they  were  inftantly 
taken  out  and  examined  again,  the  found  pieces 
being  put  into  frefli  pickle.  This,  however,  did 
not  often  happen.  At  the  end  of  fils  days,  they 
were  examined  for  tlie  laft  time  ;  and  after  being 
Ilightly  prcffed,  they  were  put  into  barrels,  having 
a  thin  layer  of  fait  between  them.  Mr.  Iving  brought 
home  fome  barrels  of  this  pork,  that  had  been 
pickled  at  Owhyhee,  in  January,  1,779,  which  was 
tailed  in  England,  near  Chriilmas,  1780,  by  feve- 
ral  gentlemcii,  who  were  all  unanimous  in  their 
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opinion,  that  it  was  perfeaiy  found  fweet  and 
wholcfome  food.  We  have  been  informed  by 
Mr.  Mancouver,  a  midlhipman  on  board  the  Dil- 
covery  and  afterwards  Lieutenant  of  the  Martin 
floop  of  war,  that  he  tried  the  method  here  recom- 
mended,  both  with  Englifh  and  Spanifh  pork,  dunng 
a  cruife  in  the  Spanifh  main,  A.  D.  1782,  and  it 
fucceeded  beyond  his  expeaations. 
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